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Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Starting October 1, 1992, the Minne-
sota Lawyers International Human
Rights Committee will be known as
Minnesora Advocates for Human
Rights. The change comes after a long
process of consuiting with current
members and clients, and a broad circle
of national and international contacts
of the organization.

The name reflects a broadening of the
organization's membership towelcome
non-lawyer “advocates, " while retain-
ing its legal focus. The decision to
retain Minnesota in the name was the
result of the overwhelming response
elicited from the organization’s over
1,000 current members and of feed-
back from international friends to the

effect that the state name had become
the identifying characteristic of the
group. Few of these international
contacts could remember the entire
previous name of the organization, but
alf were aware that it was located in
Minnesota.

“A name change will not mean a mis-
sion change,” according to Barbara
Frey, Executive Director of Minne-
sota Advocates for Human Rights.
Despite the pledge of continuity in
work product, Frey stated, “I think the
image is one that is more accessible for
the public and that our many talented
volunteers who are not lawyers will
feel more ownership in the group than
they did in the past.”

Reception to Honor Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights

Senator David Durenburger and Senator Paul Wellstone invite you to join
them in inaugurating the name and commemorating the work of Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights at a reception, Friday, October 30, 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. at the Walker Art Center. Tickets are $25, including the price of
admission to Echoes of Discontent film series. Please RSVP by sending
your check to Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights at 400 Second Avenue
South, Suite 1050, Minneapolis, MN 55401 or calling 341-3302.

For more information on Echoes of Discontent, please see article on page 10.

Board Chair Louis Smith noted that the
Minnesota Advocates will probably
always have its roots in the legal com-
munity, but that “the group is sending
a signal to the broader community to
Join in the movement to protect human
rights.  Your volunteer support is
needed and welcome.”

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights will celebrate its new name at an
October 30 reception at the Walker Art
Center in Minneapolis. (See article on
page 10 for details.)®

SPECIAL THANKS!

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights extends its sincerest thanks to
ali at Barsuhn Design for their out-
standing graphic design work on our
new logo, letterhead, and masthead.
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Newsnotes

Humanitarian Intervention: When Do
Humanitarian Concerns Supersede State
Sovereignty? Nancy Arnison, Direc-
tor of the Refugee and Asylum Project,
presented a major paper on this topic at
a recent conference on “Refugees in
the 1990’s: New Strategies for a ‘New
World Order" co-sponsored by the
American Refugee Committee and the
U.S. Committee for Refugees. The
conference addressed the break-up and
creation of pations, repatriation and
resettlement, humanitarian interven-
tion, and the emerging role of the
military in assistance and protection of
internally displaced persons. Other
speakers included Thorvald
Stoltenberg, U.N. High Commissioner
for Refugees, 1990-91, and M. Dou-
glas Stafford, U.N. Deputy High Com-
missioner for Refugees. The four pa-
pers from the conference will be pub-
lished and available to the public.

Executive Director, Barbara Frey,
was recently appointed Secretary of the
St. Paul-Minneapolis Committee on
Foreign Relations. The Committee is

The Human Rights Qbserver is a publication
of Minnesota Advocales for Human Rights,
an independent organization of lawyers and
other advocates commitled to the impartial
promotion and protection of international
human rights. The organization advacates
against individual human rights abuscs,
investigates human rights conditions in other
countries, works to strengthen laws and
instittutions that protect human rights, and
educates the public about human rights.

Officers:

Louis N, Smith, President

James V. Roth, Past President
Paula Richcy, Secretary

Wood R. Foster, Trearurer
David Weissbrodl, Legal Counsel

Stafr:
Barbara A. Irey, [Zxecutive Dircctor
Nancy Amison, Director,
Refugee and Asyfum Project
Eric Rasenthal, Legal Fellow
Richard Thomas, Refugee and Asylum
Project

a private organization that sponsors
educational programs on U.S. foreign
policy issues. It is affiliated with the
Council on Foreign Relations.

