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Secretary of State Madeline Albright joined with representatives of
Albanian women'’s organizations in town to receive Minnesota Advocates
Fourteenth Annual Human Rights Award. Secretary Albright was urged to
prevent further ethnic conflict in Kosovo.

From left to right: Valdet Sala, Secretary Albright and Sonila Qirjaku.
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Asylum Project has assisted more than 700 low-income Minnesota residents by
providing consultation and legal representation in their asylum and humanitar-
ian parole cases.

As human rights violations have become more indiscriminate, children in
particular are put at greater risk. Minnesota Advocates’ Child Survival Project -
completed its documentation of excessive, discriminatory, preventable child
mortality in Uganda, Mexico, and the Midwest United States. The final report,
Global Child Survival: A Human Rights Priority, is currently being published
by the University of Pennsylvania Press. The Child Survival Project will hold
workshops in Uganda in October of this year; similar workshops are planned
for Mexico in December.

This year, the Women’s Human Rights Program of Minnesota Advocates has
continued working to advocate for women’s rights in the United States and
abroad. The program conducted a series of workshops on domestic violence in
partnership with two Bulgarian non-governmental organizations. We have also
completed reports documenting domestic violence as a human rights issue in
Nepal and Macedonia.

In addition to our advocacy work, we have aimed at increasing awareness of
human rights issues. Through the Partners Program, Minnesota Advocates
recruited, trained and supported 88 Minnesota educators to teach human rights
and responsibilities in kindergarten through 12th grade classrooms. To further
support human rights education in the schools, we created the curriculum
“Good Things Happen When Students Take Action,” and funded seven
community action projects. Internationally, Partners provided seven fellow-
ships to assist human rights organizations in Namibia, Brazil, Mexico, Rwanda,
Nepal and Argentina.

Minnesota Advocates also acts to influence the global human rights situation at
the highest levels of national policy. Working with other international human
rights organizations in the United States, Minnesota Advocates now meets
regularly with Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and with National
Security Council Chairman Sandy Berger. During these meetings we have
made recommendations regarding crucial foreign policy issues: justice in the
Balkans; prevention of further violations in central Africa; establishment of an
effective International Criminal Court; peaceful transition in Indonesia; and
support for the rule of law in China.

These are impressive, substantive, meaningful accomplishments. They are the
result of enormous efforts by the staff, the Board, volunteer leaders and
member activists. We all have good cause to be proud and grateful. Thank
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A Note to the Membership: -

We apologize for the reduction in Observers that were published in the
1997-1998 year. We want to take this time to renew our commitment to this
important tool for keeping you informed and active on the human rights
situations confronting us at home and abroad. You can look forward to
receiving the Observer in the following months during 1998-1999:
August, October, December, February, April and July. Please also look
for our new Urgent Actions and Reports on previous actions in each issue.
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