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Goldstone Makmg Hlstory w1th War Crimes Prosecutlons

Justice Richard G(")‘liills}tone

"One wonders who wouldn 'i.h,ave a
commitment to prosecuting those who are
responsible for the world's worst ci'imes. "

Justice Richard Goldstone
March 23 1996, University of Notre Dame

With the ﬁrst actual trial about to begin in The Hague,

all eyes are on the International War Crimes Tribunal
- and the work of its Chief Prosecutor, Justice Richard
Goldstone of South Africa. The prosecution will make
itsfirstcase before a three- Judge panel againsta Bosnian

- Serb, Dusko Tadic, who is accused of ordering the
* castration and murder of Muslim and Croatian‘inmates
-during mid-1992 at the notorious Omarska prison camp.

The trial has much larger significance, of course, than
administering justice in the case of one individual. Itis
the first war crimes case before an international tribu-
nal since leaders of Germany and Japan were tried after
World War II. Will the international commumty suc-
ceed at convicting the most serious war criminals in
recent genocidal conflicts, or will the effort be seen as .-
a weak attempt to pass off the blame for these atrocities
onto some low level criminals? Up until now, the
answer to that question has rested in large part on the
shoulders of one individual, Rlchard Goldstone -

vGoldstone, took over as prosecutor of the Tnbunal in

July 1994 after the Venezuelan Attorney General origi-
nally appointed resigned to take another position with
his government. Interested observers breathed a col-
lective sigh of relief at Goldstone’s appointment; he

| was already well known and highly respected for his
investigations into some of South Africa’s mostexplo- .-

sive political crimes. B . 2
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Director's Desk

From the Director's Desk

Why all this interest in prosecuting war criminals? What does it have to do with
us?

Well, let me ask you this. How do you feel when you pick up the newspaper first
thing in the morning to headlines that thousands of civilians -- mostly women and
children-- are being killed, raped and tortured in some far off country simply
because of their ethnic origin? Maybe you have this reaction: “I feel sick,
disgusted and helpless to do anything about it; I am going to turn to the sports
section.” Or maybe this one: “Why doesn’t somebody do something to put a
stop to this?” Or, perhaps, this one: “I swear, the human race is really screwed

up. How long will we keep saying ‘never again’ and doing nothing?”.

As long as the world’s worst criminals can massacre at will, they will do it. As
long as we believe that we are helpless to do anything to stop them, we are.

Justice Richard Goldstone is one man who has made a difference by using his
personal integrity and talent to help turn the tide against apartheid in his native
country of South Africa and, as chief prosecutor for the U.N., by naming war
criminals in former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. Using his political savvy and legal
Jjudgment, Goldstone has kept the world’s attention on the criminals. He has
directly averted attempts by negotiators to deal away justice. He has not shied
away from implicating the powerful.

Weare very proud to show him our gratitude in person at this year’s awards dinner
on June 3.

Looking beyond the ad hoc tribunal, we now have a chance to give meaning to
“never again,” by establishing a permanent, independent, international criminal
court. Such a court could prosecute war criminals wherever they are found. We
have been talking about this court for 50 years; we shouldn’t let the opportunity
to make it happen escape us.

Needless to say, some world leaders, including our own, shiver at the idea of
opening up an opportunity to bring charges againstindividuals for war crimes. An
international criminal court, however, would only take jurisdiction once a
defendant’s own national courts proved unwilling or unable to try a case.
Indictments would only be issued for the most serious offenses, such as
genocide. All procedural safeguards would apply.

The U.S. government is giving its tentative support to the court, but only with a
political leash on the prosecutor. The U.S. is calling for all indictments to be
approved by the U.N. Security Council -- an obvious step to undermine the
independence of the court.

Next time, instead of turning to the sports page, pick up your pen or phone and
contact your representatives in Washington to let them know you support the
establishment of an international criminal court -- without restriction. After all,
in the words of Justice Goldstone, “One wonders who wouldn 't have a commit-
ment to prosecuting those who are responsible for ghe world’s worst crimes.” ®
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THE TWELFTH ANNUAL

HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS DINNER

ll/oiceé o/ JuS tiCe

MONDAY, JUNE 3RD, | 996

RECEPTION AT 4:30 P.M. WITH DINNER & AWARDS CEREMONY AT 6:30 P.M.

Anoring:

&arring:

®  MINNEAPOLIS HILTON GRAND BALLROOM

JUSTICE RICHARD J. GOLDSTONE,

CHIEF PROSECUTOR FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR FORMER YUGOSLAVIA
AND RWANDA

Lou BELLAMY, DIRECTOR, PENUMBRA THEATRE

mudic éy.- GREATER TWIN CITIES YOUTH SYMPHONIES

DRrR. WiLLIAM LARUE JONES, DIRECTOR
Jdrtiatic_/daﬁziaor: PHILIP BRUNELLE
madler o/ Cenemonied: Rick KupcHeLLA, KARE | | News

TICKETS ARE ONCE AGAIN $ | 25 EACH. YOUR INVITATION IS IN THE MAIL.
CALL ANNIE AT 34 1-3302 To RSVP. VISA/MC ACCEPTED.

MINNESOTA

The Planned Giving Partners Program
is for contributors who have included Minnesota
Advocates in a bequest or other future gift.

Through thoughtful financial planning,
you can conserve and maximize personal resources
while ensuring the future of
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights.

If you have already made a planned gift
to Minnesota Advocates, included Minnesota
Advocates in your will, or would like more infor-
mation about Minnesota Advocates Planned Giving
Partners, please let us know by calling
Curt Peterson, CFRE, at 612-341-3302.

"Become an Advocates Member..."

Yes, I'want to help prevent human rights abuses
with my year end donation of ...
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Q $250 Protector |
U $150 Defender i
U $100 Friend |
O $75 Basic Membership I
(J $40 Student/Seniors I
QU$  Other :
|

|

|

|

Name
| Address
] City/State/Zip
| Telephone — (am) ——— (p.m.)]
i I

i Thank You Very Much |
I Contributions are tax deductible as specified by law. |
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