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“We must learn on our own terms
 what peace and freedom mean together. 

There can be no peace if there is social injustice and 
suppression of human rights, because external and internal 

peace are inseparable.” 
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The mission of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights
 is to implement international human rights standards 
to promote civil society and reinforce the rule of law. 

By involving volunteers in research, education, and advocacy, 
we build broad constituencies in the United States and 

selected global communities.

Our Mission



MMiinnnneessoottaa  AAddvvooccaatteess  ffoorr  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss

AAnnnnuuaall  RReeppoorrtt
aanndd

22000077  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  AAwwaarrddss  DDiinnnneerr  

PPrrooggrraamm

SSppeecciiaall  MMuussiicc  bbyy  JJeessúúss  PPuurriissaaccaa

GGrreeeettiinngg

DDiinnnneerr

EEnndd  ooff  SSiilleenntt  AAuuccttiioonn

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr’’ss  UUppddaattee

VVoolluunntteeeerr  AAwwaarrddss  --  IInn  MMeemmoorriiaamm
Selahadin Mohammed and Emily Sandall

TThhee  22000077  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  AAwwaarrddss
Priscilla Hayner and Sofia Macher

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  bbyy  TToottaall  PPrraaiissee  CChhoorruuss

KKeeyynnoottee  AAddddrreessss
Jerome J. Verdier Sr.

Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia

CClloossiinngg



AA  MMeessssaaggee  ttoo  OOuurr  GGuueessttss  aatt  tthhee  22000077  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  AAwwaarrddss  DDiinnnneerr
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WWeellccoommee  ttoo  oouurr  22000077  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  AAwwaarrddss  DDiinnnneerr,,  oouurr  aannnnuuaall  cceelleebbrraattiioonn  ooff  hhuummaann  rriigghhttss
aanndd  tthhee  vviibbrraanntt  ccoommmmuunniittyy  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  oouurr  wwoorrkk  ppoossssiibbllee..  

In June 2006, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights entered into an historic relationship with the newly 
established Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission. For the first time, a refugee community in the
United States will have the opportunity to participate in the rebuilding of its country through the truth and 
reconciliation process. We believe this pioneering work will create a new model for building peace after peri-
ods of armed conflict and massive human rights abuses.

Truth and Reconciliation Commissions (TRCs) have operated throughout the world during the past few
decades. Countries including Argentina, Chile, Guatemala, El Salvador, Peru, South Africa and Sierra Leone
have all created TRCs. Several other countries, including Nepal, Zimbabwe and Cambodia are considering
establishing them. 

TRCs generally have both backward and forward looking elements. The “truth seeking” function involves 
establishing what really happened during the period of violence - and the reasons for it. A TRC carries out
this function by gathering and analyzing testimonies from victims, witnesses, and perpetrators. TRCs may
make recommendations for prosecutions of perpetrators identified through the truth seeking process.

TRCs also propose national strategies for accountability and institutional reform to create democratic institu-
tions and prevent future human rights violations. They recommend reparations to address the needs of vic-
tims. They develop reconciliation initiatives to help victims heal and help the society move forward. TRCs
also often honor the memory of the victims by constructing memorials or museums. 

Human rights organizations play an important role in the TRC process by promoting accountability and work-
ing to end impunity. They work to ensure that the proposed institutional reforms are based on international
human rights standards, and they can hold governments accountable for implementing the recommenda-
tions of TRCs when the attention of the international community has faded. Minnesota Advocates is creating
a new role for human rights organizations: using volunteers in the United States to help secure a lasting
peace. 

This year has been both exciting and challenging for Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights. We thank you
so much for your generous support. Without you, this work and the other projects outlined in this annual 
report would not be possible. 

Sincerely, 

Robin Phillips Aviva Breen
Executive Director President of the Board



KKeeyynnoottee  SSppeeaakkeerr

Priscilla Hayner is
an expert on truth
commissions
around the world
and has written
widely on the sub-
ject. Ms. Hayner is
a co-founder of the
International Cen-
ter for Transitional
Justice, where she
currently serves
as Director of the

Peace and Justice Program. Prior to joining the ICTJ,
Ms. Hayner served as a consultant to the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights and as a program 
officer on international human rights and world security
for the Mertz Gilmore Foundation. 

