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GEORGE LATIMER WILL HOST 11TH ANNUAL HUMAN
RIGHTS AWARDS DINNER

FIVE IMMIGRANTS WILL BE HONORED

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights will celebrate the contributions
made by immigrants to the United States economy, culture, and labor
market atits HumanRights Awards Dinner hosted by George Latimer on
June7, 1995, at the Minneapolis Hilton.

The eleventh annual event will have an artistic flair: Nationally-known
gospelsinger Eddie Robinson will provide the music, an original dramatic
piece will be presented by Guthrie director Dipankar Mukherjee, and
short video profiles will be presented on award recipients.

Breaking fromits traditionof giving its awards to humanrights advocates
inother countries, Minnesota Advocates will focus public attention on
human rights issues at home. By showing the contributions of five
Minnesotaresidents, each animmigrant, Minnesota Advocates will try to
shake the public debate fromits current state of fear and bias against all
immigrants.

In a climate of difficult economic and social concerns, more and more
people are blaming problems onimmigrants. Accordingto an April 1995
Star Tribune/WCCO-TV Minnesota Poll, immigrants were among the
groups most blamed by Minnesotans for "things that are wrong in the
country today."

Inaccurate rhetoricby public figures and well-funded anti-immigrant
groups has fueled the misperception that the foreign-born are flooding
U.S. shores, draining welfare dollars, burdening public services, and
takingjobs from Americans. Credible studiesto the contrary receive
littleattention. m

Human Rights Awards Dinner Coverage Continued on Page 3
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Director's Desk & Newsnotes

From the Director's Desk

Instead of looking abroad for worthy candidates for our 1995
Human Rights Awardrecipients, we looked within. The selection committee
for our 1995 human rights award decided to focus on a pressing international
human rights issue that is looking at us right here at home -- anti-immigrant
bias.

We at Minnesota Advocates believe that many of the initiatives at the state
and national levels to single out immigrants for ill-treatment are not only
poor policy but constitute human rights violations. The theme of our
dinner -- We Are Them -- reminds the public that we must be vigilant to
protect the most vulnerable from human rights abuse.

Our dinner will therefore feature the contributions of five immigrants who
have made Minnesota their home. Contrary to popular opinion, these
immigrants have not brought to us poverty, pestilence and poor morals.
Rather, they have shared with us their talents -- which are many, their
creative spirit -- which is great, and their love of freedom -- which makes
them quintessentially American.

Our only difficulty in selecting this year’s awardees was that the pool of
candidates was too large. Each of these uniquely qualified and gifted
recipients stands at the head of a long line of first generation immigrants
who deserve to be recognized for their positive contributions to America’s
social fabric. For each foreign-bomn resident in this imaginary queue there
is a rich, textured story of a courageous and ingenious individual who has
overcome great odds to find freedom and to contribute more to their
adopted country than they ever received.

We invite you, our members and friends, to join with us in this important
celebration of the triumph of the immigrant journey, on June 7 at the
Minneapolis Hilton.

I am proud that Minnesota Advocates, through its BIAS Project (Building
Immigrant Awareness and Support), is standing up to the Prop-187-type
scapegoating of immigrants in the U.S. The misguided or intentionally
misleading rhetoric of many public figures, radio talk show hosts, and well-
funded anti-immigrant groups has led us into mean-spiritedness. A short-
sighted approach to immigration policy flies in the face of our nation’s need
for the ingenuity, hard work and leadership that our immigrant population
brings to us.

Let sound minds prevail. The 1995 Awards Dinner will be a public
opportunity to bring a dose of reality and compassion to the topic of

immigration in the United States. 1 hope you will join us.

At

Newsnotes

InMarch 1995, the St. Paul Companies
awarded a $20,000 grant to support the
Partners in Human Rights Education.
During 1995-96 the Partners Project will
train 150 three-person teams to teach
human -rights issues to primary and
secondary students throughout

Minnesota.
* KX

Minnesota Advocates received a
$10,000 matching grant from
Management Assistance Project to
support a major computer upgrade. We
are now in the process of seeking
contributions to unlock the matching

monies.
KRk

Minnesota Advocates welcomes new
staff members Mary Johnson, Secretary,
and Natalie Maczollek, Office
Administrator. Mary has extensive
experience working with the Minnesota
House of Representatives. Natalie has
education degrees from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison and Harvard.

The Human Rights Observer is published ten
times a year by Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights,
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Human Rights Awards Dinner

Five Immigrants Will Be Honored

With great pride, Minnesota Advocates will recognize five award recipients at its
Eleventh Annual Human Rights Awards Dinner. The following individuals are
immigrants and refugees, who have brought important contributions to rural and
urban Minnesota in the arts, business, education, media and youth communities.

M. Nazie Eftekhari is the founder/ CEO
of the Araz Group, Minnesota's first and
only independently-held preferred
provider organization which employs 115
people. Ms. Eftekhari left Iran to escape
from the fundamentalist revolution and
receive an education, earning a masters
degree from the University of Minnesota
in health administration. She formed a
non-profit, Children of Iran, to bring
underprivilegedIranian childrentothe U.S.
for medical treatment.

Viet Ngo employs between 30-40 people
asPresident/CEO of Lemna Corporation.
This engineering company specializes in
water purification through natural aquatic
technology, a technology used around the
world. His water purification projects are
designed as parks and education/research
facilities. Mr. Ngooriginates from Vietnam
and is also a highly regarded sculptor
whose work has been exhibited around the
country.

Jose Lamas left Mexicoat theageof 12 to
come to the U.S. by himself. Unable to
speak English and homeless at times, Mr.
Lamas worked to support himself and
returned to highschoolin 1991. Attheage
of 19, henow publishesa Spanish language
newspaper, "El Mundo Nuevo" in
Worthington. He gathers, writes, edits,
and photographs news stories and single-
handedly found advertisers as well as a
printer. Mr. Lamas plans to go to law
school and enter public service.

Rocky Ralebipi is a refugee from South
Africa where she had engaged in church
activities and peaceful anti-apartheid
protests for which she was arrested without
charge, detained, interrogated, and severely
beaten. Minnesota Advocates provided
her legal representation in her successful
application for asylum. Ms. Ralebipi
received a Ph.D. from the University of
Minnesota and isaHumphrey Fellow and
library scientist.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

VOLUNTEER
AWARDS

At the Eleventh Annual Human
Rights Awards Dinner, Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights will
recognize volunteers, who have
given outstanding service to the
organization in the previous year.
Thefollowing volunteers willreceive
awards at this year's dinner:

Keith Ellison and Connie Overhue
Partners Project

John Getsinger
Death Penalty Defense Project

Alan Goldfarb
Refugee and Asylum Project

BarbaraHolmes
Women's Project

James Martineau
MexicoProject

PamelaWaggoner
Refugee and Asylum Project

Marianne Murphy Zarzana
B.LA.S.Project
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W. George Meredith is Executive Vice
President of the Life Sciences Sector and
Corporate Services at 3M. A native of
South Wales, Mr. Meredith studied at
University College in London and,
subsequently, joined 3M in 1967. He has
worked in a number of positions for the
company in the United Kingdom, Europe,
and the United States and maintains
numerous affiliations with business,
professional, and civic organizations.

3






