HUMAN RIGHTS DAY EVENT WILL
FEATURE KHMER ARCHIVES PROJECT

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights will celebrate Human Rights
Day 1992 by commemorating the in-
stallation of the Khmer Peoples Archive
Projectasacollection of the Minnesota
Historical Society. A reception and
ceremony will take place on Thursday,
December 10, 1992 at 2:00 p.m. in the
Irvine Room of the Minnesota History
Center, 345 Kellogg Boulevard West
in 8t. Paul. The reception is free and
open to the public.

The Khmer Archive Project is a video-
taped record of the personal experi-
ences of survivors of the Khmer Rouge
genocide from 1975-79 in Cambodia.
Over the past year, through the support
of the Otto Bremer Foundation, volun-
teers from Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights conducted 15 oral his-
tories of Cambodians now living in
Minnesota, The narratives were re-
corded on videotape and English and
Khmer transcripts will accompany the
collection.
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According to Yoeuth Yan, a project
organizer, “Telling your personal story
is like carrying a basket of your painful
memories to the river’s edge and toss-
ing it in.”  Representatives of the
Minnesota Historical Society are also
enthusiastic about the project. “This
project will provide 4 major research
resource for the Khmer community
and for wider use by those seeking to
document the phenomenon of Asian
immigration to the United State,” says
Jim Fogerty, head of the Acquisitions
and Curatorial Department.

Besides the Minnesota History Center,
the Khmer Archive Project will be
housed in the St. Pau] and Rochester
public library systems. The collection
will be available for research and view-
ing by the general pubiic.

The December 10 reception will fea-
ture Cambodian food and traditional
Cambodian music. Guests will view
some short excerpts of the video narra-
tives. Representatives of Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights, the Refu-
gee and Immigrant Resource Center,
the Minnesota Historical Society and
the Otto Bremer Foundation will par-
ticipate in the installation ceremony. W
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Strengthening the
Minnesota-Texas Death
Penalty Connection

Uniqueand vital Minnesota-Texas links
have been forged over the past three
years by some 24 Death Penalty De-
fense Project attomeys from the Twin
Cities who have taken on the job of
representing six death row inmates
from the state of Texas. Those links
will grow even stronger in the upcom-
ing months, hopes Eden Harrington,
Director of the Texas Resource Cen-
ter, who comes to the Minneapolis
office of Faegre & Benson or Mon-
day, November 23 at 5:00 p.m. to
meet with attorneys and law students
interested in finding out how they can
get involved. Following Ms.
Harrington’s presentation, Jim Volling
of Faegre & Benson will host a recep-
tion.

Harrington comes to the Twin Cities at
a time of impending crisis in the de-
fense of a growing number of indi-
viduals facing execution in Texas. At
present, there are 370 inmates on death
row in Texas, by far the highest num-
ber in any state. Since 1976 when the
U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way
for states to reintroduce the death pen-
alty, Texas has also led the U.S. in
executions - 56 in total, 10 of which
took place this year. Almost twice as
many executions were scheduled this
year than last year.

continued on page 3

Victories in Louisiana

Death Penalty Defense Project Celebrates Two

See article on page 3




Newsnotes

The Minnesota Advocates welcome
Cindy Breslauer, who joined the staff
in November as Administrative Direc-
tor. Breslauer provided part time ad-
ministrative support for Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights since
January 1992 besides her full time
administrative position with Ebenezer
Caroline Center. She was formerly the
administrative assistant of Minnesota
Women Lawyers. Breslauer will be
responsible for membership recruit-
ment and volunteer coordination for
the Minnesota Advocates, in addition
to general support functions.

Executive Director Barbara Frey par-
ticipated in a two day conference on
“International Human Rights and For-
eign Policy” October 22-24, in Airlie,
Virginia. The conference was spon-
sored by the Stanley Foundation and
organized by Lance E. Lindblom of
the J. Roderick MacArthur Founda-
tion,

Minnesota Advocates Board Member
Peggy Hicks is part of the United
Nations training team working to teach
civil and political rights in Eastern
Europe this fall. In October, Hicks
spent a week in Bucharest, Romania
training police officials about interna-
tional human rights standards. In No-
vember, Hicks 1s spending two weeks
inTirana, Albania. Hicks, who directs
the Human Rights and Immigration
Clinic at the University of Minnesota
Human Rights Center, helped author
two reports by the Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights on human
rights in Albania.

