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1996: FOCUS ON ACCOUNTABILITY FOR WAR CRIMES

Minnesota Advocates will focus its
1996 program year on investigating
and prosecuting serious human rights
violations, including war crimes. Two
public programs will develop this
theme in the coming year: the annual
meeting, featuring Dr. Robert
Kirschner of Physicians for Human
Rights, and the HumanRights Awards
Dinner, honoring Justice Richard J.
Goldstone, the Chief Prosecutor for
the International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia and
Rwanda.

Kirschner to Discuss
Experiences Excavating War
Crimes Evidence

Dr. Kirschner, former Deputy
Medical Examiner for Cook County,
Hlinois, has used his forensic skills
over the past decade to investigate
arbitrary killings in situations of
conflict all over the world. He was
one of the significant contributors to
The Minnesota Protocol, standards
published by the UN for adequate
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investigations of arbitrary and
summary killings. Most recently,
Dr. Kirschner has led delegations
conducting the exhumations and
scientific analysis of mass grave sites
resulting from the conflicts in Bosnia
and Rwanda. He will speak about his
workat Minnesota Advocates Second
Annual Meeting on Monday, March
18. The event is free and open to the
public.

Dr. Kirschner has been one of the
most visible leaders of a group of
international forensic experts
working to investigate and testify
about human rights abuses. Using
anthropological, medical and dental
technology, these investigators are
able to piece together the cause and
manner of death even long after the
violence occurs. His enlightening
but disturbing presentation at the
Annual Meeting will include a slide
show.

Justice Goldstone's Award
Will Highlight June 3 Dinner

Justice Richard J. Goldstone,
recipient of the Twelfth Annual
Human Rights Award, is a South
African jurist whose independence
and drive is credited with
transforming the International War
Crimes Tribunal into an effective
tool of justice against the
perpetrators of some of the modern
era’s worst war crimes.

continued on p. 3

Second Annual Meeting
for Members and Friends of
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

"Giving Voice to the Dead"

Dr. Robert Kirschner,
Physicians for Human Rights
International Forensic Program

Kirschner, an author of the
Mimesota Protocol,

has most recently excavated graves
in the former Yigoslavia and Rwanda
for evidence in the prosecution of war

ariminals. His work highlights the

growing importance of forensic evidence

in human rights cases. |

Monday, March 18,1996
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Hennepin County Bar Association
514 Nicollet Mall, 3rd Floor
Minneapolis, Minnesota
This event is free.

ASVP to Annie at (b12) 341-33m




Director's Desk

From the Director's Desk

When it comes to China, U.S. foreign policy flutters more than the flag
on top of the White House. Since President Clinton abandoned the
trade--human rights linkage in May 1994, the Administration has not
been able to settle on an alternative policy that has any more positive
effect than the one it was abandoning. Thus, while China imprisons its
dissenters, starves its orphans, rattles its sabers at Taiwan, and sends
nuclear arms to Pakistan, the U.S.’s most visible concern is that the
steamrollers keep crushing pirated compact disks. A strange priority, to
say the least.

One of the actions the Clinton Administration pledged to take when it
changed direction on MFN was to “step up its effort, in cooperation with
other states, to insist that the UN. Human Rights Commission pass a
resolution dealing with the serious human rights abuses in China.” For
six weeks this March and April, the UN. Commission on Human Rights
will meet in Geneva to debate issues and churn out resolutions. While the
53-state body has been successful in generating calls for action on many
major human rights violators including Burma, Colombia, Cuba, Iraq,
Rwanda, and former Yugoslavia, it has yet to take action on China. This is
because China works hard toavoid criticism at the U.N. and because China
is such a substantial economic and political power that many nations fear
its wrath.

Meanwhile, in the last half of 1995, the Chinese authorities arrested over
50 human rights and democracy activists for the peaceful exercise of
their rights to freedom of expression and association. Although this
seems like a small number of arrests in the context of the world’s most
populous country, the arrests and ongoing harassment are targeted at the
scholars and leaders of the movement to establish a real civil society in
China. The abuses therefore affect all Chinese people.

Last year, the U.N. Commission’s resolution on China’s human rights
record failed by one vote. A similar resolution is expected to be
introduced again at this March’s session. The proposed resolution is mild
in language, but many believe that its adoption by the international
community would bolster those in the Chinese Government who want to
take steps to respect human rights.

Chinese political culture reflects many divergent points of view. There
is an important group within the legal community in China that favors
reforms to strengthen the rule of law and to protect the rights of
individuals. The U.S. must reach out to this sector to support any
movement in China toward democratic reform. A U.N. resolution is one
way to support this group of reformers.

The articles on pages 10 and 11 address this issue further. Please join me
in contacting the White House to encourage its leadership in the U.N.
Commission on resolution on China’s human rights practices.
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Justice Goldstone lobbied heavily
against the derailing of the war crimes
prosecutions during negotiations of
the Dayton Peace Accord.

Justice Goldstone, 57, gained
international prominence in 1991 for
his effective service as head of a
South African commission of inquiry
into political violence and human
rights abuses before the nation’s
transition away from apartheid. The
UN Security Council’s 1994
appointment of Justice Goldstone to
lead the prosecution at the Balkan
war crimes tribunal meant that the
machinery was finally in place for
the first international war-crimes
prosecutions since the Nuremburg
and Tokyo trials after World War I

1996: Focus on War Crimes

I [ this tribunal succeeds,
it will be notice to all
countries on all continents
that if human rights of
individual citizens are
seriously invaded, the people
responsible for any atrocities
may have to answer for their
deeds ...

JusticeRichard Goldstone upon
being appointed Chief Prosecutor

Minnesota Advocates’ annual human
rights dinner is the largest
international human rights event in
the Midwestern United States. The
dinner brings together the region’s
legal, corporate and professional
communities for an evening to
celebrate a shared commitment to
world-wide human rights. The
Twelfth Annual Human Rights Dinner
willbe heldon Monday evening, June
3, 1996, at the Grand Ballroom of the
Minneapolis Downtown Hilton
Hotel. This year, tickets willagain be
$125 each.®
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE
1996 ANNUAL HUMAN RIGHTS

AWARDS DINNER

MONDAY, JUNE 3, |996
MINNEAPOLIS HILTON GRAND BALLROOM

AWARD RECIPIENT;
JUDGE RICHARD J. GOLDSTONE, CHIEF PROSECUTOR
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL
FOR THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA AND RWANDA

*EXPANDED SocIAL HOUR*
*ORIGINAL DRAMATIC PiECE*

IF YOU MISSED LAST YEAR'S DINNER,
DON'T MISS THIS YEAR's!

WATCH YOUR MAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR CALL THE MINNESOTA ADVOCATES OFFICE

AT (612) 341-3302
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