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Committee to Study Human Rights Conditions
in Haiti, Central America

The Minnesota Lawyers Committee will focus on the hu-
man rights situation in Central America and the Caribbean
during the nextyear by sending travelseminars to the region.

Arip to Guatemala and Nicaragua is scheduled from Octo-
ber 25 to November 3, 1991. Guatemala is an appropriate
focus because of the Committee’s five-year investigative
work there, especially in the area of habeas corpus and dis-
appearances. In Nicaragua, the focus will be on the develop-
ment of the legal system since the change in government,

The Committee'’s look at human rights for Haitians will
include visits to Miami, Florida and Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
in February 1992. Participants will have a first-hand view of
the human rights issues facing the fledgling government of
President Aristide in Haitli. The seminar would also look at
U.S. policy towards Haiti, as reflected in the treatment of
refugees in the Miami area, including (he INS-run Krome
Avenue Detention Center.

The travel seminars will be facilitated by the Center for
Global Education at Augsburg College. The Minnesota
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Lawyers Committee has worked with the Center on sev-
eral successful travel seminars over the past six years,
including three to Central America, two to the Philip-
pines, and a May 1991 seminar to Israel and the Occupied
Territories.

A consensus statement prepared by those visiting Israel
and the Occupied Territories appears on Page Eight.

Afanas'ev Receives Award

Yuri Afanas'ev (Photo by Jean-Claude Bouis)

The bombing of his political hcadquarters and the June
clections prevented Yuri Afanas'ev from coming 1o Min-
nesota onJune 6 1o receive the Seventh Annual Human
Rights Award in person. Accepting on his behalf was
Soviet journalist Melor Sturua,

See Pages Two and Six-Seven for related articles and
Alanas'ev's remarks.



Awards Dinner, Continued from Page One

The Committee acknowled ges the generous support of or-
ganizations and individuals who made special contributions
to this event. In particular, it salutes Honeywell Inc., Office
of General Counsel, and Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi for
participating as the first Awards Dinner Underwriters.

Underwriters

Honeywell Inc., Office of General Counsel
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi

Sustaining Law Firms

Dorsey & Whitney
Faegre & Benson
Fredrikson & Byron
Larkin, Hoffman, Daly & Lindgren
Leonard, Street & Deinard
Lindquist & Vennum
Opperman, Heins & Paquin
Popham, Haik, Schnobrich & Kaufman
Robins Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi

Dinner Sustainers

Briggs & Morgan
Fetterly & Gordon
Zelle & Larson

Benefactors

Barna, Guzy, Merrill, Hynes & Giancola
Control Data
Equilaw, Inc.
Fabyanske, Svoboda, Westra, Davis & Hart
Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty & Bennett

The Human Righls Observer is a publication of the Minnesota Lawyers
Intemnalional Human Rights Committee, a non-profil organization
commilted to promoting and protecting human rights in the United
States and abroad. The Commilice advocates against individual human
righls abuses, rescarches and invesligates human righls conditions in
other countries, encourages Lhe adoption of international human rights
standards by all countries, and educates ils members, the Bar, political
leaders and the public about human rights.

Officers:

James V. Roth, President Richard Boncy, Secretary/Treasurer-
Jean M. Boler, Past President David Weissbrodt, Legal Counsel
Louis P. Smith, Vice President

Stff:

Barbara A. Frey, Executive Director

Kate Jastam, Refugee and Asylum Project

Sonia Roscn, Legal Fellow

Msry Foster, Developenent Direcior

Calhy Wood, Secretary

Richard Thomas, Administranve Assistani

Maya Diokno and Emad Tinawi, fritems

Benefactors, continued

Mackall, Crounse & Moore
Maslon, Edelman, Borman & Brand
Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, Welter & Schmidt
Norwest Capital Advisers
Oppenheimer, Wolff & Donnelly
Rider, Bennett, Egan & Arundel
Siegel, Brill, Greupner & Duffy
Sprenger & Lang
Thompson, Lundquist &Sicoli, Lid.
3M
University of Minnesota Law School Faculty

Sponsors

Automated Mailing Corporation
Barsuhn Design
Best & Flanagan
William & Connie Cameron
Coopers & Lybrand
Peter Dahlen and Mary Carlsen
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt
First Bank Systems
Framestyles
Sam and Dianne Heins
Hvass, Weisman & King
Kelly & Jacobson
Mackenzie & Hallberg
Walter and Paula Richey
James V. Roth
Roberi P. Sands and Sally Glassberg Sands
Space Center, Inc.
Western Bank & Insurance Company