Judge Dolores Orey and Susan Lentz
visited Lusaka, Zambia in August to
further a "twinning" relationship be-
tween the Minnesota State Bar Asso-
ciation and the Law Association of
Zambia. During their visit, the law-
yers collected information to be used in
documenting the content of the right to
fair trial in Zambia for use by the U.N.
Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and the Protection of
Minorities.

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights is sharing some of its office
space with the recently established
Lockhart Foundation, comumnitted to
assisting the renewal of democratic
citizenship in post-communist Europe.
Lockhart enables American cornmuni-
ties to share their experiences in the
essential areas of faw, business ethics,
and nonprofit development, with the
goal of educating responsible future
leaders and citizens. The inital link is
between the communities of the Twin
Cities and Prague, Czechoslovakia.
For more information, call Jon Bacal at
341-3302.

On Wednesday, October 7, 1992, mem-
bers of the Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights met with nine jurists
from the country of Yemen to discuss
human rights and the rule of law. The
meeting was hosted by attorney Steve
Carlson at the law offices of Dorsey &
Whitney. Minnesota Advocates Bill
Celebrezze, Olivia Walling and Nancy
Etzwiler also attended the meeting. ®

New Project Seeks to
Teach Teens about
Human Rights

The Minnesota Advocates is bringing
human rights education to high school
classrooms through its newest project.
The Human Rights Education Project,
launched in September by coordinators
Brad Lehrman, Dwight Oglesby, and
Kristi Rudelius Palmer is committed to
teaching secondary students about the
content and enforcement of interna-
tional human rights laws.

Fifteen volunteers attended a Septem-
ber 2 training session at Gray, Plant,
Mooty, Mooty & Bennett to prepare
themselves to teach a human rights
primer to high school students. Volun-
teers have been matched with teachers
in the metropolitan Twin Cities area
who want their students to learn about
international human rights. Volun-
teers will use role-playing and hypo-
thetical cases in the classroom to help
students understand the complexity and
importance of human rights issues in
today’s world. Lehrman comimented,
“The enthusiasm of these volunteer
teachers for human rights issues is
infectious. It’s a great way to get
students thinking about the type of
world they would like to live in.”

Interested volunteers should contact
Brad Lehrman at 885-0397.R

The September 2, 1992, training
sermunar, "Introduction to Human
Rights Law" has been certified for
.5 CLE credits.




New Report
Documents Widespread
Abuses Against
Indigenous Peoples in
Mexican State of
Chiapas

Late in the evening of December 26,
1991, farmers and other indigenous
residents from the countryside in and
around Palenque were gathered in the
town’'s central square. For two days,
they had conducted a peaceful sit-in to
protest policies of the local govern-
ment that fall harshly on the rural,
indigenous population - such as high
taxes on farms, expulsions of “squat-
ter” farmers fromthe land, and the lack
of interpreters in the courts and the
prosecutor’s office for non-Spanish
speaking indigenous people charged
with crimes.

Atapproximately 11:00 p.m., the gath-
ering of 300 protesters was disrupted
by 200 agents of the Chiapas Public
Security Police and the State Judicial
Police. Eight of the protesters were
seriously injured by police as the crowd
was forced fromthe square. The police
arrested 103 protesters and placed them
in the Cerro Hueco prison in Tuxtla
Gutiérrez.

The detainees allege that they were
held incommunicado and without ad-
equate food or water during their first
three days of detention. Some were
threatened that they would receive elec-
tric shocks and other forms of torture
unless they gave the police the names
of their leaders. After three days,
ninety-four of the protesters were freed
and eight were charged with rioting,
terrorism, and sedition. After thirty-
three days of hard labor in Cerro Hueco
prison, the remaining eight were re-
leased without having been convicted
of any crime.  As one released pro-
tester, Efrain Gutidrrez Gémez, told

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights, he well understood the mes-
sage to the indigenous population: no
more protest and no more demand for
improved Government services.

