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Delegation Investigates Abuses
of Haitian Refugees

A joint delegation of the Minnesota Lawyers Committee and
the Physicians for Human Rights investigated charges of
systematic abuse and viclations of detainees' right to due proc-
ess at the Krome Avenue Detention Facility this November,
The Immigration and Naturalization Service facility near
Miami houses several hundred aliens, the majority Haitians,
pending adjudication of asylum claims and deportation ap-
peals. The subject of local controversy and national attention,
including an FBI investigation, Krome has become a focal
point in the wider debate concerning U. S. immi gration policy
towards Haitians.

The MLC/PHR investigation focused on four sources of in-
formation: a visual inspection of the facility and its opera-
tions; interviews with non-detainees familiar with the facility-
-including former detainees and Miami community activists;
interviews with INS officials and employees; and, most im-
portantly, interviews with detainees themselves.

The delegation inspected the entire facility, including such
sensitive areas as solitary confinement quarters. The lawyers'
group also observed exclusion and deportation hearings,
while the physicians inspected operations and records at the
Public Health Service, a health facility located inside the
Krome compound but not under INS jurisdiction.

Interviews of former detainees, current detajnees' attorneys,
local religious leaders and others familiar with Krome consis-
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tently alleged physical privations, psychological and sexual
abuse, racial discrimination, and other human rights viola-
tions. Of particular concern to the lawyers' group were in-
dications that aliens subject to exclusion and deportation ex-
perienced obstructed access to attorneys, deliberate destruc-
tion of personal papers possibly supporting claims for relief,
and cursory consideration of their claims.

midway through the investigation
the INS revoked permission

to speak with detainees

Both groups spoke with several key INS officjals at Krome,
but those officials refused to relieve lower personnel such as
detention officers from their posts for interviews.

Initially the INS granted permission to speak directly with
detainees, but midway through the mission (and before
interviews took place), it revoked permission, leaving the
delegation to gather information on current detainees through
affidavits obtained through their altorneys.

Revoking permission at a critical point in the investigation
and thus closing the key source of information leaves unre-
solved the serious contraditions between information sup-
plied by former detainees and community activists on the one
hand and INS officials on the other.

Delegation members were Deepika Udagama, MLC Legal
Fellow, Sam Myers and Polly A. Maier of Popham, Haik,
Schnobrich & Kaufman, Dr. Michele A. Klopner, clinical
psychologist, and Drs. Ronald Shansky and Charles Rosen-
berg, physicians. The MLC will relcase a full report in
January, including evaluation of compliance with treatment
standards set forth by the UN, the PHR, and the INS.

{Article submitled by Polly A. Maier.)
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New Immigration Act Gives
Salvadorans
Temporary Protection

On November 29, 1990, President Bush signed into law the
Immigration Act of 1990. Section 303 authorizes qualified
Salvadorans to apply for Temporary Protected Status in the
U.S. Qualified individuals will receive employment au-
thorization for six month increments--not to exceed June 30,
1992.

Eligibility requirements are:

1. Proof of nationality;
2. Proof of continued physical presence in the
U.S. since September 19, 1990.

(Excluded is anyone convicted of 2 felony or two or more
misdemeanors; an applicant must be admissible as an immj-
grant.)

The registration period runs from January 1, 1991 through
June 30, 1991, and protection extends until June 30, 1992
when the law provides that Orders to Show Cause will be
issued and deportation proceedings begun. All the usual
forms of relief will be available at that time, including filing
for asylum.

There is some speculation that Congress will take steps to
make the temporary status permanent. However, potential
applicants should be screened and apply with the expectation
that after June 30, 1992, they will be placed in deportation
proceedings.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication of the Minnesota
Lawyers Inlernational Human Rights Commitlee, a non-profit
organization committed to prometing and protecling human
rights in the United States and abroad. The Commitice advocates
against individual human rights abuses, researches and investi-
gates human rights conditions in other countrics, cncourages the
adoption ol intcrnational human rights standards by all countries,
and educales ils members, the Bar, political leaders and the
public aboul human rights,
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U.S. Senate Passes
Convention Against Torture

{Note: The October QObserver urged members to contact their
Senalors re vole on the Convention.)

On October 27 two-thirds of the U.S. Senate present and
voting gave their advice and consent to the Convention
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment. The Convention represents the
single most authoritative international standard for the
eradication of torture worldwide. Tt calls on governments
who ratify the treaty to:

*prevent toriure,

*make forture a crime with a severe penalty;

¥provide for a right 10 rehabilitation and compensation
/g

Jor torture victims; and

*rain law enforcement personnel in the prevention of

iorture.

