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Afanas'ev Named 1991 Award Recipient
Community Support Builds for June Dinner

Russian historian Yuri Afanas'ev has been named recipient of the Committee’s Seventh Annual Human Rights Award. He
will receive the award at the annual awards dinner on June 6 at the International Market Square Atrium. The evening will
{ocus on the struggle for democracy and human rights in the Soviet Union, honoring not only Afanas'ev but also Soviets
whose journey has brought them to Minnesota.

Afanas'ev is a member of the Soviet Congress of People's Deputies and co-chair of the Interregional Group of Deputies
and the Democratic Platform. The other co-chairs elected with Afanas'ev in June 1989 were Gavril Popov, Boris Yeltsen,
Andrei Sakharov, and the Estonian academician Viktor Palm. Upon the death of Sakharov, the mantle of human rights
and democracy passed to Afanas'ev, whose commitment to popular elections, worker's rights, economic restructuring, free
media, and a "genuine federalism” is unwavering. He has been rector of the Historical Archives Institute in Moscow since
1986, undertaking the painful but essential task of archival reform--especially helping the Soviet people look back at the
Stalin years with open eyes.

Invitations to law firms and corporations have already been extended, accompanied by letters of suppori signed by:

Judson Bemis Retired Chair and CEO, Bemis Company, Inc.

Mark Boeyink Western Bank & Insurance

Alfred A. Checchi  Co-Chairman and CEQ, Norlhwest Airlines, Inc.

Whlliam W. George President and CQOOQ, Medtronic, Inc.

James T. Hale Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Dayton Hudson Corporation
Peter C. Heegaard Managing Principal, Norwest Capital Advisors

Michael O'Rourke Executive Vice President and General Counsel, First Bank Syster, Inc.
Lawrence Perlman President and CEQ, Control Data Corporation

Leonard L. Prescott Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community

Stephen Refsell Chief Counsel--Large Business Division, US West Communications
Edson W. Spencer Spencer Associates

Stanley S. Stroup Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Norwest Corporation
Winston R Wallin Chairman and CEQ, Medtronic, Inc,

C.L. Whitekill Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary, General Mills, Inc,
Wheelock Whitney Chairman, Whilney Management Co.

Laura Waterman Witisiock President, MIGIZI Communicalions, Inc.

Signing on behalf of supporting law firms:

Samuel L. Hanson Briggs & Morpan
Thomas Tinkham Dorsey & Whitney
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Cable Connects Committee to
Twin Cities Community

"Human Rights: the Minnesota Connectlion,” the Commit-
tee's cable program, is broadcast from 7:00-7:30 p.m. on the
third Tuesday of each month, and broadcasts of former
programs are aired on a time-available basis, Wood Foster
(above right), host of the program, interviews FT. Jim Shapiro
about the assassinations of Jesuit priests in El Salvador, a
program to be re-run this month. "The Re-Education of Tan
Nguyen," a story of life under the Khmer Rouge, will be the
featured program in May.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication of the Minnesota Lawyers
International Human Rights Commitlee, a non-profit organization
commilled to promoting and prolecling human rights in the United
States and abroad. The Committee advocates against individual human
rights abuses, researches and jnvestigates human rights condilions in
oLher countries, encourages the adoption of international human rights
standards by all countrics, and educates its members, the Bar, political
Icaders and the public about human rights.

Officers:

James V., Roth, President
Jean M. Boler, Past President
Louis P. Smith, Vice President
Stall:

Barbara A, Frey, Executive Direcior

Kate Jastram, Refugee and Asylum Project
Sonia Rosen, Legal Fellow

Mury Foster, Development Director’
Cathy Wood, Secretary

Richard Thomas, Administrative Assistant
Maya Diokno and Emad Tinawi, Insems

Richard Boncy, Secretaryflyeasurer-
David Weissbrodt, Legal Counsel
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"Almed. AbdulRahm.an aI-D kairis 2 lawyer ‘nd human*
rights advocate from Manama, Bahrain. He was atrested
‘in August 1986 and charged with’ membershlp in the;
‘banned Bahrain National Liberation Front. He was also :
‘charged wuh participation in prohll:uted pohtml activi-
‘ties--eg. writing leaflets criticizing the government. He -
‘was convicted. in’ October 1987 and sentenced to' seven
?yca:snmpnsonmenlonOctoberSO 1988. Al-Dhukairwas -
.convicted solely on:the basis of his confession, allegedly
‘extracted under torture. He was held incommunicado
‘until his trial, and the defense was not permmcd to call
imtnwsm or cross-examme prosecumn vntnfss@s E

Il is behcved that cundmons in the al- Qala a pnson where
' Al-Dhukair is being held do not meet standards specified

inthe UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of

‘Prisoners.

