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SUMMER INVESTIGATIONS PRODUCE FALL ACTION

War Crimes Tribunal

On August 22nd, MAHR volunteer
attorney, Peter Thompson, visited den
Haag, Netherlands, and the
"International Tribunal for the
Persecution of Persons Responsible
for Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law Commited in the
Territory of the Former Yugoslavia
Since 1991." The name of the Tribunal
1s as long as it is unique; not since the
Nuremburg and Tokyo trials has an
international forum been convened to
address war crimes.

This Tribunal 1s unique in other
aspects as well in that it has been
established by Security Council
resolution, itisthe firstto be impaneled
by the UN, and it is thefirst toundertake
prosecutions of defendants who are
not just on the losing side of the
conflict.

MAHR had compiled, through the
volunteer efforts of numerous
attorneys, paralegals and other
volunteers, a comprehensive database
of media reports of suspected war
crimes from the beginning of the
conflictin 1991 until June, 1993. This
(Continued on Page 3)

Mexico Massacre

“We want justice.” “That those
responsible be punished.” Simple,
compelling and to date, unfulfilled.
Such are the demands of those
witnesses and survivors interviewed
by Minnesota Advocates regarding
the June 28, 1995 massacre of
seventeen campesinos near Aguas
Blancas, Guerrero, in southwestern
Mexico.

At about 10:30 a.m. on June 28, 1995,
dozens of state police officers waited
for members of the Peasant
Organization of the Southern Sierra
(known by its Spanish acronym, OCSS)
as they headed towards an announced
protest. On that day the OCSS, an
independent organization affiliated
with no political party, and aggressive
in pressing its demands, had planned
to demonstrate in Atoyac de Alvarez,
Guerrero. The OCSS had intended to
demand governmental compliance
with an agricultural accord reached
earlier with the state’s governor, Rubén
Figueroa. In addition the OCSS
planned to demand the appearance of
one of their missing comparieros,
Gilberto Romero Vizquez, who had
(Continued on Page 8)

Rape in Haiti

Three Minnesota Advocates
delegates heard vivid testimony about
the use of rape as a weapon of political
terror in their July 1995 visit to Haiti.
According to a UN/OAS special
investigator, "You look through any
ten of these rape cases and you can
clearly see the m.o. is the same. You
can practically hear the commanding
officer'svoice." The primary objectives
of the two week visit by Elizabeth
Bruch, Madeleine Maceno Avignon
and Neil Elliott were to investigate
violence against women, particularly
during the Cedras coup regime, and to
evaluate the mechanisms which have
been established to respond to those
humanrights violations. The delegates
met with women’s groups,
representatives from the Ministries of
Justice and of the Status and Rights of
Women, representatives of the
Commuission of Truth and Justice, UN/
OAS Civilian Mission staff, local
women and other interested
individuals.

The delegation concluded that gross

violations of women’s human rights,

including the deliberate and
(Continued on Page 8)
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Director's Desk

From the Director's Desk

The small group huddled around the television in the conference room
watching their Polish colleague deliver astatement to the plenary session
ofthe Fourth World Conference on Women. The 15 women were NGOs
fromformer Sovietbloc countries. The speechrepresented longhours of
consensus building among NGOs from these “countries in transition,”
each of whichhad its own priority issues. Watching the speech, members
of caucus felt united and strong.

Some of the most important work of Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights atthe Women’s Conference was to roll up our sleeves and hammer
out language with the members of the “East-East Caucus”. We knew

many of these NGO leaders from our two and a half years of work
documenting domestic violence in Albania, Bulgariaand Romania. They
have seen firsthand the effects on women in their region of the transition
from communismto amore free market economic system. While from the
outside this transition appeared to be a positive and relatively peaceful one,
women have felt the brunt of the change: They have been the first fired,
havelostsignificantaccess to higher education, and are often subjected to
afree-wheeling and sexist employment environment in which thelikelihood
offinding ajob rests as much on physical appearance asitdoes onjob skills.

Formost ofthese women’s experts, the Beijing Conference was their first
experience lobbyingatthe U.N. level. InBeijing, the NGO reps urged and
cajoled their governments on issues they were concerned about in the
Platform for Action. Atthe top of the NGO list were issues of violence
against women.

In addition to the rise in overall discrimination against women in Eastern
Europe, victims of domestic violence receive almost no legal or social
support. Our contacts with government representatives at the conference
made it clear that there is little sense of public responsibility for addressing
the epidemic of violence in the home. We hope our interaction with them
will help to send the message of accountability home.

The speech delivered by the eloquent Polish representative of the East-
East Caucus marked a high point in the journey of the Eastern European
women. It was an inspiration to us to join with them in that experience.
Now the real work begins. During the next year we will continue to
document the existence ofdomestic violence in these and other countries
and use our findings to pressure governments to live up to the obligations
they agreed to in Beijing.