Contributors

Abrams & Spector
Arnold & McDowell
Jean Boler
DeParq, Hunegs, Stone, Koenig & Reid, P.A.
Ernst & Young
Wood R. Foster, Jr.
Barbara A. Frey and Howard Orenstcin
Grant Thornton
Hennepin County Bar Association
Henson & Efron
Larson, Allen, Weishair & Co.
Luther Ballenthin & Carruthers
Messerli & Kramer
Minncsota Legal Assistant Instiiute
Minnesota State Bar Association
Dwight Oglesby
Piper Jaffray & Hopwood

Schechter, Dokken, Kanter, Andrews & Sclcer, Lid.



elements

“Too often the people who inhabit the tiny celis along
death row are there not just because their crimes are
horrendous -- and many of them are. They exist there -- it
isn’t really living -- because they got few of the benefits of
our socicty and they did not get the full protections they
deserve under the Constitution. Constitutional protec-
tions don’t mean much if they are simply high-minded
phrases. As attorneys we have a special obligation to give
life and meaning 1o those phrases by our actions. As
_ lawyers, we must take up the challenge, and we must ensure
that so long as states seek to execute, those faced with this
ultimate punishment are afforded every right and protec-
tion guaranteed to them under the law.” With these words,
Tom Tinkhman, president of the MN State Bar Association
joined U.S. District Court Judge James Rosenbaum in
welcoming over 75 attorneys to the opening of the MLC's
Death Penalty Defense Project.

Attorneys from all legal specialties gathered on May 10-11
to learn about the law and practice of post-conviction liti-
gation in the U.S., with a particular emphasis on Texas and
Louisiana. The faculty included Minnesota attorneys with
experience in capital litigation, as well as experts from
Texas, Louisiana, and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.
(The seminar was approved for 7.5 CLE credits.)

The Project, under the guidance of co-chairs Karen Fair-
bairn and Jim Volling, and Sonia Rosen of the MLC staff,
will host regular informal lunches for attorneys taking
capital cases, and continue to train and recruit pro bono at-
torneys to represent indigent death row inmates in post-
conviction appeals. Four cases have already been assigned,
and that number is expected to double by the end of the
summer.

The first brown-bag lunch will be on Friday, July 26 at 12:00
p.m. at the MLC offices. John Stuart, MN State Public
Defender will give an introduction on reading a trial tran-
script, followed by informal discussion. These lunches are
excellent opportunities lo meet other attorneys working on
death penalty cases, share information, and ask questions.

‘The Commiltce recognizes the following lawyers who are
now working in some capacity on a death penaliy case. In
addition to individual attorneys, the firms of Dorsey &
Whitney, Facgre & Benson, Fredrikson & Byron, and
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi will take cases as a law firm
projects. Kudos (o these pro bono attorneys and firms;
additional individuals and law firms are needed.

Sid Abramson, Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Susan Andrews, Esq.

Art Beeman, Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Tamara Byram, Dorsey & Whitney

U.S. District Court Judge James Rosenbaum

Bradford Colbert, Esq.

Clint Cudler, Fredrikson & Byron

Craig Davis, Davis & Bernard

Deborah Ellis, Thomson & Ellis

Karen Fairbaim, Holiday Companies
Stephen Fiebiger, Stephen C. Fiebiger & Ass.
Tom Fraser, Fredrikson & Byron

Dan Gerhan, Faegre & Benson

John Getsinger, Leonard, Street & Deinard
Fatricia Harris, Faegre & Benson

Charles Jones, Moss & Barnett

William Keppel, Dorsey & Whitney

John Koneck, Fredrikson & Byron

Tom Mautson, Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Glenn Oliver, Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Elliot Olsen, Esq.

William (Duffy) Pratt, Dorsey & Whitney
Larry Pry, Esg.

Christopher Riley, Dorsey & Whitney
Michael Rothman, Esgq.

Mark Savin, Faegre & Benson

Greg Schaefer, Faegre & Benson

Melissa Sheridan, Esq.

