United Nations World

Conference on Human‘i’leghts

_Convenes in Geneva in June

- ‘Human Rights: Know Them, Demand Them

Defend Them

From June 14 to 25, the General As-
sembly of the United Nations is con-
vening a World Conference on Human
Rights involving leaders from govern-
ments, specialized agenciesofthe U.N.,
international and regional organiza-
tions, and nongovernmental organiza-
tions. The purposes of the World
Conference are to assess the human
rights situation facing the world as it
enters the 21st century; to identify
obstacles to protecting and promoting
human rights; to consider more effec-
tive methods of enforcement; and, to
find resources to support U.N. human
rights activities. Over one thousand
groups are expected to attend the three-
day conference for nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) that will pre-
cede the official conference on June
10-12 in Vienna,

Attorney Penny Parker will represent
Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights at the NGO Conference and the
World Conference. Parker, a graduate
of the University of Minnesota now
practicing in Dallas, regularly repre-

sents Minnesota Advocates at U.N.
human rights meetings. Parker intends
to work closely with NGO organizers
to create on-the-spot NGO contact lists,
and to distribute information about
U.N. human rights procedures.

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights and International Service for
Human Rights, a Geneva-based NGO,
will continue their long-standing col-
laboration to assist NGO representa-
tives at the World Conference. The
two organizations have co-published
two editions of U.N. Commission on
Human Rights: Oriemtation Manual
Jor Nongovernmental Organizations,
(available for purchase through Min-
nesota Advocates). The two groups
also provide an NGO service by pub-
lishing immediate vote tallies on hu-
man rights resolutions at the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights. The
World Conference in Vienna will offer
another opportunity to facilitate the
NGO community in its efforts to gain
access to U.N. decision making in the
field of human rights. &
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See the schedule for the
June 21 Asylum Seminar on
page 5. For more information
about the Seminar please call
Rich Thomas or Nancy Arnison
at 612-341-3302.
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Newsnotes

Board Member and Ramsey County
Public Defender Fredilyn Sison will
interview returning overseas contract
workers in the Philippines during an
upcoming June visit. Sison is a mem-
ber of a Minnesota Advocates working
group gathering testimony concerning
the treatment of Filipino domestic
workers in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.
Other members of the group include
Pacyinz Lyfoung, Cheryl Thomas,
and Karin Wentz.

The Civil Litigation Section of the
Minnesota State Bar Association will
confer its 1993 Advocacy Award on
Barbara Frey, Executive Director of
Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. The award is given to the
person who best represents the mission
of the section, “to promote, eshance
and refine the advocacy system as a

The Human Rights Observer is a publication
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promotion and protection of international hu-
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just, efficient and accessible means of
civil conflict resolution.” Frey will
receive the award at the State Bar
Convention in Brainerd on June 24.

Minnesota Advocates Board Member
Bruce Hanley visited Tegucigalpa,
Honduras to investigate the case of an
American citizen, who is being de-
tained by the authorities in Tegucigalpa
without trial on drug charges. Hanley
is seeking a transfer of the case to the
United States. His client has lost 80
pounds and suffered a heart attack from
the stringent conditions of his two-year
incarceration.

Congratulations to Board member
Cheryl Thomas and loyal volunteer
Roger Heegaard on the birth of their
son, Joseph Thomas Heegaard, on
May 20.

Employment Opportunity

The University of Minnesota Law
School is accepting applications for a
temporary member of its clinic teach-
ing staff to supervise an Immigration
and Human Rights Law Clinic -- for
which a 3-year grant has been sought
from the federal government. The
clinical teacher’s responsibilities are
expected to include: supervision of
law students in immigration and hu-
man rights cases; classroom instruc-
tion and preparation of materials on
immigration law, human rights law,
and lawyering skills; as well as devel-
opment and administration of an immi-
gration and human rights clinic. Mini-
mum qualifications include a J.D. de-
gree and 2 years of legal practice.
Desired "qualifications include: 1)
knowledge and practical experience in
international human rights law and
immigration law -- particularly refu-
gee and asylum law; 2) demonstrated
teaching and supervisory ability; 3)
commitment to clinical education; 4)
academic credentials; 5) demonstrated
creativity and self-motivational skills

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Minnesota Advocates consulting asy-
lum attorney Leslie Guyton spoke on
“Working Across Cultures: Refugees
and Immigrants” at Minneapolis Com-
munity College on May 15.

Former Minnesota Advocates volun-
teer Inger Tangborn has been placed
as a program officer with U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees in Sofia,
Bulgaria.

In Memorium

Minnesota Advocates mourns the
recent death of Martin Abramson,
age 30. Marty was a dedicated
volunteer attorney with the Refugee &
Asylum Project. His compassion,
competence and hard work
inspired us all.