In October, Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights will release a report,
Conquest Continued: Disregard for
Human and Indigenous Rights in the
Mexican State of Chiapas. As the
report describes, the events that took
place in Palenque are but one part of a
much larger pattern of agrarian con-
flict and repressive government re-
sponse to local protest and organizing
efforts.

The conflict pits landless peasants de-
scendant from the Mayans against de-
scendants of European conquerors and
ladinos (people of mixed ancestry) who
to this day control most of the land,
economic resources, and positions of
government power. The same political
party, the Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (the PRI), has held power
on the national and local level since
1929, despite widespread support for
opposition parties in recent years. The
Partido de la Revolucién Democrdtica

Indigenous residents of Tenejapa.

Mexico

(PRD), the main opposition party in
southern Mexico, charges widespread
electoral fraud and reports 136 killings
of its leaders and activists.

Conguest Continued documents the
heavy-handed tactics of intimidation,
torture, and electoral fravd used to
keep the indigenous population from
effective political participation and
economic progress in Chiapas. It ex-
amines the Chiapas criminal code which
criminalizes activity necessary for the
livelihood of many indigenous people
and broadly outlaws non-violent pro-
test as “sedition” and other “political
crimes.” The report also documents
government-sponsored religious intol-
erance and discrimination that further
oppresses the indigenous people and
their culture.

This comprehensive report on Chiapas
is part of an ongoing effort by Minne-
sota Advocates for Human Rights to
document egregious human rights
abuses in remote areas that receive
little worldwide attention. Conquest
Conrinued was written by former legal
fellow Daniel Gerdts, along with Carla
Hagen of the Hennepin Country Public
Defenders Office and Polly Maier of

continued on page 10




Asylum News

On September 24, 1992, political asy-
lum was granted to a 48 year old
lowland Lao client, “B”, and his 16
year old daughter.

“B” worked for the Royal Lao govern-
ment from 1968 until the Communist
takeover in 1975 as a leader of a group
of 11 soldiers in his hometown near the
capital city of Vientiane. A few months
after the takeover, he was sent to a
“reeducation camp” and remained there
until 1988 when he made a dramatic
escape. “B’s” stay in the reeducation
camp was marked by frequent beat-
ings, solitary confinement, meager food
rations, substantive [abor projects, and
reeducation seminars. He was sub-
Jjected to more severe punishment than
others because camp officials did not
trusthim, i.e. he raised questions in the
senunars, he refused toallow his daugh-
ter to join his wife and himat the camp,
and his cousin had ties to the resistance
during the 1970’s. The Communist
government became aware of that fact
in 1980 and presumed that he also was
involved with the resistance.

In early 1988 “B” witnessed the brutal
rape of his wife at the reeducation
camp. While trying to defend her, he
was beaten into unconsciousness; he
was later to lose his sense of hearing in
one ear. A few weeks later his wife
died from complications arising from
the incident.

He vowed to escape shortly after her
death and succeeded in his attempt in
May 1988. He and a friend initiate!
their escape by wandering from their
labor group while searching for food
outside the camp. After 30 minutes
they were discovered in the forest and
immediately jumped into the river,
dodging the guards’ bullets while float-
ing downstream. (“B” lost his friend
in the river.)

After 4 or 5 hours of floating “B”
received directions to Vientiane froma
local resident and slowly hegan his

monthlong trek to the capital city.
Upon arrival, he went into hiding for
one year at a cousin's residence.

“B” eventually reunited with his daugh-
ter and both made their way to the
United States in 1990, where they
sought help from the Refugee and Asy-
lum Project. The Project asked volun-
teer attorney Mark Frey to represent
“B” and his daughter in their applica-
tion for political asylum. Mark filed
their application in July of 1991.

