Top death pen : Ity and criminal defense
experts from around the United States

will be convergmg m aneapolls from

'April 22 to 24 for a conference on death
-penalty htlgatlo ining . The roster
-of distinguished speakers will include
Professor Michael Tigar of the Univer-
sity of Texas, Gerald Goldstein, Vice-
President of the National Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Profes-
sor James Ellis of the University of
New Mexico, Nick Trentacosta, Di-
rector of the Loyola Death Penalty
Resource Centerin Louisianaand Eden
Harrington, Director of the Texas Re-
source Center.

The three-day conference will attract
attorneys in the upper-Midwest with
widely differing levels of experience in
criminal defense. There will be litiga-
tion training for attorneys experienced
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Death Penalty Conference
Set for April 22- 24

in death penalty cases ‘as well as intro-

‘ductory lectures for those considering

taking a case.

The conference will highlight legal
issuesrelating to the execution of people
with mental retardation and mental
illness. Attorneys will be' trained to
make the best possible use of mental
health evidence in post-conviction liti-
gation. Professor James Ellis of the
University of New Mexico, a leading
expert in the field of law and psychia-
try, will speak on the problem of false
confessions and competence to waive
constitutional rights, issues now pend-
ing before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Other workshops will focus on the use
of scientific evidence in post-convic-
tion cases, including expert testimony
on forensic pathology, fire-arms, and
DNA identification. Stephen Bright
(see right) will close the conference
with a lecture examining the political
and legal issues that lie ahead, provid-
ing insights on the future of habeas
corpus reform.

The conference is a collaborative effort
of Minnesota Advocates, the Ameri-
can Bar Association, the Texas Re-
source Center, and the Loyola Death
Penalty Resource Center in Louisiana.
For more information, contact Eric
Rosenthal at 612-341-3302.®
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Stephen Bnght Director of the South-

ern Center for Human Rights in Geor-
gia and J. Skelly Wright Fellow at
Yale Law School this sprmg, will be
honored at a receptlon on Friday
evening, April 23. Mr. Bnght is an
articulate opponent of the death pen-
alty and an outspoken advocate for
improved legal representatlon for
people on death row. (see Statement of
Stephen Bright to House ‘Judiciary
Committee, below). .Mr. Bright was
the moving spirit behind the establish-
ment of Minnesota’s Death Penalty
Defense Project in December 1990.
For information about tickets please
call Eric Rosenthal at 612-341-3302.

Selections from a statement made be-
Sfore the Subcommittee on Civil and|
Constitutional Rights, Committee of]
the Judiciary, United States House of]
Representatives. May 9, 1990.

My name is Stephen B, Bright. Iam
an attorney, practicing law in Atlanta.
I am most grateful for your invitation
to be here today to share my experi-
ence and observations regarding the
use of the death penalty in our nation
today.

My experience in this area dates back
to just over ten years ago, when [ was
directing a law school clinical pro-
gramin this city .... Until that time, I,
like many Americans, was under the
impression that the process for impos-
ing death was an elaborate one. From

continued on page 6




Newsnotes

In January 1993, the J. Roderick
MacArthur Foundation awarded a
$20,000 grant to support the Minne-
sota Advocates’ project to develop strat-
egies for preventing gross human
rights abuses in Kosovo, Yugosla-
via. The Minnesota Advocates have
formed four working groups on
Kosovo: Refugees, Diplomacy, Inter-
vention, and War Crimes. Interested
volunteers should contact Elizabeth
Bruch at 612-341-3302.

Professor Frank Newman, Professor
Emeritus of Boalt Hall and former
California Supreme Court Justice, par-
ticipated in the Minnesota Advocates’
conference on Kosovo at Robins,
Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi in Minneapo-
lis on January 9. Professor Newman
and Professor David Weissbrodt held
an additional meeting on “Precedent
and Procedure in War Crimes Prosecu-
tions” which was attended by members
of the Kosovo project and interested
students.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication
of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights,

an independent organization of lawyers and
other advocates cornmitted to the impartial
promotion and protection of international hu-
manrights. Theorganization advocatesagainst
individual human rights abuses, investigates
human rights conditions in other countries,
works to strengthen laws and institutions that
protect human rights, and educates the public
about human rights.
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Refugee and Asylum Director, Nancy
Arnison, has been invited to partici-
pate in a panel discussion on “Prevent-
ing the Next Bosnia” sponsored by the
ABA International Human Rights Com-
mittee and the ABA Committee on
Central and Eastern Europe on April
29 in Washington, D.C. Minnesota
Advocates members, Patricia
Bloodgood and David Weissbrodt,
are co-chairs of the International Hu-
man Rights Committee.

Executive Director, Barbara Frey,
will speak on “Preventing Human
Rights Violations -- the Case of
Kosovo” at the University of Notre
Dame Law School on February 18.
Frey’s visit is hosted by the Center for
Civil and Human Rights at Notre
Dame.

The International Bar Relations Com-
mittee of the Minnesota State Bar
Association is hosting a Zambian law-
yer to study and work with the legal
community in Minnesota in Spring
1993. The visitor will further the
relationship between the Law Associa-
tion of Zambia and lawyers in Minne-
sota, The MSBA Committee is de-
signed to provide technical assistance
to the Zambian bar in areas such as the
self-regulation of the legal commu-
nity, computerization, and continuing
legal education in subjects that will
develop democracy and human rights.