Bben Aoy

CLE Credits
The Minnesota Advocates course,
"Documentation of Ethiopian Asylum
Applications,” held on August 17,
1995, hasbeen approved for 1.75 CLE
credit hours by the Minnesota Board

of Continuing Legal Education.
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War Crimes Tribunal

(Continued from Page 1)
database has been in use by the Tribunal for some period of time and Deputy
Prosecutor, Graham Blewitt, requested the MAHR hard copies of the database for
use as evidence. Peter, with the assistance of his wife, Ricki, transported the 150
pounds of hard copies to the Hague; the hard copies were gratefully accepted and
the Tribunal prosecutors indicate the database has been most helpful in their
preparation of indictments.

To date, the Tribunal has indicted approximately 25 officials of the Bosnian-Serb
administration, military and paramilitary. Many of the crimes charged relate to grave
breaches of the Geneva Convention, violations of the laws or customs of war (Hague
Convention of 1907) and crimes against humanity (as partially defined at Nuremberg)
focusing in large part on the concentration camps operated in early 1992 in the
northwestern part of Bosnia. This time and area were also the focus of much of the
MAHR work in compiling the database and drafting a template Indictment which was
forwarded to the Tribunal in 1994.

MAHR
Attorney,
Peter
Thompson,
meels with
Minna
Scharg,
senior trial
atiorney in
the war
crimes
tribunal
COUrtroom.

Justice Goldstone, Chief Prosecutor, also has indicted Radovan Karadzic, President
of the self-styled Bosnian Republic, and General Ratko Mladic, General of the
Bosnian-Serb Forces, for control and command responsibility for the crimes mentioned
above and for genocide. These prosecutions of high-ranking officials for genocide
are, of course, precedent setting.

At this point in time, only one defendant, Dusko Tadic, a guard at the Omarska
Detention Camp is in custody. His case is proving to be a sounding board for new
jurisprudence being established. On August 10, 1995, the Tribunal Trial Chamber
denied Tadic's Motion attacking the jurisdiction of the Tribunal in a lengthy opinion
and also granted in part and denied in part the Prosecutor's Motion for Protective
Measures for Victims and Witnesses in a two-to-one decision. Both decisions have
been appealed from the Trial Chamber to the Appellate Chamber.

Mr. Thompson met with Justice Goldstone and Mr. Blewitt and later had informal
meetings with two of the three senior trial attorneys of the Tribunal, Minna Scharg
of the Uniled States and Eric Ostberg of Sweden. They anticipate the trial of Tadic
in November. Minna Scharg, a partner in New York's Proskauer, Rosc, Goetz and
Mendelson law firm, was doing sceuritics fraud and white collar criminal defense
betore she was requested by the State Department to join the prosceution team. She
15 a former Assistant United States Attorney from the Southern District of New York,
[er appomtment was highlighted in the American Lawyer in April, 19951
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Letter Writing: Prof. Ding

Minnesota Advocates used its presence at
the Fourth World Conference on Women
(FWCW) to bring attention to the case of
Professor Ding Zilin, a Chinese human
rights activist detained by Chinese
authorities just prior to the conference. A
professor at the People's University of
China, Ms. Ding is an outspoken organizer
of the families of victims of the 1989
massacre at Tiananmen Square. Professor
Ding's 17-year old son was killed by
Chinese government troops in Tiananmen.

Professor Ding was a visible organizer of
an "open letter" from the families of 27 of
the victims demanding the establishment
of a special fact-finding commission to
investigate the Tiananmenmassacre. The
letter called for an accounting of each
victim, the establishment of his/her cause
of death and an explanation to the family.

In late August 1995, days before the
Women's Conference was scheduled to
begin in Beijing, Professor Ding and her
husband were arrested in Jiangsu Province.
It is believed that their arrest, which
authorities claim is based on charges ofan
economic nature, was timed to prevent
contact between Professor Ding and the
international attendees to the FWCW.

Minnesota Advocates, in collaboration
with the organizations Human Rights in
China and International Federation of
HumanRights (FIDH), circulated a petition
requesting Professor Ding's release for
signature by conference participants. The
signed petition was presented to the
Chinese delegation on the last day of the
FWCW.

Professor Ding remains incustody. Please
write a letter requesting herrelease and a
response to the request for an independent
fact-finding investigation into the 1989
Tiananmen Square massacre to

Jiang Zemin, President
State Council

Beijing, PRC 100801
Fax: 011-8610-467-7351

LiPeng, Premier

Guowuyuan, 9 Xihuangechenggenbeijic
Beijing, PRC 100032

Fax: 011-8610-512-5810






