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Secretary of State Madeline Albright joined with representatives of
Albanian women'’s organizations in town to receive Minnesota Advocates
Fourteenth Annual Human Rights Award. Secretary Albright was urged to
prevent further ethnic conflict in Kosovo.

From left to right: Valdet Sala, Secretary Albright and Sonila Qirjaku.
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DIRECTOR’S DESK continued

Asylum Project has assisted more than 700 low-income Minnesota residents by
providing consultation and legal representation in their asylum and humanitar-
ian parole cases.

As human rights violations have become more indiscriminate, children in
particular are put at greater risk. Minnesota Advocates’ Child Survival Project -
completed its documentation of excessive, discriminatory, preventable child
mortality in Uganda, Mexico, and the Midwest United States. The final report,
Global Child Survival: A Human Rights Priority, is currently being published
by the University of Pennsylvania Press. The Child Survival Project will hold
workshops in Uganda in October of this year; similar workshops are planned
for Mexico in December.

This year, the Women’s Human Rights Program of Minnesota Advocates has
continued working to advocate for women’s rights in the United States and
abroad. The program conducted a series of workshops on domestic violence in
partnership with two Bulgarian non-governmental organizations. We have also
completed reports documenting domestic violence as a human rights issue in
Nepal and Macedonia.

In addition to our advocacy work, we have aimed at increasing awareness of
human rights issues. Through the Partners Program, Minnesota Advocates
recruited, trained and supported 88 Minnesota educators to teach human rights
and responsibilities in kindergarten through 12th grade classrooms. To further
support human rights education in the schools, we created the curriculum
“Good Things Happen When Students Take Action,” and funded seven
community action projects. Internationally, Partners provided seven fellow-
ships to assist human rights organizations in Namibia, Brazil, Mexico, Rwanda,
Nepal and Argentina.

Minnesota Advocates also acts to influence the global human rights situation at
the highest levels of national policy. Working with other international human
rights organizations in the United States, Minnesota Advocates now meets
regularly with Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and with National
Security Council Chairman Sandy Berger. During these meetings we have
made recommendations regarding crucial foreign policy issues: justice in the
Balkans; prevention of further violations in central Africa; establishment of an
effective International Criminal Court; peaceful transition in Indonesia; and
support for the rule of law in China.

These are impressive, substantive, meaningful accomplishments. They are the
result of enormous efforts by the staff, the Board, volunteer leaders and
member activists. We all have good cause to be proud and grateful. Thank

N

A Note to the Membership: -

We apologize for the reduction in Observers that were published in the
1997-1998 year. We want to take this time to renew our commitment to this
important tool for keeping you informed and active on the human rights
situations confronting us at home and abroad. You can look forward to
receiving the Observer in the following months during 1998-1999:
August, October, December, February, April and July. Please also look
for our new Urgent Actions and Reports on previous actions in each issue.
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Campaign Against Forced Child Labor:
Your Help Is Needed
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It is with enormous regret that we
note the passing of Minnesota
Advocates volunteer Cecilia
(Cecie) Goetz. Cecie was attacked
in her hotel room in Uganda on
Tuesday, July 28.

Forced labor violates a child’s basic human rights. It is an exceptionally
damaging practice that has developed as a consequence of discrimination,
poverty, and economic exploitation. The International Labor Organization
estimates that 250 million children worldwide are forced into labor to provide
for their families, often bound by small sums loaned to their parents: a debt of
$20 could take as long as two years to repay. These children, with little or no
health care or education, are given hazardous work in brick factories and
granite quarries that threatens their health and development, and taking 60+
hours of each week, simultaneously robs them of their childhood. Child
laborers are also subjected to physical, emotional, and sexual abuse.

Cecie was on a six-week mission
with the Minnesota International
Health Volunteers (MIHV)
monitoring nutrition and other
health measures for mothers and
children. Cecie was a health
specialist in International
Development and Maternal and
Child Health and was a Program
Officer with MIHV. She was also
pursuing her doctorate in
international educational
development at the University of
Minnesota.

In response to this grave reality, Minnesota Advocates supports a volunteer
campaign that pursues three objectives: allowing Nepalese children to move
from slave labor to education; providing legal advocacy for children in bonded
labor in India; and raising consumer awareness in the United States. The
Campaign Against Forced Child Labor is led by Dr. David Parker, an
occupational epidemiologist at the Minnesota Department of Health, and a
nationally renowned photographer and child labor activist.

The first Campaign objective is to erect and fund a school in a community
northeast of Kathmandu, Nepal that routinely supplies urban brick factories
with child laborers. Children there make and carry thousands of bricks each
day. Not only is the work arduous, but the children are at significant risk of
injury from falling bricks and respiratory illness from dusts. (7he Dphoto below
shows a young girl carrying bricks in a Nepal factory.) The school will
provide the children with an alternative to migrant work and an opportunity to
learn. All school students would receive at least one free meal a day. Univer-
sity of Minnesota Fellow David Hartman is currently on a mission to Nepal
and India, researching communities to house the school. Education is a scarce
and valuable resource to Nepal where only 52 percent of children complete a
primary school education and only 41 percent of Nepal’s males and 14 percent
of Nepalese females were literate in 1995, See CHILD LABOR page 4

Cecie was a key leader in the first
year of Minnesota Advocates Child
Survival Project. In 1997, she was
awarded the Human Rights
Volunteer Award for her work.

