1995: A Year of Focus on Im i'n'igr.atib'h

With the voices of anti-immi-

grant sentiment growing louder across.

- the country, Minnésota Advocates is
‘taking a strong stand in support of
immigrants and refugees and the con-
tributions they make to the U.S.
economy, culture and labor market.

Much of the bias against foreign-born
newcomers is based on myth and
misperception. Ina climate of difficult
economic and social concerns, more
and more people are blaming problems
on immigrants. Inaccurate rhetoric by
public figures and well-funded anti-
immigrant groups has fueled the
misperception that the foreign-born are
flooding U.S. shores, draining welfare
dollars, burdening public services and

taking jobs from Americans. Credible

studies to the contrary receive little
attention.
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An emotional debate, unenlightened

- by fact, creates responses born of frus-

tration rather than analysis. Absent an
informed citzenry, the real dilemmas
surrounding immigration policy and
treatment of the foreign-born become
obscured by myth and stereotype, re-
sulting in misguided legislation like
California’s Proposition 187 that “le-
gitimizes” discrimination and endan-
gers the public health and well-being
of the community at large.

Minnesota is quickly becoming more
diverse. The minority population con-

continued on page 4

100% Admissions to the U.S.

70%

16% |

Family Work Freedom

Approximately 70% of immigrants come to
the U.S. to be reunited with close family
members. Approximately 15% comeatthe
invitationof U.S. employersto fill positions
forwhich U.S. workers are unavailable and
another 15% come as refugees escaping
persecution.
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"Taking the
Death Penalty Personally"

Sister Helen Prejean
renowned speaker & author
of “Dead Man Walking”

Friday, March 3, 1995
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Nicollet A & B Rooms, 3rd floor
Minnesota Bar Center
514 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, Minnesota

® For reservations, pléase (o:1]]
Cynthia at 612-341-3302.

The debate is on again. A bill has
been introduced in the State Legisla-
ture to amend the Constitution to
bring back the death penalty in Min-
nesota. Expanded federal criminal
laws already provide the U.S.
Attorney’s office with the option of]
pursuing the death penalty in certain
cases, Sensational crimes continue to
fuel the public outcry for justice against
wrongdoers.

Are we destined to see capital punish-
ment return to Minnesota?

continued on page 3




Director's Desk

From the Director's Desk

We would like you to come to our first annual meeting on March
3. That’s right, after ten years as an organization, we thought it was
about time to initiate a public event as our annual meeting.

Now is your chance to come and get a fuller picture of the work of
Minnesota Advocates. But don’t come alone. Bring friends and
colleagues who you know will be interested in our work. If you are
working on one of our projects, the meeting will give you a chance to
view to whole continuum of work of this unique and energetic
organization.

Inthe past, we have treated our Human Rights Awards Dinner as a kind
of annual meeting. We are aware however that not all of our supporters
are able to afford a ticket to the dinner, which must continue to serve
as our biggest fundraiser. This annual meeting is therefore free and
open to the public.

‘Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights remains the largest interna-
tional human rights group based in the Midwest. With more than 1,000
members, including almost 500 active volunteers, we speak with a
large voice on human rights issues in the U.S. and abroad.

While we began and are still rooted in the legal community, we are now
actively seeking involved members from all sectors, including educa-
tors, the health care community, churches and business. We have
volunteer opportunities for all levels, from students to professionals,

. and we count on you to bring life to the many good ideas that people
bring to us with the goal of protecting human rights.

Less than three years ago, for instance, volunteer Brad Lehrman came
into my office and suggested that we teach human rights in grade
schools and high schools. His idea turned into the Partners in Human
Rights Education, with 100 3-person teams teaching in classrooms all
across the state of Minnesota.

What is your idea?
Come and share it with us at the Annual Meeting, on March 3, from

4:30-6:00 p.m. at the Hennepin County Bar Association, 514 Nicollet
Mall, Third Floor, Minneapolis.

/

1994 Human Rights Award
Recipient James Grant Dies

UNICEF Director and children’s rights
advocate, James P. Grant died Janu-
ary 28, at the age of 72. Grant visited
Minnesota in July to receive the 1994
Human Rights Award for his work in
advocating for children’s rights.

During his remarks at the 1994 Din-
ner, Grant encouraged the members of
Minnesota Advocates to push for U.S.
ratification of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Grant was one of
the primary organizers of the 1990
World Summit for Children, where
heads of state gathered at U.N. Head-
quarters in New York to pledge them-
selves to protect the rights of the child.

In his 15 years as dirctor of UNICEF,
Jim Grant used the agency as a force to
save the lives of millions of children
through development and sanitation,
including the proliferatio

yn of simple rehydration packets to
protect small bodies from the ravages
of diarrhea.

Grant had been ill for more than a year
with cancer, but continued to travel to
advocate on behalf of the world’s chil-
dren. B
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Helen i:Pil‘ejean

Annual Meeting

Helen Prejean, C.S.J., received an award from the Death Penalty
Defense Project in May 1994. She has written and lectured
extensively on capital punishment, appearing on ABC World
News Tonight, 60 Minutes, and BBC World Service Radio,
among others. In reviewing her book, Dead Man Walking, Garry
Wills wrote in the New York Review of Books, “She tells her story
with a quiet eloquence, not indulging in diatribe or personal
attack...Here is one voice for life. We really should need no

other.”

Annual Meeting, continued from page 1

To shed light on this topic of current
interest, Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights will feature Sr. Helen
Prejean, renowned speaker and author on
the death penalty in the U.S. (See box at
left)

Sr. Prejean will highlight the
organization’s first annual meeting -~
an opportunity for members and pro-
spective members to get a view of the
current programs and policies of Min-
nesota Advocates. The meeting will be
held Friday, March 3 from 4:300 to
6:00 p.m. at the Hennepin County Bar
Association in Minneapolis. There is
no charge for attending.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Executive Director Barbara Frey will
give a brief overview of the
organization’s activities and policies
on key international human rights is-
sues, including women’s human rights,
continuing problems in Mexico, and
efforts to prevent and prosecute war
crimes in Bosnia and Rwanda.

Members who attend the meeting will
have an opportunity to ask questions
and to meet with the board and staff,
review volunteer opportunities, and
purchase reports. Please call 612-341-
3302 for reservations. W






