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10th Annual Human Rights Awards Dinner --
Protecting Our World's Children: Unlocking the spirit of
peace, dignity, tolerance & freedom

Childhood for some children is a time
when basic needs and security are
provided by adults, giving children
time for the play and games which
help them prepare for aduithood. But
the estimated 100 million children liv-
ing on the streets of our world’s cities
and the 35,000 children who die each
day from poverty-induced malnutri-
tion and disease seldom experience a
day of play. For these fragile mem-
bers of our global village, childhood is

These two children’s advocates will
be honored for their work at the Tenth
Annual Human Rights Awards Din-
ner on Tuesday, July 26 at the Minne-
apolis Hilton.

UNICEF has been saving children’s
lives since its establishment in 1946.
What began as a relief fund to bring
needed food and medicine to Europe’s
innocent children suffering the after-
math of World War II, has become a

“...these long-victimized children are becoming aware of
theirhuman rights and demanding protection...”

an endless game of survival: an at-
tempt to win over hunger, disease
and violence to live another day. 1t is
a game with tough odds. But the odds
are improved through the mterven-
tion of individuals and organizations
working to guarantee children’s ba-
sic rights.

James P. Grant, the executive di-
rector of the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and
Movimento Nacional de Meninos
e Meninas de Rua (National Move-
ment of Street Children), are two
such forces working to protect the
rights of our world’s children.

voluntarily-funded organization sav-
ing the lives of children in 137 devel-
oping countries.

Under the direction of James Grant,
executive director since 1980,
UNICEF's focus has turned to low-
cost, high-impact programs capable
of reaching and saving a large num-
ber of children. These wide-reaching
programs are helping UNICEF achieve
Grant's goal of saving half of the 35,000
children who die every day from pre-
ventable or curable diseases.

Grant’s commitment to promoting
children’s health and human rights

combined with his programs of relief
and education are having a measur-
able impact. UNICEF is succeeding
in saving the lives of more than 4
million children a year.

As UNICEF and James Grant work
to provide the health needs of chil-
dren, many organizations throughout
the world are working to promote the
safety and human rights of children
living on the streets.

Street children struggle to survive in
every country, but more than half of
the world’s 10 million street children
live in Latin America -- causing the
escalation of these children’s prob-
lems in many Latin American coun-
tries. In Brazil the “extermination”
of street children has become part of
everyday life in larger cities, making
the existence of Brazilian groups like
Movimento Nacional de Meninos e

Meninas de Rua (MNMMR), vital to

Continued on page 6
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Director's Desk & Thank Yous

From the Director's Desk

My daughter and her kindergarten friends have begun a “Save the Earth”
club, complete with posters featuring the globe, and work gloves for
picking up trash in the park. These children are so intent on protecting the
environment that they brush their teeth by using a small cup of water to
save on that precious commodity.

Given the chance, children will begin to take steps at an early age to
protect their rights and their world. Our goal should be to give them that
chance, through health, safety, education and recreation.

I am delighted that our special tenth anniversary human rights dinner will
recognize work being done to protect children internationally. Volunteers
of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights are doing their part to involve
children in the effort to protect their rights and their world. Over 150
volunteers pow participate in Partners in Human Rights Education,
teaching and working with over 3,700 children on principles of tolerance and
respect for human rights.

At the dinner on July 26, we will honor James Grant, director of UNICEF, who
has been intervening on behalf of children around the world for over 13 years.
Despite the overwhelming nature of UNICEF’s work, Grant has been a
tireless advocate on behalf of the health, well-being and rights of children,
speaking out to protect children even when it has been unpopular to do so -
- like in the Persian Gulf war. It must be gratifying that children Grant’s agency
saved with its oral rehydration salts and other broad-based strategies back in
1980 are now inching toward adulthood, and responsibility for their own
children.

Our other award recipient, National Movement of Street Children of
Brazil, will offer a “from the streets” perspective on the problems of poor
children. More than three street children a day are killed or disappeared
in Brazil, often by “exterminators” hired to “clean up” the commercial
National Movement of Street Children
of Brazil is acting up to protect the lives of these vulnerable children.

areas haunted by these children.

Please come to the Tenth Annual dinner on July 26 and celebrate heroes
of children's rights. It will be the beginning of our own “Save the Earth”
club. This time, we’ll work on protecting children wherever we find them

-~ in our community, in our pation and the world.