‘The following sample letter may be copie(L '

. Sheikh Issa bin Sulman al- Khalzfa o

Amir of Bahrain

‘P.O. Box 555

Manama, Bahrain

Your Excellency,

I am concerned for the safety and well-being of Ahmed
Abdul Rahman al-Dhukair who was arrested in August
1986 and sentenced in October 1988. His confession to
membership in the Bahrain National Liberation Front
was allegedly exiracted under torture. He was not granted
a fair trial, and he is currently imprisoned in al-Qala’a
prison which does not meet standards established by the
UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Pris-
oners.

I urge your government 1o release Mr. al-Dhukair imme-
diately. I also ask you to conduct an investigation into the
allegations of torture and make your findings public.

Stncerely,
(bec:MLC office)



Committee Releases Report on Krome Detention Facility

Charges INS Impeded Investigation of Abuse

Conditions of detention in the Krome Avenue Detention
Center do not meet international human rights standards,
according to a report released April 16 by the Minnesota
Lawyers Committee and Physicians for Human Rights
(“PHR”). Human rights concerns regarding the detention
ofaliens in Krome include due process violations, abuse of
use of solitary confinement and transfers, and physical and
sexual abuse of detainees. The report also finds that lack of
access to the facility by independent monitors is a funda-
mental and recurring problem.

The 51-page report, “Hidden from View: Human Rights
Conditions in the Krome Detention Center”, contains the
findings of a joint delegation of the Minnesota Lawyers
Committee and PHR to the Krome Avenue facility in
November 1990. The Immigration and Naturalization
Service (“INS”) granted, then withdrew permission for the
delegation to conduct private interviews with detainees
midway through the visit. The report, therefore, draws
upon affidavits sworn by detainees in Krome along with the
delegation's site evaluation.

The Krome Center, located in South Dade County, Florida,
is a minimum-security federal facility for aliens pending
hearings on their right to enter the U.S. Historically, the
facility has been used to house Haitians and Cubans, but
nearly 40 other nationalities are among the detained.

The two human rights groups found:

*The due process rights of aliens secking asylum are
prejudiced by lack of access to counsel, including
failure to inform detainees adequately about oppor-
tunities for free legal representation, lack of tele-
phone access, and misconduct by a Creole-speaking
interpreter.

*Detainees describe serious incidents of physical and
sexual abuse of detainees by officials at Krome. The
most serious allegations concern physical brutality by
detention guards and higher-level administrators, ver-
bal abuse, denial of access to toilets, and the use of un-
warranied confinement in isolation.

*Detainees testificd that overcrowding leads to an ex-
accrbation of tensions between detainees and offi-
cials at the facility. In some cases, individuals have
been transferred Lo other federal detention centers to
hide abuscs by detention officers or 1o isolate de-
tainees from their attorneys and relatives in Miami.
This prejudices the substantive legal rights of the per-
sons being transferred.

*The Public Health Service ("PHS") facility, operat-
ing independently of INS, appeared to be well-run,
serving the needs of its population. The PHS fully
cooperated with the fact-finding delegation by al-
lowing full access to detainees, records, and PHS
personnel.

*Detention officers have broad discretion in their
treatment of detainees, and some officers are openly
hostile to those in detention.

The two groups investigated the Krome Center after hear-
ing serious public allegations concerning due process vio-
lations and physical abuse. The operation of the facility
alsoraises questions about the U.S. government’s immigra-
tion policies, especially the policy of detaining aliens who
are not yet legally admitted to the country.

The INS received an advance copy of the report with an
invitation to include their response in the final version. To
date, there have been informal discussions between the
INS, the Committee, and the PHR.

The Minnesota Lawyers Internatonal
Human Rights Commitiee

Invites You to the

Seventh Annual
Human Rights Awards Dinner

Honoring Yuri Afanas'ev

Thursday, June 6
5:30 p.m. Social Hour 6:30 p.m. Dinner
Intemational Market Square Atrium

3100 Individual Reservation
3150 Individual and Guest

Call 341-3302 for Reservations




Minnesota Lawyers Committee's

Mayor Donald M. Fraser received the Conunittee's first award in 1985 for
his outstanding leadership in the area of human rights, both as a Con-
gressperson and as a founder of the MLC. The award was presented by
Harlan Cleveland, and special program guest was Garrison Keillor.

