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Child Mortality and Human R|ghts

New prolect brings human rights law to flght for child survival

This year, across the developing world,
12.2 million children under the age of
five will die largely. from preventable
diseases. Advances in child survival
have reached only aportion of the
children around the globe. Even within
developed countries, there are signifi-
cant discrepancies in child mortality
rates for certain populations. How can
human rights law be harnessed to
promote cost-effective measures to
increase child survival?

Minnesota Advocates has launched an
innovative project bringing the tools of
international human rights law to bear
on the problem of child mortality. An
interdisciplinary team of professionals
from public health, law, medicine, and
the social sciences will study the rates
and causes of child mortality (under age
five) in three countries and make
recommendations as to steps that can
be taken by governments and organiza-
tions to improve child survival and
quality of life within the context of
available resources. Much research
already indicates that child mortality
rates can be dramatically reduced by
relatively simple, inexpensive measures.

Case studies of three countries will be
the initial focus of the project. These
countries reflect different levels of
economic development: Uganda,
Mexico and the Midwestern region of
the United States (Chicago, Milwau-
kee, Detroit, Indianapolis and Minne-
apolis). The project is gathering the

available research and analyzing the
data on under-five child mortality within
each region. How do child mortality
rates and causes differ among racial,
ethnic, socio-economic, and urban/rural
groups? We are interested in both the
failures and successes in reducing child
mortality.

In year one, the project will issue a
report analyzing child mortality in each
geographic location, setting forth the
relevant obligations under international
human rights law, and making recom-
mendations as to cost-effective steps
that should be taken to increase child
survival.

The Ford Foundation and a gift from
the plaintiffs in a health care settlement
with Blue Cross Blue Shield have
provided the support that allows
Minnesota Advocates to take on this
ground-breaking project. For years,
human rights groups have focused on
civil and political rights to the exclusion
of the economic and social rights which
are also an integral part of international
law. The rights to health, shelter and

education, for example, have defied the
normative framework under which
human rights groups operate. Because
these rights have been difficult to
define, hard to enforce, and unpopular
in the West, they have been largely
ignored. By taking the specific problem
of high child mortality, Minnesota
Advocates bridges the gap between
economic/social and civil/political
rights. The issue of child survival
touches both “sides” of the spectrum -
implicating the right to health and
children’s rights, as well as the right to
life, and rights involving freedom from
discrimination. The practical case
studies and concrete recommendations
will bring new skills, new alliances and
new points of advocacy to the protec-
tion of the entire continum of human
rights.

Volunteers are welcome to join the
project. Please contact Nancy Arnison,
Project Director at the Minnesota
Advocates office if you are interested
in volunteering. The project will also be
hiring for two positions, see the job
announcements on page 3.0
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Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights: Completing the Circle

The Child Mortality Project, described on page one of this newsletter, represents
an exciting new step for Minnesota Advocates and for the human rights commu-
nity. For too long, human rights advocates have focused all their attention on
civil and political rights, while failing to complete the circle by monitoring abuses
like the right to health, to education, and to an adequate standard of living.

Founding board member, Sam Heins, aptly observed: “It does seem out of
balance to be complaining about the poor conditions in the prisons of a country
where hundreds of thousands are dying from hunger and disease.” Of course, we
will not stop addressing prison conditions or the many other civil and political
violations that we monitor. But we must also speak out about a government’s
obligations toward its children, who are dying from easily preventable causes,
including infectious diseases, and lack of nutrition. Lives are at stake, and so are
rights.

The Child Mortality Project is an example of the vital and innovative work being
done in Minnesota Advocates. It is our hope that this project will focus the
international human rights community on the world’s children. In this way, we
will finally begin to complete the circle of human rights protection.l

Frey Selected for Twin Cities International Citizen Award

Barbara Frey, Executive Director of Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights will be one of six
individuals to receive the 1996 Twin Cities Interna-
tional Citizen Awards at a dinner in St. Paul on
October 17.

Frey has served as Executive Director of Minnesota
Advocates for the last eleven years. She is also
Chair of the St. Paul-Minneapolis Committee on
Foreign Relations. Frey teaches international human
rights law as an adjunct professor at the University
of Minnesota Law School as well as its Institute for
International Studies. She lectures and publishes
widely on human rights issues. In the last year alone, Frey made over 30 speaking
appearances to more than 1200 people in the Twin Cities area on human rights
topics. Frey was nominated by Mary Ranum and Tom Johnson, President and
Past President of the Board of Directors.