On November 6, Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights provided train-
ing to a dozen volunteers on legal
services for Tibetan refugees. The
training session took place at Dorsey &
Whitney law firm. Karin Wentz,
John Lundquist, and Peter Yost pro-
vided interested volunteers with the

cultural and legal background neces-
sary to handle a case for a Tibetan
refugee.

Legal fellow Eric Rosenthal received
the Feldblum Award for legal writing
through Georgetown University Law
Center for his paper, "Mental Disabil-
ity Rights in International Human
Rights Law." This paper, which ex-
amines new United Nations standards
for the protection of people in mental
health systems, will be incorporated
into an article published in the Interna-
tional Journal of Law & Psychiatry
next Spring. The article will be co-
authored by Leonard §. Rubenstein,
director of the Mental Health Law
Project in Washington, D.C. Rosenthal
15 currently exploring the potential
application of these new U.N. stan-
dards to the conditions of people in
psychiatricinstitutions in Uruguay and
the Philippines. Volunteers on these
projects, particularly Spanish speakers
and mental health professionals, are
welcome and should contact Eric
Rosenthal at 341-3302, &

The Human Rights Qbserver is a publication of
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, an
independent organization of lawyers and other
advacales conumitted 1o the impartial promo-
tion and protection of intemational humanrights,
The orgamzalion advecates against individual
humanrights abuses, investigates human rights
conditionsinother countrics, workstostrenglhen
laws and institutions that protect uman rights,
and educates the public about human rights.
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Workers unloading a shipment of donated US wheat in Mombassa, Kenya before
it is transported to Somalia. For more information on Somalia, see page 4.



Two victories for the
Death Penalty Defense

Project

Sullivan v. Louisiana Goes
to the US Supreme Court;
Habeas Corpus Relief
Granted in Loyd v. Whitley

Minnesota attorneys won two impor-
tant victories this month on behaif of
clients on death row in Louisiana. The
U.S. Supreme Court granted certiorari
in Sullivan v. Louisiana, a case brought
by Tamara Byram, William Keppel,
Michael Wahoske and Christopher
Riley of Dorsey & Whitney, Karen
Fairbairn of Holiday Companies, and
Louisiana local counsel John Reed.

In the Fifth Circuit, death row tnmate
Alvin Scott Loyd won habeas corpus
relief and a right to rehearing on his
death sentence. In Loyd, Minnesota
attorneys demonstrated to the federal
court that their client had received
ineffective assistance of counsel in the
sentencing face of his trial. The Loyd
case 1s now in the very capable hands of
Tohn Getsinger and Jim Bertrand of
Leonard, Street & Deinard. David
Schultz, who also worked on the case
at Leonard Street, is now at the Minne-
sota Attorney General’s office and
hopes to continue working with the
Death Penalty Defense Project on one
of the new cases we are putting to-
gether this autumn.

The far reaching impact of the top
grade legal representation Minnesota
that attorneys bring to death penalty
defense is vividly clear as the U.S.
Supreme Court considers John
Sullivan’s case. Eight months ago
Sullian’s defense team won a signifi-
cant victory when the Louisiana Su-
prewme court agreed that Sullivan's trial
attorney had been ineffective at the
sentencing phase. Asaresult, Suilivan
was granted a re-sentencing hearing.
The defense refused to let il go at that.
They petitioned the U.S. Supreme
Court to review the Louisiana Supreme
Court’s decision that the judge’s erro-
neous jury instructions can be subject

Death Penalty Defense Project

to a “harmless error” analysis. By
attaining Supreme Court review, the
defense team has obtained the possibil-
ity of an entirely new trial for Sullivan,

In addition to the relief they may bring
to John Sullivan, the Suprems Court’s
decision in the case may have broad
effects on death row inmates and other
defendants in the criminal system. This
ruling will help define the “harmless
error” test -- the method by which
courts determine which of the inevi-
table errors occurring during a crimi-
nal trial will mandate a new trial -- for
all criminal trials. Currently, as the
prosecution argued, very few errors
necessitate a new trial. The Sullivan
case creates the possibility that the
Supreme Court will adopt a new test
for harmless error when constitution-
ally protected rights are at stake.

