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Chapter Eight. Liberia’s Second Civil War, 1997-2003

BAckGROUND: THE ELECTION OF CHARLES TAYLOR

On July 19, 1997, Charles Taylor defeated 12 other candidates to win the presidential election.
International observers declared the elections to be fair.! Nevertheless, some human rights groups and
scholars note that the elections took place in a general climate of intimidation.” With rebel factions
still largely intact, with few measures to prevent Taylor from challenging election results, and with
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) having promised to leave Liberia after
the elections, many Liberians saw a vote for Taylor as the only path to stability.” Indeed, Taylor was
infamously associated with the slogan, “He killed my Ma, he killed my Pa, I’ll vote for him.”*

When Taylor was inaugurated on August 2, 1997,° Liberia was emerging from the seven-year conflict
in a fragile state. Liberia’s treasury contained only $17,000, but the government owed some $2 billion
in foreign debt and nearly $200 million in domestic debt, largely attributable to unpaid wages to
civil servants.® Economic and social rights remained deplorable after the 1997 elections. Out of
a population of more than 3 million people, nearly one million Liberians, primarily women and
children, remained displaced in 1997 Basic necessities, such as food and health care, were difficult
for many Liberians to access. The conflict resulted in a dearth of health care facilities and personnel;
it is estimated that more than 70 percent of health facilities were damaged, and only 1,806 of the 5,000
health workers remained in the country.® Statement givers also reported that food was difficult to
obtain.’ Finally, after helping oversee the elections, ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) forces
departed Liberia in January 1998."

In addition to these challenges, the continued pattern of human rights abuses and corruption further
aggravated Liberia’s precarious situation. Despite the hopes for peace, the Taylor government made
few efforts toward reconciliation or the protection of human rights."" The human rights violations
under the Taylor government after the 1997 elections are well documented by secondary sources.
These included torture and rape of suspected opposition supporters,' extrajudicial executions,” use
of child soldiers," and persecution of government critics."” Statements and testimony by Liberians in
the diaspora confirmed the commission of human rights violations, as well as widespread corruption.
In particular, statement givers described the discrimination against the Krahn and Mandingo groups,
which was often manifested in violence and murder. One statement aptly depicted the situation under
the elected Taylor regime:

Taylor won the 199[7] election but reneged on his pre-election commitments
to nation-building. Taylor created his own paramilitary force, the Anti-
Terrorist Unit (ATU). Taylor’s son, Chuckie Taylor, ran the ATU and
tortured and killed many people...Conditions deteriorated for people in
Liberia. There was no functioning economy and no infrastructure, including
no water and no electricity. Taylor and his men, however, plundered the
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Liberian treasury and had plenty of money, luxury cars, and other excess.
Taylor maintained many girlfriends and tortured or killed people who
opposed him. As a result, a new rebel group arose to fight him."

State Parties “shall take effective legislative,
administrative, judicial or other measures to
prevent acts of torture in any territory under its
jurisdiction.” The state or threat of war, political
instability or a public emergency does not justify
the use of torture. Art. 2(1)-(2), Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Prime amongactors responsible for these atrocities
were the state security forces. In addition to the
Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL)" and the Liberian
National Police,” Taylor assumed leadership of
the state security forces, the ATU and the SSS,
both of which were directly accountable to him."”
The most experienced of Taylot’s rebels joined
these security forces.”” Many of these forces,
however, were undisciplined, lacked training, and
often acted unfettered by state authority.?’ Many
statements reveal the ATU’s role in perpetrating

human rights abuses.”” Led by Chuckie Taylor, the ATU was responsible for torture, assault, rape,
beatings, burning civilians alive, extrajudicial killings, abduction, and the recruitment of child

soldiers.?