President Reagan signed the Convention on April 18, 1988,
and submitted it, together with a limiting package of reser-
vations, declarations and understandings (RDUs), to the
Senate for hearings. The Bush Administration declared the
Convention a priority for action by the Senate, and the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee held general hearings in Janu-
ary 1990.

On July 19, 1990 the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
(without any of its Republican members) voted in favor of
the Convention against Torture 10-0, sending it to the Senate
floor for the final ratification vote by all Senators.

A major stumbling block to ratification created by Senator
Jesse Helms (R-NC), ranking minority mermber of the Com-
mittee, conditioned ratification upon a ° “sovereignty'' res-
ervation: this was withdrawn via compromise.

Ratification is a significant step in international advocacy
against torture wherever it may occur, in the prosecution of
persens responsible for torture, and in the rehabilitation of
victims of torture.

Job Opportunity: Amnesty International

Applications are being accepted for volunteer openings in
the Legal and Intergovernmental Organizations office begin-
ning June 1991; the deadline is 15 March 1991, Placement
will be in the London office at the International Secrelariat
or in the representation office to the UN in Geneva., The
Geneva posilion prefers a working knowledge of French.
For details and application forms, contact the MLC,




update: argentina

update: albania

Grandmothers seek friends' support

In 1987, the Minnesota Lawyers Committee gave its Human
Rights Award to the Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo in
Argentina for their courageous and creative work in the search
for their grandchildren--the children of their disappeared chil-
dren. Although it is over a decade since the original
disappearances and a half dozen years since constitutional
democracy refurned to Argentina, the Grandmothers continue
the search for their loved ones, most of whom are presumed
to be alive.

In your end of the year giving you may consider a contribu-
tion to the Grandmothers. Checks may be sent directly to:
Deutsche Bank
001-Agencia Once
Corrientes esquina Pueyrredon
Buenos Aires

Republica Argentina

The contribution should be made to the account of the
Abuelas de 1a Plaza de Mayo, #62-6624312-4-600.

Buenos Aires
November 8, 1990

Dear Minnesota Lawyers Committee,

On 11 December, following three days of student demonstra-
tions in Tirana, the leadership of the Albanian Communist
Party declared it would endorse a multi-party system. The
creation of a new opposition party (the Democratic Party) was
announced at a multi-sector raily on the 12. It is unclear,
however, whether the new opposition party will be allowed to
participate in the February 1991 elections.

The endorsement of a multi-party system caps reforms under-
taken by the Albanian government since J anuary 1990, when
the MLC released its report on Albania. Since the publication
of the MLC report, Albania has become more open to the
West--relaxing certain laws restricting freedom of religion
and the right to travel, re-establishing a Ministry of Justice,
and proposing amendments to the penal code safeguarding the
rights of accused persons.

Although these changes are encouraging, the MLC continues
to monitor the situation in Albania. It has a standing request
for permission to send a delegation into Albania to investigate
the human rights situation first hand. To date, this request has
been denied.

Here, we are in a constant fight to keep up with the passing of years. We have the pleasure to report the location of child No.
50, a young man fourteen years old, Marcelo M. Ruiz, who currently lives with his adoptive family. He has had the joy of
meeting members of his birth family. So far he has met his paternal aunt and his cousin. Through this meeting the memories
of his first years of his life became reality. He remembered the existence of his dad and mom and two sisters, the srall one

being breast fed, as well as his grandmother, Clementina.

The search for the family took years. The Ruiz family disappeared in 1980, the little baby was born under captivity in the Escuela
Mecanica de la Armada (ESMA) at the Federal Capital and the child later appeared in a distant province 800 kilometers away
from the Capital. Through the combined efforts of people at the Capital and at the Interior, together with the economic assis-
tance of all of our foreign friends the family search was successful.

Nevertheless, the current economic crisis facing Argentina

reduced. Since Argentina has experienced two democratic 20

affects us immensely. Most projects have been systematically
vernments, it is claimed that financial assistance would be more

appropriately spent in other Third World countries. We are conscious of the pain that people in the Third World suffer because
of human rights violations. We, too, continue to suffer from the disappearances and death of people. Governments which operate
under impunity proclaim to respect human rights while continuing to forget the past. We lament that our children are being

brought up by other people.

We request your continued support so that we can return to the children their identity and history. Our efforts so far have not
recovered all the children, and thus your contribution will help us make our fight a reality. Thank you.



asylum news: laos, ethiopia

laos

Two brothers from Laos recently won political asylum in
proceedings before the INS District Director. They were
employed by the government of Laos to drive supplies from
the capitol, Vientiane, to a prison where many political pris-
oners are held. The brothers objected to the harsh conditions
in which the prisoners were kept and the fact that people were
imprisoned merely for speaking out against the government
and became involved with the resistance. They transported
food and medicine to resistance fighters, and, in less than two
years, helped approximately 40 political prisoners escape
from the prison.

