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1997: Focus on Child Labor

Minnesota Advocates Launches Year-Long Campaign

The 1995 murder of 12-year-old child
labor activist Iqgbal Masih may have
been intended to silence the protests of
one small Pakistani boy, but the murder
instead has led to international outrage
at the devastating situation of more
than 100 million children who work in
jobs that seriously affect their develop-
ment. Children in all regions of the
world labor long hours mining gold,
baking bricks, harvesting the fields,
sewing soccer balls, knotting rugs,
filing surgical instruments and making
fireworks, all for a pittance of pay, and
often resulting in physical and mental
harm.

Virtually every country in the world
through domestic and international law
prohibits its children from performing
work that interferes with a child’s
educational, physical, mental, and moral
development. The internationally ’
recognized minimum age for workis 15,
yet the International Labor Organization
(ILO) estimates that more than 73 -
million children between 10-14 alone
were economically active in 1995 -- fully
13.2 percent of everyone in that age

group.

In 1997, Minnesota Advocates is
joining forces with dedicated groups
from around the world to urge an end to
child servitude, in'all its forms. Our
Stop Child Labor campaign will:

a Educate the public'by bringing
to the state some of the most well-

respected experts on child labor issues

Q Offer our members concrete
action steps they can take to help put
an end to child labor

a Encourage businesses to
enact and monitor codes of conduct
that ensure that products imported to
the U.S. are not made with child labor

a Honor individuals and groups
who are making a difference in the
international effort to end illegal child
labor

Minnesota Advocates made an early
contribution to stopping child labor by
identifying harmful labor conditions for
children in its 1990 report, Restavek:
Child Domestic Labor in Haiti. The
report documented the practice of
restavek by which poor, usually rural,
children are given or sold to a family in
a higher socio-economic setting to
perform household labor without pay.
“Restaveks” are rarely allowed to
attend school, but rather are used as
servants of the “employing” family.

See CAMPAIGN page 5
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This Time of Transistion:
Reaffirming Who We Are and Where We're Going

As you know, our founding Executive Director, Barb Frey, has resigned her
position to pursue other professional and personal opportunities. All of us who
have worked with Barb over the years will miss the day-to-day contact with her,
but we look forward to new ways in which Barb will be involved with the work of
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights. Barb can take a great deal of personal
credit for the growth of Minnesota Advocates into a highly respected human
rights organization.

This time of transition for Minnesota Advocates is stressful and challenging for
its board, staff and volunteers. It is also an exciting opportunity to plan for the
next phase in the life of Minnesota Advocates. Over the last several months, I
have worked with a wonderful group of people who have acted as the search
committee to hire a new executive director for Minnesota Advocates. My sincere
thanks to Barb Frey, board members Brad Lehrman, Sam Myers and Joel Mugge
and to Jane Kretzman of the Bush Foundation for their time, enthusiasm and
energy during countless hours of meetings as we have worked through the
process. Thanks also to the staff for their thoughtful and valuable input in the
process.

Forty-six people applied for the executive director position, many of whom are
highly qualified people of diverse backgrounds with a strong interest in human
rights work. The process of reviewing all of the applications and the more recent
interviewing that we done has brought home to us the tremendous respect for
Minnesota Advocates that exists throughout the country and the world. Some-
times, because we are so close to the organization, we don’t fully appreciate the
outstanding reputation that Minnesota Advocates enjoys. We have narrowed
the pool of candidates to a group of strong finalists and are in the process of
conducting interviews. We hope to have a new executive director hired and in
place soon. The search for a new executive director has allowed the search
committee members to learn a great deal about Minnesota Advocates’ programs,
staff and future needs that will allow us to provide more informed leadership and
counsel to the new executive director.

The recent operating grant from a new funder -- the Chicago-based MacArthur
Foundation has been a real boost to the morale of the board and staff and a
confirmation of an outside funding agency’s confidence in our ability to not only
survive this transition period, but flourish under the new leadership.

Foundations that support us, however, always emphasize the importance of our
grassroots financial and volunteer base to the health of the organization. If you
haven't had the chance to make your membership pledge do so now. Your time
and money are what allow us to make a difference every day in the lives of human
rights victims. Thanks to all of you who contribute to Minnesota Advocates.®

Mary S. Ranum
President
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Th Second Annual Celebration of
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@  Panel Discussion

Seven Minnesota women of different ages from diverse backgrounds share their struggles
and successes at different stages of life.

®  Artistic Performances

Mattie Clark, African-American Storyteller, spins a tale for women of all ages
Susana DiPalma, director of Zorongo Flamenco Dance Theatre, performs a dance

§  Workshop Sessions

Each workshop session offers participants six choices:

Women and Self-Esteem Immigration Reform*
The Women’s Human Rights Treaty (CEDAW)* Economic Justice
Storytelling Welfare Reform Issues*
The Peace Movement Diversity in Education
Self-Defense for Women Women and the Media

Improvisation To Be Announced

*One CLE (Continuing Legal Education) credit has been requested for each of these sessions.

®  Brown Bag Lunch Discussions

Bring your own or enjoy a complimentary brown bag lunch

Take time to browse the ethnic craft market, gather resources from the informational
booths, network with new acquaintances or join in on one of ten brown bag lunch
discussions, including:

Storytelling with the story cloth Spirituality
Violence in Teenage Dating Children’s Legal Rights
International Advocacy Human Rights Education

Intergenerational Issues Affecting the Lesbian Community
Please join Minnesota Advocates and over 15 other sponsoring agencies in celebrating
{4 M M ’»”
Generations of Women From Diverse Cultures

at the William Mitchell College of Law * 875 Summit Ave., St. Paul » 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Call the Minnesota Advocates Event Hotline at (612) 713-8480 for a full brochure or to pre-register.






