Plans for a Return to Democracy in Haiti

Since he was deposed in a violent
military coup on September 30, 1991,
Haiti’s President Jean-Bertrand Aristide
has been forced to remain in exile. In
the ensuing two years, Haitians have
suffered extreme repression at the hands
of a military led de facto government
that has stifled virtually all aspects of
civil society, including youth groups,
student organizations, churches, jour-
nalists, and any person perceived to
support the Lavalas movement that
swept Aristide into office with over
60% of the vote. Human rights viola-
tions have been extreme, with wide-
spread reports of arbitrary executions,
arbitrary detentions, torture, rape and
beatings.

OnlJuly 3, 1993, the Governor’s Island
Accord was signed in New York set-
ting the stage for the retirement of the
coup leaders and Aristide’s return to
Haiti on October 30, 1993. Between
July and September of this year, how-
ever, the human rights situation in
Haiti worsened significantly. Culmi-
nating in the public execution of Antoine
Izmery, a prominent Aristide supporter,
and attacks on the mayor of Port-au-
Prince, the military and affiliated “at-
taches” have undertaken a reign of
terror apparently designed to extin-
guish all support for Aristide. The
international response to this situation
includes a Civilian Mission of 180
UN/OAS observers who monitor hu-
man rights and the imminent deploy-
ment of 1600 UN police monitors and

civilian affairs specialists. Interna-
tional human rights organizations have
had a significant presence in Haiti
since the coup d’etat and have pro-
duced invaluable reports of human
rights abuses and offered direct advo-
cacy.

The Haiti Project at Minnesota Advo-
cates will be coordinating several ef-
forts to respond to the immediate and
long-term human rights crises in Haiti.
A request for urgent action letter-writ-
ing on behalf of Haitians who have
recently received death threats is in-
cluded in this newsletter, and addi-
tional requests will be available through
Minnesota Advocates. Members of
the Haiti Subcommittee are leading an
effort to approach the Minnesota Con-
gressional delegation and request their
assistance in fulfilling the terms of the
Governor’s Island Accord. From Oc-
tober 11 to October 20, Legal Fellow
Sarah DeCosse will travel to Haiti to
establish the foundation for a project
documenting sexual assault against
women and children by military and
police since the coup d’etat, take part
in a multi-organizational effort to pro-
vide direct assistance to Haitian human
rights groups, and gather information
for press and congressional briefings
upon her return. The Haiti Subcom-
mittee invites all those interested in
contributing to the Haiti Project to a
meeting at 12:00 on October 26, 1993.
Please contact Sarah DeCosse if you
cannot attend or would like further
information. &
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Benefit Screening of
The Bridge on the River
Kwai Announced

Minneapolis is one of only 10 cities
across the United States lucky enough
to have an exclusive showing of the
David Lean masterpiece, The Bridge
on the River Kwai, in all its original
magnificence. Along with such major
markets as New York, Chicago, L.A.,
Seattle and Philadelphia, the classic
film will be shown at a one-time-only
screening, to be seen locally at the
Suburban World Theatre on Thursday,
October 28, 1993. Columbia TriStar
has elected to donate the proceeds from
this screening to Minnesota Advocates
for Human Rights.

Winner of seven Academy Awards
following its release in 1957 -- includ-
ing Best Picture, Best Director (Sir
David Lean) and Best Actor (Alec
Guinness), The Bridge on the River
Kwai has been meticulously restored
with the help of digital mastering equip-
ment to ensure the finest film image
possible in its original wide-screen
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Newsnotes

Congratulations to Minnesota Advo-
cates' Executive Director Barbara Frey
and Minnesota Representative Howard
Orenstein on the birth of their son,
John Walker Orenstein on October4.
Barb will be on matermity leave until
January 1, 1994. In her absence,
Nancy Arnison will be acting director
of Minnesota Advocates.