Cecie made local arrangements for
our work in Uganda, handling all
logistics and facilitating contacts
with government officials and non-
governmental agencies. She also
researched infant mortality in the
United States, examining the
differences in survival rates for
infants from different geographic,
racial and socio-economic groups.

On this latest mission, Cecie had
once again been assisting
Minnesota Advocates staff member
Huy Pham, Director of the Child
Survival Project, with logistics for
his mission to Uganda which began
just days before her tragic death.

Cecie was a good friend and a great
humanitarian. We will miss her.
We share in the grief felt by her
family and friends.

Photo by David Parker



Celebrate I5 Years of
Human Rights Activism -
YOU'VE EARNED IT!

As we begins our 15th
Anniversary Year, we want to
take time to celebrate and
commemorate the individuals,
organizations and issues that
have kept us going for 15 years.

Watch the Observer for 15th
Anniversary Celebration articles
on the founders, progress reports
on the human rights situations
that Minnesota Advocates has
worked on and the new I
directions in which we are
headed.

Mark your calendars and watch
your mailbox for more details. I

Calendar of events:

Office Open House: September ||
10, 4-7 p.m. Haven’t seen the
new office digs? Join the staff
and board for tours, program
reports and of course after work
food and drink.

Headwaters Fund Walk for
Justice: September 13, 11:00-
3:00 p.m. Bring the kids and
support Minnesota Advocates as
we join with other grass roots
organizations working for social
justice in the Twin Cities.

Annual Meeting for Members
and Friends of Minnesota
Advocates: Octber 29 Speaker
TBA.

Refugee & Immigrant Pro-
gram Celebration of Commu-
nity and Diversity: November;
Details to follow in the next
Observer.

Human Rights Day Celebra-
tion; December 10. Details to

follow in the next Observer. |
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House Party: Frey Reports on the International Criminal Court

Barb Frey, former Executive
Director, served as Minnesota
Advocates representative to the
Conference of Plenipotentiaries to
Establish an International Criminal
Court, held in Rome, Italy last
month.

with the UN. The ICC would
potentially have subject-matter
Jjurisdiction on the most serious
crimes under international law,
including: genocide, war crimes and
crimes against humanity, specificaly
including rape during times of
conflict.

The Conference discussed the
establishment of a full-time,
permanent, impartial, and

Invitations for this late August house
party will arrive soon. Please call

independent judicial body associated ~ Annie Cull at 612-341-3302 for info.

CHILD LABOR continued

The Campaign Against Forced Child Labor is also establishing the means to
give legal help to Indian children in bonded slavery in conjunction with the
South Asian Coalition of Servitude (SACCS) in Punjab, India. Providing legal
advocacy will create opportunities for emancipation. Dylan Gerstein, a
dedicated Campaign volunteer and labor activist, has been in contact with
SACCS and is coordinating a partnership with Minnesota Advocates.

Our third objective is a domestic consumer advocacy campaign. We promote
public awareness about consumer products in the U.S. market. Where were
they made? Were they made by children? What were the working conditions
and wages there? Minnesota Advocates encourages you to ask these questions
at the stores where you shop.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP:

1. Donations for the Nepal and India projects can be made to:

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights
Campaign Against Forced Child Labor

310 Fourth Avenue South, Suite # 1000
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1012 US.A.

2. Be an aware consumer. Contact Minnesota Advocates for a card like the
one shown below which you can give to retailers.

r—---—--------—--------1
i Dear Store Manager:

1like shopping here. | am also very concerned that what | purchase was not made by children or
in a sweatshop. Please tell me what your company is doing to guarantee that human rights are

not being violated.

|

I

In what countries do you source production? |

Are human rights respected? |

What are working conditions and wages? I

Is this a living wage?

Will you open these factories to independent human rights monitors? |
|
|
|
<m |
I

* O 6 0 00

Will you join President Clinton"s White House Task Force which is working to eliminate
sweatshop abuses?

Thank you
Nome
Mdress

National Lobor Committee @ 275 7th Avenue, 15th floor & New York, NY 10001 o 212-242-3002 & mnlcnetom
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Join Us for the Headwaters
Walk for Justice on Sunday
September 13th. It promises to
be a great event. (See the
article on page 15)

EVENT TIMELINE
11:30 am. Sign in begins

11:30 am. - 1:00 p.m. Join us
in the designated human rights
area on Boom Island for
activities focusing on the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

1:15 p.m. Headwaters Walk
Begins

2:30-3:00 p.m. Walkers
Finish

Additional Activities will also
be going on after the Walk.

Call Annie at the
Minnesota Advocates office
at 612-341-3302 to receive
your walker packet!




