Chiapas Erupts in Violence:

MAHR

Focuses on Human Rights Issues

by Peter Berrie

The recent uprising in the Mexican
State of Chiapas has drawn interna-
tional attention to the human rights
abuses in Mexico. Prior to the rebel-
lion, Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights had documented severe human
rights abuses in Chiapas in its reports,
Congquest Continued, issued in 1992,
and Civilians at Risk, published in
August 1993. Despite congressional
testimony by Minnesota Advocates le-
gal fellow Eric Rosenthal, and other
human rights organizations, describ-
ing such abuses, the U.S. government
downplayed Mexican violations of
human rights as the passage of NAFTA
was in limbo. The Mexican
government's response to severe hu-
man rights violations in Chiapas has
been to allow the authorities' acts to
persist with impunity. The violent
rebellion which began on New Year's
Day brought to light the long history of
abuses suffered by the indigenous
people in Chiapas.

Minnesota Advocates has been instru-
mental in ensuring that the media fo-
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cuses on the human rights implications
of the rebellion in Chiapas. A recent
editorial in the New York Times sum-
marized the findings of Civilians at
Risk, and MacNeil/Lehrer interviewed
Sarah DeCosse, Minnesota Advocates
legal fellow, on the human rights vio-
lations in Chiapas.

DeCosse travelled to Mexico shortly
after the uprising to investigate on
behalf of Minnesota Advocates. She
served as a human rights resource to
Congressmen John LaFalce of New
York and Joe Kennedy of Massachu-
setts, during their visits to Mexico.
She also worked with local human
rights groups to assess the situation in
the region. Special issues of concern to
be investigated were arbitrary execu-
tions and torture committed by the
Mexican military, military bombings
of civilian communities, disappearances
of civilians, and lack of access to cer-
tain indigenous communities. DeCosse
met with community leaders and citi-
zens in the capital, San Cristobal,
Altamirano, Ocosingo and several other
towns in the region.

Minnesota Advocates was also con-
cerned at Mexican officials' refusal to
allow human rights workers access to
prisons and to permit independent in-
ternational forensic experts to observe
autopsies of persons killed during the
Chiapas uprising. A report of Minne-
sota Advocates for Human Rights’s
findings will be available shortly. ®
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Joint Mission to
Macedonia Planned

Minnesota Advocates is planning a
joint mission with the American Bar
Association’s Central and Eastern Eu-
rope Law Initiative (CEELI) Project.
Responding to a request from the Cen-
ter for Ethnic Relations in the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
CEELI has agreed to assign a specialist
to consult on constitutional and legis-
lative protection of minority rights in
that country. Due to on-going work in
the region, and particularly because of
previous projects in Albania and
Kosovo, Minnesota Advocates legal
fellow Jim Coy is uniquely qualifed to
staff this project.

The mission will begin in mid-Febru-
ary and will last approximately two
months. The Republic of Macedonia
has avoided much of the ethnic unrest
and bloodshed that has characterized
the situation elsewhere in former Yu-
goslavia. However, given a popula-
tion that includes a large Albanian
minority, along with Turks, Serbs,
Romas, and others, and given the com-
peting claims of neighboring states,
any deterioration of the situation in
Macedonia could have catastrophic
repercussions for the entire region.
Minnesota Advocates looks at the Mi-
nority Rights Project as one way to
help establish the rule of law, defuse
ethnic tensions and increase stability in
the region. W



Newsnotes & Project Updates

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights gratefully acknowledges fund-
ing support from the following:

Otto Bremer Foundation; $100,000
two-year grant to support a project to
combat anti-immigrant sentiment in
Minnesota.

Faegre & Benson: $7,000 in operat-
ing support, over and above support
for the Human Rights Award Dinner.

The General Service Foundation:
$25,000 to support human rights ac-
tivities in Mexico.

The Mansfield Family Foundation:
$10,000 to support the War Crimes
Project to gather and organize evi-
dence of war crimes in former Yugo-
slavia,

The Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Founda-
tion: $20,000 in operating support.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication of
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, an
independent organization of lawyers and other
advocates committed to the impartial promo-
tion and protection of intemational humanrights.
The organization advocates against individual
human rights abuses, investigates humanrights
conditions in other countries, works tostrengthen
laws and institutions that protect human rights,
and educates the public about human rights.
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The St. Paul Companies: $10,000 to
support Partners in Human Rights
Education.

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights also received a $5,000 stock
transfer from an anonymous donor.
The support of these funders will en-
able us to conduct important human
rights program work in 1994. Thanks!

Mexico Legal Fellow Andres
Sanfuentes returned to Chile in De-
cember after completing his six-month
tenure on the Mexico Project.
Sanfuentes spent one month in Mexico
investigating the role of the judiciary
in protecting human rights. A reportof
his findings will be published this win-
ter. Sanfuentes’ work for the Minne-
sota Advocates was a follow up to
receiving an LL.M. in human rights at
the University of Notre Dame Law
School.

Minnesota Advocates Board Member
David Weissbrodt has again been ap-
pointed to serve on the U.S. delegation
to the U.N. Commission on Human
Rights. The Commission meets in
Geneva for six weeks each February
and March to consider U.N. action on
human nights violations around the
world. Geraldine Ferraro is the head
of the 1994 U.S. delegation

Nancy Arnison, Director of the Refu-
gee and Asylum Project, will be a
featured speaker at the annual dinner of
Minnesota Women Lawyers and Min-
nesota Women Physicians on February
24. Thedinner's topic will be "Human
Rights and Health Concerns of Refu-
gee Women and Children.”

