Ninth Annual Human nghtsAwardsmner .
Women on the Frontline: Pré\f{gntingﬂ’ape in Wartime

The tragic lmages coming out of the
former Yugoslavia that millions of us
‘watch on the news every night-are the

- stark reality that Jadranka Cigelj and

Dr. Shana Swiss have come to know
" first-hand.

These two women - one a Bosnian
Muslim refugee, the other a physician
specializing in women’s human rights
- are dedicated to putting a stop to rape
and other inhumane treatment against
women in wartime.

Jadranka Cigelj and Dr. Shana Swiss
will be honored for their human rights
work at the Ninth Annual Human
Rights Awards Dinner, on Thursday,
June 3, at The Atrium, International
Market Square, Minneapolis, MN.

Like thousands of other Bosnian Mus-
lims, Jadranka Cigelj was forced to
flee her home to escape the guns of
war. In Zagreb, Croatia, she became
an attorney at the Hrvatski Information
Center. But her new life is not without
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peril, since Ms. Cigelj now travels all
over the former Yquélavia, often at
great personal risk, to gather immedi-
ate testimony from rape victims. At
the Center, she processes and catego-
rizes the information in ‘an effort to
bring the perpetrators of .these war
crimes to justice. K

When Dr. Shana Swiss realized that
the uniquely oppressive treatment of
women worldwide was being over-
looked and underreported by many
human rights groups, she founded the
Women’s Program at Physicians for
Human Rights in Boston. Asits direc-
tor, Dr. Swiss has traveled all over the
world, studying the special challenges
to women’s rights and dignity, and
counseling thousands of women in the
process. She first studied systematic
rape in wartime in Liberia, during that
country’s civil war, Dr. Swiss is now
applying her specialized experience to
the ongoing tragedy in the former
Yugoslav Republic. She recently trav-
eled to that region with the United
Nations to counsel victims, educate
women and investigate the devastating
effects of systematic rape.

Arvonne Fraser is receiving the Spe-
cial Recognition Award, to honor her
pioneering effortin the area of women’s
human rights. As the director of the
International Women's Rights Action
Watch at the Humphrey Institute (Uni-
versity of Minnesota), Ms. Fraser over-
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sees a critical link in the global net-
work that monitors implementation of
a women’s human rights treaty. In
1993, Ms. Fraser headed the U.S.
delegation to the U;N. Commission on
the Status of Women, which meets
annually in Vienna. : '

These three distinguished women will
be present to accept their awards at the
Ninth Annual Human Rights Awards
Dinner. In addition to the céremony,
there will be music by Mary Jane Almi, -
Gwen Matthews and Kathy Mugller,
members of Women Who Cook.

The 1993 dinner is underwritten by the
law firm of Leonard, Street & Deinard,
and the Non-Removable Mille Lacs
Band of Chippewa Indians.

Tickets to the dinner are $100 for
individuals, $150 for couples, $1000
for a table. $75 of the $100 ticket is
tax-deductible. Tickets will not be
mailed. Guest list will be at the door.
Cocktails are at 5:30, dinner is at 6:30,
the program begins at 7:30.

For more information on the dinner or
to purchase tickets, please contact
Heather Maher at Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights, (612) 341-
3302.m




Newsnotes

In April 1993, the General Mills Foun-
dation awarded a $10,000 grant to
support the Human Rights Education
Project. During 1993, the project will
train at least 75 volunteers to teach
classes on human rights and tolerance
to primary and secondary students.
The project hopes to reach over 3,500
students and at least 35 % of the classes
will be offered in Minneapolis and St.
Paul public schools. Interested volun-
teers should contact Brad Lehrman at
612-885-0379.

The Asylum and Refugee Project re-
ceived a $3,000 grant from the Minne-
sota State Bar Association to assist in
recruitment and training of volunteer
lawyers. The project currently serves
approximately 170 indigent asylum ap-
plicants. Interested volunteers should
contact Rich Thomas at 612-341-3302.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication
of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights,

an independent organization of lawyers and
other advocates committed to the impartial
promotion and protection of international hu-
manrights. Theorganization advocates against
individual human rights abuses, investigates
human rights conditions in other countries,
works to strengthen laws and institutions that
protect human rights, and educates the public
about human rights.
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The Death Penalty Defense Project
received a $1,000 grant from the Boechm
Foundation to support its seminar,
"Against the Odds: Successful Crimi-
nal Defense Strategies. The confer-
ence was held in Minneapolis from
April 22-24, 1993.

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights is co-hosting a reception for
Nobel Peace Prize recipient Rigoberta
Menchu Tum on May 3. The recep-
tion follows Ms. Menchu’s Carlson
Lecture at Northrup Auditorium at the
University of Minnesota. For free
lecture tickets, call 612-625-6688. For
more information about the reception,
or for reservations, call 612-341-3302.