Photo Report: Fourteenth Annual Awards Dinner

1998 Yolunteer Award Winners

Congratulations to each of the Volunteer Award
winners for their leadership and commitment.

Dylan E. Gerstein and Dr. David L. Parker, for
the Child Labor Campaign.

Jan Karon for the Conflict Prevention Projeét.

Laura Danielson, Laura Melnick, Lorrie Oswald
and the Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi Pro Bono
Asylum Team led by Bob Gilbertson. Team
members include: John Adkisson, Mark
MacPherson, Mike McNamee, Stacie Oberts,
Keiko Sugisaka, and Kim Workman for the
Refugee & Immigrant Program.

Marlene Kayser for the Women’s Program.

Ramsey International Fine Arts Center, including
Assistant Principal Frank Catchings, teachers
Juliana James, Jennifer Vallencourt and students
Daniel Shannon, DeCarlos Love, and Saleha
Erdmann for the Education Program.

Mara Hvistendahl as the first recipient of
Minnesota Advocates Youth In Action Award.
Mara has volunteered on the Refugee & Immigrant
Program for two years.
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“I heard that Minneapolis is the human
rights capital of the world, so I have
come to Mecca.”

Radhika Coomaraswamy
United Nations Special Rapporteur
on Violence Against Women

Womew's Humauw righty:
The Jouwrney From Crises to-Change

Minnesota Advocates Fourteenth Annual Human Rights Awards
Dinner was a grand event. The event honored women activists

Arvonne Fraser, Loretta Frederick and Albanian women’s
| organizations Women’s Center and Refleksione. The event featured

Radhika Coomaraswamy, the United Nations Special Rapporteur

| on Violence Against Women.

{| Five hundred guests gathered at the downtown Hilton to celebrate the
j growth of the international women’s human rights movement and the

contributions of Minnesota Advocates’ Women’s Program. The
event raised over $70,000. Thanks for your support.

Entertainment:

Above: Guests were
called to dinner by a
soul-stirring
performance from
Minneapolis Gospel
Sound.

Right: Prudence
Johnson performed a
song in honor of each
human rights award
winner.

*All Awards Dinner photos by Bill Cameron
OBSERVER * page5



Right: The Women's Himan Rights Award
Honorees were (from left to right) Delina
Fico, Sonila Qirjaku, Valdet Sala, Arvonne
Fraser, Loretta Frederick and Radhika

Coomaraswamy.

Thanks for Your Support of innesota A

Organizational Sponsors:

Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Organizational Support
Faegre & Benson, L.L.P.,

NAPIL Fellowship Co-Sponsor

Fredrikson & Byron Foundation,

NAPIL Fellowship Co-Sponsor

Ingber & Aronson, P.A.,

Refugee & Immigrant Program

Awards Dinner Supporters:

Sustainers

Anonymous

Briggs & Morgan, P.A.

Briggs & Morgan Fund
Lindquist & Vennum, P.L.L.P.

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, P.L.L.P.

Benefactors

Dorsey & Whitney, L.L.P.

Faegre & Benson, L.L.P.

Leonard, Street & Deinard Foundation
The Reebok Foundation

Sponsors

American Express Financial Advisors
Blue Cross Blue Shield

Scott Borene / Borene Law Firm

Bill and Connie Cameron

Ceridian Corporation

John Goetz

Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty & Bennett, P.A.

Gray Plant Mooty Foundation

Halleland, Lewis, Nilan, Simpkins &
Johnson

Hinshaw & Culbertson

Homestyles Publishing & Marketing, Inc.

Mayo Medical Center
Messerli & Kramer, P.A.
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vocates & the Awards Dinner

Oppenheimer, Wolff & Donnelly, L.L.P.
Siegel, Brill, Greupner, Duffy & Foster
Smith Parker, P.L.L.P.

Thompson & Sicoli, Ltd.

Contributors

Christian Akale

Anonymous

Kris Arneson and Clint Cutler
Peter Dahlen and Mary Carlsen
James E. Dorsey

Thomas S. Fraser

" Barbara Frey and Howard Orenstein

Anne and Peter Heegaard

Hennepin County Bar Association
Henson & Efron, P.A.

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs
KARE-11

Robert J. Karon

Karon Trial Law, P.A.

Kennedy & Graven, Chartered
Thomas R. King

Mansfield & Tanick, P.A.

Michael Foods, Inc.

Minnesota State Bar Association
Myers Thompson, P.A.
Oppenheimer, Wolff & Donnelly, L.L.P.
Mary and Michael Ranum

Paula Richey

Mary E. Strand

Lindsey C. Thomas and David Lauth
Zelle & Larson, L.L.P.

