The United Natlons Fourth Worldr

Conference on ‘Women will bring
together tens .of thousands of women
inBeijing, China. For over three weeks

in September -nongovernmental

3 forgamzatlons ‘(NGOs) "~ and
governments, will gather to discuss
+* and plan action on women’s rights for
the coming decade» Minnesota
Advocates will be represented by
approximately 20 persons who will
participate in the two overlapping
meetings, the NGO Forum, a gathering
of thousands of nongovernmental
organizations, and the High Level or
Government Meeting of delegations
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WOMEN'S CONFERENCE IN BEIJING

: ﬁom the 185 U. N member states

The Fourth World Co‘r‘iference is being
hailed as a more significant event than
any of the previous world conferences
on women’s issues, which were held
in Mexico City (1975), Copenhagen
(1980), andNairobi (1985)respectively.
This eager anticipation is due in part to
the substantial momentum that has
been building towards Beijing since
1993. Atthe 1993 World Conference
on Human Rights in Vienna, Austria,
the governments of the world firmly
declared in the Vienna Declaration and
Program of Action that women’sriglits

An original dramatic production entitled ‘‘Shadowlines’’ was the highlight of the
Minnesota Advocates’ Eleventh Annual Awards Dinner on June 7 at the
Minneapolis Hilton, Directed by Dipankar Mukherjee, and written by Meena
Natarajan, the performance challenged preconceptions about immigration to the
U.S. Drummer, Rick Shiomi, gave the rhythmic backbone to the performance.
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were mdeed part of human rights and,
consequently, brought .the then
separated U.N:. programs: on these
issues closer together.

At its founding, the U.N, -created
separate Commissions to deal with

human rights and’ women’s issues.
The Commission on the Status of
Women has been the primary U.N.
organ concerned with women’s rights.
It meets annually in New York, while
the other organs of the U.N. human
rights system, including the
Commission on Human Rights, meet
in Geneva. This physical separation is

(Continued on Page 9)
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Director's Desk

From the Director's Desk

““This is a revolution to make equal people who
have never been equal.”’ -- Gertrude Mongella,
Secretary-General of the Fourth World
Conference on Women

Two hotel forms, one NGO forum registration, 4 passport photos, one long wait
for conference credentials, and one visa form later we are on our way to Beijing
to the Fourth World Conference on Women. Maybe.

Twenty determined Minnesota Advocates delegates plan to attend the celebrated
women’s conference this September. It has been a lesson in bureaucracy and
international politicking for us all.

The U.N.’s bureaucratic hoops (credentials, agendas, platforms) have been
matched only by the Chinese Government’s (hotel reservations, visas, conference
location). Still, an estimated 50,000 participants have jumped through enough of
those hoops to attend either the NGO Forum (30 August - 8 September) or the
Government Meeting (4-15 September) or both. The size of the conference is an
indication of its timeliness and historic importance in the eyes of women’s
advocates around the world.

‘The Minnesota Advocates delegation aims to accomplish several objectives at
the Beijing conference. We will demonstrate our work on domestic violence as a
human rights issue through workshops and meetings. We are subsidizing the
attendance of two Romanian women who are working with us on this issue.
Members of the delegation will offer two workshops -- on public education
regarding domestic violence, and on the experience of victims of domestic violence
in three different legal systems. '

Representatives of Minnesota Advocates will also monitor the developments at
the Government Meeting regarding the human rights of women. The Fourth World
Conference has the potential of inspiring millions of women to demand protection
of their human rights. The messages sent from this conference regarding the rights
of women will reverberate through homes and workplaces in thousands of cities,
towns and villages throughout the world.

Even as we prepare for the conference among our own delegation -- learning about
human rights in China, about women’s rights issues across the economic, social
and political spectrum, and about the political maneuvering behind such a

conference -- we are challenged and educated in so many ways.

So, just keep throwing those hoops our way, U.N. and China. We are determined

jumpers by now.
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MINNESOTA ADVOCATES
WOULD LIKETOTHANKALL
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GregEwig
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Cheri Peterson
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JohannaRonnei
Patricia Selcke
Maurice Thompson
Melissa Welcon
Weihong Zhao
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Liberian Woman Gains Asylum

L.C.,aLiberiancitizen, received asylum
on April 4, 1995. She had been a
secretary at the Executive Mansion in
Monrovia for several years, having
worked there under the late President
Doe. Her husband comes from a
prominent Krahn family, which was
President Doe’s ethnic group. L.C.
and her family narrowly escaped when
rebels of the National Patriotic Front
of Liberia (NPFL) attacked Monrovia
in 1990, captured her neighborhood in
Paynesville, and searched house-to-
house for Krahn members and for
former government employees. L.C.’s
house was destroyed in the fighting.
The rebels overran the missionary
campus where L.C. and hundreds of
other Monrovia residents had sought
refuge. The rebels proceeded to kill
many civilians at the mission.