Tracy Tool, Dorsey & Whitney

Jim Volling, Faegre & Benson

Val Welch, Facgre & Benson



asvlum/refugee news

Cambodian Dancers Receive Asylum

Rachhana and Thonnara Hing, sister and brother, defected
from the Classical Dance Company of Cambodia while in the
Twin Cities on Oclober 3, 1990. Two other dancers in the
troup also defected--one also in St. Paul and the other in
Massachusettes.

Considerable media attention surrounded these events, in
part because the four were among the best dancers in the
troupe, and there were allegations that Cambodian groups in
the U.S. conspired to incite the defections.

they believed their dance troupe
was being used for propaganda

by a government they opposed

The Hings applied for asylum through the MLC Asylum
Project and were represented by MLC Board member Paula
Richeyof Gibas, Richey & Dube. They claimed they were po-
litically opposed 1o the present Cambodian regime and be-
lieved that their dance company was used as a propaganda
100l by that government. Also, the Hings had been watched
carcfully by the government since the defection of their two
brothers to Austria in January 1990. Their uncle had becn
arrested and disappeared in April 1990.

A central argument for asylum was that because of their
defection and the surrounding publicily, it was rcasonable o
believe that they would be jailed or worse should they be
forced 1o return to Cambodia.

Included with the Application for Asylum was a supporting
affidavit from Court Robinson of the U.S. Commitiee for
Refugees (who works closcly with Cambodians). Also sub-
mitied were copics of newspaper articles about the defec-
tions from all over the U.S, State Department Counltry
Reports on human rights practices and Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports on Cambodia.

The Hings were interviewed by the local INS officer on
January 14, 1991. Asylum was granted to both in March on
the basis that they had proved a well-founded [ear of persc-
cution should they be returncd to Cambodia.

Nou Vanthy, another member of the troupe, defected at the
same time a$ the Hings and also applied for asylum through
the MLC Asylum Project. Vanthy, a member of the clite in
Cambodiansocicty, had been interrogated and threatened by
the government since adolescence. His life at the University
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of Fine Arts was highly controlled by officials; he was
rarely permitted to leave school grounds, and he could
communicate with visitors only through a fence. Fre-
quently he was given spoiled food to eat.

He claimed he wouid be persecuted if he were forced to
return to Cambodia. The INS agreed with his claim and
granted asylum. Vanthywasrepresented by MLC Asylum
Projectvolunteer Kathy Moccio of the Borene Law Firm.

CLE Credit Approved

The Refugee Reunification/Humanitarian Pa-
role Seminar on April 5, 1991, was granted 4
CLE credits---three for the morning training
portion and one credit for the luncheon address.
The May 10-11 Death Penalty training seminar
received 7.5 credits, and the June 21 Asylum
seminar received 7 credits. )

N

MLC Fights Discriminatory
Exclusion of HIV Positive Visitors

The Health and Human Services Depariment has with-
drawn a proposed regulation which would have removed
HIV positivity as a basis for exclusion from the United
States. The proposed rcgulation was supported by the
Minnesota Lawyers Committee’s Board of Directors, who
joined with over 140 public health organizations, immi-
grants’ advocates groups, labor unions, community groups,
and human rights organizations in a letter of support to
HHS Secretary Louis Sullivan.

The proposed regulation drew 40,000 comments, 91% of
which opposed lifting the ban of admission of HIV posi-
tive noncitizens, regardless of the reason for their visit 10
the U.S. or the family or other ties which they might have
here. ‘The consensus of the World Health Organization
and other international and U.S. public health experts is
that travel restrictions on HIV positive persons arc an in-
clfectiveand discriminatory method (o limit the spread of
the virus.

The Targe volume of negative comments prompted the
Justice Departmentto overrule HHS and issuc an interim
regulation eflective through August 1, 1991 which keeps
HIV positivity as a ground of exclusion. The Refugee and
Asylum Policy Project will continue to monitor develop-
menlts on this issue.



Committee Receives
AlILA Award

Refugee Projects Honored

The Commitiee received the American Immigration Law-
yers Association (AILA)’s Human Rights Award at the
Association’s Annual Conference in Chicago June 7, 1991.

AILA President Howard S. (Sam) Myers, III, cited the
Committee’s Refugee and Asylum Policy Project as well as
reports on Mariel Cubans, the Oakdale Detention Center,
and the Krome Detention Center as significant contribu-
tions to the advancement of human rights.