6) demonstrated lawyering ability, in-
cluding excellent writing skills; and,
7) good interpersonal skills. The ap-
pointment will be for a 3-year grant
period, subject to award of the federal
grant, the continuation of annual ap-
propriations, and subject to the possi-
bility that the term of the grant will be
limited to 1 year (as has occurred in
regard to similar funding requests in
the past). The desired starting date is
August 1, 1993. The University of
Minnesota is an equal opportunity edu-
cator and employer and specifically
invites and encourages applications
from women and minorities. Applica-
tions should be sent to Professor David
Weissbrodt, University of Minnesota
Law School, 229 19th Ave. S., Minne-
apolis, MN 55455 (phone, 612-625-
9858) and must be received by July 1,
1993. Applications should include a
resume, law school transcript, descrip-
tion of relevant knowledge and experi-
ence, the names and telephone num-
bers of 2 references, and a brief writ-
ing sample. ®



War Crimes and Human Rights Education Projects

Precedent for War Crimes Prosecution under International Law

The international community, reacting
with outrage to the horrors of Nazi
atrocities during World WarII, created
the International Military Tribunal at
Nuremburg in 1945 to prosecute those
responsible for war-time abuses. To-
day the United Nations, reacting with
similar outrage, has begun to investi-
gate war crimes in the former Yugosla-
via.

The Military Tribunal at Nuremburg
drew upon existing international hu-
manitarian law, established in the
Hague Convention IV of 1907, to forge
its own definition of punishable of-
fenses. Control Council Law #10 de-
fined three categories of crimes: crimes
against peace, war crimes, and crimes
against humanity. In 1947 the U.N.
General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion affirming these principles.

The Geneva Conventions of 1949, with
the additional Protocols of 1977, ex-
panded upon these principles and es-
tablished the modern guidelines for
conduct during war. The former Yu-
goslavia was a signator to these and
other relevant international human
rights documents including the Geno-
cide Convention of 1951. Those who
violate the Conventions are subject to
punishment by individual states and
the international community. No stat-
ute of limitations applies to war crimes
and “universal jurisdiction” allows any
state to prosecute offenders found within
its borders.

The five member Commission of Ex-
perts established by the U.N. Security
Council in October 1992 to investigate
violations in former Yugoslavia is the
first such commission since World War

Thoughts on the Human Rights Education Project

Picture, if you will, 11 and 12 year-old
children debating whether or not the
penal code of an Arab country violates
the International Declaration of Rights
or discussing the plight of children
enslaved by the garment industry in
Bangladesh.

These are students in a combination
fifth and sixth grade class at Glen Lake
School in the Hopkins (MN) School
District. They are participaats in the
Human Rights Education Project. With
instruction from Brad Lehrman, an
attorney and coordinator of the Project,
they are learning about human rights.
During the previous school year, the
school had drafted a Student Bill of
Rights. This document served as a
starting point in the study which, over
the past six months, has expanded to
provide a national and global perspec-
tive. Using a variety of materials

(videos, newspapers, television, ar-
ticles, legal documents), instructional
techniques, and experiences, the chil-
dren grew adept at recognizing and
discussing human rights issues.

One of the activities was to write letters
to President Clinton regarding the
Bosnian/Serbian civil war. After some
fact-finding, the students became “Hu-
man Rights Activists,” expressing their
opinions about the situation. The chil-
dren felt empowered by working as a
group to make a statement and feel as
if they were doing something. Young
people need to learn to be citizens in a
democracy, as well as citizens of a
global community. The Human Rights
Education Project is an outstanding
educational program which furthers
these goals.

Following are two of the letters written
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II. Its mission is to collect evidence of
criminal acts and identify those who
should be prosecuted. The
Commission’s focus is the “grave
breaches” of international law. These
“war crimes” and “crimes against hu-
manity” include the mistreatment of
civilians and prisoners of war, murder,
extermination, enslavement, rape, il-
legal deportations and other inhumane
acts committed against the non-com-
batant population in a war zone. The
U.N. Secretary General has submitted
a plan for a tribunal to try those se-
lected for prosecution defined in Ar-
ticle 147 of the Geneva Convention.

This article was written by Seth
Hartigan, an intern onthe War Crimes
Project. For more information on the
Project please call Jim Coy at 612-
343-8223 or Elizabeth Bruch at 612-
343-8221.1

by the students to President Clinton:

Dear Mr. Clinton,

I am studying the Human Rights
Declaration at my school in
Minnetonka, Minnesota. My name is
Nat Jungerberg. I'm 12.

Iwroteto you to tell you what I think
you should do about the problem in
Bosnia. I think that the U.S. should
take action. The people are suffering
over there and can’t do anything. It
makes me feel bad that I get to play
outside and do what I want without
violence in my backyard like there is in
Bosnia.

I know there is a lot of pressure on
what you should do to solve this ter-
rible problem. I respect any decision
you make greatly. Good luck!

Your Fellow American,
Nat Jungerberg
(Continued on page 4)
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