One statement giver’s summary of experiences describes the brutal methods employed by the ATU’s

members:

The first was. ..the Executive Mansion Guard Commander and the second. ..
was the Assistant Training Commander at the Gbatala base of the ATU anti-
terrorist unit. During the war, two of my brothers, M. and O., got killed
by these two men and our homes were set on fire and burned down...My
mother’s ear was cut off because she asked the people why they killed her
children.. These men who killed my brothers, M. and O., beat, threatened,
and dragged me and my family out of our homes. They are still in the state

security in Liberia.**

High-level government officials also
perpetrated abuses. In some cases,
they bore command responsibility for
having ordered or known about the
commission of atrocities. In many
other cases, these officials assumed
a direct role in perpetrating human
rights violations or threats. For ex-

“[T]he passing of sentences and the carrying out of
executions without previous judgment pronounced by

a regularly constituted court, affording all the judicial
guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by
civilized peoples” is prohibited.* Art. 3(1)(d), Convention (V)
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War
(1949).

* Protected persons include those taking no active part in
the hostilities. /d. at Art. 3(1).
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ample, one statement giver described the threats he faced from a government minister. Shortly after
the 1997 elections, he published a story that detailed the minister’s embezzlement from the national
soccer team.” Upon meeting him on the street, the minister told the statement giver, “I can have my

boys flog you for trying to tarnish my character.”* The journalist
responded by publishing a front-page story, “Minister threatens
journalist,” as well as an op-ed, “We will remain resolute.”” The
minister came to his office and threatened, “I still have my boys with
me. You better shut up or you won't live to tell the story.”*® These
exchanges continued for some time, and with the minister “on |his]
back,” the statement giver began moving from place to place living
with family members.”

These government abuses exacerbated an already unstable situation,
given the ongoing violations by rebel factions. Insurgent activity
continued after the 1997 elections, and rebel groups, including
ULIMO-K, had remained intact or were beginning to become active
again. Statement givers reported rebel violence that paralleled that of
the government forces: abductions, rape, forced recruitment, forced

“Everyone shall have

the right to freedom of
expression; this right

shall include freedom to
seek, receive and impart
information and ideas of all
kinds, regardless of frontiers,
either orally, in writing or
in print, in the form of art,
or through any other media
of his choice.” Art. 19(2),
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights
(1966).

labor, torture, destruction of property, interference with privacy and family, and killings.”” While
not as systematic as the rebel violence that later followed in 2000, these incidents were nevertheless

effective means to terrify and to punish civilians for no reason.

Statements show that the atrocities committed by rebel factions were no less horrific than those
committed by government forces. ULIMO-K rebels remained active and continued a pattern of
atrocities similar to that of the first civil war. One statement giver from Lofa County summarized

how ULIMO destroyed her father’s home and killed him:

In 1998, members of the ULIMO group tied and beat my father. He died
later from the beating wounds. He had a stroke. During the beating, they
cut his back, and his spinal cord got infected. He couldn’t move, and then
he died. I was in Monrovia when it happened, but I met my father before he
died, and he explained everything to me. He told me that the ULIMO rebels
tore his whole house apart, and took everything out, all that he had built
up from his retirement. My father was about 64 years old. My father was a
good man, and he loved his children. He was innocent, and he hadn’t done

anything to anyone, and they just beat him for no reason.”

Opposition groups during this time included new entities — Liberians United for Reconciliation
and Democracy (LURD) and Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL). LURD was a rebel
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group supported by Guinea and formed to oust Taylor, made up of primarily Krahn and Mandingo
combatants from the previous civil war.”> MODEL was a breakaway group from LURD that received
support from Cote d’Ivoire.” The situation was further complicated by the activity of regional forces.
For example, the Sierra Leonean rebel group, the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF), frequently
crossed into, recruited from, took refuge in, and
launched attacks from Liberia.** As with the first

