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Domestic Violence Pioneers Offer Insights for Eastern Europe

What does Minnesota’s experience
on domestic violence have to offer
nations where no shelters, hotlines, or
advocates for victims of domestic abuse
yetexist? We invited seven Minnesota
experts on domestic violence to answer
that question at an all day workshop
sponsored by MAHR’s committee on
domestic violence in Eastern Europe
on February 5. More than 20 women
participated in the workshop.

In an effort to translate the Minnesota
experience to Eastern Europe, these

women’s shelter in her home in St.
Paul in 1974. At that time, as in
Eastern Europe today, there were ab-
solutely no public or private services
for women who were battered in their
homes. These pioneers pointed to the
one hundred-plus women sleeping on
the floor to respond to claims that
domestic abuse was simply not a prob-
lem.

Lt. Kris Morris, the head of the domes-
tic abuse unit at the Minneapolis Police
Department, described her difficult ex-

She pointed to the one hundred-plus women sleeping on
the floor to respond to claims that domestic abuse was

simply not a problem.

experts focused on how the state’s
movement to confront domestic vio-
lence, which is now considered a na-
tional and international model, got
started 20 years ago.

We heard the story of the former direc-
tor of the Harriet Tubman Women’s
Shelter, Sharon Rice Vaughan, who
out of sheer necessity created the first
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periences training police officers to
investigate domestic assault crimes.
Lt. Morris still must give stern warn-
ings to reticent officers that a homicide
may result if they persist in failing to
aggressively investigate a domestic as-
sault call.

Other participants included Kathy
Botelle who works with the Southeast
Asian community on a program to
confront domestic violence; Assumpta
Kintu, coordinator and legal advocate
ofthe Domestic Abuse Project; Shirley
Pierce, Coordinator of the Family Vio-
lence Initiative; Etleen Hudon, Minne-
sota Coalition for Battered Women;

and, Sandy Parnell of the College of

St. Catherine.

Several Romanian women also partici-
pated in the workshop, including Ligia
Valcu, a Romanian judge now study-
ing at the Humphrey Institute. These
women shared their stories of a country
where domestic assault is widespread
but never addressed. All of these
women either had personal stories of
abuse or knew women suffering from
domestic violence. But public protec-
tion from this violence to them remains
as an impossible dream.

The group discussed how to start to
make protection from assault a reality
given the political and social climate in
Eastern Europe and the cultural barri-
ers which are not so different from
those in Minnesota 20 years ago.

Eastern European women must lead
the way to finding solutions to the
problem of domestic violence in their
countries. Minnesota Advocates hopes
to assist them by documenting the na-
ture and extent of domestic abuse, and
providing training and recommenda-
tions based on our experiences. W
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Mexico: 3 programs, including
Senator Paul Wellstone

Bosnian War Crimes

Please see page 5 for details.
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From the Director's Desk

It was slightly less than a news flash when the headline on the local paper recently
shouted that the “World is Tough on Women”. The headline referred to the U.S.
State Department’s unprecedented focus on violations against women in its annual
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices. Better late than never.

In terms of sheer numbers, women (and girls), are perhaps the longest suffering
and largest suffering group on this planet. Maybe it is just the enormity of the
task of addressing issues such as rape, genital mutilation, domestic violence,
female infanticide and feticide, dowry killings, and everyday discrimination, that
led to the delay in acknowledging all that suffering. Or maybe it is the invisibility
of it all -- after all, most violations against women take place in the home and not
in public places -- that was a barrier.

Whatever the reason for the inactivity, women’s rights advocates are happy to see
the attention now, because women continue to suffer in great numbers. There is
hope that this new round of interest and some new U.N. mechanisms for enforcing
the human rights of women will result in changes of global proportion. Improving
the lot of women worldwide, however, is not an easy goal.

For instance, it seems elementary that governments which in their laws relegate
women to the status of second class citizen, i.e., apartheid by sex, should be
encouraged to change their ways. How then should we address fundamentalist
Islamic governments? Should the Clinton Administration, an outspoken advocate
of women’s rights, turn down Saudi Arabia’s offer to buy 6 billion dollars’ worth
of airplanes from U.S. manufacturers because of the entrenched system of
apartheid against women in that country?

The standard for asylumis a “well founded fear of persecution.” Does thisinclude
women who fear violence and even torture at the hands of their spouses?

Here are a couple more tough questions:

¢ Should women have the right to abort female fetuses because of the social status
attached to having a boy child in some countries and the burden attached to having
a girl child?

¢ Should adult prostitution be protected as a personal choice, however desperately
made, or should it be prohibited as illegal trafficking?