The case is set for oral argument before
the Supreme Court in February or
March. B

Minnesota-Texas Connection
continued from page 1

As the pace of new death sentences is
speeding up in Texas, 50 is the need for
pro bono assistance from Minnesota
attorneys. Texas does not provide legal
counsel to indigent inmates beyond
their initial appeal, so those on death
row face the possibility of execution
without representation - even though
legal avenues still exist that could keep
them alive. Few of the families of
those on death row can scrape together
the money needed to hire an attorney
for an appeal. A large number of
Inmates have mental disabilities and
cannot reach out for help on their own.
Most never received adequate legal
counsel in their original conviction
(Texas has no public defender system
and 1t puts @ low cap on fees thal
attorneys may receive who are ap-
pointed to represent indigent clients in
capital cases).

Harrington and thirteen other staff at-
torneys at the Texas Resource Center
do what they can to assure that as many
death row inmates as possible receive
adequate legal representation at the
appellate stage. The Resource Center
is currently representing 177 of 206
inmates on post-conviction appeals.
They seek pro bono legal counsel for
the others. But even with the help of
the Minnesota Death Penalty Defense
Project, as well as other individual
attorneys in Texas and other states,
there are currently 29 inmates without
counsel for post-conviction appeals.

The Death Penalty Defense Project
provides a pipeline (or more literally,
a lifeline) for Minnesota attorneys to
represent clients through the Texas and
other states, such as Louisiana. Even
attorneys with no specialized back-
ground in criminal law have been able
to make an enormous difference work-
ing together with the growing number
Minnesota attorneys who have death
penalty defense experience and with
the staff of resource centers in Texas
and Louisiana,

For attorneys who are not able commit
themselves to being part of a new
defense team, Harrington’s visitis par-
ticularly important. She will ex-
plain to attorneys how they can con-
trihute to the work of the Texas Re-
source Center by helping out with
“spot research™ onurgent cases. From
ourexperience, attorneys who start out
by valunteering a small amount of their
time to the Death Penalty Defense
Project often find their work so re-
warding that they become “hooked” -
and soon want o be a part of a team
with a client of its own. We are now
close to putting together at least one
new team of attorneys from Minneapo-
lis and St. Paul, and we hope to create
new defense teams in the upcoming
months. It you are interested in volun-
teermng ana death penal ty defense case,
conlact Eric Roseathal at 341-3302, =



Asylum News

Somali Diplomat Opens
Discussion Series

The Somalia Speaker Series cospon-
sored by MAHR and Faegre & Benson
opened on October 29 with two Somali
speakers - Ambassador Abdulrahim
Abby Farah, the former United Na-
tions Under-Secretary-General on Af-
rican Affairs and Amina Adan, poet
and author on women in Somalia and
professor of History at Orange Coast
College.

The Speaker Series has gathered top
Somalia experts from around the coun-
try to provide MAHR membersand the
public with an opportunity for in-depth
analysis and discussion on the Somalia
crists - its background, current propects,
short-term interventions and long-term
development. The experts come from
a wide variety of backgrounds within
Somalia, the U.N., the U.S. govern-
ment, non-governmental organizations
and academya. Their divergent per-
spectives are provocative and chal-
lenging.

Delving beneath the headlines, Am-
bassador Farah and Professor Adan
presented historical, political and cul-
tural antecedents to the current crisis
including an appraisal of the British
and Italian governments’ preparation
of their Somali colonies for self-rule;
the superpowers” active roles in arm-
ing former Somali dictator Mohammed
Siad Barre; and the pressures which
colonial and post-colonial governments
heaped upon the tribal system; and, the
void left by the destruction of tradi-
tional authority structures,

The November 9 session addresses the
question “What can be done?” and
presents opposing perspectives on hu-
manitarian intervention.

