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Dramatic Changes in Albania

Recent popular demonstrations have pressured Albanian
President Ramiz Alia to take drastic measures to maintain
control, including agreement to open elections and recogni-
tion of freedom of speech, assembly, and religion.

Albania alsowas subject toscrutiny at the 47th session of the
U.N. Commission on Human Rights which adopted a reso-
lution calling upon the government “to free all political
prisoners and adopt...measures...by which freedom, democ-
racy and the rule of law will be established...” (E/CN.4/1991/
L.84, adopted March 6, 1991 without a vote).

The U.S. announced thatit would resume full diplomaticre-
lations with Albania on March 15, ending 52 years of nonre-
cognition. Albania also has requested entry into the Helsinki
process--the only European country presently not a party.
These developments signify a dramatic shift from long-
standing isolationist policies that have shielded it from
criticism while seriously limiting economic expansion.

The Minnesota Lawyers Committee issued the first com-
prehensive human rights report on the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania in January 1990. The report docu-
mented serious human rights violations which were exacer-
bated by the isolationist policies of the government.

Despite welcome changes in Albanian policy and practice,
the MLC has several remaining human rights concerns. It
expressed these concerns in February in an intervention to
the U.N. Commission on Human Rights in Geneva:
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Shkoder, Albania. Slogan "Forward to New Victory in the
Second Year of the Seventh Five-Year Plan."

*The government retains sirict controls over the right of its citizens to
leave and return, placing political requirernents on applications for
Passports,

*While the goverrunent removed a provision banning "religious

propaganda’ from its criminal code, ifs current constitution ex-
pressly prohibits religious organizations. A draft consiitution shows
more tolerance, but it still contains vague and derogatory language
that could be used as a cover for continued discrimination and other
human rights violations against those who praciice their religion.

*There are continuing reports of government sponsored lorture of
detainees including persons arrested as recently as Decernber 1990
in political demonstrations.

*Freedom of assembly has been tolerated by the goverrumnent at a
minimal level , but is burdened by so many restrictions as (o con-
Strain any real participation in the demaocrafic process.

The MLC urged the U.N. Commission on Human Rights
Lo continuc strict scrutiny of Albania. Meanwhile, it con-
linues o collect information, including testimonics of
recent immigrants, for updating reports on Albania.




Senator Paul Wellstone listened at the February 13 Board

meeting as members reported on the work of the Refugee

and Asylum Project, missions to Haitiand Saudi Arabia, and
upcoming legislative issues. Wellstone said human rights
were central to his concerns in foreign policy and discussed
avenues for collaboration with the Committee. He is espe-
cially interested in the Children's Convention and in gaining
cxpertise in the Middle East.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication of the Minnesota Lawyera
International Human Righis Committee, a non-profit organization
commiited 1o promoting and protecling human rights in the United
States and abroad, The Commiftee advocates against individual human
rights abuses, researches and investigates human rights conditions in
other countrics, encourages the adoplion of international human rights
standards by all countries, and educales its members, the Bar, political
leaders and the public about human rights.

Olficers:

James V. Roth, President Richard Boncy, Secrerary/Treasurer-
Jean M. Holer, Past President David Weissbrodt, Legal Cownsel
Louis P. Smith, Vice Presideu

Stalf:

Barbara A, Trey, Executive Director

Kate Jastram, Refugee and Asylum Project

Sonia Rosen, Legal Fellow

Mary Foster, Development Director

Cathy Wood, Secretary

Richard Thomas, Administrative Assistant

Maya Diokno and [imad Tinawi, frierns

Soviet to Receive
1991 Human Rights Award

The Seventh Annual Human Rights Award of the Minne-
sota Lawyers Committee will focus on human rights and
democracy in the Soviet Union. The 1991 award recipient
is an individual who has worked courageously for democ-
racy and human rights in the USSR. An invitation pres-
ently is being extended.

The identity of the recipient cannot be made public until
the recipient agrees to accept the award.

Theaward will be presented on June 6 at the ML C's annual
Human Rights Awards Dinner to be held at the Atrium,
International Market Square.

Dinner co-chairs are Pascale Rahman, Honeywell, and
Lisa Schiltz, Faegre & Benson. Dinner Committee mem-
bers are: (from the MLC Board) Leslie Anderson, Bill
Cameron, Jim Dorsey, Wood Foster, Don Johnson, Tom
Johnson,and Paula Richey; also serving are Kathy Moccio
(Borene Law Firm), Al Zdrazil (Ramsey County Attor-
ney's Office), and Peter Dahlen (National Practice Insti-
tute).