Although “B” and his daughter are no
longer in Laos, the two still have many
1ssues to resolve and are currently re-
ceiving treatment at the Center for
Victims of Torture in Minneapolis.
Notwithstanding the trauma suffered
in Laos, the two are making remark-
able progress and slowly building a
new life for themselves in the United
States.

“As an immigration attorney I often
hear stories containing much pain and
sorrow,” said Mark Frey. “B’s" story
is one of the most compelling I have
heard in some time. The mechanism of
political asylum as a means for provid-
ing humanitarian relief to those in dire
need clearly has individuals such as
“B” in mind."®

Somalia Report and
Speaker Series

This month, Minnesota Advocates
will release a report on Somali
refugees in Kenya. The report grew
out of a trip to Kenya by Judge Ed
Wilson and attorney Greg Balke.
(See May 1992 Human Rights
Observer.) Intended for the general
public, the report tells the story of
Somali refugees in Kenya. It reveals
their experiences upon crossing the
border including protection and
safety concerns, living conditions,
legal status and problems with U.S.
reseltlement processing. Call 341-

3302 for a copy of the report.

A four-part speaker series on Somalia
will be held in late October through
mid-November. Panelists and partici-
pants will discuss the background and
current situation in Somalia, humani-
tarian intervention and state sover-
eignty, the plight of refugees who have
fled Somalia, and long-term develop-
ment assistance by the U.S, govern-
ment. (Seeenclosed flyer fordetails.)®

Tibet Subcommittee

Voluntesr attorneys have begun to as-
sist Tibetan immigrants arriving in the
Twin Cities to reunite with their fami-
lies remaining in Nepal. The volun-
teers assist Tibetans in filing family
reunification petitions with the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service so
that their spouses and children can join
them in the United States.

Over 60 Tibetan immigrants have ar-
rived in the Twin Cities with additional
groups scheduled monthly, well into
1993. They stay with volunteer host
fanlies for approximately three months
before moving into their own apart-
ments. The Tibetans have pre-aranged
Jjobs waiting for them when they ar-
rive, primarily in the hotel and restau-
rant industries.

To date, volunteer lawyers and legal
assistants have worked with 15 Tibet-
ans in their family reunification peti-
tions. Additional lawyers will be needed
as Tibetans continue to arrive. If you
are interested in assisting a Tibetan
with family reunification please attend
a training seminar on Friday, Novemn-
ber 6 at the Minneapolis offices of
Dorsey & Whitney, 18th floor. A
session for new volunteers will be held
form 2:30-4:30. Volunteers who have
already represented Tibetans are
requrested to attend from 4:30-5:30.
Call Nancy Arnison (341-3302) to sign

continued on next page



up. Call John Lundquist (871-0708) if
you are interested in hosting a Tibetan.

Thanks to those individuals who repre-
sent Tibetans:

Karin Wentz, Dorsey & Whitrey

SueDingle, Popham, Hatk, Schnobrich
& Kaufman

Jean Hamm, West Publishing

David Crenshaw, Gray, Plant, Mooty,
Mooty & Bennett

Marie Simpson, National Labor Rela-
tions Board

Peggy Hicks, Director, and students in
the International Human Rights
and Immigration Law Clinic, Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School

Advocates Successful
in Humanitarian Parole
Effort: Somali Family
to be Reunited

Mr. Ahmed Mohamed Ali was bomn in
Mogadishu, Somalia. In 1985, he
came to the United States, ultimately
settling in Minneapolis. Meanwhile,
Mr. Ali’s father, mother, and six broth-
ers and sisters remained in Mogadishu,
where they operated several food stores.
For the past seven years, Mr. Ali has
made great efforts to keep in touch with
his family while working to obtain
immigrant visas for them. His efforts,
however, proved futile after the onset
of the bloody civil war that has torn
apart his home country.

For months Mr. Ali was left to specu-
late as to the condition and where-
abouts of his family. He knew that
Mogadishu had been overrun by the
warring factions. The fighting grew so
intense that the United States Coun-
selor Office was abandoned, and a
number of documents pertaining to
Mr. Ali’s visaapplications were lost or
destroyed.