Correction: The article about war crimes
in Bosnia on page 4 of the November/
December 1993 Human Rights Observer
was reprinted with the permission of the
Star Tribune.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

1994 Board of Directors
and Officers Elected

A new Board of Directors was elected
in January at the annual meeting of
Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. In keeping with the
organization’s strategic plan to broaden
membership outside the legal commu-
nity, several non-lawyers were elected
to the 1994 board including Jean-
Robert Cole of Honeywell, Becky
Erdahl, Vice President of Community
Relations at Pillsbury, Consultant Tom
McBurney, and Roger Parkinson,
former publisher of the Star Tribune,
as well as Sam Myers, an immigration
attorney at the law firm of Popham,
Haik, Schnobrich & Kaufman.

Returning board members are: Leslie
Anderson, Arthur Beeman, D-M
Boulay, Margaret Chutich, Nancy
Etzwiler, Samuel D. Heins, Sheldon
Karlins, Chief Justice Sandy Keith,
Polly Mater, James Martineau, Sothea
Phea Poch, Mary Ranum, Steve Smith,
Cheryl Thomas, Tom Triplett, Jim
Volling, Professor David Weissbrodt,
Nancy Wolf. The organization's 1994
officers are: Wood Foster, Jr., Presi-
dent; Tom Johnson, Vice President;
Peggy Hicks, Secretary; Dwight
Oglesby, Treasurer; Paula Richey, Past
President; and, David Weissbrodt,
Legal Counsel. B

New Project Seeks Volunteers

Volunteers are needed for the Combat-
ting Anti-Immigrant Bias Project (see
page 5) to mobilize various popula-
tions and organizations in Greater Min-
nesota and the Twin Cities, to work on
media monitoring, op-ed pieces, ana-
lyzing studies, public relations, focus
groups, youth education, fundraising,
speakers bureau, clerical work, event
planning, monitoring legislation, and
more! If you're interested in partici-
pating in this Project, please call Nancy
Arnison 612-341-3302.



War Crimes Project

In addition to the on-going efforts to
collect and summarize media reports
detailing war crimes in former Yugo-
slavia, volunteers with the Minnesota
Advocates War Crimes Project have
been working on a substantive analysis
of the information contained in those
reports. Using this information, Peter
Thompson, the chair of one of the
Project’s sub-groups, drafted a pattern
Indictment to serve as a template for
the structure of potential charges for
violations of human rights and interna-
tional humanitarian law. Assisted by
Sheryl Fried, a war crimes project
volunteer, Thompson focused on vio-
lations that occurred in Prijedor, an
area in northwestern Bosnia, primarily
in the summer months of 1992. The
Indictment charges potential defen-
dants, identified in the reports con-
tained in the database, with violations
of the Statute of the International Tri-
bunal, created by the United Nations
Security Council. Minnesota Advo-
cates has forwarded the pattern Indict-
ment to Professor Cherif Bassiouni and
the Commission of Experts established
by the U.N. to investigate war crimes
in former Yugoslavia. The Indictment
will also be sent directly to the office of
the Prosecutor of the International Tri-
bunal.

Although the pattern Indictment is not
intended as a final work product of the
Prosecutor, it is meant to provide a
pattern for the structure of charges to
be filed, after further investigation, in
response to crimes committed in a
particular geographic region over a
particular period of time. These sepa-
rate indictments might in turn produce
evidence that would support further
investigation and prosecution cover-
ing wider geographic areas, and per-
haps implicating various political, mili-
tary, and paramilitary leaders from
throughout former Yugoslavia. B

Women's Project

The Domestic Violence in Eastern
Europe Committee will conduct a one
day workshop on domestic violence on
February 5, 1994 at the offices of
Briggs and Morgan in Minneapolis.
The workshop will focus on the origin
of the ‘Minnesota movement’ to con-
front domestic violence. Presentations
will be made by several leaders of this
movement including Sandy Parnell,
College of St. Catherine; Barbara
Shank, Chair, Department of Social
Work at the University of St. Thomas;
Theresa Gambel, Division of Indian
Work, Family Violence and Sexual
Assault Program; and, Kathy Botell,
Community University Health Care
Center. These experts will speak about
the beginnings of the battle to elimi-
nate domestic violence in our state.
This information will provide Com-
mittee members with insight into the
hurdles faced by women in Eastern
Europe, where a women’s movement
is just beginning to unfold and domes-
tic violence is still seen as a private
family issue best kept out of the pur-
view of law enforcement officials.

continued on page 6

Project Updates

Death Penalty Defense
Project

Minnesota Advocates Death Penalty
Defense Project reports several devel-
opments of note since the last update.
First, due largely to the efforts of Jim
Volling, the co-chair of the Project
Steering Committee, another Minne-
sota law firm has been recruited to
undertake the defense of a Texas defen-
dant on death row. Minnesota Advo-
cates has been working closely with the
Texas Resource Center in its attempts
to find counsel to represent death row
defendants in their appeals. The need
has never been greater: Texas had the
largest death row in the country up
until the end of last year. It lost that
distinction only because 17 people were
executed there in 1993, more than
three times the number killed by any
other state, Since 1976, Texas has
carried out 71 executions, nearly a
third of the national total. As of
December, seven men on death row in
Texas who were not yet represented by
counsel had execution dates scheduled
before the end of January. (A recent
article in the New York Times detail

continued on page7
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Heavily armed military check point east of San Cristobal de las Casas. The military
stopped the Red Cross, human rights organizations and the press from visiting
villages from January I until January 11, 1994.
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