Friends

Walt Bachman
Margaret Chutich
Jean-Robert Cole
Julie Metcalf Cull
Charles F. Diesner
Pete Dross

Brad P. Engdahl
Marion Etzwiler

Nancy Etzwiler

Katherine Fennelly

Dan Ferris

Barbara Forster

Donald and Arvonne Fraser
David and Sue Gordon

Deil O. Gustafson

Scott Hagg

Sam Hanson

Cheryl and Roger Heegaard
Kathy Hoey

Cynthia A. Jokela

Robert 1. Karon

Hon. A.M. “Sandy” Keith
Faye Knowles

Corrie Lapinsky

Brad Lehrman

Tom and Rhoda Lewin .
John W. And Mary Ann Lundquist
Mackenzie & Hallberg, P.A.
Jane Matteson

David McDonald

Anthony S. Mendoza
Minnesota Women Lawyers
Joel & Jeanne Mugge
Northern States Power Co.
Robin Phillips

Rider, Bennett, Egan & Arundel, L.L.P.
Jack and Jackie Rosholt
Allan and Deborah Schneider
Elaine C. Schneider

George and Miriam Seltzer
Kathryn Sikkink

Steve Smith

Rev. Morris and Dorothy Sorenson
Dave Stamps

John Troyer

Christine Ver Ploeg

David Weissbrodt

Jane Willis

Marvin and Elayne Wolfenson
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Supporters

Ruth Andberg

Elizabeth Walker Anderson
Marna Anderson and Jim Morgan
Nancy Arnison '

Tara Barenok )

Ruth Barrett Rendler and Jack Rendler
Battered Women’s Justice Project
Aarthi Belani

Sue Bedor

Joyce Belgum / John Gabbert

Mr. and Mrs. Judson Bemis

Ann Betzner

Gail Chang Bohr / Children’s Law Center
Minnesota

Marcia Boisclair

Marie J. Boler

Aviva Breen

Jill Budzynski

Carolyn Chalmers and Eric Janus
Sharon Clapp .
Commercial Sexual Exploitation Resource
Institute :
Laura and Benjamin G. Cooper
Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans
Margo Coyle

Rita Coyle DeMeules

Kay Cram

Mary Jo Czaelewski

Gail Daneker

Ronald and Teresa Dauner
Natalie Detert

Judy C. Duffy

Martha Eaves

Nancy and Rolf Engh

Saeed Fahia

Kathleen Fargione

Linda Foreman and Mel Dickstein
Katie Fournier

Leonore B. Gerstein

Bill Frederick

Cecilia Frederick

Helen Frederick

Loretta Frederick

Tim Frederick

John French

Nancy Galatowstsch

Therese Gales

Greg Glarner

Kathleen Graham

Gary R. Gustafson

Stanley Hamilton

Ruth E. Hanold

Kent and Judith Harbison

Sarah Harnfelt

Seth Hartigan

Lois A. Herman

Dawn Hilbert

Jim Hilbert

Mary Hunt

Vi Hutchins

Loan Huynh

Louise Jenson
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Ann Juergens

Ember Junge

Jeanne H. Justus

Judith A. Kahn

Howard Kahn

Gavin Kearney

Hon. Mary Louise Klas
Nancy J. Kleeman

Suzanne Koepplinger

Luanne Koskinen

Karen Kraco

Helga Leitner

Susan Lenfestey

Barbara Lindeke / Anoka High School Al
Janet Lustig

Katherine L. McGill

Laura Melnick

Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women
Sally Nankivell

Kristen Nelson

Kathy O’Meara

Hon. Dolores Orey

Rosa Garcia-Peltoniemi

Eric Peltoniemi

Richard Pemberton, Ir.
Connie Perpich .

Louise Platt

Jennifer Prestholdt and Charles Weed
Mary C. Pruitt

Marvin Rothfusz

Dianne and Jim Safley

Greg Salisbury .

Sosamma Samuel

Malinda & Nate Schmiechen
Liz Sipe '
Arlene Skorich

_Robert and Teresa Sonier

Nancy Speer

Jan Stark

Patricia Steiger

Benita T. Stelmachers

AVA Special Events

Dr. Shana Swiss

Marjorie Thomas

Beverly and Earl Thompson

Julie Tilley

Jim Tindall

Mary Tjosvold

Rollie M. Troup

Rubie L. Troup

Emily Anne Tuttle

Arlana Vaughan

Sharon Rice Vaughan

Mary Vrabel

Hon. Rosalie Wahl

Mark Walbran / Walbran, Walbran,
Furness & Leuning

James Wilkinson

John Windhorst

Elayne Wolfenson

Women’s Coalition, Duluth

Shahnaz S. Yousuf

Marcia Yugend

THANKS TO:

Minnesota Advocates wishes to thank
the following individuals for their
contributions to the success of the
Awards Dinner.

1998 Planning Committee
Marna Anderson
Ruth Barrett-Rendler
Annie Cull

Laura Danielson
Loan Huynh

Karin Jacobs

Rick Kupchella
Dipankar Mukherjee
Curt Peterson

Mary Ranum

Jack Rendler
Sosamma Samuel
Cheryl Thomas

Rob Treinan

Those who made donaﬁons:

Boulevard Gardens for donating all
flowers.

Bill Cameron for taking photos of
the volunteer award recipients and the
evening’s event.