Through friends in Canada, Mr. Ali
learned that his father had been

wounded by looters, and that his fam-
ily was hiding in the Somalian coun-
tryside. As the family made its way
into Kenya, one brother became sepa-
rated and fled into Egypt. Unfortu-
nately, the Kenyan government was
not receptive of the Somali refugees,
and it forced them back across the
border. Many, including Mr. Ali’s
family, then fled to Ethiopia.

Concerned about the welfare of his
family, Mr. Alt sought the aid of the
Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. With the help of Minnesota
Advocates Gregory J. Gamache, An-
gelaMcCaffrey, Sharon Jacks and Greg
Balke, Mr. Ali renewed the visa appli-
cations for his parents and applied for
humanitarian parole for his brothers
and sisters. Their determined effort
was facilitated by Georgia O’Brien, an
aideto Congressman Sabo. After many
phone calls and follow-up letters, the
visa applications and the humanitarian
parole petitions were approved. At
this time, Mr. Ali’s family has been
reunited in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
where they are making preparations to
join Mr. Alr in Minneapolis. ®

Thanks

The Refugeeand Asylum Project wishes
to thank the following attorneys who
have recently volunteered to handle
political asylum cases or humanitarian
parole petitions through the Project.

Direct Service Attorneys

Bill Celebrezze

Janis Clay

Jim Coy

Nancy Fitzgerald

Bob Gilbertson, Robins, Kaplan, Mitler
& Cirest

Tom Gilde, Blue Cross/Blue Shield

John Grzybek

Louise Klas

Joseph Kueppers, Kueppers, Hackel &
Kueppers

Robin Lukes

Shirley Maxwell

John Murray

Nga Nguyen, Nguyen Tran Law Of-
fice

Elizabeth Parker, Minnesota Dept. of
Transportation

Mark Schuman, Merchant & Gould

Fredilyn Sison, Ramsey County Pub
lic Defender’s Office

Adam Todd, St. Cloud Area Legal
Services

Peggy Hicks, Director, and students at
the International Human Righis
and Immigration Law Clinic, Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School

Consulting Attorneys

Mark Frey

Lesley Guyton

Michael Hennen, O’Connor & Hanron

Sharon Jacks

Edmundo Lijo, Danielson, Begley &
Lijo

Angela McCaffrey, Hamline Univer-
sity School of Law

Carol Merlin

Kathy Moccio

Susan Sax]

Louis Smith, Popham, Haik,
Schnobrich & Kaufinan

Scott Wright, Doherty, Rumble & But-
lerl




Nelson Case Alleges Torture By Saudi Government: MAHR

Joins as Amicus

In 1988, Mr. Scott Nelson filed an
action for damages in federal court, the
jurisdictional basis of which is the
Federal Sovereign Immunities Act of
1976. The suit alleges that the Saudi
Arabian government, through two of
its corporate instrumentalities, com-
mitted “tortious acts or omissions and
willful and overt violations of interna-
tional law.” AtthecoreofMr. Nelson’s
complaint are allegations of torture
and false imprisonment by agents of
the Saudi-owned King Faisal Special-
ist Hospital and Research Center in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

In November 1983, Mr. Nelson be-
came the monitoring systems engineer
at the Riyadh facility, signing a two-
year employment agreement which re-
quired that he and his famuily surrender
their passports to the Hospital for the
duration of their stay in Saudi Arabia.
Mr. Nelson'sjob performance merited
a “Letter of Appreciation” from his
supervisor, who noted his “ability to
successfully and efficiently carry out
job functions,” as well as his “devo-
tion, professionalism, and concern for
the Hospital.”

Between March and August 1984, Mr.
Nelson repeatedly reported certain
safety hazards at the Hospital which, in
his judgment, posed a serious threat to
the lives of the patients. Rather than
authorizing him to take the necessary
corrective steps, Hospital officials in-
structed him to ignore the problem. In
due course, Mr. Nelson reported his
discovery to a Saudi Royal Conumnis-
sion investigating the Hospital.