Eugene Klein, Honeywell attorney from the Soviet Un-
ion, is advising the Dinner Committee.

Past Human Rights Award recipients are:

Mayor Don Fraser (1985); Congressperson
Bill Frenzel (1986); families of the detained and dis-
appeared in Argentina, Guatemala, and South Africa
(1987); Dr. Inge Genefke, Director of the Cenler
for Torture Victims in Copenhagen (1988); and
Socorro Diokno and the Free Legal Assistance
Group of the Philippines (1989).

In 1990 the award honored the victims of genocide in
Cambodia. In their memory, award recipients were Dith
Pran (subject of The Killing Fields); Pan Marann (waiting
release from a refugee camp in Thailand); and two repre-
sentatives of the Minnesota Cambodian community.

Over 600 people attended the 1990 event which also fea-
tured an art exhibit by local Cambodian youth and a tradi-
tional dance performance.



Iraq, Cuba, the Baltics Dominate Discussion
at U.N. Human Rights Meeting

MLC Representatives Report from Geneva

In what is being referred to as “its most productive session
ever,” the U.N. Commission on Human Rights took spe-
cific action regarding human rights violations in several
countries including the Baltic republics of the Soviet Un-
jon, Cuba, Iraq, Iran, and occupied Kuwait, Representing
the Minnesota Lawyers Committee at the session were
Barbara Frey, Penny Parker, Carl Soderbergh, and David
Weissbrodt.

The Commission, the main body dealing with human rights
issues in the U.N., is composed of 43 member states elected
for three-year terms. It meets each year for six weeks in the
Palais des Nations in Geneva; the 1991 meeting ended
March 8. Highlights of the work of the 1991 Commission
follow.

The Battics

The decision concerning how to address the issue of human
rights in the Baltic States of the Soviet Union was handled
through a statement of the chair, rather than through a
resolution that would call for votes by the member states.
The statement noted positive developments in the USSR
but expressed grave concern over "recent tragic acts of
violence™. The chair asked for the results of the govern-
ment's investigation into the incidents and urged the gov-
ermmment to "ensure that human rights and fundamental
freedoms are fully enjoyed, without discrimination, [in]
Latvia and Lithuania.”

Cuba

The Commission authorized the appointment of a special
representative 10 maintain direct contacts with the govern-
ment and citizens of Cuba concerning human rights viola-
tions. (E/CN.4/1991/68). This resolution represented a
significant political victory for the U.S. delegation which,
since 1987, has continued to press for Commission action
concerning Cuba.

The Latin members of the Commission initially supported
a less stringent resolution on Cuba, but their abstentions
on the {inal version of the resolution allowed it to pass with
a substantial margin (22 in favor, 6 opposed, 15 absten-
tions). Included was a U.S. aincndment to appoint aspecial
represenlative and to consider the report on Cuba under
agenda itcm 12, the highest level of scrutiny,

Guatemala

A major battle on Guatemala was a procedural one con-
cerning the agenda item under which Guatemala’s human
rights record would be considered. Led by the Latin members,
the non-alligned bloc managed to stop efforts to consider
Guatemala under item 12. The presence of many frontline
human rights advocates made this debate extremely dra-
matic. The Commission did extend the mandate of the
independent expert on Guatemala. (E/CN.4/1991/51)

Iraq

The Commission authorized a special rapporteur to make
a thorough study of the violations of human rights by the
government of Iraq. (E/CN.4/1991/74) Tt also requested
that a special rapporteur be designated to examine the
human rights violations committed in occupied Kuwait by
the invading and occupying forces of Iraq and to submit a
report as soon as possible to the General Assembly. (E/
CN.4/1991/67)

Theseresolutions represented the Commission’s first criti-
calresponse to Iraq’s human rights violations, despite years
of pushing by non-governmental organizations. In 1989,
the Commission took no action on Iraq despite Amnesty
Inlernational’s statement on the floor that “Iraq clearly and
incontrovertibly presents a situation of the most flagrant
and massive violations of human rights. We can think of
none which cries out more for international attention and
action.”

