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Annual Meeting to Feature
Mondale, Hayes:
"Post-Cold War and Human Rights"

The 1990 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Lawyers  The Annual Meeting is open to all members of the Minne-
Committee will feature former Vice President Walter  sota Lawyers Committee and the public. The Committec
Mondale and Soviet expert and Hamline Law Professor has applied for two CLE credits for the event. Admission
Nick Hayes. Mondale and Hayes willbe joined by twoother ~ for lawyers seeking CLE credits will be $10.00.

panelists to give their reflections on the “Post-Cold War
and Human Rights” to be held on Tuesday, December 4 contents

from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. at Robins, Kaplan, Miller and Mondale and Hayes to Speak 1
Ciresi, 1800 International Centre in Minneapolis. Notes 2
Besides his foreign policy expertise {rom his years as Vice Mexican Police A_buse . 3
‘President, Mondalc has been a recent consultant on politi- Fraser to Lead Middle East Trip 3
cal organization in Poland and has travcled throughout Drugging/Incitement in Guatemala 4
Central and Eastern Europe in a business and consulting Asylum News; Refugee Project 5
capacity. Haycs, known for his entertaining analysis of So- Letter Writing: Philippines 6
victmediaon KTCA's “Channcl 3 Moscow”, offcred astute Elements 6
coverage of the visit of President Mikhail Gorbachev in .

June. Also invited toserve on the panclare former Ambas- Job Announcements 7
sador and Scnior Humphrey Institute Fellow, Geri Joscph, From the Director's Desk 7
and CLEO and President of Control Data, Larry Perlman. Calendar 8



notes

MLC Receives MacArthur Grant
to Study Saudi Arabia

The J. Roderick MacArthur Foundation recently awarded
a grant of $20,000 to the Minnesota Lawyers Committee to
Support the research, writing, and distribution of a report
on the status of human rights in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. This project is the third in a series of difficult-to-
research countries. Volunteer researchers on the project
will use a methodolo gy for documenting human rights that
was developed in the Committee’s prior investigations of
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and The People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania. Interested volunteers should
contact Barbara Frey or Emad Tinawi at 341-3302.

Calendar Highlights

Please note the following dates detailed on the Calendar
(Page 8):

Wednesday, October 3: "Death Penalty: Pro and Con"
withTony Bouza and Tom Johnson, with questions and
audience participation; 12:00 noon, Hennepin County Board
Room. Public is invited.

Friday, October 12: Middle East Roundtable discussion at
12:00 noon, Bar Association Board Room, 430 Marquette
Ave., Mpls. Public is invited.
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MLC Launches
Law Firm Qutreach

MLCBoard members plan tovisit Minnesota law firms this
falland early spring to update these firms about Committee
activities and discuss possibilities for Jaw firm and individ-
ual involvement.

Deepika Udagama and Sonia Rosen, MLC Legal Fellows,
will participate in many of these meetings to discuss such
volunteer opportunities as the Pro Bono Asylum and Refu-
gee Reunification Projects, upcoming research Teports,
and amicus and habeas corpus petitions.

Law firms will be contacted soon to schedule an MLC
Board member cither on the a genda ofaregular firm meet-
Ing or at an in-firm brown bag lunch gathering.

Canadian Asylum Attorney

to Advise Pro Bono Project

Volunteers Urged to Attend

The MLCPro Bono Asylum Project will hold a round table
discussion forvolunteer asylum attorneys on Canadian asy-
Ium law Tuesday, October 9,12:00 noon at Popham, Haik,
Schnobrich and Kaufman, 3300 Piper Jaffray Tower, Min-
neapolis.

The featured speaker will be Canadian attorney Ron Lester,
who has handled a large number olasylum cases in Canada,
many of which involved Central Americans crossing the
U.S./Canadian border into Canada.

As Canadian law is considered rclatively more liberal than
U.S. asylum law, especially in regard to Central Amcricans,
many U.S. attorneys file for asyluminthe United States and
simultancously work 1o gain refugee status for the same
client through a Canadian consulatc inthe U.S. Should the
United States asylum attempt fail, the applicant still has
recourse Lo protection under Canadian law,

Lester's discussion of Canadian refugee procedure will be
extremely helpful to those who wish to provide their MLC
clients Canadian asylum as an alternative. Attorneys rep-
resenting Central American clients are especially encour-
aged o attend. For further information, contact Decepika
Udagama at 341-3302.



Fraser to Lead
Middle East Trip

Mayor Fraser with Daniel Ortega during the 1986 MLC study trip he
led ,which also included a meeting with then President Duarte of El
Salvador. In 1989 he led a trip to the Philippines where his group met
with President Aquino.

Minneapolis Mayor Donald Fraser will lead a group of
attorneys on a 12-day study tour of the human rights situ-
ation in Israel, The Occupied Territories and Jordan be-
tween May 1 and May 15, 1991. The trip, sponsored by the
Minnesota Lawyers Committee, will be administered by
the Center For Global Education at Augsburg College.
The study tour is open to the public, although members of
the Minnesota Lawyers Committee will receive preference.
Approximately 20 individuals are expected to participate.
Exactcostofthe trip has notyetbeen determined, although
it is estimated to be approximately $2,000 per person.

The purpose of this study tour is to gain an understanding
of the human rights and legal issues concerning the Israeli/
Palestinian conflict, the refugee problem in Jordan, and
other regional issues. Participants will meet with govern-
ment and religious leaders, human rights lawyers, refugee
workers, journalists and other knowledgeable sources con-
cerning human rights issucs in the region.

The May study tour s the first to the Middle East sponsorcd
by the Minnesota Lawyers Committee. The Committee has
previously sponsored study tours 1o Central America (1986,
1987 and 1988) and the Philippincs (1987 and 1989).

MLC Testifies on Mexico

to Congress
Mexican Government Encourages Dialogue

The MLC's recent findings on Mexico were submitted at
hearings by the House Subcommittee on Western Hemi-
sphere Affairs on September 12.

The Committee’s recently released report on human rights
in Mexico, Paper Protection: Human Rights Violations
and the Mexican Criminal Justice System, and a written
summary of its findings found that arbitrary detention,
beatings, and torture are an everyday method of criminal
investigation by the security forces in northern and central
Mexico. Abuse of authority by the Mexican Federal Judi-
cial Police is endemic. They enjoy enormous autonomy
and inpunity in their work and routinely employ torture to
extract confessions or information.

In arecent letter, the Executive Secretary of the newly cre-
ated Mexican National Commission on Human Rights ac-
knowledged agreement with various MLC recommenda-
tions. The Commission expressed its desire "to establish
Close ties” with the MLC for the common purpose of pro-
moting human rights in Mexico.

The MLC report has received favorable media coverage in
Mexico, most notably a four-page article in Proceso, a

national political news magazine.

Copies are available for $7.00 from the MLC office.

Whe
200 Letters Came

by Marie Cartier

A powsrful. passionate play thal confirms the joy of being afve snd free!
’ a

“The Misneagolis Theatre Garage
Frankiin & Lyndale Aves.
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