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights extends its thanks to Susan
Lentz and Herb Polesky for opening
their home to visiting human rights
activist Yvonne Swan of the Interna-
tional Indian Treaty Council. Ms.
Swan was visiting the Twin Cities
from her home in San Francisco to
attend the annual AIM conference.

The Death Penalty Defense Project is
pleased to have pro bono assistance
from Greg O’Meara, formerly a law-
yer with the Milwaukee County Dis-
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trict Attorney’s Office. O’Meara is
spearheading the Project’s research on
the expansion of federal death penalty
crimes. He will be on staff through
December 1993.

Several committed members worked
throughout the summer on a financial
strategic plan for the organization.
Their critical work will pave the way to
a sturdier financial base for Minnesota
Advocates’ human rights work. Thanks
are due to Chair, Tom Triplett, and
group members Nancy Arnison, Wood
Foster, Barbara Frey, Peggy Hicks,
Tom Johnson, Dwight Oglesby,
Paula Richey, Jim Roth, Cheryl
Thomas, Jim Volling, and David
Weissbrodt.

Seven students from the Civil and
Human Rights Clinical at William
Mitchell Law School will be doing
their 80-hour clinical internships with
Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. The course is taught by
Hennepin County Judge LaJune
Lange. Judge Lange also recently
traveled to an international women
judges conference in New Zealand
where she presented a case study to the
conference on the issue of Philippine
foreign workers in Saudi Arabia.

On September 10, Dorsey & Whitney
law firm sponsored a reception to ac-
knowledge the contributions of volun-
teers on the war crimes project of
Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights. More than 25 employees of the
Dorsey firm have been volunteers on
the project, which is collecting and
organizing media information leading
to evidence of war crimes in former
Yugoslavia.

Minnesota Adovcates is offering a
Human Rights Legal Fellowship and
a Death Penalty Defense Project Le-
gal Fellowship for 1994. Please call
612-341-3302 if you would like to
receive job announcements and appli-
cation information. &
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1993-94 Legal Fellows
Introduced

Minnesota. Advocates for Human
Rights is pleased to announce the two
legal fellows for the 1993-94 year,
James P. Coy and Sarah A. DeCosse.

Jim Coy received his B. A. in Political
Science from the University of Chi-
cago followed by a J.D. from the
University of Virginia. As a volun-
teer, Coy has represented two asylum
clients, taught in the Human Rights
Education Project, served as a Kosovo
mission participant and assisted in pre-
paring The Minnesota Plan: Recom-
mendations for Preventing Gross Hu-
man Rights in Kosovo. Since this
spring, he has served as a consulting
attorney for the War Crimes Project.
Coy will continue his work on the War
Crimes Project and will also head the
Death Penalty Defense Project.

DeCosse received her B. A. in English
Literature with a minor in Theology
from Georgetown University. After
working in the Dominican Republic
with the Peace Corps she received her
J.D. from the University of Minnesota
Law School, where she was the founder
of the Haitian Refugee Project. She
has served internships at the D.C. Rape
Crisis Center in Washington, DC and
the Women’s Bureau of The Gambian
government. She has experience in
Haiti working on behalf of Minnesota
Advocates and the Lawyers Commit-
tee for Human Rights, and participated
in a mission to Mexico to investigate
conditions for the receatly released
report, Civilians at Risk: Military and
Police Abuses in the Mexican Country-
side. DeCosse will staff the Mexico
Project and the Haiti Project.

Minnesota Advocates’ 1992 Legal Fel-
low, Eric Rosenthal, is now staffing
the International Mental Health Dis-
ability Project, based at American Uni-
versity in Washington, DC. B



“Immigration Crisis:” Myth or Reality?

Frontpage headlines scream: Irnmi-
gration Backlash, Skyrocketing Asy-
lum Applications, Flood of Hlegal
Aliens, INS Arrests Criminals, Terror-
ists From Abroad.