After the rebels were forced from
Monrovia, L.C. returned to work at the
Executive Mansion, this time under
the Interim Government of Amos
Sawyer. She continued working at the
Mansion after power was transferred
to a Transitional Government made up
of a coalition of warring parties. On
September 15, 1994, aformer general in
President Doe’s army, Charles Julu,
staged a coup attempt and managed to
take over the Executive Mansion for a
shortperiod oftime. After the Mansion
was retaken, suspicions focused on
the possibility that inside information
had enabled Charles Julu to penetrate
the Mansion’s Defenses. A backlash
against Krahn members resulted from
the coup attempt. L.C.’s husband was
forced into hiding after armed men
came looking for him at night.

L.C.herselfalso came under suspicion,
since she had worked under President
Doe and because her husband was a
relative of Charles Julu. She was
warned by co-workers not to return to
work. During thistime,L.C. readinthe
newspaper that her brother, a
prominent member of the Loma tribe,
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had been assassinated by NPFL
soldiers. She became very worried
about her own safety and went into
hiding before leaving Liberia. She
already had a visa, which she had
planned to use to get medical treatment
inthe United States after complications
from a miscarriage. With her brother
assassinated, her husband in hiding,
and her children with relatives, L.C.
left Liberia clandestinely with the
assistance of a childhood friend, who
was anofficial inLiberia’s government.

L.C. wasrepresented by Alan Goldfarb
with Kathleen Moccio serving as
consulting attorney.

AmharaWoman From
Ethiopia Granted Asylum

AW., a young Amhara woman from
Ethiopia, wasrecently granted asylum.
She had been jailed without charge on
three separate occasions, with
increasingly brutal treatment during
each detention. Shortly before
escaping from Ethiopia, she had been
detained for three months and
sustained seriousdamage to her kidney
from the beatings she endured in jail.
Her uncle managed to bail her out of
jailfor medical treatment. He has since
disappeared after helping A W. leave
Ethiopia. A.W.wasamember of all the
All Amhara People’s Organization
(AAPO). AAPO members have been
subject to repressive measures by the
government, and its leaders have been
sentenced to long prison terms after
questionable trials resulted in treason
convictions against them.

A.W s father owned a pharmacy and
was an elected city council member in
a small town in a remote rural area.
Because ofhis popular following, local
officials tried to persuade A.W.’s
father to join the ruling party, but he
refused out of principle to join any
political party. After their persuasion
failed, the local authorities detained
him without charge and closed his
business on which the family
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depended. They then arrested A.W.
and her brother when they tried to
locate their father and to provide him
with food, which the government does
notprovide to detainees. After popular
pressure forced the release of A W.’s
father, the local authorities tried to
assassinate him, shooting A.W.’s
nephew in the attack. The family,
without any means of support and
under attack, fled the area.

A.W.’s father was arrested and
disappeared after petitioning the
central government for protection from
the local authorities to return to his
home and business. A.W. and her
mother were then arrested again when
they tried to locate A.W.’s father and
petition for his release. A.W. and her
mother were released with a warning
to discontinue their activities on behalf
of A.W.’s father.

A.W. was arrested for a third time after
her mother attempted to approach an
Ethiopian human rights organization
about her husband’s case. The
government had discovered A.W.’s
political activity on behalfofthe AAPO
and she was held indefinitely without
charge and badly beaten.

A W_had a difficult interview with the
asylum officer, who focused his
questioning on why an Ethiopian
magazine would publish A.W.’s
father’s petition to the central
authorities when others in the country
were being executed or held in
concentration camps. A.W. managed
topresenther case only after the asylum
officer had completed his questioning.
Fortunately, the officer allowed A W.
sufficient time after he finished his
questioning for her to discuss in detail
the treatment she endured, her political
activities against the government, and
the difficult position of her family,
both intheir home area and after fleeing
to Addis Ababa. A.W. was
represented by volunteer attorney
Alan Goldfarb. m






