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Celebratlon Draws 500 Women

More than 500 women attended anesota Advocates'
Second Annual International Women’s Day Celebra-
tion on March 8 at William Mitchell College of Law.
The event brought together women from Minnesota’s
diverse communities to celebrate both their common
experiences and their differences. The theme for this
year’s event was inter-generational issues in diverse

| communities. '

The event opened with a panel discussion with six
women of different ages representing the Jewish,
Native American and Vietnamese communities.

" Panelists discussed their struggles and shcc_eSses at
Above: Pane ists (fl’ om Eﬁ to right) DOttle WhIPP e, Denise different stages in their lives. The panel was moder-
Estey Bond, Linda /\/]ack Rogs Debora Rappaport Ngo Pham  ated by Lina Fruzzetti, a native of Eritrea and a Profes-
and Anh Thu Pham durmg the plenary session of International ~ sor of AmhroPOlOgY at Brown University. . '

Women's Day.

Dottie Whlpple a family advocate at the anesota
_ Indian Women’s Resource Center, and member of the
Dakota trlbe began the panel discussing some of the
changes in women’s roles in the Native American
community, emphasizing that women aré increasing in
profile as time passes and many are now serving as
tribal “Chairpersons.” She also mentioned the
importance of respect for elders within Natlve Ameri-
‘¢an tribes.

Denise Estey Bond amember of the Ojibwe tribe, is
chemical health coordinator at the Minnesota Indian
Women’s Resource Center. She dlscussed the
resurgence of spirituality within the lives of Native
Americans and mentioned the importance placed on
extended family 'within the tribal communities.’

e Linda Mack Ross an mdependent d1ver51ty consult-
‘DIPGnkGr MUkherjee and Meena NGtGrGjGn (both dressed in ant, grew up ln North aneapo]ls Her grandparents

black) lead a session on creative expression through cross- were Jewish i lmmlgrants from Ru551a Linda discussed
~.cultural theater. They are founders of Pangea World Theater S See CELEBRA TION on page 4
; and both performed trad/t/onal street theater in India.. Insi de:
Dipankar is also a M/nnesota Advocates board memeber. . ’
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Minnesota Advocates Selects
New Management Team

Minnesota Advocates is pleased to announce its new leadership team. Jack
Rendler has been hired as Executive Director and Nancy Arnison has been
appointed Director of Policy and Programs.

Rendler comes to Minnesota Advocates after a twelve-year career with Amnesty
International where he served in a variety of posts. He also worked with UNICEF
in Zaire assisting in the resettlement of children orphaned by the 1994 genocide
in Rwanda. Jack has served on the boards of International Alert, Children's
Rights International and the Children's Project of Human Rights Watch. He also
brings expertise in fundraising and organizational development.

Nancy Arnison has served as Deputy Director of Minnesota Advocates since
1992 and brings extensive experience in international human rights law and
program development. Before coming to Minnesota Advocates, Arnison was
Program director at Physicians for Human Rights in Boston and a lawyer with
Briggs and Morgan in Minneapolis. In her new role as Director of Policy and
Programs, Arnison will be able to devote greater time to the substantive areas of
Minnesota Advocates' programming.

Jack Rendler Named
Executive Director

It is a great honor to have been chosen to
lead Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. I have a strong sense that we
have made a good match -- that the work
of Minnesota Advocates will benefit from
my experience and that I will be inspired
and enriched by the work of Minnesota
Advocates.

My first concern for human rights came from work with homeless, addicted,
disturbed adolescents and children in Boston and northern California; the rights
of children have remained crucial to my human rights understanding and action.
Protecting and promoting the rights of children and of indigenous peoples have
been fundamental to my twenty years with Amnesty International. Twelve of
those years were spent on staff, first building AI's presence in the west, then
orchestrating the U.S. contribution to international campaigns. I have had the
opportunity to work with human rights activists and groups in Nepal and
Thailand, Tunisia and Morocco, Trinidad and Guyana. In the summer of 1994,
under the auspices of UNICEF, I was responsible for receiving, treating, and
resettling 15,000 children escaping into Zaire from the genocidal conflict in
Rwanda. Nothing remotely like this should happen to children. It should not
happen to anyone. It simply should not happen.