Colleen DeBower and Michelle
Elliott for design concept and
creative consultation.

Interns/Nolunteers:

Tony Andrea, Brian Aust, Susanne
Beechey, Matthias Brown, Megan
Ceronsky, Ingrid Christiansen, Lea
Coon, Becky Delafield, Lauren
Fleer, Oliver Kim, Suzanne
Koepplinger, Carlene McCalla, Tom
Moritz, Jests Mufioz, Joe Murphy,
Satomi Niki, Kristi Otte, Jessica
Price, Chris Schmaltz, Juliette
Schneider, Ajit Shah, Lisa Steele,
Karla Stone, Jessica Weltman, Thai
Xiong, Kao Yang

Part-time Awards Dinner help:
Angie Hoeft and Johanna Olson

Event volunteers: Kathleen Graham,
Maria Baldini-Potermin, Johanna
Bond, Paula Schwartzbauer, Frank
Steed, Karla Stone, Andrew Urch,
and Gwen Willems.
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MEXICO: In response to the violent reaction of the Mexican
government to the discontent in Chiapas, we request that
letters be sent to President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico
calling for the reinstitution of peaceful negotiations
between the government and the Zapatistas. For more than
four years, Chiapas’ indigenous population has endured
violent and systematic efforts to silence their demands for
their constitutionally-guaranteed rights to land and freedom
of speech. These state-sponsored efforts have included
arbitrary detentions, persecution and torture of political
activists, violations of voting rights, rapes of women, and
extra-judicial killings. Please call on the Government of
Mexico to restore and respect human rights in the state of
Chiapas. Write to:

Ambassador Jesus Reyes-Hiroles

Embassy of Mexico

1911 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington D.C. 20006 Tel: (202) 728-1600

ZIMBABWE: We are calling for letters to the Zimbabwean
leadership in response to the arrest of Keith Goddard, one
of the country’s most prominent gay activists and Program
Manager for the Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe (GALZ).
He faces a sentence of seven years if he is convicted of
having breached Zimbabwe’s stringent sodomy laws, a
charge that he denies vehemently. Please ask the Zimbab-
wean authorities to immediately drop all charges against
Keith Goddard, as they are unfounded and uncorroborated,
and cease all government-sponsored defamation of gays
and lesbians. Write to:

The Honorable Patrick Chinamasa

Attorney-General

Corner House

P.O. Box 7714

Causeway, Harare

Zimbabwe FAX: 263-4-70023

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT: Minnesota Advocates is
campaigning for U.S. participation in the treaty which
creates an International Criminal Court. The ICC,
strongly favored by our government in principle, has a
good chance to be the first global guarantor of justice for
perpetrators of crimes against humanity. You can join our
efforts by encouraging Senator Grams to advocate U.S.
support for and participation in the International Criminal
Court.

Senator Rod Grams
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Please write:
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The conflict in Kosovo continues to escalate into a full-
blown war between the Serbs and ethnic Albanians
residing in the province. Major military offensives are
being taken by both the Serbian forces and the KLA,
resulting in numerous civilian casualties and a large
number of internally displaced persons. As these
offensives increase in severity and frequency, hostility and
tension between the Albanian population and Serbian
forces is growing as well, resulting in blatant human rights
abuses by the Serbs against unarmed civilians.

Recent reports describe the following: The UNHCR
representatives in Kosovo report that the humanitarian
situation in the province is deteriorating rapidly. The
heavy fighting which occurred the weekend of July 19th
between Serbian forces and Albanian separatists have been
described as the worst clashes seen in the conflict. At the
same time, these military offensives are taking place in
villages with large civilian populations. One such civilian
population would be the 20,000 people of Orahovac, a
town that has been at the center of battle because of its
strategic military importance. There have been reports of
a “civilian massacre” in the predominately Albanian town,
Serb forces are in control of the area and continue to abuse
those who were not able to flee. As in most towns under
Serb control, the ethnic Albanians are subject to ill-
treatment, torture, and extrajudicial execution. It has also
been reported that Serb forces refuse to allow humanitar-
ian workers access to the area. According to the UNHCR,
the heavy fighting in areas such as Orahovac could create

a humanitarian crisis of epidemics and starvation for the

100,000+ displaced persons in the Kosovo region.

In response to the violence and abuse the ethnic Albanian
civilian population is suffering in this conflict, Minnesota
Advocates encourages action. Please send e-mails,
telegrams, faxes, or letters:

1) Expressing concern for the safety of unarmed and
internally displaced ethnic Albanians in Kosovo.

2) Calling for international pressure to convince the Serbs
to allow humanitarian organizations and workers into the
province to distribute aid.