Sofia Macher has been
involved in the human
rights movement for
nearly three decades,
including tenures as the
first female head of the
Peruvian branch of
Amnesty International,
three consecutive terms
with the Executive Inter-
national Committee of
Amnesty International,
and a position on the
Executive Secretariat of
the National Organizing
Committee of Human

Rights. Dr. Macher also served as a Commissioner for
Peru’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, docu-
menting the worst tragedies of Peru during its history
as a Republic. 

TThhee  22000077  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  AAwwaarrdd  HHoonnoorreeeess
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Jerome J. Verdier Sr., Chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission of Liberia, was a leading human rights and civil society activist
prior to his selection to serve on the TRC. He holds a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration (BBA) Degree in Accounting and Economics
(1988) from the University of Liberia and a Bachelor of Laws Degree
(LLB) from its Louis Arthur Grimes School of Law. Apart from working
both in the private and public sectors as Senior Accountant, Comp-
troller and Executive Director, he has been instrumental in strengthen-
ing civil society advocacy by serving in several capacities: Executive
Director of Liberia Democracy Watch (LDW); Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the National Human Rights Center of Liberia (NHRCL), a
consortium of nine human rights and pro-democracy organizations;
Board Chairperson of the Foundation for International Dignity (FIND);
Senior Staff Attorney for the Association of Environmental Lawyers
(Green Advocates); and the first Research & Program Officer of the
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC). Mr. Verdier is a prac-

ticing attorney, credited for rendering pro bono legal services to indigent clients, civil society activists and journal-
ists, while leading civil society adversarial legal teams in several successful lawsuits against the government of
Liberia.

JJeerroommee  JJ..  VVeerrddiieerr  SSrr..

PPrriisscciillllaa  HHaayynneerr SSooffiiaa  MMaacchheerr



Selahadin 
Mohammed joined
Minnesota Advo-
cates as a volunteer
shortly after arriving
in the United States.
Selahadin had 
volunteered with the
United Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR)
while living in
Sudan, and contin-
ued his extraordi-
nary lifelong
commitment to 
service as a volun-
teer interpreter and
translator helping
asylum seekers in
Minnesota. 

Selahadin died in an automobile accident on Decem-
ber 11, 2006 at the age of 34.

A speaker of Arabic, Tigrinya, Amharic, Tigre, Saho
and Russian, Selahadin was always ready to assist
with his remarkable language skills. He filled many of
the Refugee and Immigrant Program’s requests for 
interpreters and translators of those languages, some-
times with only a few hours notice. Staff members 
recall a particular day when Selahadin interpreted for
two different clients at different times of the day, a 
reflection of his sincere dedication to human rights. His
smiles and gentle demeanor put Minnesota Advocates’
asylum clients at ease, allowing them to feel more
comfortable in telling their difficult stories. Selahadin 
interpreted for clients in such a skilled and thoughtful
manner that these clients would often schedule their
appointments around his availability. In November
2006, Minnesota Advocates honored Selahadin for his
tremendous generosity in sharing his talents as an 
interpreter. 

Selahadin is survived by his wife and two young
daughters, to whom we extend our deepest sympa-
thies. We are very grateful for his commitment to 
Minnesota Advocates’ work in protecting the rights of
asylum seekers, and we miss him very much.

Emily Sandall, 25, was a passionate volunteer with the
students at the Sankhu-Palubari Community School in
Nepal. Emily lived a life full of service and adventure,
from working with the Sankhu children in Nepal, street
children in Mexico and evacuees in New Orleans to
leading teens on wilderness trips in Montana, Min-
nesota and Canada. The people she served deeply 
influenced her lifestyle and worldview. Emily died in a
hiking accident in Yosemite National Park on Novem-
ber 8, 2006. 

Introspective and insightful beyond her years, Emily’s
hope for her life was to “…continue to evolve in a way
that is gentle on the world around us. I come from a
background, a race, a culture where I know I breathe
easier. I hope to live in a way that balances it. Live in a
way where my choices don’t hinder another, and rather
support a system, a movement, and a lifestyle where
others, animals, and the natural world live in a place
that is just and fair.” Emily achieved this hope. She
was a minimalist in her lifestyle and generous with her
concern, her attention, and her bright and shining 
personality. 

