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Minnesota Advocates Co-Sponsors
Inter-Balkan Workshop on Domestic Violence

Approximately 50 women from seven
countries gathered in Tirana, Albania,
from June 6th through June 8th for the
first Inter-Balkan Workshop on Domes-
tic Violence. The workshop was co-
sponsored by Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights, Refleksione, and the
Women’s Centre in Albania. Minnesota
Advocates has been working on a project
documenting domestic violence as a hu-
man rights abuse for the past three years.
Refleksione and the Women’s Centre are
actively involved in promoting women’s
human rightsin Albania and their projects
include several initiatives relating to do-
mestic violence.

The workshop included women from
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo re-
gion of Serbia, Macedonia, Romania,
and the United States. The participants
were professors, attorneys, doctors,
judges, members of non-governmental
organizations, counseling center advo-
cates, hotline volunteers, and govern-
ment officials. The delegation from the
United States included Sharon Rice
Vaughan ofMetro State University, Eileen
Hudon of the Minnesota Coalition for
Battered Women, Loretta Frederick of
the Battered Women’s Justice Project,
Robin Phillips, Director of the Minne-
sota Advocates Women’s Project,
Kiristine Lizdas, recent graduate of the
University of Minnesota Law School,
and Susannah Pollvogt of Yale Law
School. Each of the participants brought
unique experiences and perspectives to
the workshop.

The workshop focused on training for
advocates to provide direct services to
battered women and on public educa-
tion. The workshop combined lecture
and discussion with smaller group work
sessions. In the work sessions, the
participants developed concrete plans
of action for training advocates and
volunteers and educating the public
about domestic violence. The partici-
pants presented the ideas they devel-
oped in the work sessions to the larger

group.

As part of the program on advocacy,
Sharon Rice Vaughan shared her expe-
riences working with the group that
started the first public shelter for bat-
tered women in the United States. Loretta
Frederick outlined the essential elements
to conducting an effective training pro-
gram, Later, Rice Vaughan, Frederick,
and Eileen Hudon shared their experi-
ences working with battered women in
the United States and conducted a semi-
nar using role-playing to help women

develop their skills answeringcrisis tele-
phone lines.

The workshop also included a session on
utilizing volunteers. Robin Phillips
shared some practical approaches to or-
ganizing volunteers that could be ap-
plied both in the United States and in
Eastern Europe. Valdet Sala of
Refleksione followed with a presenta-
tion of the historical and cultural context
of volunteerism in Eastern Europe. She
discussed the negative impactof45 years
of forced “volunteering” under the so-
cialist system on people’s willingness to
contribute their time to charitable activi-
ties. Delina Fico then shared some of the
strategies the Women’s Centre in Tirana
employs to overcome these obstacles.

The sessions on public education cov-
ered a wide variety of topics. Kristine
Lizdasand SusannahPollvogt presented
different approaches to public education
used in the United States. They pre-
sented information gathered over the
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Summer Interns

[ They're Back!

The Minnesota Advocates office is filled fo maximum capacity this summer as 25
Students have come from around the world to do internships. Above: About half
of the interns are in the office at any one time. Standing from left to right: Aaron
Strati, Alba Perez, Angela Hoeft, Aurora Cieca, Jill Baisinger, Ed Rice, Bonnie
Kim and Jay Ovsiovitch. Sitting from left to right: Shirley Yang, Madeleine Heins,

Tara Barenok, Stephanie Doan and Chris Rediehs.

Once again, volunteer interns have come from around the world this summer to be
apart of Minnesota Advocates. Interns are particularly important to our work as
they provide much-needed help, while also bringing a range of backgrounds,
eXperiences and perspectives. This year, we are counting on our interns more than
ever before, Without them, it would be impossible for us to expand our programs
to include new projects on domestic violence in Mexico, Macedonia and N epal, and
a major initiative on child mortality (focusing on Mexico, Uganda and the U.S.)
while also maintaining our other project areas.

As interns volunteer their time, the expenses associated with their stay are small.
But for Minpesota Advocates, which works on a limited budget and relies on
contributions, hosting such a large number of interns is a financial challenge. Our
summer budget is significantly expanded with expenses for training, materials,
travel and office space for our interns. A contribution of any size will help us
support our interns.  This summer’s interns include:

Administration: ' . _
Aarthi Belani will be a senior at Edina High School this fall. She is the head of
her school's Amnesty International chapter. (See article on page 13.)