3) Stressing that while Serbian forces have a right to
respond to violent attacks, national law and international
standards such as the UN Code of Conduct for Law
Enforcement Officials and related text recommended strict
guidelines on the use of force,

Please send these appeals immediately to:
Giancarlo Aragana, Secretary General
Org. for Security and Cooperation in Europe
Kaertnerring 5-7
1010 Vienna
Austria

tel. 43-1-514-360
fax. 43-1-514-369
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New Immigration Law
Sets One Year Deadline
for Asylum Seekers

For the first time in the history of the U.S. asylum law,
individuals fleeing from persecution or torture must file

- for asylum within one year of entry to the U.S. For
example, Client A arrived in the US on June 1, 1997.
Client A must file for asylum by May 31, 1998. Failure to
Sfile on or before the deadline precludes certain aliens
Jrom filing for asylum in the future, unless they can
demonstrate that they qualify Jor one of the few strict
exceptions under the Act.

Some examples of exceptions to the one-year deadline
include:

(1) changes in conditions in the applicant’s country;
(2) changes in the U.S. affecting the applicant, including
changes in applicable U.S. law;

(3) serious illness or physical or mental disability of
significant duration;

(4) legal disability during first years after arrival;

(5) ineffective assistance of counsel; and

(6) applicant maintained temporary protective status
before filing for asylum.

These exceptions are by no means exclusive. Further
clarification of the exceptions is expected as litigation
arises due to the asylum deadline law. To avoid this
burden of proof, it is essential that individuals who are
victims of past persecution or fear future persecution apply
for asylum within one year of their arrival in the U.S.

In response to this new asylum procedure, the Refugee and
Immigrant Program at Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights assisted more than 30 individuals file applications
in May due to the asylum deadline. MAHR will continue
to assist individuals who have bona fide asylum claims file
their asylum applications even if MAHR cannot accept

_ them as a MAHR client. MAHR will also provide pro se
asylum packets to those individuals who wish to apply for
asylum on their own or cannot find an aftorney to assist
them in time to meet the deadline.

Individuals who need assistance with their asylum
applications may contact the Refugee and Immigrant
Program at Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights at
(612)341-3302 for additional information and referrals.

T an'neséfa Advocates is always
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___ Call Annie at 612-341-3302 to donat,

Refugee & Immigrant Program intern Sheila Stuhlman
works with a client to file an asylum application before
the April Ist ruling went into effect. During the month of
March, Minnesota Advocates assisted more than 25
clients who would have lost the right to file for asylum

on April Ist.

The Termination of Liberia’s designation under
the TPS (Temporary Protected Status) Program

The Department of State has determined that Liberia no
longer meets the requirements to be designated under the
TPS program. As of March 31, 1998, TPS designation for
Liberia was extended for a final 6-month period, from
March 29, 1998, to September 28, 1998.The final 6 month
extension of TPS for Liberian nationals extends from
March 29, 1998 until September 28, 1998.

After the elections in July 1997, the new Liberian
Government’s policy is to welcome back the Liberian
nationals who were displaced during the conflict, and to
support their repatriation to their country.

The U.S. Department of State will review security condi-
tions in Liberia prior to September 28, 1998. If the State
Department finds that security conditions have improved,
the TPS program for Liberians (or aliens having no
nationality who last habitually resided in Liberia) could be
considered for another extension.

Re-registration for the final 6-month period will be
effective from March 31, 1998 until April 29, 1998.
Liberians who are currently under TPS but have not
applied for any other form of relief such as asylum, or
withholding of removal, cancellation of removal may wish
to consider applying for relief once TPS terminates.

in need of donated fre ent flyer mil'e's‘:"




INS Separates
Mother and
Child in
Minnesota

On May 4, 1998, Karantha S., a Sri
Lankan Tamil woman, accompanied
by her two children, arrived at the
Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport in transit to Canada. She was
fleeing persecution and torture in Sri -
Lanka. The INS officials detained her
and her children as she did not have
the appropriate travel documents. An
asylum officer found that Karantha S.
possessed credible fear. As of July 2,
she is still detained by the INS in Rice
County Jail and her children are
detained in Chicago at a juvenile
detention facility.

Karantha’s family in Canada con-
tacted Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights for assistance. De-
spite a parole request by Minnesota
Advocates to the INS District
Director in Bloomington for their
release pending their asylum hearing,
they are still detained. Karantha is
deeply distraught over her separation
from her children. According to
relatives in Canada, the children have
been crying for their mother and are
very frightened.

The Bloomington INS office’s policy
of detaining bona fide asylum seekers
in criminal county jails and prisons
shocks one’s conscience. It is more
tragic that United States immigration
laws have allowed the local INS
District to detain innocent children
apart from their parents while they are
seeking asylum in the United States.

Fingerprints Facility Opening

This August an INS Application
Support Center will open at Midway
Market Place, 1360 University Ave.
W, Suite 103, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Phone 1-888-557-5398 for info.
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Nicaraguan Adjustment |
and Central American Relief Act

Congress recently passed the “Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American
Relief Act” which grants amnesty to qualified nationals of Nicaragua and Cuba
and creates exceptions to the harsh new cancellation of removal rules for
immigrants of certain nationalities. Individuals who qualify for benefits under
NACARA can apply for relief from June 22, 1998 through March 31, 2000.