The government eventually discovered these activities and
arrested and imprisoned the brothers. While in prison they
were regularly interrogated and tortured. After a year and a
half, family members bribed prison officials for a pass to
allow the brothers to visit their sick mother in Vientiane.
During their brief furlough from prison, they fled to the
United States where they applied for political asylum with the
help of the MLC.

ethiopia

The applicant is a young woman from a relatively wealthy
Oromo family in Ethiopia. Asa child, "Ginnea” regularly at-
tended worship services with a neighbor girl at the Mekane
Yesus (Lutheran) Church. When she was ten years old,
during a period when many members of this church experi-
enced religious persecution, Ginnea and her friend were ar-
rested at church and imprisoned in a small women's jail for
eight months. During their imprisonment they were whipped
on the soles of their feet and were regularly made o kneel on
gravel for many hours under the hot sun. The other women
in the jail, who apparently were not political prisoners,
routinely beat the two girls and ridiculed them for their
religious beliefs. After eight months of such treatment, the
girls were released to their families with stern warnings
against future religious activity,

Returning home Ginnea experienced a series of medical prob-
lems, an apparent result of malnutrition and torture while in
prison. For six years she experienced frequent iliness and the
conslant scrutiny of the local authorities, making her very re-
clusive and unable to interact socially with her classmates.
After extended hospitilization, she was allowed to come to the
U.S. on a medical visa.

Ginnea's application for political asylum focused primarily
on religious persecution and secondarily on persecution for
being a member of the Oromo tribe. While a few extended
family members had experienced political persecution, this
wits not a focus because Ginnea was too young (o have becn

a serious political activist. The stories were included to
provide a context for the kind of terror she experienced.

Ginnea's case included strong documentation. Her parents
had the foresight to send with her a prison release document
which made the reasons for her imprisonment clear. She also
had letters from her father warning her not to return because
local officials were investigating her absence. In addition, she
had supportive documentation from the Center for Victims of
Torture in Minneapolis.

"what kind of government
can be so afraid

of a child who goes to church?"

This case is unique because Ginnea was persecuted while still
a child, and her recollections of Ethiopia are from a child’s
point of view. Her understanding of politics was limited to
what immediately affected her. She testified to her emotional
and physical trauma before the INS, and asylum was granted
by the District Director,

Ginnea's attorney, MLC Asylum Project volunteer Laura Daniel-
son, added the following.

"I worried that the INS would argue that my client's persecution had
happened more than ten years ago, at a time when Ethiopia was
noled for its religious intolerance....that if she returned to Ethiopia
today, as a virtual unknown, apolitical, aduli citizen, she would not
have a well-founded fear of persecution. To the credit of the INS
examiner, that argument was not seriously raised. To IRy surprise,
the examiner was truly compassionate in his ireatment of tny client,
who was clearly tranmatized by having 1o reporton her experiences
in prison. The examiner ended the interview by exclaiming, ~Whar
type of government is it that can be so afraid of a child who goes 10
church?'”

Inmust add a personal commenr abont waorking on this case, for it was
a very meaningful experience. Over the six months that it teok to
complete, 1 waiched ny client transform Jrom a timid, trawmatized
young woman who sas lerrified even o leave her apartment, 10 o
capable and confident person. As soon as we filed the application
and she received work awthorization she became very busy, she got
a job, started school, learned 1o dri ve, and bought a car! Now thai
she has been granted asylum she is brimming over with plans for her
Juture, A huge, terrible burden has been lifted from her and for the
Sirstiime in her life she feels free. What conld feel more wonderful
than helping such a beautifid, bright Young spirit achieve that fiee-
dom? Thank you for providing me with that opportunity. "



Sincere Appreciation to the MLC Board of Directors
for Endless Energy, Dedication, and Support

Y g

Seated | tor. : Judge Harriet Lansing, Bill Cameron, Sheldon Karlins, Jean Boler, Michael Unger, Tom Johnson, Bob Sands, Jim Roth,
and David Weissbrods; standing. Lisa Schiltz, Pat Strong, Ty Bujold, Nancy Wolf, Waod Foster, Fredilyn Sison, Sam Heins, Peggy Abram,
Rick Evans, and Michelle Miller; (not pictured: Perer Ackerberg, Art Benson, Richard Bancy, D-M Boulay, Steve Carlson, Peggy Chutich,
Jim Dorsey, Brad Engdahi, Nancy Etzwiler, Don Jofinson, Jim Martinean, Dwight Oglesby, Jack Setterlund, Louis Sniith, Chris Solso).