External Actors’ Support of LURD

Liberian refugees in West Africa formed

LURD in 1999. LURD received support from
various government actors, among them
Guinea and Sierra Leone. In a 2002 report, the
International Crisis Group described Guinean
President Conté’s government as “LURD’s
primary source of direct military and financial
support.”3® Guinea provided support to LURD
in the form of logistical assistance, medical
treatment, a base, transport, food, arms,
weaponry, and ammunition.*” Sierra Leone also
provided support to LURD by supplying rebels
with a base, combatants, and a shipping route
for weapons.3®

civil war, several statement givers did not specify
or were not able to identify which armed faction
had perpetrated the reported violence. Some
statements refer to the perpetrators as “rebels,”
” “unknown men,” or “mixed group,”
without indicating to which group they belonged.”

“armed men,

LURD rebel activity was also beginning at this
time. For example, one statement giver described
how several LURD rebels broke into the Lutheran
World Church Services office in Lofa County
in 1996 or 1997, “killing everyone they could,
including clergy, and children of all ages.””

Another statement giver described how, in 1998, LURD rebels burst into their home, beat everyone
in the house, and killed his two brothers and father.* According to him, his father was the town chief
and accused by LURD rebels of harboring government forces against them."

As in the first civil war, all sides
continued to abuse their power to

“[V]iolence to the life, health and physical or mental well-
being of persons,* in particular murder as well as cruel

exact revenge, enrich themselves,  treatment such as torture, mutilation or any form of corporal
and repress vocal opposition. Trivial  punishment” and threats thereof are prohibited at all places
matters, such as personal conflicts and times in non-international armed conflicts. Art. 4(2)

ot petty grievances, were cause for  (a), Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
forces to exploit their authority. One August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-

statement giver summarized how a
member of Taylor’s ATU punished
her as a result of a personal conflict

4(1).
over borrowing her cell phone: @

International Armed Confilicts.
*“Persons” indicates those who are not taking a direct part in
or those who are no longer taking part in hostilities. /d. at Art.

[H]e took a bayonet from behind him (he had it stuck in his trousers) and
proceeded with slashing me all over my body. He cut me deep on my back
resulting in the cutting of a major vein. Then he cut across my left thigh and
almost around the entire thigh. He stabbed me several times on my head and
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gave me deep cuts on my left and right arms, on my back and my abdomen.
I bled profusely. The cut veins in my thigh and back had to be stitched in
those parts/sutured before bleeding stopped in those parts of my body.*

Some statement givers related experiences of rebels abusing civilians to settle personal grievances as
the government soldiers had done.* One statement giver from Lofa County summarized the extreme
violence by a LURD rebel in 1999 over a land dispute between their fathers:

My father, stepmother and I were in the house that morning when [the
man’s| son...a LURD rebel, entered the house with four other LURD rebels.
[The LURD rebel] busted down the house with the butt of his gun, called
my father a dog, yelled at him, took money from him and said, “If possible,
I will get rid of you and your whole generation.” They were shooting in the
house. My stepmother and I tried to hide under the bed in a bedroom. The
rebels took all three of us outside of the house, and [the LURD rebel] asked
where the deed for the land was. My father responded that he did not have it
and explained that [the LURD rebel’s| father had tried to use more land than
was given to him. The rebels tied my father’s wrists behind his back and
beat all three of us. [The LURD rebel] then asked me to search the house
for the deed. [The LURD rebel] forced me into a room, tore my clothes off
and raped me. He told me that he was going to “finish her family.” He then
called each of the other four rebels one at a time, and each one of them also
raped me. The rebels then brought me outside and [the LURD rebel] told
us because you will not give us the deed, we will kill you. He told me that to
let you know that we are serious, we will kill your father. Then [the LURD
rebel] shot and killed my father.**

At times, the climate of violence afforded civilians opportunities to avenge personal grievances
alongside the rebels. A farmer living in Kolahun described how he often sold food and loaned money
to people.” In 1998 or 1999, ULIMO-K rebels

