nesota Advocates for Human Rxghts;

f_:callson Canada, Mexxcq and theUmted

. ‘ Frée Trade Agree-
“ment (NAFTA) with-a new commit-
ment to enforce mtematnonal human
rights law. The report is titled No
Double Standards in International Law.

President-elect Clinton of the United
States and President Salinas of Mexico
have called for supplemental agree-
ments to NAFTA to ensure the en-
forcement of labor and environmental
laws in all three countries. Président
Salinas has also called for agreements
about other Mexican concerns, such as
problems of discrimination and vio-
lence against Mexican nationals along
the U.S. border.

As No Double Standards points out,
labor, environmental and other con-
cems raised by NAFTA cannot be
fully addressed until the rule of law is
established and human rights are pro-
tected within each country.
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A mechanism for intemational human

_-rights enforcement already exists: the

inter-American system of human rights
of the Organization of Amencan States
(OAS). Until now, however, neither
Canada, Mexico, nor the United States
has committed itself to the binding
enforcement of international human
rights law through the OAS.: Minne-
sota Advocates for Human Rightsurges
all three NAFTA countries to insist on
full participation in the inter-Aﬁiérican
system. ‘

The cornerstone of the inter-American
system is the American Convention of
Human Rights, which guarantees a full
range of civil and political rights, in-
cluding the right to “participate in
public affairs, directly and through
freely elected representatives.” Par-
ties to the American Convention agree
to allow the Inter-American Commis-
sion of Human Rights to investigate
allegations of human rights abuses in
their country. Parties can also accept
the mandatory jurisdiction of the inter-
American Court, which can make bind-
ing decisions under the Convention.
Mexico has ratified the American Con-
vention, but Canada and the United
States have not. Not even Mexico,
however, has accepted mandatory ju-
risdiction of the Inter-American Court.

No Double Standards sets out recent
examples of human rights abuses in
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United States and Mexnco to demon-
strate the need for full participation in
the inter- Amencan system' of human
rights. In the United States, human
rights groups have ‘documented arbi-
trary violence and detentlon of Latinos
inthe U.S.-Mexico borderreglon The
Center for Human nghts and Consti-
tutional Law has filed a petmqn before
the Inter-American Commission on
behalf of victims of border violence.
Since the U.S. is not a full participant
in the inter-American system, how-
ever, the ability of the Inter-American
Commission to verify ‘these - facts is

limited. In addition, there can be no

appeal to the Inter-American Court for
a binding decision in this case.

No Double Standards also describes
how human rights abuses in Mexico
that have limited the political partici-
pation of people in that country. De-
spite electoral reform in 1990, and
recent promises by the Salinas admin-
istration to assure free elections, exten-
sive fraud was documented in this
summer’s elections in Michoacdn and
Veracruz. In just over a year, five
governors and governors-elect in
Mexico have resigned due to allega-
tions of electoral fraud.

Copies of No Double Standards are
available for $5.00 from the Minne-
sota Advocates office. B




Newsnotes

In November 1992, the Bush Founda-
tionawarded a $70,000 three-year grant
to the Refugee and Asylum Project. In
December 1992, the Joyce Mertz-
Gilmore Foundation awarded a two-
year $35,000 general operating grant
to Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. The grant will be used to
support human rights legal programs.

Attorney Elizabeth Bruch has joined
the Minnesota Advocates as a consult-
ant to the Kosovo Project. Bruchis a
1989 graduate of the University of
Wisconsin Law School. Bruch is coor-
dinating the Minnesota Advocates’
background research and proposed rec-
ommendations to prevent human rights
atrocities in the Albanian ethnic region
of Serbia.

Barbara Frey and Mary Dean will be
presenting a seminar on International
Human Rights for Women at the Fifth
Annual Peace Prize Forumat Concordia
College in Moorhead, Minnesota on
February 13. The Forum is sponsored
annually by the Norwegian Nobel
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Institue and five ELCA colleges of
Norwegian heritage. This year’s fo-
rum is “Striving for Peace: the United
Nations in a New World.”

Nancy Arnison will be featured as
“Lawyer of the Month” in the next
edition of the Minnesota Journal of
Law and Politics. As Director of the
Refugee and Asylum Project, Arnison
oversees the legal representation of
more than 300 indigent clients.

Peter Thompson, of Thompson,
Lundquist & Sicoli, will visit the Do-
minican Republic in January on behalf
of Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. Thompson will investigate the
status of Radio Enriquillo, recipient
of the 1992 Human Rights Award,
which recently had its Creole-language
programming shut down by the Do-
minican Republic government.

Thanks to all Minnesota Advocates
who wrote letters to the Guatemalan
government on behalf of the
Archbishop’s Human Rights Office
which was singled out for criticism by

Criminal Charges Against
Phillipine Lawyers
Dismissed

In April 1992, Minnesota Advocates
sent board member Laurence Ulrich to
observe the trial of two attorneys ac-
cused of membership in the Commu-
nist Party in the Philippines. Ulrich
was joined by Swen Beling, retired

justice of the Swedish Court of Ap-

peals and board member of the Interna-
tional Commission of Jurists, to ob-
serve the trial in Diat, Philippines.