The World Trade Center bombing and
Chinese smuggling cases have thrust
immigration issues into the national
spotlight, while linking asylum to ter-
rorism and crime. Well-organized
groups seeking to shut down U.S.
borders have seized this opportunity to
fuel a growing anti-immigrant senti-
ment with rhetoric that blurs the dis-
tinctions between immigrants, refu-
gees, undocumented foreigners and
asylum-seekers. Inatime of depressed
economic conditions, these migrants
are stereotyped into a single mass that
is viewed as “flooding our shores,
stealing American jobs and draining
the welfare system.”

According to recent polls, 61% of
Americans now want to reduce the
number of immigrants, and 55% feel
that immigrant diversity hurts our cul-
ture. Debates on these issues tend to be
emotional and unencumbered by fact.

Minnesota Advocates is compiling re-
cent studies and data to make available
important statistics to inform the de-
bate and separate fact from fiction.

A flood?

Of the 100 million migrants world-
wide, less than 1 % come to the United
States. In the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 1992, 973,977 inmigrants were
admitted to this country. The compo-
sition of the newcomer population has
changed. Historically, Europe was the
source of most immigration to the
United States. Today, new arrivals
hail largely from Latin America, the
Caribbean and Asia.

U.S. immigration law is based on three
principle ideas: family, work and free-
dom from persecution. Over 70% of
the immigrants and refugees entering
this country annually are admitted to
be reunited with family members.
Under the family preference system,
spouses, children and parents may be
reunited quickly, while other relatives
may wait as long as 10-15 years. Last
year, 448,607 immigrants were admit-
ted under the family preference sys-
tem. Other families come to the U.S.
to accompany a highly-skilled family
member (e.g. a physicist or engineer)
taking a specific job for which there are
no qualified U.S, workers. In 1992,
these employees and their families ac-
counted for 116,198 of the immigrants
to this country.

There are 17 to 18 million refugees
worldwide who have fled persecution
in their homelands. Less than 1% are
admitted to the United States. Last
year, this country accepted 132,000
refugees for resettlement after screen-
ing by U.S. officials abroad. Refugee
admissions are limited by an annual
ceiling set by the Administration in
consultation with Congress. Others
who flee persecution apply for asylum
after reaching U.S. shores. Persons
granted asylum account for a very
small portion of U.S. immigrants. Last
year the United States granted asylum
to 4019 applicants.

A recent U.S. government GAO study
estimates that out of a total U.S. popu-
lation of 257 million, there are, at
most, 3.4 million undocumented (or
“illegal”) foreigners present and that
this population grows by 100,000 to
300,000 per year.

A common misperception is that new
arrivals are a significant drain on the
welfare system. Numerous studies
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Immigration Issues

have refuted that claim and have found
that the newcomers contribute more in
taxes than they receive in benefits.
Business Week reported that on an
annual basis immigrants pay $90 bil-
lion in taxes and receive $5 billion in
welfare. Even when other public ser-
vices are added, the studies indicate
that immigrants pay more in taxes than
they use in benefits. Certain areas of
the country with high immigration lev-
els complain that the federal govern-
ment receives a windfall from immi-
grant taxes and fails to contribute ad-
equately to the state and local costs of
providing services.

Another misperception is that new-
comers displace the native labor force.
A solid body of studies refutes this
claim. Immigrants compete for jobs
almost exclusively with other irami-
grants. As columnist A. M. Rosenthal
put it “... how many Americans are
lining up to take jobs washing dishes in
Chinatown?” Eighty percent of U.S.
economists believe that immigrants
have a favorable impact on economic
growth. They buy goods and services
at local businesses and, in the process,
create more jobs. Compared to the
native-born population, immigrantsare
three times more likely to save their
earnings and stari new businesses.
Small businesses, 18% of which are
started by immigrants, account for up
to 80 % of the new jobs available in the
U.S. each year.®

Next month: The Asylum System

This article was written by Nancy D.
Arnison, Director of the Minnesota
Advocates Refugee & Asylum Program.