Accepting the award on the Commitlee's behalf was Exccu-

tive Director Barbara Frey. Alsorepresenting the MLC was
Relugee and Asylum Policy Project Director Kate Jastram.

Project Salutes Volunteers

Lawyers volunteering as Direct Service Attorneys for new
asylum and refugee reunification cases in May/Junc of 1991:

James Ballenline, Schwebel, Goetz & Sieben

Lisa Berg, Hennepin County Atlarney’s Office
Margarel Byrne

Linda Close, Minnesota Attorney General’s Office
Mark Frey, American Immigration Counsel

Yyotsna Gorti, Hennepin County Attorney'’s Office
Murney Heaney, Hennepin County Attorney’s Office
Gloria Johnson, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Judy Johnson

Rachel Kaplan, Rider, Bennelt, Egan & Arundel
Darcy Ann King, Leatham and Associates

Ivars Krievans, St. Paul City Atlorney’s Office
Thomas Rock, Rider, Bennett, Egan & Arundel
Susan Sax|

Ed Schwartzbauer

Steve Smith, Minnesota Atiorney General’s Office
Robert Trembath

Consulting attorncys for new asylum cases and refupee
rcuniflication cases in May/June, 1991:

Karen Ellingson, Oficina I.cgal

Sharon Jacks

Tlidmundo Lijo, Centro Tegal

Kalhy Moccio, Borene Law Firm

Glenda Potter, Cambodian Tegal Services Project

Janice Radler Olson

Leo Pritschet, Ingber and Aronson

Michacl Sullivan, University of Minnesota Student Legal Services

"Reactions on My First Trip
Back to Cambodia"

by Sothea Phea Poch,
Minnesotla Lawyers Committee Board Member

When I think about Cambodia, I keep asking myself how
many more years do the people of Cambodia have to suffer
under these hungers for power and the occupation? The
Cambodian people have suffered enough. They have suf-
fered for more than twenty years by now, and yet it seems
niot many countries would care about them.

Before 1975, the Cambodian peopie had to face the war
and the corruption of the government officials. Many of
their family members were killed in war, and their proper-
ties and belongings were destroyed by war. When they
moved to the city, they were oppressed and chealed by the
governmentofficials. Therich took advantage of the poor.
The highly educated people were supposed 1o help those
who were uneducated, but they took advantage of them
and cheated on their own innocent people.

When the Khmer Rouge came 10 power in 1975, the Cam-
bodian people had tostruggle with many difficulties. They
suffered from the persecution and the separation from
their family members. They were treated with no respect
and were forced to work worse than slaves. Their rights
were denied and violated. When they did not agree with
the Khmer Rouge government, they were put in jail for life
time withoutcoming to trial. They were tortured 1o death.
Those who were alive after torture had 1o carry the
memories of great loss. When this genocide regime was
over everyone including myself was relicved and very

happy.

In wwelve years of being away from Cambodia, 1 always
thought that the country under the present government
would be well reconstructed and the people of Cambodia
would be well-treated with respect and fairness. [was very
anxious 1o sec the country and meet with the people.

Unfortunately, most of everything seemed quite opposite
from what I had thought. When I got (o the city of Phnom
Penh, 1 learned that pcople were able to own their own
betongings such as car or molorcycle. The basic living con-
dition ol the poeple in the city was bad and well below the
poverty line. Most buildings were very old, and the waler
was polluted and contaminaled. The cconomic situation
was bad, and the inflation was high. These created cven
more difficultics for the poor familics with children. There
were not enough doctors and medical supplics for them.

5 Cambodia, Continued Page Nine



1991 Dinner Honors

The Committee’s Seventh Annual Human Rights Awards
Dinner was held June 6 at the Atrium, International Mar-
ket Square, Minneapolis. The event honored the move-
ment for human rights and democracy in the Soviet Union
and the work of Yuri Afanas'ev, Receivingspecial recogni-
tion for his international achievements was former Gover-
nor Harold Stassen. Volunteer awards were presented 1o
Wood Foster, E.J, Kelley, Duane Krohnke, Polly Majer,
and Dwight Oglesby.

Dinner Co-Chair Pascale RaJunan, Honeywell; Melor Sturua, accepting
Jor Afanas'ev; and MLC Executive Director Barbara Frey

Senior Russian Choir
St. Paul Jewish Community Center

Mary Foster, MLC Development Director;
Judge Sandra Gardebring Award Presenter