Thank You!

Minnesota Advocates thanks the fol-
lowing Spring semester interns for their
invaluable contributions to the organi-

zation:

Samita Ananthan

Karl Bach

Jenny Beltman

Lucie Bendova

Lina Benedictsson

Jane Blokhus

Yannik Bondeau

Alejandro Caffarelli

Greg Card

Sandra Conroy-
Milloy

Patty First

Sara Gurwitch

Ilean Her

Alex Hortis

Lori Johnson

Gavin Kearney

Lisa Kois

Elizabeth Makonnen

Shari Mleczewski
Barbara Plantiko
Jennifer Prestholdt
Brian Ritchie
Shannon Rolf
Laura Sane
Cherie Shoquist
William Silcott
Keith Slack
Jenny Stohl

Ogi Todorova
John Tonsager
Ann-Marie Trost
Michael Trucano
Laura Walvoord
Brent Wartner
Abigail Wertz
Kimberly Wick B
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UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child

The Convention on the Rights of the
Child was approved by the United
Nations General Assembly on 20 No-
vember 1989 and entered into force
as international law on 2 September
1990. The Convention in an interna-
tional human rights treaty which sets
the standard for the protection and
welfare of all children worldwide.
This means that when governments
ratify it, they are formally indicating
their agreement to respect the rights
it contains and their acceptance of all
the obligations involved. By the
middle of February 1994, 155 coun-
tries had ratified the Convention and
an additional 16 had signed it, signify-
ing their intention to ratify. UNICEF
has called for universal ratification
by 1995. This goal was further rein-
forced by the Final Declaration and
Program of Action adopted by the
Second World Conference on Hu-
man Rights, held in Vienna, Austria,
14-25 June 1993, with the United
States supported.

However, the United States has yet
to sign or ratify the Convention on the
Rights of the Child even though, if
ratified, the UNCRC could set the
standard for U.S. social policy in terms
of providing for the well-being of chil-
dren. In order for the U.S. to ratify the
treaty, it must be signed by the Presi-
dent and approved by at least 67 Sena-
tors. Senate Resolution 70, which
calls upon the President to sign the
Convention and submit it to Congress,
in early March 1994 had 48 signato-
ries with strong bi-partisan support.

[from ICCB News, a newsletter of
the International Catholic Child Bu-
reau, Inc., No. 1 at p. 9 (1994)] &

Children & Human Rights

Partners in Human Rights Education to Produce Program
for Children's Radio with Maslon Law Firm

Partners in Human Rights Education
will work with Radic AAHS (AM
1280) to produce on air radio pro-
gramming geared toward children
ages 5-11. The law firm of Maslon,
Edelman, Borman & Brand will pro-
vide funding to produce a program
“In the Spirit of Peace” to the air-
waves. “In the Spirit of Peace” will
consist of twelve two minute spots
focusing on the rights of children in-
ternationally. The substantive frame-
work for the programming is the
United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, including the fol-
lowing rights

1) the right to equality regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, nationality
or social origin;

2) the right to develop physically and
mentally in a healthy manner;

3) the right to a name and nationality;
4) the right to adequate nutrition, hous-
ing and medical services;

5) the right to special care, if handi-
capped;

6) the right to love, understanding and
protection;

7) the right to free education, to play
and recreation;

8) the right to be among the first to
receive relief in times of disaster;
9) the right to protection against all
forms of neglect, cruelty and exploi-
tation;

10) the right to be brought up in a spirit
of tolerance, peace and universal
humanity.

The Radio AAHS programming is an
outgrowth of the successful project,
Partners in Human Rights Education,
which was initiated in spring 1992 as
an educational outreach program to
teach fundamental human rights to
children. By establishing partnerships
with local teachers and lawyers, cur-
riculum covering all aspects of hu-
man rights, including civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights,
is being brought to more than 75 class-
rooms and over 3,700 students.

“Volunteer teachers have given stu-
dents a creative interactive opportu-
nity to discuss human rights while
learning about children in situations
far different from theirs around the
world and in their own community,”

continued on page 7

PIHRE volunteer attorney Festus Okoye of Nigeria working with students in Ken Simon's

9th grade class at the St. Paul Academy in St. Paul, MN.

MinnesotaAdvocates for Human Rights