membership renewal form: 1991

Name

Address

Telephone (Day) (Evening)

Employer

$500 Sustaining Member (includes 2 tickets to Human Rights Awards Dinner)
$250 3100 375 $50 Basic Membership Fee
$25 New Lawyer/Low Income $10 Law Student

The MLC is grateful for your membership support; without you our work would not he possible.
Please make checks payable 1o the MLIHRC; return to 430 Marquette Ave., Suile 402; Minneapolis 55401
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letter writing: turkey

A meeting was held last month of local attorneys representing
or mterested in representing clients convicted of capital
crimes and sentenced to death in other states. The need for
competent counsel in death penalty cases - particularly in
Southern states -1s critical now more than ever. In response
to this need, the Minnesota Lawyers Committee has agreed to
serve as a clearinghouse for matching some local attorneys
with death-row clients in the South based upon our successful
pro bono asylum project model.

Although direct representation in capital cases may not always
challenge the constitutionality of the death penalty in the
United States or reference existing international human rights
standards regarding the death penalty, such international
standards do indeed exist and are often submitted to state and
federal courts in the form of amicus briefs.

What, then, does international law state regarding the death
penalty? The international community has for decades been
moving towards an abolitionist posture; however interna-
tional law does not yet prohibit all forms of capital punish-
ment. Most recently, the United Nations adopted a Second
Optional Protocol to the International Covenenant on Civil
and Political Rights on the abolition of the death penalty. The
same is frue in the Americas. Procedural safeguards appli-
cable to persons subject to the death penalty exist in interna-
tional law (" " Safeguards Guaranteeing Protection of the
Rights of Those Facing the Death Penalty''). In addition,
many bilateral extradition treaties specifically include an
exemption Lo extradition where a person could be subject to
the death penalty or executed.

At least one standard is clear: the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, the American Convention on
Human Rights and the new Convention on the Rights of the
Child all prohibit the sentence of death for crimes committed
by persons below the age of 18. The United States, however,
has not ratified these Conventions. The U.S. Supreme Court
has refused to declare the unconsitutionality of the execution
ofjuveniles per se, and has left this determination to the states.

More international standards are evolving regarding the
imposition of the death penalty, the right to a fair trial, and the
link between the death penalty and the death row experience
and torture, cruel or unusual treatment or punishment. Much
of this information, as well as examples of amicus briefs filed
i U.S. courls addressing international human rights stan-
dards and the death penalty, is on file at the Minnesota
Lawycers Commitiee.

On 26 November 1950, Zafer Alkoyun was detained for
sellling clothes ina pack in Istanbul. Cihan Kays, a tailor who
supplied Zafer Alkoyun with the clothes, and an acquain-
tance, Cumali Gokalp, were arrested on the sdme day. On29
November, Dr. Cemal Parlak was detained. The four are said
to be held incommunicado at the First {Political) Branch of
Istanbul Police Headquarters. Tt is feared that they may be
subjected to-torture. Alkoyun's family and a lawyer at-
tempted to visit him but were refused access. "Alkoyun's
family fear for his health, as a bullet has been lodged in his
back near his spine since he was injured in a demonstranon 13

_ years ago.

The following sample letter may be copied. ‘

Fresdient Turgut Ozal
Develt Baskanligi
06100 Ankara, Turkey

Your Excellency,

I am concerned for the safety and well-being of Zafer Alkuyon,
Cihan Kaya, Cumnali Gokalp, and Dr. Cemal Parlak, arrested in
November of this year. They are reportedly being held incommuni-
cado at the First (Political) Branch of the Istanbul Police Headguar-
lers, and have been denied access 1o family and counsel. Iurgeyour
governmentio ensure thai the four detainees are not ill-treated while
in custody. [ further request that they be gramed access 1o rherr
Jamilies and to counsel.

Sincerely,

bee: MLC office)

Membership is 50/50

If you are one of the 50% of MI.C members who have yet to
renew for 1991, a member of the MLC Board of Directors (see
photo, page 5) will be contacting you soon--reminding you to
renew, answering any questions, making special payment ar-
rangements if requested. Your ongoing support of the
Commiittee is critical. Our budget for staff and overhead is
"bare bones™ to allow the largest possible share for program
and missions. Membership dues provide a foundation for
those costs.

Also, requests for more missions and projects and for greater
services here in Minnesota are growing dramatically, chal-
tenging the ML.C to find new and greater funding sources and
making a strong membership basc essential. Thank you for
your prompt response! (See form page 5.)







