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Minnesota Mourns True Advocates for Human Rights

Portrait by Rick Phillips

Minnesota Advocites for Human Rights mourns the loss of Senator
Paul and Sheila Wellstone, their daughter Marcia and their staff
members. We extend our sincere sympathy to the Wellstone and
Markuson families and the families and friends of Tom Lapic, Will
McLaughin, Mary McEvoy, Richard Conry and Michael Guess.

Paul and Sheila Wellstone were great promoters of human rights,
and their leadership in the Senate on these issues was unparalleled.
The values enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, including the inherent dignity and equal rights of all
members of the human family as the “foundation of freedom,
justice and peace in the world,” were guiding principles of their life
and work. Paul and Sheila Wellstone’s work to promote
international human rights around the world was unique and
refreshing at a time when engagement with the international
community was not a priority in Washington, D.C.

The Wellstones’ vision for improving lives was not limited by
national borders. They saw the need for strong voices from the
United States to support the work of human rights advocates around
the globe. Senator Wellstone was chair of the South Asia
Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and internationally, Paul and Sheila Wellstone promoted those
forcefully argued that trade with China should be linked to the human rights standards in Minnesota and in the United
country’s human rights record. He consistently denounced human States. They worked tirelessly for the right to health care
rights violations in the region. He was outspoken and active in his education, and freedom from poverty. They also worke d,
concern about human rights violations in Colombia, Chechnya and tirelessly for immigrant rights. They viewed immigrants

Afghanistan. (Continued on page 9)

Senator Paul Wellstone

In addition to their commitment to human rights

New Minnesota Advocates Website Launched!

Minnesota Advocates is pleased to announce that our upcoming events, actions, projects and opportunities for you to

website — www.mnadvocates.org — has been relaunched with  get involved in our work!

an improved look and wider and more accessible information

on our programs, projects, events, human rights links and We would like to thank Urban Planet for hosting and design.

publications. They have done a wonderful job creating a sophisticated and
user-friendly site.

The site also offers new resources for pro bono attorneys,

urgent action updates and opportunities for volunteer u rb an PI a net
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involvement. Please check out our new look and give us your msornot sohitions Kfar boteer veorls
feedback. We will use the website to keep you updated on Su
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The mission of Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights is to implement international
human rights standards to promote civil
soclety and reinforce the rule of law. By
involving volunteers In research, education,
and advocacy, we bulld broad constituencies
in the United States and selected global
communities.

From the Director’s Desk

This year has been busy and productive for
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights.

I would like to thank all of you for your
ongoing support. In addition to your
generous financial support, you have
volunteered countless hours of time to our
many projects. These volunteer projects
ranged from representing asylum clients and
documenting human rights abuses overseas,
to assisting with web-based advocacy and
writing reports.

This past year, our
longstanding projects
were busier than ever.
With the help of more
than 300 volunteer
attorneys, we assisted
more than 800
individuals fleeing
persecution and torture
in their home
countries. We
conducted training and
education projects to
dispel anti-immigrant
myths and improve the
environment for
newcomers to our communities. We
published new reports documenting sex
discrimination and sexual harassment in the
workplace and domestic violence in Poland.
We hosted the Seventh Annual International
Women’s Day celebration with a special
focus on women, peace, and human rights.
We continued our women’s human rights
program lunch lectures, hosted by Briggs and
Morgan. We hosted continuing legal
education programs on human rights and
asylum law and continued to support teachers
to bring human rights education into the
classroom. Staff members and volunteers
have spoken in classrooms, universities and
community organizations in Minnesota and
around the country.
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We have also implemented some exciting new
projects this year. We sent a volunteer
delegation of attorneys to monitor the truth and
reconciliation process in Peru at the invitation
of a Peruvian human rights organization. We
hosted a forum to bring people in the
community together for a discussion of the
human rights abuses in Gujarat, India and how
we, in Minnesota can respond. We have
relaunched our Blackmun Death Penalty
Education Project to educate lawyers and the
public about the problems with the death
penalty in the United States.

