"4y,

Yy
Yy
%074
40y,

OCA TES

Civilians At Risk — New Report on
Abuses of Indigenous People in Mexico

In July, Minnesota Advocates for Hu-
man Rights released a report docu-
menting the pattern of human rights
violations committed by the Mexican
police and military against indigenous
communities. The report, Civilians at
Risk: Military and Police Abuses in the
Mexican Countryside, is the product of
a seven-month study by Minnesota
Advocates, which included on-site in-
vestigations in Southwestern Chihua-
hua in November 1992 and in the
Southern State of Chiapas, near the
Guatemalan border, in May 1993. The
fact-finding teams interviewed victims
of human rights abuse, human rights
advocates, and representatives of the
Mexican military and government.

The May 1993 fact-finding team con-
sisted of past, present, and future legal
fellows: Dan Gerdts, Eric Rosenthal,
and Sarah DeCosse. They were joined
by attorney Rachel Kaplan of Rider,
Bennett, Egan & Arundel.

Civilians at Risk covers a series of
three incidents investigated by Minne-
sota Advocates in Chihuahua and
Chiapas. As the report finds, evidence
from these three incidents “reveals a
previously undocumented pattern of
abuses by the Mexican military. De-
spite the fact that the Mexican Consti-
tution prohibits the military from any
form of law enforcement activity in-
volving the search of homes or the
detention of civilians, such lawless

practices have become tolerated at the
highest levels of Mexican govern-
ment.”

The report also “confirms what has
now been well-documented by the
United States Department of State, the
U.N. Committee Against Torture,
Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights, and other international human
rights organizations -- that the Mexi-
can police engage in the systematic use
of torture and that a ‘culture of impu-
nity’ allows documented human rights
abusers to go without punishment.”

In each of the incidents documented in
the report, the military took collective
action against large numbers of civil-
ians in response to the alleged killing
of soldiers. The March 1993 abusesin
Chiapas ensued after the disappearance
of two soldiers traveling near the vil-
lage of San Isidro el Ocotal. Severely
charred remains were found near the
village on March 28, and the military
concluded that these were the bodies of
the soldiers. Later that day, some 400
soldiers in the presence of a few police-
men entered San Isidro. Approxi-
mately 40 soldiers and 6 policemen
also entered the nearby town of
Mitzitén. In both villages, soldiers
stood guard as the population was de-
tained and homes were searched.

Residents of San Isidro reported to the
continued on page 10
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Rosenthal Testifies on
Human Rights & NAFTA

On June 29, Minnesota Advocates legal
fellow Eric Rosenthal testified before the
Small Business Committee ofthe United
States House of Representatives at a
hearing on “Human Rights in Mexico:
Implications for NAFTA and U.S. Busi-
ness.” Rosenthal called for a link be-
tween NAFTA and the establishment of
a hemispheric enforcement mechanism
for international human rights.

Rosenthal testified, “Minnesota Advo-
cates takes no position on the trade
accord itself. Butonething is clear from
our review of the human rights situation
in Mexico: we cannot rely on the fair and
consistent enforcement of rights estab-
lished under a trade accord ... 80 long as
individuals are at risk of abuse when they
stand up for those rights against the
government. Nor will there be effective
remedies for the violation of rights pro-
tected by a legal system that does not
respect or enforce its own law.”

Minnesota Advocates’ review of the

Continued on page 2
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Newsnotes

Executive Director Barbara Frey will
serve as a witness to a Commission of
Inquiry on the Use of the Death Penalty
in the United States, as part of Am-
nesty International’s 21st International
Council Meeting in Boston on August
6 and 7. Frey will also be presenting
a paper on “Corporate Responsibility
and Human Rights” at the American
Bar Association Conference in New
York on August 8.

The Japanese Civil Liberties Union
is publishing a Japanese translation of
the U.N. Commission on Human
Rights: Orientation Manual for Non-
governmental Organizations, 1993.
The Manual is the joint effort of Min-
nesota Advocates for Human Rights
and the International Service for Hu-
man Rights in Geneva.