Ongoing harassment by Hospital offi-
cials [ed Mr. Nelson to offer to resign
his position and depart Saudi Arabia,
but the Hospital refused to accept his
resignation. On September 27, 1984,
he was called to the Hospital's security
office and taken to a cell in a detention
facility. There, according to Mr.
Nelson, persons acting under the di-
rection of the Hospital proceeded to
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shackle, torture, and beat him. For the
next four days, he was kept in solitary
confinement in a small cell and de-
prived of food. After signing an Ara-
bic language statement in the face of
threatened beatings, Mr. Nelson was
transferred to a Saudi prison. During
these first days of his confinement, he
was held incomununicado.

On November 5, 1984, Mr. Nelson
was released from prison. During his
thirty-nine days of detention, no Hos-
pital or Saudi government official ever
advised him or his wife of the reasons
he was taken and held, nor was he
charged with any offense. He was not
brought before any committing magis-
trate, examining court or similar au-
thority, nor was he made the subject of
a preliminary hearing or similar legal
process. After his release, Hospital
officials urged him to resume his duties
and, by withholding passports and exit
visas, required the Nelson family to
remain in Saudi Arabia for seven more
days. On November 12, 1984, Mr.
Nelson and his family were allowed, at
last, to leave the country. They re-
turned to Florida, where Mr. Nelson
began a long course of surgery and
physical therapy.

The Saudi government’s jurisdictional
challenge to the Nelson suit succeeded
at the District Court level. The Court
of Appeals, however, unanimously
reversed. It held that subject matter

Jurisdiction is conferred by clause | of

the FSIA's “commercial activities ex-
ception.” That clause precludes for-
eign state immunity in any action based
upon conduct that is ([) “commercial”
in nature and (2) has a “substantial
contact” with the U.S. The case is now
before the Supreme Courl.

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights, along with International Hu-
man Rights Law Group and the
Lowenstein Human Rights Clinic at
Yale Law School, joined the suil as
amici curiae. Kent Williams, an altor-

ney with Opperman, Heins & Paquin
in Minneapolis, helped to draft the
amici brief. According to Williams,
“MAHR played an instrumental role
in the preparation of the brief by pro-
viding contacts, research and docu-
mentation relevant to the Saudi Ara-
bian human rights situation. MAHR’s
report, Shame ip the House of Saud,
was very helpful and portions were
incorporated into the bref.” Also
participating on the brief were Patricia
Bloodgood from Opperman, Heins &
Paquin, Julia Sullivan from Skadden,
Arps, Janelle Diller from the Interna-
tional Human Rights Law Group in
Washington, D.C., and Peggy Hicks,
from the University of Minnesota Law
School.

Williams believes the Nelson case will
have significant ramifications for fu-
ture litigation under the FSIA. “The
Supreme Court took the case because
the various circuit courts differ greatly
as to the interpretation and application
of the ‘commercial activities’ excep-
tion of the statute. Hopefully, the
Court will clarify the meaning of the
“commercial activities” exception.”

“As Shame in the Houge of Saud indi-
cates, this sort of human rights viola-
tion occurs quite often in Saudi Arabia,
especially when foreign workers are
involved. As amici curiae we argued
that this was an employment dispute
between Mr. Nelson and the hospital.
Although the hospital used brutal meth-
ods to coerce a resolution of this dis-
pute, this case should be characterized
as commercial, thereby giving Mr.
Nelson an opportunity to seek legal
redress for hisinjuries. If the Supreme
Court finds that this case is not within
the “commercial activities” exception,
however, individuals like Mr. Nelson
may have difficulty finding an effec-
tive forum, and other sovereigns may
begin to view this type of brutality as
an effective means to resolve commer-
cial disputes without the danger of
legal redress in U.S. courts,”®