To honor Emily’s work with disadvantaged youth and
her hopes and plans for the future, her family estab-
lished the Emily Sandall Foundation. The foundation’s
first donation was given in honor of Emily’s life, dreams
and aspirations to support the Sankhu-Palubari Com-
munity School children. We extend our heartfelt sym-
pathy to Emily’s family for their loss and our sincere
gratitude for their generous support.
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TThhee  22000077  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  VVoolluunntteeeerr  AAwwaarrdd  HHoonnoorreeeess  --  IInn  MMeemmoorriiaamm

SSeellaahhaaddiinn  MMoohhaammmmeedd EEmmiillyy  SSaannddaallll
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Minnesota Advocates was founded in 1983 by a group of Minnesota lawyers who recognized the community’s
unique spirit of social justice as an opportunity to promote and protect human rights in the United States and
around the world. 

MMiinnnneessoottaa  AAddvvooccaatteess::
• investigates and exposes human rights violations internationally and in the United States;
• represents immigrants and refugees who are victims of human rights abuses;
• trains and assists groups that protect human rights; and
• works through education and advocacy to engage the public, policymakers and children about human 
rights and cultural understanding. 

The organization has produced more than 50 reports documenting human rights practices in more than 25 coun-
tries, and works with partners overseas and in the United States to restore and protect human rights. Minnesota
Advocates holds Special Consultative Status with the United Nations. 

RReeffuuggeeee  aanndd  IImmmmiiggrraanntt  PPrrooggrraamm
Our Refugee and Immigrant Program represents individuals who are at risk of deportation to their home countries
where they face persecution, torture, and death due to race, religion, nationality, social group, or political belief.
Clients include political activists, human rights workers, journalists, children, and teachers. More than 350 Min-
nesota Advocates volunteer lawyers represent hundreds of asylum seekers every year.

WWoommeenn’’ss  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  PPrrooggrraamm
The Women’s Human Rights Program of Minnesota Advocates applies international human rights standards to
advocate for women’s rights in the United States and around the world. The program has published 16 reports on
women’s human rights violations in 12 countries, collaborating with local organizations overseas and in the
United States to document domestic violence, rape, employment discrimination, sexual harassment in the work-
place, and trafficking in women and girls for commercial sexual exploitation. The Women’s Program also provides
training on legal reform related to violence against women and consultation on new domestic violence laws to
legal professionals and women’s organizations in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. 

HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  EEdduuccaattiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm
Through school and community-based education and professional training, the Human Rights Education Pro-
gram teaches the principles of human rights to K-12 classrooms, works to combat racism and anti-immigrant 
sentiment, and trains professionals to promote and defend international human rights. Education experts create
curricula, lesson plans, and other tools that are used locally and nationally as a means of educating others about
human rights. Minnesota Advocates reaches thousands of people each year by conducting training sessions,
holding community forums, teaching law courses and providing other public education opportunities.

SSppeecciiaall  PPrroojjeeccttss
• DDeeaatthh  PPeennaallttyy  PPrroojjeecctt::  Minnesota Advocates’ Death Penalty Project provides education and advocacy on 
death penalty issues in our own community. The Death Penalty Project’s advocacy efforts focus on opposing 
attempts to reintroduce capital punishment in Minnesota.

• HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  MMoonniittoorriinngg  PPrroojjeecctt:: Minnesota Advocates uses traditional human rights monitoring methods to
document human rights abuses in select communities around the world. This work includes documentation, 
reporting, and recommendations to governments and institutions. 

• LLiibbeerriiaann  TTrruutthh  aanndd  RReeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  PPrroojjeecctt:: As the implementing partner for the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission of Liberia, Minnesota Advocates is coordinating the process of statement-taking from 
Liberians in the United States and the subregion of West Africa. Minnesota Advocates will draft a report to the 
Commission and will present findings and witness testimony at public hearings in the United States. 

• NNeeppaall  SScchhooooll  PPrroojjeecctt:: Minnesota Advocates collaborates with community leaders in the village of Sankhu, 
Nepal, to educate 220 of the region’s poorest students at the Sankhu-Palubari Community School.

AAbboouutt  MMiinnnneessoottaa  AAddvvooccaatteess  ffoorr  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss
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• Submitted a shadow report and briefed members of 
the United Nations Human Rights Committee at the 
United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland on US com-
pliance with the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

• Collaborated with Pangea World Theater on a dra-
matic production, Journey to Safety, based on the 
Minnesota Advocates report on battered refugee 
and immigrant women. A training video and facilita-
tor’s guide of the production will be distributed at a 
national conference of criminal justice professionals 
in June 2007.