Minnesota Advocates’ U.N. represen-
tative, Penny Parker, taught a week-
long course on human rights law and
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procedure to Indian diplomats, profes-
sors and nongovernmental representa-
tives in New Delhi in June. The course
was sponsored by the United States
Information Agency.

Nguyen Si Binh, an American citizen
imprisoned in Vietnam for more than a
year, was released in June. He will
return to Atlanta to live with his fam-
ily. Volunteers from Minnesota Ad-
vocates for Human Rights and Holly
Gimbel and Peter Yost of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Human Rights Clinic
had been working during the past year
for his release. E

NAFTA Testimony, from page 1

human rights conditions in Mexico relating
to NAFTA is fully documented in its 1992
report, No Double Standards in Interna-
tional Law. That report calls on the U.S.,
Mexico, and Canada to adopt a human
rights enforcement mechanism by accept-
ing the jurisdiction of the Inter-American
Court to issue binding decisions under the
American Convention on Human Rights.
In his testimony, Rosenthal praised Secre-
tary of State Warren Christopher’s recent
statemnent of support for ratification of the
American Convention, and he thanked
Congressman LaFalce (D-NY), Chairman
of the House Small Business Committee,
for the favorable review of No Double
Standards which he submitted to the Con-
gressional Record. Rosenthalalso thanked
Senator Paul Wellstone (D-MN) for circu-
lating the No Double Standards report to
Senate colleagues.

At the hearing, Rosenthal also previewed
the Minnesota Advocates report Civilians
at Risk: Military and Police Abuses in the
Mexican Countryside. Portions of this
were reprinted in the July 6, 1993, issue of
the Mexican newsmagazine, Proceso.

Also testifying at the hearing were repre-
sentatives of Amnesty International, Ameri-
cas Watch,the Mexican Partido Accion
Nacional and, the Frente Civico Familiar
based in Merida, Yucatin.®

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Clinton Administration
Announces Support for
International Treaties

On June 14, at the beginning of the
World Conference on Human Rights,
Secretary of State Warren Christopher
made a welcome announcement that
the Clinton Adminstration supports
U.S. ratification of the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

This announcement changes the long-
standing policy of the Reagan and Bush
Administrations which refused to rec-
ognize economic, social and cultural
rights as basic human rights.

Along with the ESC Covenant, Chris-
topher listed three other treaties that
the Administration will push for ratifi-
cation: the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination, the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women, and
the American Convention on Human
Rights. The Clinton Administration
will not seek to ratify all of the treaties
simultaneously, but one by one in the
order listed, with the Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
last. The Administration will use this
approach in hopes of passing as many
individual treaties as possible.

Absent from the list is the Convention
on the Rights of a Child, but it is
believed that the Administration in-
tends to sign and forward the Children’s
Convention to the Senate as well. Both
Senator Durenberger (R-MN) and Sena-
tor Wellstone (D-MN) are co-sponsors
of the Resolution on the Children’s
Convention. W



Letterwriting/Death Penalty Defense Project

Letterwriting: Saudi Arabia

Ali Sa’id Darwish, a Saudi Arabian
citizen, was arrested April 21, 1988 by
members of the Saudi government
forces at al-Rabi’iyya in Saudi Arabia.
He was held for more than a year at
Mabahith al-’ Amma Prison incommu-
nicado, without charge or trial. There
is reason to believe that he was tortured
during this time. In late 1989 or early
1990, Mr. Darwish was tried by the
Higher Shari’a Court in al-Damman
and sentenced to 15 years in prison.
His trial was not a fair one in accor-
dance with international standards. It
was held in the early hours of the
morning and lasted only a few minutes.
Mr. Darwish hadno access to a defense
counsel, he was not informed of the
charges against him, nor did he have
the right to appeal.