Al

Mavis Doten has served as the volunteer producer of Minnesota Advocates ' monthly
cable TV program for the past four years.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Cable TV Show Ends Run

For the past four years, Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights has had
its own monthly cable TV program on
public access channel 6. The program,
entitled Human Rights: The Minne-
sota Connection, was an interview for-
mat hosted by Minneapolis attorney
and Minnesota Advocates board mem-
ber Wood R. Foster, Jr. The guests on
the program have included members of
the organization who have had some
specific experience or insight to share
onhuman rightsissues across the globe.

The program’s volunteer producer,
Mavis Doten, has decided to pursue
other areas of interest. Minnesota
Advocates gratefully acknowledges the
many hours Ms. Doten contributed to
spreading the organization's message
on the cause of international human
rights.

Minnesota Advocates has decided to
discontinue its regular monthly broad-
cast but will continue to explore the use
of video for various projects, such as
the recently completed Khmer Archive
Project. W




1993 Board Elected

The Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights' 1993 Board of Directors was
elected at its annual meeting on Janu-
ary 13, 1993, New Board members
include: Karen Fairbairn of Holiday
Companies, Richard Ihrig of Lindquist
& Vennum, Chief Justice A.M. Keith
of the Minnesota Supreme Court, Mary
Ranum of Fredrikson & Byron, Cheryl
Thomas, Attomey at Law, Jim Volling
of Faegre & Benson, and Damon Ward
of Oppenheimer, Wolff and Donnelly.

Returning Board members are: Leslie
Anderson, Arthur Beeman, R. Richard
Boncy, John Borman, D-M Boulay,
Steven Carlson, Margaret Chutich,
Nancy Etzwiler, Wood R. Foster, Jr.,
Bruce Hanley, Samuel Heins, Peggy
Hicks, Donald Johnson, ThomasJohn-
son, Polly Maier, James Martineau,
Robert Mattison, Dwight Oglesby,
Sothea Phea Poch, Paula Richey,Ronald
Rosenbaum, James Roth, Fredilyn
Sison, Louis N. Smith, Stephen Smith,
Tom Triplett, Prof. David Weissbrodt,
and Nancy Wolf.

The 1993 officers are: Paula Richey,
President; Louis N. Smith, Past Presi-
dent; Wood R. Foster, Jr., Vice Presi-
dent; Thomas Johnson, Secretary;
Peggy Hicks, Treasurer; and, David
Weissbordt, Legal Counsel. ®

Board of Directors/Letter Writing

Letter Writing Reqdest

A team of European Community in-
vestigators recently confirmed reports
of mass rapesand rape camps in Bosnia.
The team found that thousands of Mus-
lim women have been victims of a
Serbian plan which uses rape as a
‘weapon of war’ in the effort to drive
Muslims from their homes in Bosnia
and Hercegovina. Reports indicated
and the European team confirmed that
the rapes had often been carried out in
a particularly sadistic way resulting in
the deaths of many women and chil-
dren. The goal was to inflict maximum
humiliation on the victims.

Here in the United States, the Ad Hoc
Women’s Coalition Against War
Crimes in the former Yugoslavia, a
coalition of women’s advocacy and
human rights groups, has been formed
to put pressure on the international law
system to prosecute those responsible
as war criminals.

Please writeto: Frits Kalshoven, Chair-
man, Commissioner of Experts on
Former Yugoslavia, United Nations,
Palais des Nations 1211, Geneva, Swit-
zerland as follows:

On behalf of Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights, I am writing to express
concern at the atrocities being perpe-
trated by Serbian forces against women
in Bosnia-Hercegovina in the form of
rape, torture, and extra-judicial kill-
ing. [ believe these actions by Serbian

| PUBLICATION ORDER FORM

| Therevised U.N. Commission on Human Rights Orientation Manual for Nongovernmental Organizations hasbeen published. |

soldiers constitute war crimes of the
most severe nature -- they are cruel and
degrading treatment and are willful
acts that cause "great suffering and
serious injury to body and health"
under the Geneva Conventions. Rape
and forced insemination constitute
genocide against the Bosnian Muslim
population under the Genocide Con-
vention.

Irequest you to urge the member states
of the U.N. to act quickly to intervene
on behalf of these victims by:

1. Working with the U.N. Security
Council to create "safe havens" in
Bosnia to protect innocent civilians;

2. Demanding prosecution of the per-
petrators of these acts in a War Cimes
Commission or Tribunal;

3. Providing resources for urgent medi-
cal, psychological and social support
for these victims;

4. Accepting promptly those refugees
who are most at risk and allocate suffi-
cient funding to assure their successful
resettlement.

Please make this matter your highest
priority. Wecannot allow these atroci-
ties to continue.

bee: Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights

[you may also wish to send a letter to
your congressperson and senators] #

| Cost for the Manual is $7.50 plus $3.00 for shipping. Please send Manual(s) to: |
: Name: Organization/Company:
Mailing Address:
I
| Telephone: Fax:

| Please make checks payable to Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights and mail to: Publications, Minnesota Advocates for

| Human Rights, 400 Second Avenue S. #1050, Minneapolis, MN 55401 USA.
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