Madeleine Heins is entering her senior year at St. Paul Academy. She is also
interning at the Center for Victims of Torture.

Pat Peterson comes to the Minnesota Advocates office through the Summer Intern
Program for Urban Youth. Pat has just completed his junior year at Henry High
School.

Rebecca Qidwai just finished her second year of college as a pre-med student at the
University of Minnesota.

continued on page 11
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Board Notes

New Faces in the Leadership of Minnesota Advocates

Tom Fabel is a partner at Lindquist &
Vennum. Tom's first exposure to human
rights was working with Attorney Gen-
eral Skip Humphrey and-Minnesota Ad-
vocates on a report documenting abuses
inMexico's penal system. He credits part-
ners Jim McCarthy and Jim Martineau
(now retired) for inspiring him to get
involved. Tom hasalso contributedto the
Death Penalty project and Eastern Eu-
rope projects.

Rick Kupchella is a reporter and week-
end anchor for KARE-11 News. He has
documented human rights violations in
Guatemala, Belize, Mexico, Thailand
and Laos. Rick credits friends Bruce
Hanley, partner at Hanley & Dejoras, and
Louis Smith, of Smith Parker, for inspir-
ing him to get involved in human rights
work. Rick was also the master of cer-
emonies at this year's Human Rights
Awards Dinner.
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Carol Fairbrother is a sales representa-
tive in Ceridian's Employee Advisory
Resource Division. Carol worked with
Minnesota Advocates and Augsburg
College's Center for Global Education on
devising strategies to engage corpora-
tions in human rights work. Carol has
also been involved in violence preven-
tion for a number of years. Carol's com-
mitment to human rights was deepened
through travels in Central America with
the Center for Global Education.

Tim Kenny is an associate at
Oppenheimer, Wolff & Donnelly. Tim's
interest in international human rights
issues grew out of his own experience as
astudenttraveling abroad during college
when he was the subject of a limited
detention in Ireland. Tim has recently
taken an asylum case through Minnesota
Advocates and worked with Fredrikson
& Byron attorney Jim Dorsey to get
human rightseducation into high schools.
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Laura Rosenzweig is an accountant at
KPMG-Peat Marwick. Laura brings
much needed accounting expertise to the
board. Laura has been interested in
educatingothers about the factsand myths
of immigration and domestic violence
for many years.

Returning Board Members:

Christian Akale, Glenwood Lyndale
Community Center

Leslie Anderson, Dorsey & Whitney

Jean-Robert Cole, Honeywell

Laura Danielson, Patterson & Keough

Nancy Etzwiler, 3M

Wood R. Foster, Jr., Siegel, Brill,
Greupner and Duffy

Thomas Johnson, Gray, Plant, Mooty,
Mooty & Bennett

Judge LaJune Lange, Hennepin Clty.
District Court

Brad Lehrman, Portage Capital Inc.

James Martineau

Dave McDonald, Briggs & Morgan

Dipankar Mukherjee, Pangea
World Theater

Sam Myers, Popham, Haik,
Schnobrich & Kaufinan, Ltd.

Joel Mugge, Augsburg Center for
Global Education

Mary Ranum, Fredrikson & Byron

Paula Richey

Steve Smith, Sprenger & Lang

Lindsey Thomas, M.D., Hennepin Cty.
Asst. Medical Examiner

Cheryl Thomas

James Volling, Faegre & Benson
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Vbices of Justice...

Excerpts from Justice Goldstone's Speech:

On the International Criminal Tribunal

"The International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia and the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda are really breaking new ground.
Comparisons are made with Nuremburg, some apposite and others not.
Nuremburg was a military tribunal set up by the victors after the Second
World War. It was a multi-national tribunal, to be sure, consisting of
prosecutors from four countries, but it wasn't an international tribunal. It
represented the victors; it didn't represent the international community.
The Security Council acted to the great surprise of seasoned international
lawyers who didn't for a moment expect that it would exercise powers
under Chapter 7 of the United Nations Charter, peremptory powers
binding on all members of the United Nations, to set up an International
Court. The fact that it was Yugoslavia was meaningful. In my own
opinion, it wouldn't have happened if it hadn't been Europe."