I sought to work for Minnesota Advocates for several reasons. Minnesota
Advocates has a solid and consistent thirteen-year record of excellence in
human rights investigation and advocacy. In London, Geneva, and New York,

continued on next page
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Minnesota Advocates is often cited as a model for its
capacity and efficacy. Minnesota Advocates works on the
cutting edge of the human rights movement. While recogniz-
ing the importance of continued effort to prevent imprison-
ment, torture, and killing by governments, Minnesota
Advocates has responded to emerging patterns of abuse:

Minnesota Advocates has always recognized
that the protection of human rights
is not only for other societies: it depends upon
community action and constituencies of concern
in Minneapolis, in the Midwest and in the United States

ethnic conflict, the role of women as leaders and as targets,
violations of basic economic, social and cultural rights.
Perhaps most important, Minnesota Advocates has always
recognized that the protection of human rights is not only for

- other societies: it depends upon community action and
constituencies of concern in Minneapolis, in the Midwest
and in the United States. Minnesota Advocates has at-
tracted a talented staff, a prestigious Board, and many
committed volunteers. It has always been able to do far more
than its size would suggest.

It will be my profound pleasure to guide Minnesota Advo-
cates to its next level of organizational strength and capacity.
Minnesota Advocates is justifiably well-regarded in Minne-
sota, at the U.N. and in Geneva. It is perhaps time for
Minnesota Advocates to play a larger role in the construc-
tion of a national constituency of concern for human rights

and the advocacy of national policy in Washington. Such a

constituency will not be built without an increased emphasis
on human rights education in all its manifestations. Women
seem destined to bear an ever increasing burden, as protec-
tors and activists, targets and survivors, refugees and
leaders; the work of Minnesota Advocates women’s program
will have to be strengthened to keep pace. Over the next two
years, Minnesota Advocates cannot fulfill its mission unless
it brings its unique capacity to bear on the most crucial
human rights wounds of our time: China; ethnic conflicts
which threaten to erupt into mass killings; Central Africa;
race and immigration in America. Tall orders. Within two
years Minnesota Advocates should have augmented its
already considerable capacity with sufficient resources,
activists, and public support to tackle such challenges.

I hope that everyone who reads this feels the right and the
responsibility to participate in the composition and implemen-
tation of the Minnesota Advocates action agenda. Your
guidance would be especially welcome at this time of
transition. Your thoughts and advice will always be honored
and respected.

It is very exciting to be moving to Minnesota with its
reputation for individual responsibility and community
activism. It is a distinct privilege to be entrusted with the
leadership of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights. I am
delighted to be here and look forward to working with you.
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1 Third Annual Meeting
Most Successful Yet

Minnesota Advocates’ Third Annual Meeting was the
successful launching point for the Child Labor Campaign.
About 100 people -- many of whom had not been involved
with Minnesota Advocates previously -- attended the
meeting held on March 6 at the Minnesota CLE Center.

Pharis Harvey, Executive Director of the International Labor
Rights Fund, was the keynote speaker. The meeting was
also a first opportunity for Minnesota Advocates’ members
to meet new Executive Director Jack Rendler.

Thanks to the Minnesota CLE Center for donating the nse
of the space. The CLE Center also taped Pharis Harvey’s
presentation and provided Minnesota Advocates with five
copies. If you are interested in borrowing this video
contact Annie at 341-3302.

Child Labor Campaign Continues

Minnesota Advocates hosted an Information and Action
Working Session on the topic of child labor on April 2.
Three people joined a number of staff members to discuss
what initiatives could be taken locally to impact child labor.
While no concrete action steps have been chosen, the
group has decided to continue meeting and working on the
issue. Please contact Kristi Rudelius-Palmer at the Partners
in Human Rights Program at 626-0041 if you would like to
join this group.

TAKE ACTION!

As promised, Minnesota Advocates has created a TAKE
ACTION packet on the topic of child labor. The materials
include three background articles on child labor, numerous
one-page summaries of local, national and international
campaigns, and a resource list. Please contact the Minne-
sota Advocates office if you are interested in receiving a
packet.

Minnesota Advocates has also created a poster featuring a
photograph taken by David Parker. The poster asks the
question, “Who Pays the Price of Child Labor?” The
photo on the poster shows a child looking through a rug
on a loom. Posters are available for $5 plush shipping and
handling. When you purchase a poster you are automati-
cally registered for a chance to win the original signed print
of the photo.
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