First, Nicaraguans and Cubans who entered the United States before December
1, 1995 are eligible for permanent residence if they apply for adjustment of
status before April 1, 2000. Spouses, minor children or adult children who
enter the U.S. December 1, 1995 may qualify for derivative benefits under
NACARA.

In order to qualify for this relief the individual must be:

1. a national of Cuba or Nicaragua;

2. physically present in the U.S. for continuous period (total absences
not exceeding 180 days) beginning on or before December 1, 1995;

3. OR a spouse or child of individual granted adjustment;

4. OR unmarried son or daughter of individual granted adjustment if he

or she establishes continuous physical presence in US on or before
December 1, 1995; and

5. admissible except some grounds of inadmissibility do not apply such
as public charge, labor certification, present in US without being
admitted or paroled documentary requirements, and aliens unlawfully
present for more than six months or one year.

Second, NACARA provides protection to certain individuals from El Salvador,
Guatamala, Russia, any republic of the former Soviet Union, Latvia, Estonia,
Lithuania, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Albania, East
Germany, Yugoslavia, or any state of the former Yugoslavia from the new
cancellation of removal provisions in the [llegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996. Individuals who have received final
orders of deportation or removal and qualify for suspension or cancellation of
removal have from January 16, 1998 until September 11, 1998 to file motions
to reopen under NACARA.

Nationals of El Salvador will be able to file for relief under the pre-IIRAIRA
suspension rules if 1) they entered the United States on or before September
19, 1990 and registered for benefits under the ABC settlement or applied for
TPS status on or before October 31, 1991 and they were not apprehended after
December 19, 1990 at time of entry, or 2) they applied for asylum on or before
April 1, 1990.

Nationals of Guatemala who qualify for relief under the pre-IIRAIRA suspen-
sion rules must have 1) entered the U.S. on or before October 1, 1990, regis-
tered for benefits pursuant to the ABC settlement on or before December 31,
1991 and not have been apprehended after December 1990 at time of entry or,
2) applied for asylum on or before April 1, 1990.

New cancellation of removal provisions will also not apply to certain nationals
of the Soviet Union, Russia, any republic of the former Soviet Union, Latvia,
Estonia, Lithuania, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria,
Albania, East Germany, Yugoslavia, or any state of the former Yugoslavia.
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£ Thirteenth Annual Asylum
: Conference A Success

On June 5 the Refugee and Asylum Project held its annual Asylum Confer-
ence attended by over a hundred law students, lawyers, and social service
workers. In addition to the customary training on refugee law, preparing an
asylum case, working with torture victims, and removal proceedings, this
year’s conference included sessions on credible fear determinations and
alternative forms of relief, the latter of which addressed Article IIT, Conven-
tion Against Torture. Breakout sessions allowed participants to choose
between a mock asylum interview with a question and answer session and
presentations on African asylum claims and advocating on immigrant issues.
The University of Minnesota provided a presentation on the latest research
tools for country documentation, including the Internet and the Web.

The high-quality of the conference was largely due to the speakers, who
included Chuck Arondale, Chuor Chuor, Michael Davis, Judge Joseph
Dierkes, Karen Ellingson, Kenneth Madsen, Therese Gales, Rosa E. Garcia-
Peltoniemi, Michelle Garnett, Alan Goldfarb, Lesley Guyton, Loan Huynh,
Mark Lee, Patricia Mattos, Joanne Meehan, Kathy Moccio, Jennifer
Prestholdt, April Schwartz, and Steven Thal.

Sponsors for the conference included the Law Firm of Davis, Levine, and
Miller, Dayton-Hudson Foundation, Ingber & Aronson PA, Midwest Coalition
for Human Rights, and the University of Minnesota Human Rights Center.
Refreshments were generously donated by Einstein Bagels, the New French
Bakery, Sinbad Center Inc., Stop and Buy, and Marissa’s Bakery.

Represen
process.
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BIAS Hits Outstate
Communities with
Immigration Message

In addition to its ongoing work in the
Metro area, the B.I.A.S. (Building
Immigrant Awareness & Support)
Project has been working extensively
in Greater Minnesota communities.

In February, the Project traveled to
Worthington and presented to two
groups of immigrants from the Swift
meatpacking plant on human rights
and recent immigration-related
legislative changes. Later project
staff joined Leticia Rodriguez, of the
Worthington Community Connectors
office as part of the morning program
on Worthington radio station KITN.
The Project also met with educators
from junior and high schools on
immigration issues in the classroom.

In January the Project traveled to
Northfield where they presented to
three World History classes at
Northfield High School.

In late February, the Project presented
to a coalition of 15 service providers
from the Mankato area who are
members of a networking group led
by LA-MANO, a local service
agency that works to identify needs
and develop leadership in the Latino
community.

On March 26, the Project presented as
part of a panel in Winona at an
educational forum sponsored by
Project FINE (Focus on Integrating
Newcomers through Education).

The Project also presented to 25
educators from around the state at the
1997 Minnesota Council for the
Social Studies Conference.