• Served on the national steering committee of 
ProBono.Net’s Immigration Advocacy Network to de-
sign and implement a national online resource for 
immigration legal advocates.

AAddvvooccaaccyy

• Held annual Human Rights Awards Dinner, featuring 
keynote speaker Hauwa Ibrahim, Nigerian human 
rights lawyer and winner of the Sakharov Prize, 
known for her work defending the rights guaranteed 
by the Nigerian Constitution and international human 
rights law. Also honored were Kao Ly Ilean Her, 
Executive Director of the Council on Asian-Pacific 
Minnesotans, Lupe Serrano, Executive Director of 
Casa de Esperanza and volunteers Penny Parker 
and Tammy Tucker. 

• Led a team of four volunteers to Liberia in February 
to formally sign the Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
of Liberia naming Minnesota Advocates the official 
partner for the TRC in the United States and to 
observe statement-taking in Liberia. 

AAnnnnuuaall  OOvveerrvviieeww  22000066  --  22000077

Arvonne and Don Fraser speaking with 
Garrison Keillor, master of ceremonies at the

2006 Human Rights Awards Dinner

Board President Aviva Breen 
welcoming guests to the 

2006 Human Rights Awards Dinner

Minnesota Advocates staff with 
Advisory Committee Member Loan Huynh at

an immigration bill hearing

Intern Leah Tran with Development and Communications Director Sarah
Herder at Minnesota Advocates’ 2006 State Fair Booth

2007 IWD attendees, including Board Member Marlene Kayser (center),
speaking with keynote speaker María José Alcalá (right)
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• Provided full legal representation in 452 new and on-
going asylum and related cases. Placed 61 asylum 
cases with 75 volunteer attorneys, representing 
clients from Belorussia, Cameroon, Chad, China, 
Congo-Brazaville, Cuba, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gam-
bia, Guatemala, Guinea, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, Laos, Liberia, Myanmar, Nigeria, 
Russia, Rwanda, Somalia, Togo, Ukraine, and 
Yemen. Closed 89 full representation cases in asy-
lum and related matters. 

• Trained over 200 Liberian TRC Project volunteers to 
take statements from Liberians residing in the United 
States. This groundbreaking project marks the first 
time refugees have been included in the “truth 
telling” function of truth and reconciliation 
commissions.

• Co-presented the 12th Annual International 
Women’s Day Celebration in March 2007 with the 
University of Minnesota Human Rights Program. 
The event included keynote speaker María José Al-
calá of the UNFPA, eleven workshops on women’s 
human rights issues, an Amnesty International photo 
exhibit on the Juárez femicides, and a closing cere-
mony created by Global Site Performance. A record 
70 organizations co-sponsored this year’s event.

• Coordinated legal services at the Bloomington Immi-
gration Court for individuals detained as a result of 
the raids at Swift plants in December 2006, and 
acted as liaison with legal service providers in 
Georgia.

• Testified at the Minnesota Legislature about a bill to 
divest interests in Sudan. 

Staff members Min Chong, David Takassi, and Kim Babine 
working with Board Member Sandra Johnson 
on the 2007 Awards Dinner Silent Auction

Joe Van Sloun, Amanda Cialkowski, Susan MacMenamin, and Mark
Girouard from Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson assisted with drafting a

shadow report to the United Nations Human Rights Committee

Chad Stewart and Candee Goodman at the
2006 Human Rights Awards Dinner

Liberian Minister of Labor and Minnesota 
Advocates Board Member Samuel Kofi Woods II

2006 Human Rights Award Recipient 
Kao Ly Ilean Her
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• Recruited and trained volunteer interpreters who 
handled over 200 interpreting and translating 
assignments.

• Provided consultations to advocates in Central and 
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union on 
legal reform on violence against women. 

• Partnered with the Liberian TRC to take statments 
from Liberian refugees in Buduburam Refugee 
Camp in Ghana. 

• Attended the third annual Stop Violence Against 
Women (StopVAW) website meeting in June 2006 in 
Budapest, Hungary. Website Monitors attended the 
meeting to discuss their StopVAW work with Minne-
sota Advocates and the Network Women’s Program 
of Open Society Institute.

• Officially launched completed Energy of a Nation
website to provide updates on immigration legisla-
tion and advocacy opportunities.