Former volunteer Rick Sollom is serv-
ing as an OAS human rights monitor
for six months in Haiti. The OAS and
the UN are jointly sponsoring a moni-
toring effort throughout Haiti to docu-
ment the current status of human rights.
The monitoring effort is part of in-
creased international diplomatic efforts
to restore the constitutional govern-
ment to Haiti. ®

Employment Opportunity

Amnesty International is seeking a
Researcher based in London to inves-
tigate human rights violations in South
East Asia. Candidates must have
knowledge of Myanmar, Cambodia or
Vietnam. Good English and fluency in
relevant South East Asian languages
are essential and a knowledge of rel-
evant political and legal systems is
highly desirable. Applicationdeadline
is May 14, 1993. For information
contact Personnel Office, Amnesty In-
ternational, International Secretariat,
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 8DJ,
UK, telephone 44 (071)837-3805. 1
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Volunteer Night

Volunteer Night is an opportunity for
people to assist with a variety of projects
in our office one evening a month.
Projects will not require a law (or
college) degree and may include orga-
nizing files, clipping news articles,
preparing mailings, etc.

Volunteer Night is the first Wednesday
of each month from 5-7pm at the Min-
nesota Advocates office in downtown
Minneapolis. Please call Cynthia at
612-341-3302 for more information. M

Tibet Volunteers Needed

The Tibetan Mentorship Project will
matching a volunteer with one or more
Tibetans who are re-settling in Minne-
sota. The Mentors will assist the
Tibetans in securing jobs and accessing
training and education to utilize their
talents and skills. This program is
designed to ensure the Tibetan’s con-
tinued self-sufficiency when their fami-
lies begin arriving.

Mentors will have a minimum six-
month commitment. No special knowl-
edge is needed to make a difference in
the lives of the Tibetans. The
Mentorship Committee is collecting
information on employment, financial
aid, and training resources to assist the
Mentors and the Tibetans.

Being a Mentor would involve weekly
support and problem solving by phone
or in person with the Tibetans, It may
also include: making initial telephone
calls for interviews; providing or ar-
ranging transportation; accompanying
and following up with Tibetans to
meetings/interviews with financial aid
or employment counselors.

Forinformation about this project please
call Vicki Kunerth, 612-721-0026 or
Marge Knutsen, 612-370-8714.8



Advocates to Assist
U.N. Commission of
Experts

As the full extent of the violence and
horror in former Yugoslavia becomes
clear, support for an international re-
sponse to the situation grows increas-
ingly stronger. The need for such a
response is readily apparent. Conser-
vative estimates suggest that over
100,000 people have been killed and
tens of thousands are missing in Bosnia
and Herzegovina alone. Over 1.5
million people have been driven from
their homes by the conflict, and it is
estimated that between 20,000 and
50,000 women have been systemati-
cally raped as part of the “ethnic cleans-

ing” in former Yugoslavia. The inter- .

national community is beginning to
recognize its obligation to hold those
responsible accountable for their ac-
tions.

In October 1992, the United Nations
Security Council established a Com-

mission of Experts to investigate viola-
tions of international humanitarian law
in former Yugoslavia. However, the
Commission has limited staff and re-
sources with which to fulfill its broad
mandate. As a result, the Commission
is relying upon the assistance and sup-
port of nongovernmental organizations
such as Minnesota Advocates. One of
the Commission members, Professor
M. Cherif Bassiouni of DePaul Univer-
sity College of Law, previously con-
sulted with Minnesota Advocates on
our investigation of human rights in
Saudi Arabia. Professor Bassiouni, the
Special Rapporteur on Data Gathering
and Analysis for the Commission, has
now requested that Minnesota Advo-
cates assist the Commission in its work
by gathering and analyzing all available
media reports relevant to alleged war
crimes in former Yugoslavia,

The Minnesota Advocates War Crimes
Project is a critical component of the
Commission’s work. Minnesota Ad-
vocates will compile a database and
hard copy collection of media reports

War Crimes Project

concerning the conflict in former Yu-
goslavia. After compiling the data-
base, Minnesota Advocates will ana-
lyze the information and report to the
Commission of Experts on that infor-
mation. The War Crimes Project will
provide the Commission with docu-
mentary information necessary to pro-
ceed with their investigation and com-
plete their report to the U.N. Security
Council. This information will help
provide the impetus for establishing a
United Nations War Crimes Tribunal
and ensuring that those guilty of war
crimes will be called on to answer for
their actions,

Because the mandate of the Commis-
sion of Experts expires in July, the War
Crimes Project must be completed as
soon as possible. We need your help.
Please fill out and return the response
card provided below along with your
contribution to the Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights War Crimes
Project. Your contribution will be tax
deductible so be as generous as pos-
sible. Thank you for your support for
this important project.®

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights War Crimes Project Contribution

Please return this form with your contribution to the War Crimes Project. Your donation is tax deductible so

please be as generous as possible.

Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of:

$25

Name

$50 __$100

__$200

Other $

Firm/Organization

Address

Telephone

Fax

Please make checks payable to Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights and mail to:

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights War Crimes Project
400 Second Avenue South, Suite 1050, Minneapolis, MN 55401 U.S.A.
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