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Local, National and International Action In November

Celebrating Minnesota's
Diverse Communities

In spite of the first snowfall of the
season, more than one hundred people
attended the Refugee and Immigrant
Program’s first annudl “Celebration of
Community and Diversity” at the Brian
Coyle Community Center on November
13th. The fundraiser included a silent
auction, a splendid spread of foods
donated by over twenty ethnic restau-
rants, and performances representing
three different cultures. Most impor-
tantly, the event provided &n opportu-
nity for clients, members of i@iﬁnigrant
communities, volunteers, staff; and
supporters of Minnesota Advocates to
celebrate the richly diverse community
we enjoy here in the Twin Cities Metro
Area. '

See CELEBRATION page 7

HETERE
Members of the U of MN
Ethiopian Student Association

performed atthe event.

Second Inter-Balkan Conference A Success
for Active Women's Program Volunteers

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights and two Albanian human rights
groups, the Women's Center and
Refleksione, conducted a conference on
legal strategies to combat domestic
violence during the first week of
November 1997. The conference,
funded by the Open Society Institute in
Budapest, was held in Sofia, Bulgaria.
The sixty participants in the conference
included judges, prosecutors, lawyers
and NGO activists from Albania,
Bulgaria, Bosnia, Croatia, Greece,
Hungary, the Kosovo region of .. .
Yugoslavia, Macedonia, Romania,
Serbia and the United States.

This conference was organized to

address issues identified by partici-
pants in the first Inter-Balkan Work-
shop on Domestic Violence held in
Tirana; Albania in June 1996. The
previous conference in Tirana was also

-a joint effort of Minnesota Advocates,
th'e_Women's Center and Refleksione.

Members of the Minnesota delegation
opened the conference with an over-
view of domestic violence issues.
Loretta Frederick of the Battered

Women’s Justice Project in Minneapo-

lis explained the evolution of the
theories about the cause of démestic ‘
violence in the United States. Loretta
has had years of experience in the U.S.
training police to effectively respond to

domestic violence cases.

Aviva Breen of the Commission on the
Economic Status of Women in the
Minnesota legislature, discussed the
myths and realities of domestic violence
-- myths which pervade worldwide. She
also discussed lobbying efforts used in
Minnesota to pass legislation on
domestic violence issues.

Marlene Kayser, along-time activist for
women's issues in Minnesota, read the
testimony of a battered woman who

told her story at the United Nations
World Conference on Huinan Rights in
Vienna. This testimony highlighted the
physical and psychological pain of
domestic violence and the conse-
quences of an ineffectivé criminal

Justice system response. .

Marlene also joined Robin Phillips, the
Director of the Women’s Program at
Minnesota Advocates to lead a break-
out discussion ‘on community and
volunteer organizing.

Each Balkan delegation presented the
situation of battered women in each of
their legal systems and described the
services for battered women that are
being developed in the Balkan region.
Their descriptions revealed common
obstacles faced by battered women
seeking help through criminal and civil

legal systems. Problems faced by

See CONFERENCE page 4
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Minnesota Advocates
and U.S. Human Rights Policy

Dear Activist,

The past six months has been an extradordinary time for Minnesota Advocates
and for decisions on human rights by the Clinton Administration and Congress.
Your activism and support made considerable accomplishments possible.

With representatives of other major international human rights groups, Minne-
sota Advocates met with Secretary of State Madeline Albright, National
Security Council Chair Sandy Berger, and Undersecretary of Defense Walter
Slocumb. On our own we met with many Members of Congress and key staff,
including the entire Minnesota delegation.

In some areas we had a good dialogue and progress seems assured. The U.S. is
assisting justice and reconstruction in Rwanda and Congo. More important,
U.S. policy-makers have been forced to see the necessity of preventing
widespread violence and genocide in this region.

We asked that the Administration make human rights a centerpiece of the
recent summit meeting between President Clinton and China’s Jiang Zemin, and
that prisoners of conscience held in China be released. Human rights did in fact
assume a pre-eminent position in coverage of the Summit and leading dissident
Wei Jingsheng was released. Minnesota Advocates participated in the
‘alternative human rights summit’ held across the street from the White House.

Minnesota Advocates encouraged Members of Congress to address the urgent
human rights needs of African communities and countries in crises: Liberia,
Nigeria, Kenya and Sudan as well as Burundi, Rwanda and Congo.

On other issues we did not do as well. Those most responsible for killing, rape
and ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia continue to evade responsibility.
We could not convince the Administration to sign the international treaty
banning landmines. These failures raise deeply troubling concerns about our
government’s commitment to the universal application of human rights principle
and law.

But we have come a very long way since the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights was first articulated 50 years ago. The protection and promotion of
human rights has become a firm expectation of U.S. domestic behavior and
foreign policy. It must now become the very essence of both.

Minnesota Advocates will continue the struggle and, with the rest of the

human rights movement, we will prevail. Many thanks for all of your work,
commitment and support.

Zakl_

ck Rendler
Executive Director

Regards,
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