Those interested in learning more about
the Somali crisis are encouraged to
attend the upcoming sessions of the
Somalia Speaker Series.  On Friday,

November 13, Lois Richards, U.S.
AlID, leads a discussion concerning
long-term development and the U.S.
governiment’s role in humanitarian as-
sistance. On Friday, November 20,
Judge Edward Wilson and attorney
Gregory Balke will discuss their on-
site investigation of Somali refugees in
Kenyaand Gorse Ismail, former repre-
sentative of the UN High Couunis-
sioner for Refugees, will present the
plight of Somali refugees in Ethiopia.
The Speaker Series is held from noon
to 1:30 in the offices of Faegre &
Benson, 2300 Norwest Center, Min-
neapolis.  Lunch is provided. To
reserve a spot or to obtain more infor-
mation call Nancy Arnison at 341-
3302. @

Letter Writing
Request

OnJunel, 1992, the Minnesora Adva-
cates for Human Rights bestowed irs
human rights wward on Pedro Ruguoy,
Director of Radio Enriquillo, for ihe
station’s efforts 1o rransimir news ineo
the oppressed people in Hairi.  Since
his return to the Dominican Republic,
Ruquoy and Roadio Enriquillo have
suffered continuing threars for their
programming in Creole and recently
decided to suspend their transmission
of news into Hairi. The following are
excerpts of a recent leicer form Peero
Ruquoy.

"July 14 of this year, the Director
General of Teleconununications of the
Dominican Republic visited our sta-
tion to demand the suspension of all
programs in Creole language, includ-
ing music. After this shock, we began
to transmit a halt hour program two
times a day using a mixture of Creole
and Spamsh.  According to friends in
Haiti, this new program had a large

audience and increased the spirits of

organized groups in Maiti.  But the

pressure continued to build:"

"- September 29, we transmitted Presi-
dent Aristide's speech to the U.N. in
its original French. Radio Enriquillo
was practically the only station to trans-
mit the speech directly into Haiti. On
hearing their President, the Haitian
people were almost dancing in the
streets but the Apostolic Nuncio in the
Dominican Republiccomplained to the
Bishop of our region because Radio
Enriquillo had transmitted "a speech
$0 tnsolent” toward the Vatican."

"~ The director and other members of
the station were placed on the "danger-
ous persons” list for the visit of the
Pope."

“-The Bishop of the diocese communi-
cated that the head of telecorumunica-
tion was seriously thinking of return-
ing Radio Enriquille to an old fre-
quency to impede its ability to transmit
into Haiti."

"- During the visit of the Pope on
October 13, the Vicar General of the
Diocese attacked Radio Enriquille,
distancing it from the Church and
thereby putting it at the mercy of D.R.
authorities. "

“Analyzing all these facts, Radio
Enrtquillo considered it prudent to sus-
pend provisionally its transmission of
news loward Haiti. At this moment we
think the reasons that motivated us to
begin transmission in Creole continue
to be valid and we count on interna-
tLionat support to help us succeed in our
efforts to accompany the Haitian people
in their long journey toward democ-
racy. "

Respectful letters of support for Radio
Enriquillo should be sent to Dr. Joaquin
Balaguer, President of the Republic,
Sante Damingo, Dominican Republic;
and, Father Teofilo Castitto, Vicar
General of the Diocese of Barahona,
Tamaye, Dominean Republic. R



Kosovo

Minnesora Advocates for Humnan Rights
is investigating the human rights siru-
arion in Kosovo, a region of Serbia in
the former Yugoslavia. The project
will provide reliable reporiing on hu-
man rights abuses in Kosovo, analyze
the relevant international law and
policy of humanitarian intervention,
call public attention to the siruation
and provide policy makers with infor-
mation, analysis and recommendarions
on preventative straregies. This arricle
offers background informaiion on rhe
region. Voluneers interested in work-
ing on the Kosove projecr should con-
tact Nancy Arnison at 341-3302.