The awards ceremony will be held on Thursday, October 17, 1996, from 6:00 p.m.
until 9:30 p.m. at the Saint Paul University Club. Tickets to the dinner, hosted by
Mayors Norm Coleman and Sharon Sayles Belton, are $35 each. The keynote
addrss will be by Michael H. Armacost, President of the Brookings Institution. If
you are interested in attending, please call the awards committee at 612-673-2317
by October 11.M
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At its August 1996 session in New
York, the UN. Committee on Non-
Governmental Organizations acted to
recommend Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights for special Consultative
Status, Category II, to the Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC). Based
on this status, the organization will be
invited to provide information on its
human rights findings and recommen-
dations to the ECOSOC and its subsid-
iary bodies. ECOSOC is expected to
grant this recommended status in
October 1996.

ECOSOC recognizes that consultation
with non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) provides an important means
of futhering the purposes and prin-
ciples of the United Nations work. It
therefore grants status to those NGOs
which are known internationally for
their expertise in subjects relevant to
the U.N. Category II status is granted
to organizations that have a general
international concern in human rights,
rather than a concern about one
particular country, group or issue.

With Category II status, Minnesota
Advocates will be able to make written
and public statements to U.N. bodies
including the Commission on Human
Rights, the Sub-Commission on the
Prevention of Discrimination and the
Protection of Minorities, and the treaty
bodies that monitor states’ compliance
with major international human rights
treaties on children’s rights, race
discrimination, discrimination against
women, and many others. While
Minnesota Advocates has long
participated in these U.N. deliberations
and drafting, the consultative status
will offer more direct access to
meetings and a higher profile in the
debate,

Executive Director, Barbara Frey,

Advocates Recommended
for Special United Nations Status

represented Minnesota Advocates at
the August 26 session of the Committee
on NGOs to defend the application for
consultative status. The Committee is
composed of 19 state members:
Bulgaria, Chile, China, Costa Rica,
Cuba, Ethiopia, Greece, India, Indone-
sia, Ireland, Madagascar, Paraguay,
Philippines, the Russian Federation,
Sudan, Swaziland, Tunisia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.

The Irish delegate, Mr. John Biggar,
opened the discussion by stating his
full support for granting status to
Minnesota Advocates, noting espe-
cially the involvement of many well-
known human rights experts in the work
of the organization. The Irish
delegate’s only question was why the
organization, given its broad interna-
tional work, had applied for roster
status -- the lowest level of consultative
status -- rather than category II status.
Several other state delegates echoed
the sentiments of the Irish delegate, and
Ms. Frey was allowed to amend the
application orally to request category 11
status from the committee.

Other questions from the delegates
concerned the structure of the
organization’s membership (which
includes many international “group”
memberships by partner NGOs as well
as individual membership); the work of
the organization with the War Crimes
Tribunal on Former Yugoslavia; and
with reason for having “Minnesota” in
the organization’s name. Ms. Frey
indicated that keeping Minnesota in the
name of the organization was a sign of
the community’s pride in its human
rights work. The delegate of the UK.,
noted that the name of the well known
anti-hunger organization, Oxfam,
derived from Oxford, England. He also
noted that many good things originate
in the State of Minnesota, including the
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radio program “A Prairie Home
Companion,” featuring Garrison
Keillor.

See UN STATUS, page 10

Join Our Staff:

Minnesota Advocates' new Child
Mortality Project (see cover for
project description) is currently
accepting applications for :

Full-Time Project Coordinator:
Help PD to shape and manage the
project. Seek expertise in public
health, epidemiology, international
primary health care and, possibly
foreign aid issues. Requires excellent
skills in research, analysis and
writing. Should be highly organized,
detail-oriented, and comfortable
managing large amounts of informa-
tion.

Part-Time Administrative
Assistant:

Seek high-level computer skills for
report preparation including graphs,
maps and bibliographies, accuracy
with numbers, ability to work in a
team environment. Will communicate
with volunteers, assist with founda-
tion proposals, organize information
and contact lists, maintain files,
prepare agendas and correspon-
dence, set up meetings, handle some
clerical work. Applicants must work
well independently in a busy
environment.

Both positions are open immedi-
ately. Project is funded through July
1997 with possible extension
thereafter. Send letter and resume to
Nancy Arnison at the Minnesota
Advocates office. Include a writing

sample for Coordinator position.H
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