Iran

The Commission continued the mandate of the special
representative to Iran, Mr. Galindo Pohl of El Salvador,
requesting him 1o report furiher human rights progress by

the Iranian government at the next session of the Commis-
sion. (E/CN.4/1991/82)

Other significant developments at the 1991 Commission
include establishing a working group to investigate cases of
arbitrary detention throughout the world and the creation
of an inter-sessional working group 1o consider the draft
Declaration on enforced or involuntary disappearances.



letter writing: brazil

_letter writing: usa

Prosecutor of Death Squads at Risk

Dr. Tania Maria Salles Moreira, public prosecutor of Duque
de Caxias, Rio de Janeiro, is known for Prosecuting members
of Brazilian death squads who largetminors. She hasappeared
ina television documentary publicizing the murders of Brazil-
fan children and is currently prosecuting a businessman who is
the alleged leader of a death squad, but a conviction is unlikely
since witnesses have begun to withdraw their statements.

As of February 9, 1991, Dr. Salles Morteira has received a Sig-
nificantly increased number of telephone death threats. Her
initial request for police protection was denied. After suffi-
cient pressure from the press, the state Secretary of Public
Security offered protection for her on her way to and from
work each day. Callers still promise they will murder her.

The following sample letter may be copied.

Sr. Ministro da Justica do Brasil
Sr. Jarbas Passarinho
Esplanada dos Ministerios
Bloco 23

70.064 Brasilia DF, Brazil

Your Excellency,

I am a lawyer concerned for the safety and well-being of attorney Dr,
Tania Maria Salles Moreira who has received an increased number of
telephone death threats and is a prime target for assailants due o her
position as a prosecutor of death squads.  Her initial requests for
protection were denied, and the security which is currently provided is
Limited. Turgeyour government io ensure kersafety and request that steps
be taken to hinder the activities of those who have threatened her.

{bee: MLC office)

Giarratano Death Sentence Commuted

On February 19, Virginia Governor Douglas Wilder
commuted thedeath sentence of Joe Giarratano, sched-
uled to be executed three days later, to 25 years (inchud-
ing time served). Gov. Wilder issued the decree conti-
"gent upon Giarratano agreeing to the following condi-
tions: If he attempts to escape or if he has any “prob-
lems” in prison, Giarratano will be subject tolife impris-
onment without parole. In addition, Wilder gave the
Attorney General the authority to retry Girratano so
long as he waives his right to be protected against double
jeopardy.

Five minutes after Giarratano signed the appropriate
papers agreeing to Wilders conditions, Attorney Gen-
eral Mary Sue Terry issued a statement reiterating her
beliefin Giarratano's guilt and that no reason exists for
granting a new trial. Ms. Terry, or any subsequent
Attorney General, still has the option of reversing the
current policy and beginning retrial procedures.

Responding to Wilder’s decree, Bart Stapert, a spokes-
man for the Virginia Coalition on Jails and Prisons,
which organized appeals on Joe'’s behalf, stated “it
would have been a tragic miscarriage of justice if he
[Joe] would have been executed, but prison is not the
right place to be for an innocent man, so we will con-
«tinue to press for a new trial.”

MLC members were asked in the February Observer to
write to Governor Wilder on Joe’s behaif--a continu-
ation of an Observer appeal that began last year.

Death Penalty Training Features Faculty from Texas and Louisana

The MLC has received requests for Minnesota lawyers 1o take 15 death penalty cases in Texas and Louisana. The CLE
seminar, scheduled for Friday afternoon, May 10 and Saturday May 11 will train locai attorneys to provide this desperately
needed represention for death row inmates in post-conviction appeals.

Faculty members for the seminar will include Texas judges, experienced death penalty litigators from the Texas and
Louisiana Death Penalty Resource Centers, and nationally respected experts on criminal law and mitigation issues

The seminar will cover substantive issues of federal and state habeas corpus law, as well as offer advice on strategies for
capital habeas litigation. Itis an opportunity for Minnesota lawyers to learn about an exciting and complex area of law for
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- the hst of gross violators of human nghts, '

The procedurc do& not dealmth mdmdualmses. butlvnth ‘7
- situations al‘fecung a large number of people over a pm- :

tracted period of time. The complaints must allege evi-
dence of a consistent pattem of gross and reliably attested
wolanons of human nghls and fundamemal freedoms

, "Com.mumcauons" (complamts) may be submmed to the

'U.N. Centre for Human Rights in Geneva by people claim-

‘ing to be victims of human rights violations or clalmmg :
direct knuw]edge of violations. Non-governmental organi--

zations may also submit good faith 1503 comntunications

so long as they have direct, reliable evidénce of the situ-

ation. Anonymous communications and those based only
on reports from the mass medl.a are inadmissable.