As a quick glance at the news reminds
us, the human rights situation through-
out what was formerly Yugoslavia is
extremely violent and complex these
days. Under the leadership of Marshall
Tito from 1945-1980, the many ethnic
groups that comprised Yugoslavialived
together in relative peace. In 1974,
Yugoslavia adopted a constitution
which gave the country a centralized
federal government and divided it into
six tepublics: Serbia, Croatia,
Slovenia, Bosma-Herzegovina,
Macedonia, and Montenegro. Kosovo
was established asan autonomous prov-
ince within the Republic of Serbia and
was allowed to form its own constitu-
tion and assembly.

After the death of Tito in 1980, ethnic
unrest began toemerge again. Finally,
in 1991 the governments of the indi-
vidual republics began undermining
the authority of the federal govern-
ment. OnJune25 of that year, Slovenia
and Croatia declared their indepen-
dence, and Serbia assuined the author-
ity of the federal government. The
result has been armed conflict between
the Serbs, Croats, and various other
ethnic groups, as the Serbs attempt to
extend their authority.  While condi-
tions m Croatia and Bosnia-
Herzegovina have received significant
media and public atlention, there has
been less focus on the volatile situalion
in Kosovo.

The province of Kosovo is about 90
percent ethnic Albanian, with the re-
maining population comprised mainly
of ethnic Serbs. The nft between the
ethnic Albanians and the Serbs in
Kosovo can be traced back to the year
1389, when the Serbs were defeated by
the Ottoman Turks near Pristina, the
present day capital of Kosovo. As a
result, most Serbs left Kosovo, which
was gradually repopulated by ethnic
Albanians. The Serbs still have strong
ties to Kosovo, considered by many to
be the “soul” of Serbia, and Serbs who
have left the area often accuse the
Albanians in Kosovo of repressing the
Serbian minority that remains in the
province.

The Serbian leader, Slobodan
Milosevic, has used this Serbian senti-
ment to justify extending their fight for
supremacy into Kosovo, resulting in
the further suppression of the ethnic
Albanians. Using the authority of the
federal government, the Serbs have
unposed a military state and suspended
the local povernment. The Serbian
government has violaled many basic
human rights, including: freedom of
speech and the press; freedomof peace-
ful assembly and associaticn; freedom
of movement within the country and
foreign travel; political rights such as
the right to change the government and
freedom from discrimination hased on
race, sex, religion, language and social
status.

Since 1980, Serbian police forces have
been responsible for over 100 deaths
and over 10,000 imprisonments of
Kosovars in response to the ethnic
Albanians’ ethnic and political expres-
sion. Since the Serbs suspended the
Kosovo's autonomy, there has been
increasing evidence of the mistreat-
ment of ethnic Albanians based on
their ethnicity, language, and other
cultural differences.  In 1989, when

the revocation of Kosovo's "autono-
mous” status led 10 peaceful protests in
Kosovo, Serbian police fired into the

continued on page 6

Human Rights
and the
Environment

Nearly 30 people attended the first
organizational meeting of the Minne-
sota Advocates’ new project on human
rights and the environment. There was
a general discussion of the problems of
the environment and its relation to
human rights. Thediscussion included
issues raised at the Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro and the study being
conducted by the United Natjons Sub-
Commission on Human Rights.

The group discussed possible areas of
involvement for Minnesota Advocates,
and decided to break into sub-groupsto
investigate these topics and report back
to the larger group. The following
sub-groups were established and con-
tact persons were asked to set up a
meeting to discuss issues in each area:

1) Definition of the right to a clean
environment and examination of hu-
man rights enforcement mechanisms
(contact person: Tom Johnson);

2) Environmental and human rights
issues involving Mexico, the North
American Free Trade Agreement, and
corporate responsibility (contact per-
sons: Peter Berrie and Eric Rosenthal);
3) Environmental equity - the disparate
impact of enforcement mechanisms on
the poor (contact person: Lee Pad-
dock);

4) Environment and human rights is-
sues aristng out of the Earth Summit
documents (contact person: Mark
Raabe); and,

5) Case studies of particular interna-
tional environmental and human rights
problems in specific countries (contact
person: David McDonald).