• Served as Co-Chair of the Detention Watch Net-
work, the only national coalition in the United States 
that works for the rights of immigrant detainees.

• Provided brief legal services and advice to over 550 
clients at the Park Avenue Foundation/Volunteer 
Lawyers Network Walk-In Legal Advice Clinic, the 
Minnesota AIDS Project, the Center for Victims of 
Torture, the Center for Families, Park Haven Apart-
ments, and the St. Paul Public Schools LEAP 
Academy.

• Served as co-chair of the Minnesota State Bar 
Association’s Human Rights Committee.

Board Member David Weissbrodt presenting
Penny Parker’s 2006 Volunteer Award 

to her mother, Shirley Parker

2006 Volunteer Award Winner Tammy Tucker
with Neela Hammer-Tucker 

and Rochelle Hammer

Board Member Jeffrey Keyes, speaker Imani Jaafar-Mohammad, and 
Women’s Program Director Cheryl Thomas at a Women’s Human Rights Speaker Series 

co-sponsored by Briggs and Morgan PA

Members of the Liberian TRC Project National Community Advisory Committee: (back) Yende 
Anderson, Irvinton Ben, James Qualah, TRC Chairman Cllr. Jerome J. Verdier, Sr., Calvin Dwuye,

(front) Minnesota Advocates Deputy Director Jennifer Prestholdt, Patrick Kugmeh, 
Minnesota Advocates Refugee and Immigrant Program Director Michele Garnett McKenzie,

Willametta Saydee, and Minnesota Advocates TRC Program Associate Ahmed Sirleaf

AAnnnnuuaall  OOvveerrvviieeww  22000066  --  22000077  (continued)



Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights • 9

EEdduuccaattiioonn

• Held the 22nd Annual Asylum Conference in June 
2007. Conference faculty included Ben Casper, 
Immigration Judge Joseph Dierkes, Paula Duthoy, 
Karen Ellingson, Robert Gilbertson, Alan Goldfarb, 
Emily Good, Kevin Lashus, Assistant Chief Counsel 
Terry Louie, Kenneth Madsen, Michele Garnett 
McKenzie, Lynn Mershon, Nancy Peterson, Paschal 
Nwokocha, Immigration Judge Kristin Olmanson, 
Acting Chairman Juan P. Osuna, Malinda 
Schmiechen, Dinesh Shenoy, Steven Thal, and 
Joseph Vail.

• Presented a workshop on a lesson from the Road to 
Peace curriculum and participated in the post-con-
ference action plan discussion panel at the MnSCU 
conference on genocide. 

• Collaborated with Minnesota Council of Churches, 
Hennepin County Office of Multicultural Services, 
and the Minnesota Department of Health to produce 
materials promoting an innovative joint project that 
connects new asylees with services and support. 

• Continued to coordinate the Minnesota Detention 
Project to provide free legal services to immigration 
detainees at their first court appearances.

TRC Commissioner Massa Washington (center) with TRC Advisory
Committee Members Patrick Kugmeh (left) and Momolu Sirleaf

Students at Crossroads Alternative High School with Moving Lives
Artists (back row): Jesús Purisaca, Ed Bok Lee, and Ibé Kaba

Minnesota Advocates staff: Julia Kashaeva
(top), Ann Theisen, and Sarah Herder

Hugh Parmer, President of the American
Refugee Committee speaking at the 

Children’s Human Rights Speaker Series 
co-presented by Faegre & Benson LLP

Brikti Hiwet (left) of Powderhorn Phillips Cultural
Wellness Center visiting the Minnesota Interna-
tional Health Volunteers table at International

Women’s Day, staffed by Safiya Jama
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• Held the Fifth Annual Human Rights Law and Policy 
Conference, Children Left Behind: A Child’s Right to 
Education in the U.S. in June 2007. Featured speak-
ers included Scott Abernathy, Anne Carroll, Amy J. 
Goetz, Baris Gumus-Dawes, Natela Jordan, Carlos 
Mariani, Joe Nathan, Todd Otis, Elizabeth Sullivan, 
and Ladan Yusuf.

• Hosted an Immigration Roundtable at the Interna-
tional Institute of Minnesota, featuring local Depart-
ment of Homeland Security leadership, St. Paul Po-
lice Chief John M. Harrington, Shoba Sivaprasad 
Wadhia of the National Immigration Forum, and 
local immigration advocates. 