We welcome new board member, Mark
Lindberg. Mark is a Senior Program Officer
with the Otto Bremer Foundation. He served
in the Peace Corps in Papua, New Guinea. He
is long-time human rights advocate and brings
his strong commitment to social justice to the
organization. We also welcome several new
staff members. (Please see page 11 for details
about our new staff members.) At our annual
awards dinner in June, Bill Schulz, Executive
Director of Amnesty International USA
challenged us to continue to build respect for
human rights here in the United States.

We know that with the help of the many
talented people involved with the organization
and with your continued support of our work,
we will meet this challenge. We highlight
some of our work in the following pages. If
you are not already volunteering for one of our
projects, I hope it will inspire you to join in.
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Robin’Phillips
Executive Director



Peru: International Human Rights Monitoring Project

A delegation of 10 attorneys from Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights traveled to Peru early in November to participate
as international observers in the Truth and Reconciliation
Process. The Truth and Reconciliation Process is an
investigation of the human rights violations committed under the
tle of three separate governments in Peru between 1980 and
2000.

Paz y Esperanza (Peace and
Hope), one of the main
Peruvian non-governmental
human rights organizations
providing technical support to
the commission, invited
Minnesota Advocates to
observe the commission's public
hearings and conduct fact-
finding in both Lima and
Ayacucho. The results of the
trip were unavailable as the
newsletter went to press, but
team members were scheduled
to conduct individual interviews
with victims, witnesses, legal
advocates, commissioners, the
Minister of Justice and the President of the Superior Court. The
delegation also planned to visit a prison and a torture treatment
center.

The presence of international observers, such as the Minnesota
Advocates delegation, is central to the success of the public
hearings and the overall Truth and Reconciliation Process.

International observers uphold the integrity of the process by
monitoring the hearings and publishing their observations.
International observers also provide moral and emotional
support to the victims who have made the difficult decision to
come forward with their testimonies. International observers
further legitimize the Truth and Reconciliation Process by
bringing it to the attention not only of Peruvians themselves, but
also to other nations. In the end, an international observer
presence also puts pressure on the Peruvian government to
comply with the commission’s recommendations.

Minnesota Advocates’ International Human Rights Monitoring
Team for Peru is made up of Deputy Director Jennifer
Prestholdt and volunteer attorneys Colleen Beebe, John Borman,
Aviva Breen, Holly Gimbel, Kass Harstad, Margaret
Manderfeld, Nancy Mischel, Paula Schwartzbauer and Sheila
Stuhlman.

Between 1980 and 2000, Peru experienced violent internal
conflict that resulted in more than 5,000 disappeared, 30,000
killed, and 300,000 internally displaced persons. Thousands
more were imprisoned and tortured, while economic losses
numbered in the thousands of millions of dollers. The Shining
Path and Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement terrorist
groups, as well as the Peruvian government, were directly
responsible for human rights abuses during this period of
violence, which ended in 2000 when Alberto Fujimori lost
power.

Now Peru faces both a tremendous challenge and an historical
opportunity: national reconciliation. Upon return to the U.S.,
team members will compile their written observations and
participate in producing a written report. The written report,
which will apply international human rights standards to Peru’s
Truth and Reconciliation Process, will also include
recommendations to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
the Peruvian government, the NGO community and other
relevant participants in the process.

For more information, contact Jennifer Prestholdt at
jprestholdt@mnadvocates.org.

Save the Date!

Elimination of Bias CLE

Minnesota Advocates will host an
Elimination of Bias CLE on
Refugees in the Legal System
12:00-2 p.m. on January 15, 2003
at the Firm of Dorsey & Whitney

This two-hour Continuing Legal Education
seminar will examine the role played by bias in the
legal system’s treatment of refugees, and outline
ways that lawyers can most productively represent
their refugee clients. The session will also address
the larger context of policy and law practice in
light of refugee experiences. Fee: $50.00

For information and registration, contact 612-341-
3302 or hrights@mnadvocates.org
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