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Mexican Human Rights Investigation Expands to Judiciary

Minnesota Advocates Legal Fellow
Sarah DeCosse and Legal Intern Andres
Sanfuentes recently returned from
Mexico where they conducted field
research on the Mexican judiciary and
its role in protecting human rights. To
date, no international human rights
organizations or Mexican groups have
published any report about the respon-
sibility of the judiciary for human rights
violations. Given the enormous num-
bers of Mexican human rights viola-
tions (some 9,000 of which have been
reported to the National Human Rights
Commission), MAHR identified the
Jjudiciary as a fundamental element in
greater human rights protections.

To carry out the mission, Sanfuentes
was based in Mexico for four weeks
and DeCosse for two weeks. They
worked with fifteen human rights or-
ganizations in Mexico City and in the
states of Tamaulipas, Morelos, San
Luis Potosi, Oaxaca and Chiapas.

The foundation of the project was a set
of 47 human rights cases in which
misconduct of the judiciary was present.
With 64 human rights organizations
and lawyers as contacts, in August San
fuentes and DeCosse began sending
letters requesting information on the
cases and additional background on
the judiciary. The team then selected
sites where information was accessible

thanks to the collaboration of local
human rights organizations.

Sanfuentes, a Chilean lawyer and in-
tern at Minnesota Advocates since
June of 1993, conducted extensive
legal research on the judiciary. He
reviewed the Mexican Constitution,
Mexican Criminal Procedural Codes,
the Organic Laws of the Judiciary and
the Attorney’s General Office, the Stat-
ute of the Responsibility of Civil Ser-
vants, and the Amparo Law (amparo is
the only mechanism for constitutional
review provided by Mexican law). He
also studied relevant international hu-
man rights standards regarding the in-
dependence of the judiciary. His draft
statement of the pertinent law was
reviewed by several prominent Mexi-
can jurists during the mission.

With the assistance of local human
rights groups, the team collected infor-
mation on approximately forty cases
where judicial dependence or miscon-
duct was explicitly or implicitly present.
In addition, DeCosse and Sanfuentes
obtained interviews with eight judges,
at both the local and federal level, with
several attorneys at the Federal Attor-
ney General’s office, and with public
defenders and prosecutors. They also
visited five prisons, where they were
able to conduct interviews with in-
mates and observe conditions.

This latest mission to Mexico was
successful not only in allowing the
team to collect an abundance of infor-
mation and deepen their understanding
of the Mexican judicial system and
criminal procedure, butalso in strength-
ening the ties between Minnesota Ad-
vocates and several Mexican human
rights organizations. The Mexican
groups were extremely welcoming and
helpful, and expressed their interest in
continued collaboration with Minne-
sota Advocates.

Sanfuentes and DeCosse are presently
drafting a report on the judiciary and
the protection of human rights, which
will be printed in January in Spanish
and then translated into English, @
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Newsnotes

Legal Fellow Jim Coy and Board mem-
ber Peggy Hicks provided a back-
ground briefing on their Minnesota
Advocates mission to Kosovo for Pro-
fessor Rudiger Wolfrum, who re-
cently spent six weeks as a visiting
professor at the University of Minne-
sota Law School. Professor Wolfrum
is a member of the United Nations
Committee on Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD), and will be a
member of a three-person CERD me-
diation delegation that will be sent to
Kosovo later this month.

The Mansfield Foundation in Minne-
apolis has approved a grant of $10,000
to support the work of the War Crimes
Project at Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights. This is the first grant
awarded to Minnesota Advocates by
the Mansfield Foundation.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication of
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, an

independent organization of lawyers and other
advocates committed to the impartial promo-
tionand protection of intemational humanrights.
The organization advocates against individual
human rights abuses, investigates human rights
conditionsin other countries, works tostrengthen
laws and institutions that protect human rights,
and educates the public about human rights.
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The General Service Foundation has
approved a grant of $25,000 to support
the Mexico Project at Minnesota Ad-
vocates for Human Rights. This grant
renews the partnership between Gen-
eral Service Foundation and Minne-
sota Advocates.

Deputy Director Nancy Arnison par-
ticipated in a workshop on anti-immi-
grant bias which was held in Fargo,
North Dakota.

Legal Fellow Sarah DeCosse was the
keynote speaker on the topic of human
rights in Haiti at the Amnesty Interna-
tional Regional Meeting on October
23. At the same meeting, Jim Coy
served on a panel which discussed
Bosnia and Jim Volling, Death Pen-
alty Defense Project Steering Commit-
tee member, addressed capital punish-
ment issues. Coy also served as a
moderator for a forum on indigenous
rights sponsored by the Centre for
Global Environmental Education at
Hamline University in St. Paul.

Minnesota Advocates co-sponsored an
event honoring Dith Pran. Pran re-
ceived a Minnesota Advocates Human
Rights Award in 1990.

Nancy Amison and Jim Coy presented
aseminar, “Human Rights: Local and
International Intervention,” to a group
of 15 Bosnian health professionals vis-
iting the Twin Cities.