“Every human being has the inherent right to came to the village and began torturing him.*
life. This right shall be protected by law. No one People who owed him money joined the rebels
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.” Art. 6(1), in their torture, tying sticks together to press on
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  his shin, hitting him on his back, and torturing
(1966). “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary his brother.”” To this day, he still bleeds when

or unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence...” All people are
entitled to the protection of law against such

interference. Art. 17, International Covenant on . ) .
Civil and Political Rights (1966) power to extort money from civilians in their

urinating as a result of the torture.*®

Government soldiers also used their position of
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homes and in public. A statement giver, who worked in the susu (informal community banking)
business, described how a general in Taylor’s forces led a group of rebels to his home and demanded
money.” The general took his money and cut him on his left arm and stomach.”” Checkpoints
continued to serve as a means for security forces to conduct arbitrary searches and extort money from
passetsby.”!

Camp JoHNSON RoAD: SEPTEMBER 1998

In September 1998, violence
intensified as the government
responded to  threatened
opposition on Camp Johnson
Road. On September 18 and
19, 1998, Taylor’s soldiers
attempted to arrest Roosevelt
Johnson, who sought refuge
at the U.S. Embassy.” As a
result, fighting again broke out
between Johnson’s supporters
and Taylot’s security forces.”
Statement  givers reported
being caught in the crossfire,
which resulted in injuries and
in some cases, death.’ One statement giver recounted how army soldiers began to beat him and his
family, arrested his father, and told everyone to leave the house:

As we were running from the house, my mother was hit by a stray bullet and
she died. The barracks people were exchanging fire with R. Johnson people.
I hauled my mother in between houses trying to stop her bleeding, but I had
to leave her. The bullet hit her from the back.”

During and following the incident, Taylot’s forces intensified their crackdown on suspected opposition.
The ensuing violence was demonstrative of the state’s general response to threats. Multiple statement
givers described how security forces made arrests, entered homes, and carried out rapes, beatings, and
killings on and following September 18.%¢

Given their historical ties to Doe, the Krahn, Mandingo, Roosevelt Johnson supporters, and National
Democratic Party of Liberia (NDPL) members were particularly susceptible to these abuses.”” One
statement giver, whose father was distantly related to former Minister of Defense Gray D. Allison,
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described how 12 armed Special Security Service (SSS) men entered his home and took away his
father.”® They stated, “you people are the same conspirators causing problems for the country. We will
deal with you.””

Security forces did not limit their violence to the

“States Parties shall re to everyon .
States Parties shall assure to everyone suspected individual, and family members and

within their jurisdiction effective protection
and remedies, through the competent
national tribunals and other State

associates were all at risk of violence during arrests.
Statements described the extreme violence perpetrated

institutions, against any acts of racial against members of targeted suspect groups and
discrimination which violate his human their families in their homes. One Krahn statement
rights and fundamental freedoms contrary giver, whose father was in the army and was a NDPL
to this Convention, as well as the right to member, summarized how security forces broke into
seek from such tribunals just and adequate their home, called them “Krahn dogs,” and stated

reparation or satisfaction for any damage
suffered as a result of such discrimination.”
Art. 6, International Convention on

the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (1965).

“they would finish us that night.” The security forces
shot and killed their aunt, beat all of them, paralyzing
his stepfather on one side of his body. When his
brother pleaded for his father, they twisted his arm
until it broke.*

The September 18 fighting propelled Taylot’s efforts to uncover alleged enemies and supporters
of rebel factions, whether real or perceived, and resulted in more persecution. Security personnel
harassed suspected rebel supporters, conducting illegal surveillance and entries into homes.®" Another
statement giver summarized how her father was accused of passing sensitive information to the then-
exiled Prince Johnson in Nigeria after September 18 and of storing a cache of weapons:**