‘Commumm_nons must describe the facts and purp-o:-ie of

~ the petitions and what rights have been violated and avoid -
political motivation and abusive orinflammatory language. -

Domestic remedies musi have been exhausted before a
‘communication is considered, unless it can be shown that
such solutions would be ineffective or be unduly delayed.

Commumcauons are first reviewed by a private workmg
group of the U.N. Sub-Commission, and some complaints
are forwarded o its parent body, the Commission on Human
Rights. The Commission has a similar two-step process
whereby a working group recommends measures 1o be
taken by thie Commission. At the end of secret delibera-
tions, the Chair of the Commission may announce publicly
the list of countries that have been dropped or continued
under the 1503 process and any other actions laken.

Throughout the entire process, the affected governments
are invited to respond both in writing and at the private
session of the Commission to the allegations of gross
violations of human rights as {ound in the communications.
The name of the authors of the complaint are kept confi-
dentjal 50 as not 1o place them in jeopardy.

‘ 'Anyone may bnngahuman nghts problem to theattenuon g
. ofthe United Nations, and thousands of peoplearound the
" ‘world do th:ls every year. ‘Ope avénue for bringing com-

: pla.mls is callad the:*1503” procedurc, named for a UN.

resolution. 'The 1503 is a strictly confidential procedure,
. whereby the UN atlempts 10 use. behind the scenes dia- -
govertimenis to r&epect the rights. of |
 ‘citizens,, Most governments have a vested public relations
- interesi in ensurmg that tlieir naimes are never mcluded on'f;;

Do our leaders see
Mideast clearly?

A s just as America’s {ight in the guif
seems to be, it cerlainly would be
comforting lo bear President Bush
even hint at an awareness of the re-
gion's history, religion and culture. If
his interpretation of events follows his
rhetoric, he may envision the U.S. coa-
lition as replaying World War IL It
isn't. Nor is it reprising the Vietnam
War, as many protesters suggest and
Bush has so emphatically denied.

MicHAEL
U.S. and Western interests — not to ViTT

mention those of the Mideast’s people EDITORIAL WRITER
— need the long-term peace and stabil-
ity in the Mideast that President Bush says Desert Storm
seeks. Achieving that will require a vision of the people there
as they are, rather than as assigned roles in our screenplay
for a sequel to the war of another time and another place.

The Minnesota Lawyers International Human Rights Com.-
mitfee is midway through an eniightening speakers series’ on
history, law and Luman rights in the Mideast. The more one
learns about these subjecis, the more worrisome our leaders’
silence on these matiers becomes.

Most of the Masiim world is living in a post-colonial period,
with memories ¢f exploitive European rule still fresh, ob-
serves Steve Cailson, a Minneapolis lawyer who once worked
in North Africa with the Agency for International Develop-
meni.

Martin Sampson, University of Minnesota political science
protessor, uetes Lthat Western powers, primarily Britain and
France, drew miest of the political boundaries in the Mideast.
National idenlity based on those borders is neither universal
nor deep, he says. (In a recent syndicated article, Phillip
Knightley, biographer of Lawrence of Arabia, recounted how
Western powers enticed Arabs into combating their rulers,
the Turks, in World War I with promises of independence, but
then divvied up the territory among themselves and their
friends as snun as war ended. Jordan's King Hussein cited this
history in his complaints last week.)

Series speakers Sampson and Fatma Reda, an Egyptian-
burn Minneapolis physician, also explain that, while the
Mideast is culturally diverse, Islamic religious tenets underly
the thinking of the region's people. They explain that one of
the five sources of Islamic law is consensus — in which all
aifecled parties develop law.

Such a principle is greatly at odds with monarchies like
Lthose of our coalition partners Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, Lhey
caution.

One uf the five requirements for the Islamic faithful, alms-
giving, evinces slrong ideals of equitable distribution of
wealth, Ryan Lalurd of Augsburg College suggests. A rela-
tive few — primarily our monarch allies — control most of
the Mideast’s wealth. Sampson notes that per capita income
ldSl year was about $23.009 in Kuwait. about §600 in Egypt.

“History in" the Mideast ... always takes its revenge on
those who insist on seecing (e region through their own eyes,”
Knightley warps, Pray that our president 1s seeing ¢ learly in

the course he has chusen to pursue our nation's goals in the
Mideast.