This case attracted international atten-
tion because members of the bar were
being singled out for prosecution based
on the character of their clients. In this
case the military authority in Diat ac-
knowledged its purpose was  to con-

President Serrano and his Defense
Minister. Special thanks to Fr. Bill
Lewers of Center for Civil and Hu-
manRights at the University of Notre
Dame Law School whose contacts
with U.S. government officials sig-
nificantly assisted in gaining a retrac-
tion of the critical remarks by Presi-
dent Serrano.

Thanks to Jim Volling for hosting the
November 23 reception for Eden
Harrington, Director of the Texas
Resource Center. Over 50 people at-
tended the reception to learn about the
the Death Penalty Defense Project.
Two new teams and several other indi-
viduals have volunteered for cases.

The Minnesota Advocates joined the
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights
and other human rights organizations
in sending the following statement con-
cerning the atrocities in Bosnia to
President Bush, which read in part:
"We should agree to accept promptly
25,000 refugees who are most at risk,
and allocate sufficient funding to as-
sure their successful resettlement
here."®

duct a "legal offensive" against attor-
neys who represented alleged insur-
gents. Minnesota Advocates feared
that, if successful, this case would lead
to widespread prosecution of attorneys
who chose to defend human rights
advocates accused of being commu-
nists.

On September 22, newly-elected Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos repealed the law
outlawing the Communist Party in the
Philippines. Accordingly, the cases
against the attorneys and the other
human rights workers tried with them
were dismissed before the trials were
completed. While a relief for the
accused, attorneys devoted to human
rights continue to be fearful that the
military will now resort to a “less
legal” offensive to achieve its end. B



Thomas and Pollack
Draft Reports on the
Status of Women

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights is working with International
Women’s Rights Action Watch
(IWRAW) on country reports on the
status of women. These reports will be
submitted to the United Nations Com-
mittee (CEDAW) which will meet in
Geneva in January 1993 to monitor the
implementation of the Convention on
the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women.

Two Minnesota Advocates volunteers,
Cheryl Thomas and Ann Pollack, pre-
pared background reports to be sub-
mitted by IWRAW for the Geneva
review session. Thomas drafted re-
ports on Romania and Nicaragua;
Pollack’s report covered Peru.

Romania’s 1989 revolution signified
huge changes for women, including
the legalization of abortion, a major
drop in the maternal mortality rate
(which was the highest in Europe dur-
ing the Ceausescu era), and the imple-
mentation of a massive family plan-
ning movement. The struggle remains
intense for Romanian women who suf-
fer from domestic violence, widespread
poverty and little access to participa-
tion in government. These problems
are aggravated by the lack of women’s
groups and the perception that the
movement for women’s equality is a
bizarre western preoccupation with
little relevance in Romania.

Nicaragua has also undergone major
changes since the Sandinistas were
defeated and Violetta Chamorro’s party
came into power in 1990. The
Chamorro government is heavily in-
fluenced by the Catholic church and is
leading a ‘return to traditional values’
movement. The government now
strictly enforces a ban on abortion and
has eliminated sex education from the
schools.

The economic situation in Nicaragua
has become desperate with unemploy-

ment and underemployment rising to
over 60%. Over 70% of the popula-
tion lives in poverty, 40% of which
livein a ‘state of emergency’. This has
an especially forceful effect on women
since they are the first to be laid off
from scarce jobs and nearly half the
households in Nicaragua are headed by
women. The poverty rate for house-
holds headed by women is 81.8%.
The harsh economic situation aggra-
vates a longstanding domestic violence
problem in Nicaragua. The good news
for Nicaraguan women is an active and
powerful grassroots women’s move-
ment which has taken hold since
Chamorro’s government came into
power. B

Letter Writing
Request: Uzbekistan

Abdumanob Pulatov, a leading human
rights activist from the Central Asian
republic of Uzbekistan, was abducted
in Bishkek, the capital of the neighbor-
ing republic of Kyrgyzstan, on 8 De-
cember 1992. 1t is reported that his
abductors are officers of the Uzbekistan
National Security Service, and have
taken him to Uzbekistan. It is feared
that he may be subjected to torture or
possibly killed.

Pulatov is chairman of the independent
Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan
and a member of the opposition Birlik
(Unity) movement of Uzbekistan. He
has lived in Moscow in virtual political
exile for several months because of
harassment by the Uzbek authorities.
He was in Bishkek to organize an
international human rights conference
on 6-7 December. It was announced at
the conference that Pulatov would re-
main in Bishkek as director of a new
Central Asian human rights informa-
tion center.

Shortly after noon on 8 December
witnesses saw Pulatov being seized by
two men outside his hotel in Bishkek
and forcibly put into a van, which then
drove away. A Kyrgyz police spokes-
man later stated that Pulatov’s abduc-
tors were members of the Uzbekistan
National Security Service. Before his
abduction, Pulatov had reportedly
expressed fears that the Uzbek authori-
ties might try to kill him.

Please write letters calling for the im-
mediate and unconditional release of
Abdumanob Pulatov, and for the Uzbek
authorities to guarantee Pulatov’s
safety. Appeals should be sent to:

Respublika Uzbekistan

g. Tashkent

Apparat Prezidenta

Prezidentu Respubliki Uzbekistan
Karimovu I.A., UZBEKISTAN

Representative of Uzbekistan

c/o Embassy of the Russian Federation
1125 16th Street N.W.

Washington, DC 20036 B