On gender-related offenses

"Systematic rape is a new expression, unfortunately, in our lexicon... I
have no doubt that this is not a new phenomenon and that it has been
under-reported in the past.... The evidence now is there that this is not
something that simply happens because men want to plunder or commit
rape; it is part of systematic fighting of wars in certain circumstances.
Rape has never been seen as a war crime for which people can be indicted
until these two International Criminal Tribunals have gone to work. The
laws of war have been writtenby men and for that reason it isnotsurprising
that gender-related offenses have not been dealt with adequately or
appropriately in international conventions... We haven't hesitated in the
prosecutors' office to charge gender-related offenses, rape, sexual assault
as inhuman conduct, as torture in appropriate circumstances, and cer-
tainly as a crime against humanity."

o

Thisyear's human rights dinner gave voice to the victims of human rights abuses through poems and music from eight countries.
Above left: Justice Richard Goldstone addresses the almost 600 guests at the human rights awards dinner. Above right:
Members of the Greater Twin Cities' Youth Symphonies played a number of challenging pieces, including one composed by their
Jounder and director, Dr. William LaRue Jones.

Human Rights Observer 4 Volume VIII, Issue 12, July 1996



..Human Rights Awards Dinner Report

On collective duty to the victims

"The Tribunal has issued indictments now against 58 people. Fifty of
them are at large and living as free men in various parts of the former
Yugoslavia, Bosnia, and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and possibly
in Croatia... The international community raised the hopes and expecta-
tions of the many victims who suffered so grievously in the former
Yugoslavia and in Rwanda. We've said to victims for the first time ever,
'We acknowledge and recognize what has befallen you. We are not going
to ignore what has happened to you; we are going to bring to justice those
people who are responsible for what has befallen you.' This is a very
important message for the victims and they are really the important people
who should be looked after and whose interests should be safeguarded in
this sort of situation. I have no doubts, and I know from talking to some
of them the importance that that acknowledgement has meant to them.
And what concerns me is that the international community not following
through is going to dash those expectations and is going to put those
victims in a worse position than they would have been had those
expectations not been raised in the first place...

"If one makes promises to people who have suffered as
they have suffered and one doesn't carry out those
promises, it is better that the promises weren't made..."

"In international law, those governments in the former Yugoslavia have
a very clear obligation to arrest and surrender the people we have
indicted... Imagine in the United States or any national state the
government saying, you know it's really too dangerous to allow the police
to go and arrest dangerous murderers. We are not going to put our
policemen at risk, we are going to have a new policy: our police will arrest
indicted murderers if they happen to fall into their hands in the ordinary
course of their duties... And the best the international community could
come up with, the leading nations of the world, is that it is too dangerous
to go and arrest these people.

"It really is an unacceptable situation and I ask you to put yourselves in
the position of the victims in the former Yugoslavia and imagine how you
would feel when you read and hear and see on your television set and read
in your newspapers or hear on your radios that that is the best the
international community can do. Having set up the international tribunal
and having authorized it in the name of the international community, in
the name of the Security Council, to issue warrants of arrests against these
people. Ireally do hope that groups such as Minnesota Advocates, and
the media are going to continue to make a noise about these issues. To
continue to make your voices heard, I have no doubt, it will make a
difference."®

The full text of Justice Goldstone's speech is available by calling the
Minnesota Advocates office at 341-3302.
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Gray box above: Two of the poems read at the
dinner. Photo above: Lou Bellamy reads during the
human rights awards dinner.
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Right: Loretta
Frederick fields
questions during
the Inter-Balkan
Workshop on
Domestic Violence
in Tirana, Albania.

Below: Savka
Todorovska of the
Macedonian
delegation addresses
the worksho,

Top Right: NadejdaKostadinova of the Bulgarian
delegation.

Middle Right: Radka Valkova, Susannah Pollvogt
and Mira Hadjimitrova take a break between

workshop sessions.

Lower Right: Workshop participants observe a
role-play demonstration.
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continued from p. 1

past two years from domestic violence
service providersall over the United States.
Delina Fico shared her experience orga-
nizing a public education campaign in
Tirana. Robin Phillips described ways to
use domestic violence fact finding as a
tool for public education. Sharon Rice
Vaughan then discussed the role of for-
mal education in an overall public educa-
tion strategy.