Without a search warrant, they went from room to room searching for the
alleged hidden arms. In the meantime, the entire household which included
my father, step-mother, my siblings and myself were tied with nylon twine
on chairs and beaten with gun butts and any object they could lay their
hands on. I was severely beaten with a gun butt in my abdomen. I sustained
serious abdominal injury that led to me undergoing abdominal surgery in
Ghana. The same soldier that beat me in my abdomen also pierced my feet
with sharp rusty iron. The scars of this barbaric treatment are on my feet
to this date. The blows to my abdomen caused me to faint. My first cousin
who was also tied tried to reach me and help me stand. Seeing his effort, one
of the armed men who referred to himself as Turtle shot my cousin in his
forehead killing him instantly. They never found the arms and ammunition
that were allegedly hidden in the house. Yet, they took away my father
for interrogation. He was detained for a few days and released. When he
returned home I observed that he had lost one of his front teeth as a result

189



of being beaten while in detention.®

States Parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights “shall take special precautions

in time of public emergency to ensure that neither official nor semi-official groups engage in a practice
of arbitrary and extra-judicial killings or involuntary disappearances, that persons in detention are
protected against torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and
that no persons are convicted or punished under laws or decrees with retroactive effect.” 9 59, Siracusa
Principles on the Limitation and Derogation Provisions in the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.

Taylor also turned on those within his own administration. For example, Bai Gbala, who served
nine months as an advisor to Taylor’s government, testified about his arrest on September 19, 1998,
sentencing and imprisonment. Gbala was tried and convicted with 17 others on charges of treason.
The defendants were given sentences of ten years. On appeal, the Supreme Court of Liberia not only
affirmed the lower court decision, but added 20 years to the sentence.**

Such persecution forced numerous ethnic Krahn and Mandingo to flee their homes and the country.
One Krahn statement giver recounted how his uncle’s friend advised him to go to Ghana, because
“Taylot’s men were killing Krahn.”® It is estimated that in September 1998 as many as 18,000 Krahn
fled Liberia to the Cote d’Ivoire.*

LURD InvasioN: SEPTEMBER 2000

By 1999, the country was on the verge of a second civil war. Armed opposition groups, whose exact
identities were unclear, began launching offensives from Guinea in 1999.” The combination of
regional instability, rebel activity, and the government’s atrocities laid the foundation for even greater
strife. One statement giver who perceived the impending war decided to leave Liberia at this time.
He explained:

After Taylor won the election, he was supposed to move on with peace.
Instead, by 1999, President Taylot’s actions in training the army, fiscal
mismanagement, etc. were all indications that the country was boiling to
crisis. It was a time bomb waiting to explode.®®

In September 2000, the situation escalated when LURD launched its offensive from Guinea into Lofa
County.” As in the first civil war, Liberians were again thrown into chaos and a constant state of fear

for their lives. A statement giver summarized his family’s experiences as the conflict intensified:

My wife, five children, and I lived peacefully all our lives in Nimba County,
Liberia until the civil war erupted locally with fire upon the Liberia’s
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civilians...[TThe war hit hard where my family and I lived and thus, we were
forced to flee. It was around the year 2000...We remained in Monrovia for
some time, as we could not find transportation away. We survived day by
day, taking refuge wherever we could find it and hiding in the bush upon
hearing the gunfire announcement of another rebel attack. Every minute of
each day, we lived in fear of the rebels, for our lives or being abducted and
tortured.”

Reports of these violations were especially pronounced in Lofa County, which borders Sierra Leone
and Guinea. From the start of the invasion, the regional hostilities along the Sierra Leonean, Guinean,
and Liberian borders, along with armed incursions from Guinea, placed Lofa County at the center of
the violence.”! LURD intensified its village raids in northern Liberia’s Lofa County around February
2001.% Again, statements revealed the recurring theme of targeted violence based on affiliation or
ethnicity. Lofa County residents with NDPL affiliations or of Mandingo or Krahn ethnicity were
particularly vulnerable. A Mandingo statement giver, who was a member of the NDPL and lived in
Lofa, summarized his persecution:

Because I had been a member of the NDPL, and was also Mandingo, 1
knew I was in danger. People in Lofa would often accuse me of being part
of LURD. One day, when I was coming from my farm, my brother saw
three men with guns coming toward the house. The men starting calling my
name, and saying that I was a Doe supporter who wanted to create another
war. The men then began calling for my father until my father opened the
front door. The men shouted that my family and I weren’t citizens and began
shooting inside the house. I jumped immediately into the bush and never
went back to my house. When I reached the Voinjama checkpoint, I was
arrested and beaten by government soldiers, who told me I was causing
trouble. The beating left permanent scars on my head.”

The i i recipitated further hum
“Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest ¢ Invasion precipitated even turther human

or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings
before a court, in order that that court may

rights abuses by government forces as Taylor
sought to uncover suspected rebels. The

decide without delay on the lawfulness of his government continued its practice of targeting
detention and order his release if the detention suspected opposition members using sweeps that
is not lawful.” Art. 9(4), International Covenant on  specifically targeted supporters of LURD and
Civil and Political Rights (1966). MODEL. One statement giver described how
“Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful Taylor’s forces arrested her son based on a rumor
arrest or detention shall have an enforceable that he was a member of LURD.* He, along

right to compensation.” Art. 9(5), International

e o / with 14 other boys, was taken to the National
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966).

Bureau of Investigation and charged with being
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“Each State Party shall ensure that any statement
which is established to have been made as a result
of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any
proceedings, except against a person accused

of torture as evidence that the statement was

an informant, but was never brought before a court.”” During his detention he was beaten every day.”
He was eventually released in 2004, along with other political prisoners.”

Suspected LURD members were arrested and tortured to obtain information. For example, one
statement giver described how ATU forces severely beat and electrocuted him, putting a wire in his

penis and shocking him.” They then threw him

made.” Art. 15, Convention against Torture and exile when released.®
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

Punishment (1984).

into saltwater to maximize the pain and shot
rounds at him at close range.” Security forces
told him they would release him if he admitted
to working with LURD, provided information
about LURD members, and agreed to go into

One statement giver described how a boy who

worked in her husband’s store falsely told Tay-

lor’s forces that her husband supported LURD. She summarized what happened when the boy led the

forces to their home in 2003:

The rebels busted down the door and told my husband he was a dog for
supporting LURD. I was five months pregnant at this time. It was carly
in the morning and there were many rebels. The rebels began beating my
husband and torturing him with the butts of their guns. My eight-year-old
son and I were under gun point. My son ran to his father crying out “Oh
Papa.” The rebels cut my son with a knife and stabbed him in the chest. I
went to protect my son and the rebels kicked me in the stomach and I lost
consciousness. When I came to I saw a pool of blood. I started crying and
saying “Come for me, I am dying.” Someone came to my rescue and brought
me to Redemption Hospital, which was near my house, in Monrovia. After
three days, my baby came out dead. I was told that my husband and son had
been killed in the rebel attack.”

“WorLD WaRrs I, IT, anD III:” SumMER 2003

From June to August 19, 2003, LURD launched three major attacks against Monrovia, known as
“World Wars I, I, and I11,” in reference to their destructive impact. ** Estimated fatalities in July alone
ranged from 300 to 1,000 people.*” During the LURD invasions of Monrovia, those living in the city
also fell victim to their abuses.** One statement giver’s experience reflected the broad human rights
violations, which included beatings, killings, gang rape, destruction of property, and abductions:
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[W]hen the war came to Monroviaagain and LURD invaded, the commander
came to our house. They beat everyone. I stayed with my brother and uncle
but then ran to my father. My sisters, brothers and mother ran away. The
LURD men hit me and I fell to the floor. Five LURD men raped me. My
uncle tried to rescue me and they shot and killed him. His name was C.B. He
was my father’s brother. They burned our house. While they were raping me,
the LURD men took my father. I have had no news of my father, mother or
brothers and sisters since then.®

“War crimes” in non-international armed conflicts include the commission of “rape, sexual slavery,
enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy...enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual violence
also constituting a grave breach of the Geneva Conventions.” Art. 8(2)(b)(xxii), Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (1998).