It is believed that Mr. Darwish was
arrested because of his sympathy to the
Shi’a opposition movement and that he
isbeing detained due to the non-violent
expression of his beliefs.

Please send letters which: express
concern that Mr. Darwish isbeing held
for his religious beliefs; urge that Mr.
Darwish should, in accordance with
international law, be informed of the
charges against him, receive a fair
trial, be able to be visited by his wife
and family, have accessto lawyers and
receive any necessary medical atten-
tion; and, urge that Mr. Darwish be
released unconditionally if heisnotto
be charged with a recognizable crimi-
nal offense and tried fairly. Letters
should be addressed to:

Prince Naif bin ‘Abd al’ Aziz
Minister of the Interior
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Sheikh Mubammed bin Ibrahim Jubair
Minister of Justice

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

bcc: Minnesota Advocates

Death Penalty Defense
Project Hosts Bryan
Stevenson

On July 15, more than 50 persons
attended a lecture by Bryan Stevenson,
Director of the Alabama Capital Rep-
resentation Resource Center. A recep-
tion following the lecture was gener-
ously sponsored by the law firm of
Faegre & Benson. Mr. Stevenson
discussed new strategies in death pen-
alty litigation, and he spoke of the
enormous need for pro bono represen-
tation of indigent death row inmates in
Alabama.

MTr. Stevenson, a Harvard Law School
graduate and former staff attorney for
the Southern Ceater for Human Rights,
has been director of the Alabama Re-
source Center since 1989. Mr.
Stevenson recently won release for
Walter MacMillian after six years on
death row. An African American man
convicted of killing a white woman,
Mr. MacMillian was held on death row
even prior to being convicted for the
crime. Mr. Stevenson was able to
show that the case against Mr.
MacMillian was based largely on per-
jured testimony, and that critical evi-
dence regarding Mr. MacMillian’s in-
nocence was withheld by prosecutors.

Mr. Stevenson announced that arrange-
ments have been made to allow the
Death Penalty Defense Project to coor-
dinate the work of Minnesota attorneys
who would like to help on cases in
Alabama. For further information about
volunteering on a death penalty case,
please contact Eric Rosenthal at 612-
341-3302.

Getsinger to Leave
Steering Committee

The Death Penalty Defense Project
would like to thank John Getsinger, of
Leonard, Street & Deinard, who is

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

stepping down after three years of
invaluable service as a member of the
Project’s Steering Committee. He is
leaving due to a heavy trial calendar
this summer and autumn. He has
served on the committee since the in-
ception of the project in January 1991.

Since 1991, Mr. Getsinger has served
on the Steering Committee along with
Bruce Hanley, of counsel to Dunkley,
Bennett & Christensen and committee
co-chairs Jim Volling, of Faegre &
Benson, and Karen Fairbaimn Nath, of
the Holiday Companies. Last Decem-
ber, solo practitioner Deborah Ellis
Jjoined the Steering Committee.

MTr. Getsinger helped recruit volunteer
attorneys and served as a “mentor” to
attorneys taking death penalty cases
for the first time. He was actively
involved in planning the Against the
Odds: Successful Criminal Defense
Strategies conference this April. Mr.
Getsinger will continue to work on the
death penalty appeal of Alvin Scott
Loyd, an inmate on Louisiana’s death
row.

The Return of the Blues
Saloon Fundraiser

The Project will be holding its second
annual Blues Saloon Fundraiser on
Wednesday, August 18. Last year's
event attracted 200 people and raised
more than $10,000 to support the ad-
ministration of the Project. With the
success and expansion of the Project's
work, event organizers expect an even
larger crowd of supporters this year.

Music will be provided by the exciting
Georgiaband Tinsley Ellis. The Blues
Saloon is located at 601 Western Av-
enue North in St. Paul. Doors open at
7:00 p.m. Tickets are $20 and are
available from the Minnesota Advo-
cates office. For more information
about this event call 612-341-3302. B
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