Throughout the course of the workshop,
participants exchanged ideas and strate-
gies for confronting the problem of do-

mestic violence and shared creative so-
lutions to common obstacles facing
women'’s advocates in Eastern Europe.
For example, a representative of a
women’s organization that runsa hotline
and counseling center in Hungary ex-
plained that they did not have the re-
sources to establish offices in villages
outside of Budapest. Because of the
great need for counseling services in
these villages, the group created a mo-
bile counselingcenterinabusthat drives
from village to village to meet with
individual women. Participants from

Women's Project

other countries began discussing ways
to develop a similar service.

The presence of women from so many
nations, all concerned with the problem
of domestic violence in their communi-
ties, underscored the fact that domestic
violence is a worldwide human rights
problem. The creative ideas resulting
from the workshop in Tirana provide
hope that some real solutions to the
problem of domestic violence may come
from this type of international
cooperation. ®

Minnesota Advocates Conducts Fact-Finding Research in Macedonia

: ;o X N .
Upper photo: Biljanan Gerasimovska and Daniella
Dimitrievska from the Humanitarian Association for
Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality demonstrate a
role-play for workshop participants. Lower photo:
Kristine Lizdas, Mjellma Mehmeti, Susannah Pollvogt
and Robin Phillips at the half-day domestic violence
workshop in Skopje, Macedonia.
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Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights sent a delegation of three to the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia following the Inter-Balkan
Workshop on Domestic Violence in Tirana, Albania. The delegation
conducted fact-finding research to document domestic violence as a
human rights abuse. Kristine Lizdas, Robin Phillips and Susannah
Pollvogt interviewed a variety of people to determine the extent of
domestic violence and the response of the Macedonian government to
the problem. The delegation interviewed women, women’s advocates,
civil and criminal court judges, public prosecutors, private attorneys,
forensic doctors, psychiatrists, social workers, volunteers on the local
crisis line and inmates at Macedonia’s women’s prison.

The delegation also conducted two half-day workshops on the basics of
domestic violence advocacy. The purpose of the workshops was to
provide an introduction to some of the issues discussed at the workshop
in Tirana for women who were not able to attend. The workshops
combined lecture and discussion with role-playing exercises. The first
workshop was held in Kumanovo and was co-sponsored by the League
of Women of Kumanovo. The second workshop, held in Skopje, was
co-sponsored by the Humanitarian Association for Emancipation,
Solidarity and Equality. The workshops provided a useful forum for
the exchange of information. In addition to discussing principles of
advcocacy, many people were willing to share their ideas and percep-
tions about the problems of domestic violence.

The delegation found that domestic violence is a serious human rights
problem in Macedonia and that the government does not respond
effectively to the problem. Many women and women’s organizations
are concerned about domestic violence. They are developing strategies
to confront the problem and to meet the needs of women who have been
abused. Minnesota Advocates will publish a report of the findings of
this research. This report will be the fourth report in a series on
domestic violence in the Balkans. Minnesota Advocates previously
published reports on domestic violence in Romania, Bulgaria and
Albania.®
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Refugee & Asylum

Over one hundred participants attended
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights’
Eleventh Annual Asylum Conference on
June 3, 1996. The full-day seminar
trained lawyers, legal assistants, law pro-
fessors, students, and community activ-
ists in the intricacies of handling asylum
claims. A number of participants trav-
eled from Iowa and Indiana to attend the
conference, which was sponsored in con-
Jjunction with the Midwest Coalition of
Human Rights.

National expertsonasylum lawand policy
presented a comprehensive overview of
the asylum process, and discussed cur-
rent issues in asylum and international
refugee law. Kenneth Madsen of the
INS Office of Asylum in Chicago, and
Patricia Mattos, solo practitioner in
immigration law, shared their experi-
ences and knowledge about preparing an
asylum claim. “Their practical advice
wasextremely helpful,” said one attendee.
Judge Robert Vinikoor, Judge in the
Executive Office of Immigration Review
in Chicago, and Karen Ellingson, Man-
aging Attorney at Oficina Legal, dis-
cussed procedures and strategies for rep-
resenting a client at deportation hear-
ings.