The 1986 award was given to Representative Bill Frenzel for his work on
behalf of Soviet Refuseniks. (Controversy surrounded the event, as M.
Frenzel was in Washington for a vote on aid to the Nicaraguan Coniras.)
Also honored were U. of M. student Lisa Paul who staged a hunger strike
tobring attention 1o the case of Ina Meiman of Moscow, and Felicia Wein-
garten, an Auschwitz survivor who helped resettle Soviet immigrantis in
Sairt Paul,

Human Rights Award:

In 1987, families of the disappeared and detained in South
Africa, Argenting, and Guatemala were honored, represented
by Dr. Max Coleman from South Africa and Maria Isabel de
Mariani (left) and Nelida Navajas (right) of the Grandmothers
of the Plaza de Mayo (Argentina). Award presenter was Jan

Smaby.

Dr. Inge Genefte (above) and the Rehabilitation Centre for
Torture Victims in Dernark were honored in 1988, Also
recciving special recognition was the Center for Victims of Tor-
turein Minnesota. Mesfin Molla, a torture victim and applicant
Jor political asylum from Fthiopia addressed the guthering.




1985-1990,
the First Six Years

Representing the Minnesota Cambodian community was Sova
Niev who displayed a poster for hope and peace created by local
students. Khmer youth also exhibited original art and performed
traditional dances. George Latimer acted as award presenier.

e

Socorro Diokno, director of the Free Legal Assistance Group of the
Philippines, received the 1989 award, presented by James Shannon.
Rev. Alain Rocourt, Chair of the Methodist Church in Haiti, gave the
address.

Minnesota Cambodian Sos Duong was chosen 1o represens the
Minnesota Cambodian community because of his extraordinary
strength in surviving several attempis on his life by the Kiuner
Rouge.

The 1990 award honored the memory of the two-million victims of
genocide tn Cambodia during the Kluner Rouge regime. Dith Pran,
subject of the film The Killing Fields and New York Times photogra-

pher was the primary award recipient.



asylum/refugee news
New Cases

Many thanks to those pro bono attorneys listed below who have accepted new cases. Lawyers volunteering as Direct
Service Attorneys for new asylum cases in March and April 1991:

Alan Goldfarb, Maslon, Edelman, Borman and Brand Darcy Ann King, Leatham and Associates
Mary Knoblauch, Fruth and Anthony Erik Ibele, Cray Research

Lawyers volunteering as Direct Service Attorneys for new refugee reunification cases in March and April 1991:

David Crawford Lesley Guyton
Duane W. Krohnke, Faegre & Benson Gloria Johnson, Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources

Lawyers volunteering as Consulting Attorneys for new asylum cases in March and April 1991:
Fredilyn Sison, Ramsey County Public Defender’s Office  Julie Bursik, International Institute
Michael Sullivan, Student Legal Services, U of M Patricia Mattos

Franco Capriotti, Capriotti & Associates

Rosanne Zaidenwebber, Popham, Haik, Schnobrich & Kaufman

Additional attorneys are needed both for refugee reunification and for asylum cases. Please contact Kate Jastram at 341-
3302 if you would like to volunteer for the Pro Bono Panel. Training and materials are provided.

POLITICAL ASYLUM TRAINING SEMINAR .
Friday, June 21, 1991 8:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Hamline University School of Law

* Meet the new INS Asyium Officers.
* Learn fundamentals of law and procedure necessary for representing a client seeking political asylum.

* Receive an update on new developments in asylum law, including implementation of the new regulations, the
scttiement in American Baptist Churches, and Temporary Protected Status.

The faculty will include Robert Esbrook, head of the new asylum office, and Elizabeth Anderson, the asylum officer
assigned to Minnesota, as well as local immigration attorneys.

7 CLE credits Information: Kate Jasiram or Rich Thomas, 341-3302
Registration Form

Name " Phone

Office Address

1 will attend the Asylum Seminar and take an asyliun case this year. I enclose my fee of $70.
1 will attend the Asyluen Seminar and cannot take an asylum case this year. 1 enclose my fee of $130.

*Register before June 1 and receive $10 discount®