Rise or MODEL

In March 2003, antagonism toward the LURD leader, Sekou Damate Conneh, led to the group’s split
into a separate faction, MODEL.* Comprised of approximately 1,000 fighters, MODEL received
support from Cote d’Ivoire, and it took control of the southern and eastern parts of Liberia.*” Soutces
report that MODEL was responsible for human rights violations, such as harassment at checkpoints,
detention, torture, killings, forced labor, the looting of property, forced recruitment, and rape and
sexual violence.* Fewer statements provided accounts of abuses by MODEL forces relative to other
armed groups. One possible explanation for this disparity is that MODEL did not form a recognized
fighting force until early 2003, just months before the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and Taylot’s
exile.

At least one statement described the summary killings that MODEL rebels carried out.

In April 2003, the MODEL rebels came with a list of the people they were
targeting. They were looking for my mother and my family. The names of
all of the adults in my family were on their list. When the rebels reached the
town, I saw them kill people. Other rebels arrived and some were taking off
their uniforms. The rebels were chasing, attacking and killing the refugees.
The rebels killed my cousins, uncle, grandfather, grandmother and great
aunt.”

Another statement giver described the harassment, torture, and deprivation of property he experienced
by MODEL soldiers. In July 2003, MODEL soldiers stopped him, his wife, and his children at a
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checkpoint.”” The soldiers did not touch
his wife, but took her bag containing her
belongings.” Another time, he described
how MODEL soldiers caught him while

Acts, such as murder, extermination, torture, rape, sexual
slavery, enforced disappearance of persons, severe
deprivation of physical liberty, persecutions against any
identifiable group based on political, racial, national,

ethnic, cultural religious or gender grounds, or other he was searching for food in the bush.”
similar inhumane acts that are intended to cause great The soldiers tied his arms behind his
suffering or serious bodily injury or injury to mental or back, hit him on the back and sides,
physical health, constitute “crimes against humanity” and then released him.” To this day, the
when “committed as part of a widespread or systematic statement giver still feels pain.®* Finally,
attack directed against any civilian population, with he reported that MODEL soldiers

knowledge of the attack.” Art. 7(1)(a)-(b), (e)-i), (k), Rome

- F destroyed his house.”
Statute of the International Criminal Court.

As LURD and MODEL pushed toward
Monrovia and Buchanan in the first half of 2003, and particularly in June and July of that year, the
AFL, MODEL, and the LURD engaged in regular forced recruitment, including the recruitment of
children.”® Armed factions used displaced persons and refugee camps in Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, and
Guinea as recruiting grounds for child soldiers.””

By September 2003, LURD controlled territory in western Liberia, while
MODEL controlled areas in the south.”® In June 2003, the warring parties  The conscription

signed a ceasefire agreement, which was broken by LURD when it launched ~ ©F enlistment of
children under 15

years of age for use

. . . in armed forces or
Finally, on July 6, 2003, under international pressure, Charles Taylor agreed | e participation in

to leave Liberia for asylum in Nigeria.'” He formally resigned the presidency  postilities constitutes
and departed Liberia on August 11, 2003, handing over power to his vice 3 war crime. Art. 8(2)
president."”! On August 18, 2003, MODEL, LURD and Taylot’s forces  (e)(vii), Rome Statute
signed a comprehensive peace accord in Accra, Ghana, and an agreement  of the International
to form a new transitional government was established.'”” Gyude Bryant  Criminal Court (1998).
was elected to head the National Transitional Government of Liberia,

which was inaugurated on October 14, 2003.'

new offensives on Monrovia.”’
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