-~
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Patricia Mattos offers conference
attendees an "advocate's view" of
asylum law.
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Report on Asylum Conference

In addition, Marci Hoffman and Pro-
fessor David Weissbrodt from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School pre-
sented the latest in research tools. The
Internet, especially the World Wide Web,
is an efficient and fast method of gaining
information about new developments in
both asylum law and country conditions.

A highlight of the conference was the
keynote address by Justice Richard
Goldstone of the International War
Crimes Tribunal for the Former Yugo-
slavia and Rwanda. Justice Goldstone
remarked that while U.S. asylum attor-
neys help the victims of human rights
abuses, international war crimes tribu-
nals have been created to prosecute the
perpetrators of human rights abuses.

The afternoon breakout sessions pro-
vided an opportunity for participants to
choose topical sessions that were perti-
nent to their own pro bono cases and
interests. Inonebreakoutsession, Nancy
Kelly from the Women Refugees Project
in Boston and Judge Robert Vinikoor
discussed incorporating gender-specific
concernsinanasylum application. Mark
Williams, a psychiatrist at the Center for
Victims of Torture, talked about how to
interview victims of torture, as well as
how to use medical and psychological
testimony in an asylum case.

Alan Goldfarb, Legal Editor at West
Publishing, and Bob Gilbertson, Attor-
ney at Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi,
led a question and answer session on
preparing the asylum application, which
gave the participants the chance to ask
more questions about the procedure.
Judge Robert Vinikoor and Karen
Ellingson described the procedure at
Master Calendar Hearings. Patricia
Mattos offered her expertise on appeals.
Two local attorneys, Kathy Moccio, solo
practitioner in immigration law, and
Rosanne Zaidenweber from Popham,
Haik, Schnobrich & Kaufman, talked
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about the B.I.A.S. Project (Building Im-
migrant Awareness & Support) and com-
bating anti-immigrant sentiment.

Several participants commented how
helpful, comprehensive, and practical
the seminar was. One attendee remarked
that the conference had given him the
confidence to take a case. While another
probono attorney said that his time at the
conference really energized him to do
this type of pro bono work.

The Asylum Project’s clients have fled
persecution based on religion, race or
political opinion in their countries of
origin and need legal assistance in bring-
ing their asylum claims. They are in
danger of detention, torture or death if
forced to return home. The Project’s
success rate is over 90% (compared to
22% nationally). Since cutbacks are
forcing other agencies to close their doors
to asylum-seekers, the number of indi-
viduals seeking help from Minnesota
Advocates is increasing. We have an
urgent need for volunteer attorneys and
legal assistants. To check out videotapes
of the asylum conference or to volunteer,
pleasec contact: Jennifer Prestholdt at
(612) 341-3302.

Special thanks to the sponsors of the
asylum conference: Borene Law Firm,
Briggs & Morgan, Ingber & Aronson,
Popham, Haik, Schnobrich &
Kaufman, U of MN Human Rights
Center, and West Publishing Co.®

Thanks to...

Minnesota Advocates would like to
thank the Legal Services Advisory
Committee and the Lawyers Trust
Account Board for reinstating needed
funding for the Refugee & Asylum
Project.

We can now service our backlog of
almost 100 clients.
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Tibetan Monk Spreads Message of Compassion

After 33 years of torture and incarceration, a Tibetan monk is
traveling across the United States to tell his compelling story
and to urge compassion for all human beings, including the
Chinese responsible for his imprisonment. Palden Gyatso was
in the Twin Cities for a week in early June to deliver several
addresses and to visit the local Tibetan Community and their
supporters.

Gyatso was first imprisoned by the Chinese in 1959 following
the Chinese invasion of Tibet. It was at that time that the Dalai
Lama, the spiritual leader of the Tibetans, fled the capital city
of Lhasa across the Himalayas into northern India where the
Tibetan Government in Exile has been headquartered, in
Dharamsala, ever since. Gyatso was imprisoned for engaging
in political activities, namely, his advocacy ofindependence for
Tibet. Initially sentenced to seven years hard labor in a
Chinese-run prison camp in Tibet, he and other political
prisoners endured beatings and torture following long days in
the field yoked to a plow like oxen. After an unsuccessful
escape attempt several years into his prison sentence, an
additional eight years were added. He attempted escape a
second time and was ultimately arrested in Lhasa which
resulted in a nine year sentence which ran through 1992.
Following his release from prison, Gyatso fled Tibet for India
where thousands of Tibetans live in exile.

Gyatso attended the Minnesota Advocates Human Rights
Awards Dinner on June 3 where he discussed his experiences
with those of us at the Thompson, Lundquist & Sicoli table.

by John W. Lundquist

persuasion, lobbying and letter writing have been and will
continue to be effective. He hopes that as more people
(Americans in particular) learn about how the Chinese have
destroyed the religion and culture of the Tibetan people,
repopulated the country with their own such that Chinese now
outnumber Tibetans in their own country, plundered Tibetan
resources and polluted the land, and incarcerated thousands of
political prisoners, moral and political pressure will be so great
that the Chinese will at least improve human rights in Tibet if
not grant Tibetans their independence.

InMinnesota, members of Minnesota Advocates have provided
assistance to the Tibetan Community in immigration matters.
In 1992, one thousand special visas were issued to displaced
Tibetan refugees living in India and Nepal. The Twin Cities
has since become one of the largest sites for these refugees
whose local population is about 350. As a result of petitions
filed on their behalfby members of Minnesota Advocates, these
Tibetans have been able to reunite with their spouses and
children in the United States. Gyatso and the local Tibetan
Community are grateful for the efforts of Minnesota Advocates
and others who have provided support in the form of legal
assistance, mentoring and advocacy with respect to schooling
and employment.

Anyone interesting in learning about opportunities to provide
assistance to the Tibetan Community is invited to call John
Lundquist at 871-0708.1

Notwithstanding the brutal circumstances that he
has endured for half of his 65 years, Gyatso exudes
warmth and positive energy. Even as he describes
the beatings, torture and the insertion of an electric
cattle prod into human orifices, Gyatso tells his
harrowing story (through an interpreter since he
speaks no English) in a riveting, but matter of fact,
style without bitterness. "Compassion for others is
at the root of human rights," according to Gyatso.
"When people have respect and compassion for one
another, human rights will follow." He mainiains
that this belief is not unique to Tibetan Buddhism
but is universal.

Gyatso has testified before the United Nations and
U.S. Congress. When asked how he feels about ||
China having its Most Favored Nation status re-
newed, he responded that this would be alright,

because denying this status may hurt the Chinese |Pictured above at the Minnesota Advocates Twelfth Annual Human Rights
Awards Dinner are: (from left to right) Mary Ann Lundquist, Board
Member of the Tibetan American Foundation of Minnesota; Ann Ayrault,
While many Tibetans favor economic sanctions |Executive Director, Tibetan American Foundation; Palden Gyatsu and
against the Chinese, Gyatso believes that moral |former mayor and Minnesota Advocates supporter, Don Fraser.

people.

].::-“ ‘ |
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Death Penalty Project

Above left: Bryan Stevenson, Director of the Equal Justice Initiative of Alabama,
delivering his keynote address, "Confionting Injustice" at Minnesota Advocates
Race, Mediaand Capital Punishment conference. T opright: Panelists at the session
on communily organizing: Keith Ellison, Executive Director of the Legal Rights
Center, Anthony Mendoza of Fredrikson & Byron, and Steve Hawkins, Executive
Director of the National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. Lower right:
Sandra Babcock, Asst. Hennepin Cty. Public Defender and Death Penalty Project
Steering Committee Member, and Steve Hawkins, Executive Director ofthe National
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, responding to questions from the audience
during a session on litigating race claims.

Congress Limits Court Access For Death Row Inmates

A new law, the Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, takes
drastic steps to limit the ability of state prison inmates to have their claims heard in
federal courts. As thelaw’s name suggests, it was desi gned specifically to keep death
row inmates from receiving federal court review of their cases. Due to the political
pressures on state courts (most state court judges are elected and have limited terms,
while federal judges are appointed and have life-tenure), federal courts have most
often been the place where wrongfully convicted death row inmates have received
a fair hearing.

The Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act, which was signed into law by
President Clinton on April 24, 1996, limits federal habeas corpus review for state
prison inmates. Federal habeas corpus is the means by which a state prisoner can
receive federal court review of the constitutionality of his/her conviction and
sentence. Traditionally, federal habeas corpus has been the vehicle for protecting
against wrongful convictions and sentences. The new law gives federal appeals
courts the power to deny an inmate the right to file a second habeas corpus petition.
Most striking is the fact that this federal appellate court power is not subject to review
by the United States Supreme Court. Other provisions of the law limit the power
of federal courts to conduct de novo review of state court legal determinations and
continued on the next page
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Thanks to...

Thanks to the following corporations
and law firms for their generous support
of the “Race, Media and Capital Punish-
ment" Conference/CL:

Bruegger’s Bagel Bakery
Caribou Coffee
Leonard, Street and Deinard
Robins, Kaplan, Miller and Ciresi

and the following co-sponsors:

Amnesty International USA
Institute on Race and Poverty
Midwest Coalition for Human Rights
Minnesota Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers
Minnesota Civil Liberties Union
Minnesota Justice Foundation
NAACP (St. Paul Chapter)
National Lawyers Guild (Minnesota
Chapter)

University of Minnesota Human
Rights Center

666000

Thanks to the following individuals, law
firms and corporations for their gener-
ous support of the Fourth Annual Death
Penalty Project Blues Benefit:

John Bessler
Blues Hounds
Briggs and Morgan
James H. Curtin
Deborah Ellis
FINOVA Capital Corporation
John Getsinger
Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty and
Bennett
Bruce Hanley
Ann Marie Hanrahan
Kieran’s Pub & Restaurant
Mary Moriarty
Popham, Haik, Schnobrich and
Kaufman
Jeannie Unger
James Volling
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continued from page 10

restrict the power of federal courts to
hold evidentiary hearings.

Taking an unusual step, the Supreme
Court agreed to review the constitution-
ality of the new law just eleven days after
it was enacted. The Court chose Felker
v. Turpin -- a death penalty case -- as the
vehicle to review the law. At issue in
Felker is whether Congress has improp-

erly stripped the Supreme Court of juris-
diction to hear an entire class of cases.
On June 3, the Court heard oral argu-
ments on the case, and the Court has
announced that it will issue a decision
before the end of the term. This swift
action is extremely rare for the Supreme
Court, signaling the extreme importance
of the issues involved.

Even while the Supreme Court is delib-
erating in the Felker case, a number of

the provisions of the new law are the
subject of litigation in courts nation-
wide. The potential impact for death
row inmates is enormous. Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights is conduct-
ing a training on July 10 about the Anti-
Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty
Act for attorneys handling capital cases.
If you are interested in attending, please
call Sara Gurwitch at the Minnesota
Advocates office at 341-3302. 8
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Asylum & Refugee Project:

Jill Baisinger is entering her second year of law at Yale.
Nicole Ann Liffrig studied ethnic minorities in Hungary and
Romania at the Council of Europe in France. She is research-
ing different Post Traumatic Stress Disorder treatment meth-
ods in conjunction with the Center for Victims of Torture.
Chris Rediehs starts his third year of law at Minnesota in the
fall. he received hisM. A. in urban and regional planning from
Illinois. He also served in the Peace Corps.

Child Mortality Preject:
Angela Hoeft will begin her third year of law at Minnesota in

the fall. She received a M. A. in cultural anthropology from
Minnesota, and has been active with the White Earth Land
Recovery Project.

Vincent Nmenhielle received his law degreee from Rivers
State University of Science and Technology in Port Harcourt,
Nigeria, and a LL.M. degree from Notre Dame.

Jay Ovsiovitch will begin his second year of law at Buffalo in
the fall. He received a Ph.D. in political science from
Nebraska at Lincoln, and a M. A. in international affairs from
The American University.

Mexico Project:
Cherolyn Fischer graduated from the Minnesota Center for

Arts Education this spring and will attend the University of
Minnesota in the fall.

Alba Perez attends the Humphrey Institute for Public Affairs,
where she is concentrating on non-profit management in
international human rights. Perez was born in Cuba and
immigrated to the United States in 1985,

Ed Rice begins his final year of law at Minnesota in the fall.
He worked on the Nuremberg Conference, which reunited
members ofthe Nuremberg prosecution team.,

Aaron Strati will be a senior at Notre Dame. He received a
fellowship from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies
to work with Minnesota Advocates.
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B.LA.S. (Building Immigrant Awareness and Support)

Pradeepa Jeeva is interning for her second year and
recently graduated from Coon Rapids High School.
Lailee Moghtader, will be working at the Harvard Project
on Refugee Trauma after completing her internship.
Shirley Yang immigrated to the United States in 1979 from
Laos. Sheis also interning with the Minnesota Alliance for
Progressive Action creating a database of Hmong voters.
Dana Zartner received aJ.D. and a M. A. in international
relations from Boston University. She worked for the
European Parliament in and interned at the U.S. Agency for
International Development in the office of the General
Counsel.

Death Penalty Project
Stephanie Doan will begin her final year of law at Towa in

the fall, where she is a note editor for the Journal of
Transnational Law and Contemporary Problems.

Lisa Hollingsworth will be starting her second year of law
at Minnesota in the fall. She also works for the Minnesota
Justice Foundation, and is part of the LAMP (Legal Aid to
Minnesota Prisoners) Clinic.

Gillian McKee is studying law at the University of Glasgow.
Elizabeth Mullin is a junior at Georgetown University.
During the school year, she works with the Robert F.
Kennedy Center for Human Rights.

Women’s Project
Tara Barenok is finishing her M.A. at the Humphrey

Institute and has been active on the project for a year.
Aurora Cieca isalawyer in Romania, where teaches family
law and international law. She recently received a LL.M.
from the Notre Dame.

Bonnie Kim will begin her seond year of law at Minnesota
in the fall.

Susannah Pollvogt will start her second year of law at Yale
in the fall. B
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Partners in Human Rights Education

1996 Human Rights Fair:
"Building World Peace...Piece by Piece"

On a cold and rainy Friday in St. Paul, human rights warmed the air. More than 700
students and participants attended this year’s Human Rights Fair on May 10. The
ComoPark Pavilion sheltered workshops and activities promoting peace and human
rights. Students were able to learn about different cultures through activities like
making their own dream catchers, writing poems or dancing. Each student received
a free t-shirt, with the fair’s theme of “Building World Peace . . . Piece by Piece” on
it. They also stocked up on snacks and pop and some even braved the weather to enjoy
ice-cream.

Performances of the play “A Walk Through History . . .,” chronicling the stories of
important human rights activists like Rigoberta Menchu, Rosa Parks and Martin
Luther King, was one of the popular stops. The Center Stage activities started with
Native American singer Georgia Wettlin-Larson, followed by a group of second
grade students from the World Cultures and Languages Magnet School who sang a
song in praise of important women through history. The program ended with a East
Indian dance performance by two Edison High School students.

Top photo: Face painting and balloons help spread the message of human rights.
Lower photo: Sherry Kempf's second grade class at World Cultures and Languages

Magnet School sang a song about human rights at the fair.
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Community Action in
Greater Minnesota

The 1995-1996 school year witnessed
numerous outstanding Community Ac-
tion! Projects. Here are two projects that
gave students a chance to combine lesson
plans in human rights with activities in
their community.

Battle of the Bands: Students at the
Area Learning Center in St. Cloud Min-
nesota designed a grant winning Com-
munity Action! Plan to address the hun-
ger problem of the youth in St. Cloud.
The students organized a competition
among 5 bands which would serve as a
food drive for the Caritas Food Shelf.
The students secured the services of a
local D.J., rented a ballroom and elec-
tronic equipment, designed and printed
advertisements, and secured security for
the event. This Community Action!
Project won the “Do something Grant”
sponsored by Blockbuster, Guess, Taco
Bell, and the New York Times.

Respect Diversity Project: The second
grade class from Southwest School in
Grand Rapids and from Bug-O-Nay-Ge-
Shig School in Cass Lake participated in
a creative cultural exchange under the
guidance of teachers Peg Schwob and
Marolyn Losh. During the course of the
school year, the Southwest students ex-
changed letters and photographs with
the Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig students, heard
stories about Native American Culture,
participated in activities with Native
American artistsand learned some of the
Ojibwe language. The year culminated
in exchange visits where students from
each of the classes visited each other’s
schools for a day. The Southwest stu-
dents were especially excited about par-
ticipating in a pow-wow and were hon-
ored by a special song. The Southwest
students drew pictures of Native Ameri-
can life and culture at the beginning and
end ofthe year. The pictures fromtheend
of the year reflected a better understand-
ing of Native American life.®
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