Gender and reproduction issues have always carried strong emotional and cultural
repercussions. The international human rights community has set forth on a path
of eliminating discrimination against women. Along that path we will be tested
constantly over our commitment to the inviolability of basic human rights.

In this newsletter, we have tried to highlight some of the developments on
women's human rights.
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NEWSNOTES

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights is pleased to announce the addi-
tion of Curt N. Peterson, CFRE, as
Development Consultant to the organi-
zation. Formerly Development Direc-
tor at the American Refugee Commit-
tee, Peterson will be responsible for
the Tenth Annual Human Rights
Awards Dinner, strategic planning,
membership and major gifts, and pub-
lic relations.

Christopher Akale, director of the
Glenwood/Lyndale Community Cen-
ter, has joined the Board of Directors
of Minnesota Advocates. Akale is an
active social service provider in the
Twin Cities. He is originally from
Cameroon.

Deborah Ellis, a member of the Death
Penalty Defense Project Steering Com-
mittee, has been elected 1994 president
of the Minnesota Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers.

Legal fellow Sarah DeCosse presented
alecture on human rights in Mexico for
the Latin American and Caribbean Stud-
ies Department of Michigan State Uni-
versity on January 26 and at the Ameri-
can Indian Center in Minneapolis on
February 19.

The Haiti Justice Committee was re-
cently formed in the Twin Cities. People
who have had an interest in solidarity
work with the people of Haiti have
joined together and are discussing po-
tential activities and drafting a mission
statement. For more information call
Sarah DeCosse at 612-341-3302. ®

The Human Rights Observer is published ten times a
year by Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights.
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U.S. State Department
Report Features Plight
of Women

In its 1993 human rights country re-
ports, the U.S. Department of State
focused especially on women’s rights,
and the situation of women around the
world. The following is an excerpt
from that report:

The Rights of Women

"We have paid special attention in
1993 to the problem of rampant dis-
crimination against women. Physical
abuse is the most obvious example. In
many African countries, the practice of
female genital mutilation continued.
In Pakistan, many women in police
custody are subjected to sexual or physi-
cal violence. On several continents,
women and girls are sold into prostitu-
tion. In many Gulf countries, domes-
tic servants from Southeast Asia are
forced to work excessively long hours
and are sometimes physically and sexu-
ally abused. In Bangladesh and India,
dowry deaths continue. Marital rape
in many countries is not recognized as
a crime, and women raped or beaten at
home often have no recourse. That
female life is not valued as much as
male life is apparent in countries such
as China where it is reported that more
female fetuses than male are aborted.

"In addition to physical abuse, the
political, civil and legal rights of women
are often denied. In 1993 women
throughout the world were subjected to
onerous and discriminatory restrictions
of such fundamental freedoms as vot-
ing, marriage, travel, testifying in
court, inheriting and owning property,
and obtaining custody of children. All
too often, women and girls find that
their access to education, employment,
health care, and even food 1s limited
because of their gender." W

Human Rights Issues Updates

Minnesota Advocates board member Margaret Chutich, Human Rights Award
recipient Jadranka Cigelj and interpreter Vanca Shrunk at the 1993 Human Rights
Awards Dinner in Minneapolis, which honored Women on the Frontline.

International Women's
Day

Inrecognition of International Women's
Day on March 8, 1994, Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights is focus-
ing this issue of the Human Rights
Observer to the struggles faced by
women around the world.

International Women's Day began in
1910 and today celebrates the many
roles women play in today's world --
from traditional to newly defined -- as
mother, daughter, domestic partner,
world leader.

The photos in this issue have been
selected from the organization's ar-
chives to show the variety of women
around the world -- the majority of the
population which rarely receives fifty
percent of the press coverage.

In the future, issues of the Human
Rights Observer will be dedicated to
other themes. These topics will be
chosen to highlight project areas being
undertaken by the organization or is-
sues which are in the international
spotlight. ®

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Hoffman Leaves ACLU

Leading human rights activist Paul
Hoffman will resign this month from
his position as Director of the ACLU
of Southern California, which he has
held for ten years.

Hoffman has served as legal counsel
for the ACLU in many significant
human rights law suits in U.S. courts,
including Suarez Mason (civil suit
brought against an Argentine general
for human rights violations during the
“Dirty War”), and Alvarez Machain
(suit against the U.S. government for
DEA kidnapping of Mexican national).

Hoffman’s most recent victory was a
$1.2 billion verdict against the estate
of former Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos on behalf of over
10,000 Filipinos who were subjected
to torture, rape and murder by his
government.

Hoffman will continue his international
human rights work as a lawyer in
private practice. M