Sarah DeCosse accompanied Father
Pablo Romo, a Mexican human rights
activist, when he testified before the
House Small Business Commiftee on
human rights conditions in Mexico.
The two also met with members of
Congress, Senate staffers and State
Department officials. While in Wash-
ington, DeCosse and Father Romo also
spoke at an event jointly sponsored by
Minnesota Advocates and the Wash-
ington Office on Latin America. B

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rigits

Legal Positions
Available in Albania

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights has been asked by the American
Bar Association’s Central and East
European Law Initiative (CEELI) to
suggest names of attorneys who are
interested in working as country liai-
sons in Albania. Two positions need to
be filled: a criminal law specialist
(prosecutorial or criminal defense ex-
perience preferred) who would work
with the albanian Attorney General’s
Office and a commercial law specialist
(experience in general business law
including background in areas such as
Jjoint ventures and privatization) who
would work with the Ministry of Trade.

Each position requires a minimum stay
of six months, with commitments ofup
to one year. Applicants should have a
minimum of five years experience in
the field. CEELI covers travel and
living expenses, but does not pay an
additional salary. As explained, the
placements are intended to be “break-
even” propositions. Please contact
Cynthia Breslauer at 612-341-3302 or
Peggy Hicks at 612-625-1868 if you
would like further information. B

Thank You!

Minnesota Advocates would like to
thank everyone who has contributed to
this year's Membership Campaign, and
to encourage those people who haven't
yet to send in their 1993 tax-deductible
contributions before December 31.

We greatly appreciate your generous
support now and throughout the year.
Remember, Minnesota Advocates
memberships also make wonderful gifts
for family , friends and colleagues.

If you have questions about member-
ship, please call Cynthia Breslauer at
612-341-3302. B



New Project to Study
Domestic Violence in
Eastern Europe

Domestic violence, increasingly rec-
ognized as a devastating human rights
abuse, occurs at astounding rates all
over the world. A recent United Na-

tions publication, Strategies for Con-

fronting Domestic Violence: A Re-
source_Manual focuses attention on

this insidious type of abuse. Minne-
sota Advocates is working to confront
domestic abuse with its project, Do-
mestic Violence in Eastern Europe.
The project focuses on Romania and
Albania where Minnesota Advocates
has extensive experience and many
contacts. Former staff member, Eliza-
beth Bruch, currently teaches human
rights law in Romania and works with
Minnesota Advocates on the project.
In a recent letter from Elizabeth, she
reports that domestic violence is “quite
widespread, but seldom discussed,
much less acknowledged or addressed
publicly”. One Romanian woman on
the committee reports that every Ro-
manian woman she knows has suffered
some kind of abuse in her home. Yet
we have been unable to locate one
shelter or hotline in all of Romania or
Albania.

We are pleased to have Ligia Vilcu, a
Romanian judge now studying at the
Humphrey Institute, and many local
experts on domestic violence, working
with Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights on the project. Minnesota has
been at the forefront of the battle against
domestic violence. It is our plan to
bring this local expertise to bear on the
problem in Eastern Europe. We wel-
come input from all Minnesota Advo-
cates members and others. Call Cheryl
Thomas at 612-341-3302 for more in-
formation about the Domestic Vio-
lence Project. ®

Death Penalty Defense
Project Update

The Death Penalty Defense Project
Steering Committee met throughout
the summer to develop plans for the
expansion of the Project. After meet-
ing with Bryan Stevenson, Director of
the Alabama Capital Representation
Resource Center, the Project has be-
gun efforts to recruit attorneys to handle
capital appeals in Alabams. Volun-
teers are also working to produce a
Death Penalty Defense Project news-
letter. Persons interested in receiving
this newsletter should contact Jim Coy
at 612-341-3302.

The Project provided Wisconsin State
Senator Lynn Adelman’s office with
recent cost benefit analyses showing
the ineffectiveness of the death penalty
both as a deterrent and as effective
punishment. Adelman quoted the ma-
terials extensively in committee, and
the death penalty bill was tabled before
it reached the floor. Some of the
materials sent were also quoted in an
article Adelman authored for the Wis-
consin Lawyer, November ‘93.

Recently, the Project provided back-
ground material for a forum on capital
punishment held at Macalester College
in St. Paul in November. The forum
featured a debate between Minnesota
Advocates board member and former
Hennepin County Attorney Tom John-
son and former Minneapolis Police
Chief Tony Bouza.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Projects

Philippines
Environmental Project

A group of volunteers is looking at
environmental contamination left at
two U.S. bases in the Philippines (Clark
Air Force Base and Subic Naval base).
The group is working with U.S. and
Philippines human rights and environ-
mental organizations to look at ways of
ensuring speedy and complete cleanup
of environmental contamipation at these
sites. Volunteer attorneys are needed
for this project.

If you are interested in participating in
the Philippines Environmental Project,
please attend a meeting on December 8
at 4 p.m. at the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, 520 Lafayette Road
North in St. Paul. If you cannot the
attend the meeting, please call David
MacDonald 612-291-1215, Paul Bloom
612-625-4711, or Placida Venegas 612-
297-8370. &