If you are interested in getting in-
volved in one of these small groups,
contact David McDonald, 223-6592
or Nancy Arnison,341-3302. A meet-
ing ol the entire group will be held
Weds., December 2 at 3 p.n. at Briggs
& Morgan, 2400 JDS Center, Minne-
apolis, W



Mexico

Minnesota Advocates sesks to re-es-
tablish its Mexico Committee to solicit
the input of members on our ongoing
Mexico Project. Spanish speakers are
particularly needed, but all members
are encouraged to join this new com-
mittee by contacting Eric Rosenthal at
341-3302.

Over the past five years, Minnesota
Advocates has established a strong
record of involvement as one of the
foremost advocates for the enforge-
ment of international human rights in
Mexico. The Advocates’ recent re-
port, Conquesr Continued, offered a
comprehensive report on human rights
conditions in Mexico's southern state
of Chiapas.

Minnesota Advocates' current work
focuses largely on the human rights
implications of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). This
work will provide volunteers the op-
portunity to help explore the relation
between human rights, international
trade, labor, and the environment. &

Human Rights
Education Project
Training Set

Volunteers interested in teaching inter-
national human rights principles to
high school students are invited to
attend a training session on Thursday,
December 3 from noon to 1:00 p.m. at
Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty & Bennett,
3400 City Center, Minneapolis. The
cost for the session is $10, including
lunch and .5 CLE credits. The pro-
gram will give essentials of interna-
tional human rights law and suggest
teaching methods.  Get involved in

your community. Call Brad Lehrman
at 885-0379 (or more details. B
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Volunteer
Opportunities

Unless otherwise indicated, informa-
tion on volunteer opportunities can be
obtained by contacting the staff person
indicated at Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights, 341-3302.

Kosovo (Yugoslavia): see article on
page 5;

Tibet: provide family reunification
representation to Tibetans arriving in
the Midwest (Nancy Arnison);

Medical Task Force: locate and de-
velop free medical resources for hu-
manitarian parole clients coming to
Jjoinrelativesin the U.S. to receivecare
for illnesses that cannot be adequately
treated in refugee camps. (Nancy
Arnison);

HumanRightsand the Environment:
see article on page 3;

Fair trial standards: assist with a
U.N. study on the right to fair trial
(Eric Rosenthal);

Mexico/Free trade: Spanish speakers
and Spanish-to-English translators are
desperately needed to assist with vari-
ous projects; see item at left (Eric
Rosenthal},

Human rights education: teach hu-
man rights to high school students
(Brad Lehrman, 885-0379);

Secreturial/administrative: make a
contribution by providing support sei-
vices for the organization's many
projects. (Barb Frey)M

Kosovo

cottinued from page §

crowds, killing 24 peaple. Other peace-
ful demonstrations huve led to beatinys
ol protesters and other police violence,

In addition, Albanian ethinic leaders
have been illegally detained, beaten,
tortured and killed.

Serbian officials have effectively de-
nied education to the ethnic Albanjan
population in Kosovo. At least 430
professors and other professionals were
dismissed from Pristina University for
varying reasons, one of which was
using the Albanian language in official
duties. Albanian language schools at
the primary and secondary levels were
closed and 6,000 teachers were fired
far their refusal to stop using the Alba-
nian language in the schools. Serbian
police have barred ethnic Albanian
primary schoolchildren and their teach-
ers from entering schools, and in mid-
October 1992, Serbian police used clubs
to prevent ethnic Albanians from en-
tering Pristina University,

In addition, Serbian authorities have
suppressed expression in various docu-
ments, magazines, textbooks and on
television. The Albanian-language
daily newspaper has been closed and
announcements from the exiled gov-
emnment of Kosovo have been banned.
There have been mass firings of over
112,000 people since 1990. More-
over, many Albanian judges have been
replaced by ethnic Serbs and
Montenegrins.

There is significant risk that the situa-
tion in Kosovo will escalate to the type
ofarmed conflict, repression and “eth-
nic cleansing™ that is now devastating
Bosnia. A further risk lies in the
danger that, due to Kosovo's location
and history, such conflict could quickly
escalate into international violence,
potentially involving Albania, Greece
and other nations,

This article way written by Elizabeth
Bruch.  Comtributors to this article
incliwde Ann Bodley, Chris Lindborg,
and Jolianna Ronnei. B