In April, the Project traveled to the
Fargo/Moorhead area with the
Partners in Human Rights Education
Program to present to several groups
of teachers.
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Hundreds of Minnesota women gathered to celebrate the
diversity of Minnesota women at the Third Annual
International Women’s Day Celebration. The event was
held at the University of Minnesota St. Paul Student
Center on Saturday, March 7, 1998. Minnesota Advocates
for Human Rights and the Minnesota Women’s Founda-
tion presented the day-long event. Nearly 30 organiza-
tions co-sponsored the event, and a dedicated group of
volunteers made up the planning committee. The program
highlighted issues of international women’s human rights
relevant to Minnesota women through educational,
cultural, and artistic presentations.

Ruth MacKenzie and company opened the day with a
performance of excerpts from “Kalevala: Dream of the
Salmon Maiden.” Based on a Finnish epic, “Kalevala”
tells the story of a young woman’s search for truth. The
performers wove together evocative music, movement and
theater, using sound and techniques rarely performed in
the U.S. -- the ancient sounds of the Scandinavian and
Finno-Ugric people.

Following the opening performance, a panel of four
women from the African-American, Chicana/Latina,
Hmong, and Ethiopian communities discussed the roles
women have played in organizing their communities.
Deepika Udagama, a Sri Lankan human rights attorney
and a professor at the University of Colombo, moderated
the panel. Ms. Udagama is currently a visiting Fulbright
Fellow at Harvard University. Mary Azzahir, Executive
Director of the Powderhorn Cultural Wellness Center,
discussed African-American women’s political action. Ka
Ying Yang, Executive Director of the Women’s Associa-
tion of Hmong and Lao, also drew on the history of her
community in discussing Hmong women’s roles in
leading their communities. Patricia Torres-Ray, Director
of the Children of Color Initiative at the State of Minne-
sota Department of Human Services, emphasized the roles
women play in helping and empowering each other. Agitu
Wodajo, Executive Director of the International Self-
Reliance Agency for Women, drew on her experiences in
Ethiopia in discussing the roles of women leaders.

After the panel discussion, International Women’s Day
participants broke out into workshops, choosing from a
total of twenty workshop topics during the day. Work-
shop options included “Violence Against Women as a
Human Rights Issue,” “Health Issues for Women of
Color,” “Gender Fairness in the Justice System,” “Build-
ing a Vocal Community,” “Welfare Reform and Human
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Third Annual International Women’s Day
Celebration Most Successful Yet

Rights Issues,” “Immigrant Women and Self-Esteem,”
“The Effects of Divorce on Women,” and “Women’s
Rights in Agriculture, Food and Production.”.

The day closed with an original dramatic presentation of
“Powerful Voices - Songs by Women” by Pangea World
Theater. The performance combined dance and poetry to
powerfully highlight issues of race and class in the
women’s movement worldwide.

International Women’s Day began in New York City on
March 8, 1908, when textile workers went on strike for
better working conditions and the right to organize. In
1910, hundreds of women who had marched in the 1908
strike were killed when a fire broke out at the Triangle
Manufacturing Company. This led to the declaration of
March 8 as an international day of commemoration and
dedication to the cause of equality for women. Most
countries now observe International Women’s Day on or
near March 8.

Minnesota Advocates would like to thank everyone who
made this event a success. If you would like to help plan
next year’s celebration, please call a member of the
Women’s Program staff at (612) 341-3302.

Pangea World Theater performed “Powerful Voices -
Songs by Women,” a dramatic presentation written by
Sharon Cage and Barbara Ryan.

August 1998 « Volume X, Issue 1



Introducing a new educational
resource in honor of the 50th
Anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights...

HUMAN RIGHTS HUMAN RIGHTS
HERE AND NOW HERE AND NOW

The year 1998 marks the 50th ] Celebr ?ﬁng the _
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

anniversary of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR). Most people living in the
United States remain unaware of this
document, the foundation of all human
rights. To address that lack of knowl-
edge, Amnesty International USA,
Human Rights USA, and the Stanley
Foundation have jointly published this
new educational resource; Human _
Rights Here and Now! Celebrating the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Written by a team of educators from
Amnesty’s Human Rights Educators’
Network, this book is intended for

use both by community groups and

teachers in elementary and secondary A PUBLICATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATORS' NETWORK
schools. It provides background infor- OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA,

mation, ideas for taking action, and HUMAN RIGHTS USA, AND THE STANLEY FOUNDATION

interactive exercises to help people A CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE
learn about the human rights guaran- FOR HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION, 1995-2004
teed in the UDHR.

Individual copies of Human Rights
Here and Now are free upon request.

(] I would like to order a copy of Human Rights Here and Now.

Name: Please send to:
Organization/School: Human Rights USA Resource Center
Add 310 Fourth Avenue South, Suite 1000
ress: Minneapolis, MN 55415-1012
Toll Free Number: 888-HREDUCS
Phone: Fax: E-mail: hrusa@tc.umn.edu

E-mail:







