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Minnesota Advocates Co-Sponsors
Inter-Balkan Workshop on Domestic Violence

Approximately 50 women from seven
countries gathered in Tirana, Albania,
from June 6th through June 8th for the
first Inter-Balkan Workshop on Domes-
tic Violence. The workshop was co-
sponsored by Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights, Refleksione, and the
Women’s Centre in Albania. Minnesota
Advocates has been working on a project
documenting domestic violence as a hu-
man rights abuse for the past three years.
Refleksione and the Women’s Centre are
actively involved in promoting women’s
human rightsin Albania and their projects
include several initiatives relating to do-
mestic violence.

The workshop included women from
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo re-
gion of Serbia, Macedonia, Romania,
and the United States. The participants
were professors, attorneys, doctors,
judges, members of non-governmental
organizations, counseling center advo-
cates, hotline volunteers, and govern-
ment officials. The delegation from the
United States included Sharon Rice
Vaughan ofMetro State University, Eileen
Hudon of the Minnesota Coalition for
Battered Women, Loretta Frederick of
the Battered Women’s Justice Project,
Robin Phillips, Director of the Minne-
sota Advocates Women’s Project,
Kiristine Lizdas, recent graduate of the
University of Minnesota Law School,
and Susannah Pollvogt of Yale Law
School. Each of the participants brought
unique experiences and perspectives to
the workshop.

The workshop focused on training for
advocates to provide direct services to
battered women and on public educa-
tion. The workshop combined lecture
and discussion with smaller group work
sessions. In the work sessions, the
participants developed concrete plans
of action for training advocates and
volunteers and educating the public
about domestic violence. The partici-
pants presented the ideas they devel-
oped in the work sessions to the larger

group.

As part of the program on advocacy,
Sharon Rice Vaughan shared her expe-
riences working with the group that
started the first public shelter for bat-
tered women in the United States. Loretta
Frederick outlined the essential elements
to conducting an effective training pro-
gram, Later, Rice Vaughan, Frederick,
and Eileen Hudon shared their experi-
ences working with battered women in
the United States and conducted a semi-
nar using role-playing to help women

develop their skills answeringcrisis tele-
phone lines.

The workshop also included a session on
utilizing volunteers. Robin Phillips
shared some practical approaches to or-
ganizing volunteers that could be ap-
plied both in the United States and in
Eastern Europe. Valdet Sala of
Refleksione followed with a presenta-
tion of the historical and cultural context
of volunteerism in Eastern Europe. She
discussed the negative impactof45 years
of forced “volunteering” under the so-
cialist system on people’s willingness to
contribute their time to charitable activi-
ties. Delina Fico then shared some of the
strategies the Women’s Centre in Tirana
employs to overcome these obstacles.

The sessions on public education cov-
ered a wide variety of topics. Kristine
Lizdasand SusannahPollvogt presented
different approaches to public education
used in the United States. They pre-
sented information gathered over the
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Summer Interns

[ They're Back!

The Minnesota Advocates office is filled fo maximum capacity this summer as 25
Students have come from around the world to do internships. Above: About half
of the interns are in the office at any one time. Standing from left to right: Aaron
Strati, Alba Perez, Angela Hoeft, Aurora Cieca, Jill Baisinger, Ed Rice, Bonnie
Kim and Jay Ovsiovitch. Sitting from left to right: Shirley Yang, Madeleine Heins,

Tara Barenok, Stephanie Doan and Chris Rediehs.

Once again, volunteer interns have come from around the world this summer to be
apart of Minnesota Advocates. Interns are particularly important to our work as
they provide much-needed help, while also bringing a range of backgrounds,
eXperiences and perspectives. This year, we are counting on our interns more than
ever before, Without them, it would be impossible for us to expand our programs
to include new projects on domestic violence in Mexico, Macedonia and N epal, and
a major initiative on child mortality (focusing on Mexico, Uganda and the U.S.)
while also maintaining our other project areas.

As interns volunteer their time, the expenses associated with their stay are small.
But for Minpesota Advocates, which works on a limited budget and relies on
contributions, hosting such a large number of interns is a financial challenge. Our
summer budget is significantly expanded with expenses for training, materials,
travel and office space for our interns. A contribution of any size will help us
support our interns.  This summer’s interns include:

Administration: ' . _
Aarthi Belani will be a senior at Edina High School this fall. She is the head of
her school's Amnesty International chapter. (See article on page 13.)

Madeleine Heins is entering her senior year at St. Paul Academy. She is also
interning at the Center for Victims of Torture.

Pat Peterson comes to the Minnesota Advocates office through the Summer Intern
Program for Urban Youth. Pat has just completed his junior year at Henry High
School.

Rebecca Qidwai just finished her second year of college as a pre-med student at the
University of Minnesota.
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Board Notes

New Faces in the Leadership of Minnesota Advocates

Tom Fabel is a partner at Lindquist &
Vennum. Tom's first exposure to human
rights was working with Attorney Gen-
eral Skip Humphrey and-Minnesota Ad-
vocates on a report documenting abuses
inMexico's penal system. He credits part-
ners Jim McCarthy and Jim Martineau
(now retired) for inspiring him to get
involved. Tom hasalso contributedto the
Death Penalty project and Eastern Eu-
rope projects.

Rick Kupchella is a reporter and week-
end anchor for KARE-11 News. He has
documented human rights violations in
Guatemala, Belize, Mexico, Thailand
and Laos. Rick credits friends Bruce
Hanley, partner at Hanley & Dejoras, and
Louis Smith, of Smith Parker, for inspir-
ing him to get involved in human rights
work. Rick was also the master of cer-
emonies at this year's Human Rights
Awards Dinner.
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Carol Fairbrother is a sales representa-
tive in Ceridian's Employee Advisory
Resource Division. Carol worked with
Minnesota Advocates and Augsburg
College's Center for Global Education on
devising strategies to engage corpora-
tions in human rights work. Carol has
also been involved in violence preven-
tion for a number of years. Carol's com-
mitment to human rights was deepened
through travels in Central America with
the Center for Global Education.

Tim Kenny is an associate at
Oppenheimer, Wolff & Donnelly. Tim's
interest in international human rights
issues grew out of his own experience as
astudenttraveling abroad during college
when he was the subject of a limited
detention in Ireland. Tim has recently
taken an asylum case through Minnesota
Advocates and worked with Fredrikson
& Byron attorney Jim Dorsey to get
human rightseducation into high schools.
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Laura Rosenzweig is an accountant at
KPMG-Peat Marwick. Laura brings
much needed accounting expertise to the
board. Laura has been interested in
educatingothers about the factsand myths
of immigration and domestic violence
for many years.
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