• Provided training to staff at the Hennepin County 
Department of Corrections, West 7th Community 
Center Women’s Health Fair, and students at Car-
leton College on domestic violence in refugee and 
immigrant communities. 

• Educated the public about issues related to immigra-
tion at the Immigration Fuels Our Nation booth at the 
2006 Minnesota State Fair. Volunteers and staff 
distributed thousands of buttons and hundreds of 
fact sheets.

• Provided diversity training at Sandburg Middle 
School, Creative Arts High School, Perpich Center 
for Performing Arts, Work Opportunity Center, and 
Intermedia Arts.

• Presented Journey to Safety along with panel dis-
cussions on the barriers facing battered refugee and 
immigrant women for legislators and public officials 
at the Revisor of Statutes Office, attendees at the 
Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women annual 
meeting, Partners for Violence Prevention and the 
Saint Paul Police Department, child protection staff, 
public health faculty and students, and the Public 
Law Section of the Minnesota State Bar Association.

Attendees at a Refugee and Immigrant Program house party in October 2006 
hosted by Dr. Hyder Khan and Nazneen Khatoon

Women’s Program Director Cheryl Thomas
with William Heegaard at the 

2006 Walk for Justice

The signing of the Robertsport Accord (memorandum of understanding
with the Liberian TRC) in Robertsport, Liberia in February 2007

2006 Human Rights Award Recipient and Keynote Speaker 
Hauwa Ibrahim with Board Member Hon. Hubert H. Humphrey III

AAnnnnuuaall  OOvveerrvviieeww  22000066  --  22000077  (continued)
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• Presented information about human trafficking to the 
St. Cloud Forum for Executive Women.

• Presented the Women’s Human Rights Film Series 
in partnership with the Friends of the Saint Paul 
Public Library.

• Presented the Human Rights and Justice Film 
Series in partnership with the Friends of the Saint 
Paul Public Library and The Innocence Project of 
Minnesota.

• Trained teachers of English Language Learners on 
general immigration issues. Also educated teachers 
in training at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee 
and Hamline University on understanding immigra-
tion and advocating for immigrant families. 

• Educated students of the University of St. Thomas, 
College of St. Catherine, and Minneapolis College of 
Business about human rights issues. 

• Gave a presentation titled the “Human Cost of War 
Around the World” for community members at an 
event presentation hosted by the Islamic Center of 
Minnesota. 

• Educated attendees of the Christian Legal Society 
conference in San Antonio, Texas about the work of 
the Walk-in Legal Clinic.

• Moderated a panel at the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association annual conference.

• Conducted immigration presentations at churches, 
places of employment, community centers and 
private homes.

• Administered on-site professional development 
human rights trainings for educators in seven metro 
area school districts.

• Presented information on “Peace and Human 
Rights” to people from different faith communities at 
a Northern Lights Society dinner in October 2006.

• Hosted a successful Human Rights Day seminar, 
In the Shadows: Non-Citizens and U.S. Violations of 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, in partnership with the University of 
Minnesota Human Rights Center.

• Presented information about the Liberian TRC to 
dozens of Liberian organizations, community 
groups, students, volunteers, and social service 
providers in Minnesota, Chicago, Atlanta, New York, 
Philadelphia, Providence, and Washington D.C. 

• Distributed hundreds of Energy of a Nation materials 
promoting a human rights perspective on immigra-
tion to teachers, service providers and the general 
public throughout the nation. 

Dianne Heins from Faegre & Benson 
introducing speakers at a Liberia TRC training

Students at the Sankhu-Palubari Community
School in Nepal in February 2007

Staff attorney Rebecca Palmer, Chelsea 
Zimmerman, and Judge Lloyd Zimmerman 
with Chelsea’s silent auction win from the 

2006 Human Rights Awards Dinner
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• Presented on child labor for middle school students 
from the YMCA in East St. Paul.

• Taught Immigration Law Clinic at the University of 
Minnesota Law School as adjunct faculty. 

• Partnered with Briggs and Morgan, P.A. to present 
the Women’s Human Rights Speaker Series, cover-
ing topics including progress in legal reform on vio-
lence against women in Central Asia and the Cauca-
sus, women’s rights in Islam, and human trafficking.

• Partnered with Dorsey & Whitney LLP to present 
the Death Penalty Speaker Series, covering topics 
including reinstatement efforts in Wisconsin, the role 
of the media in explaining capital cases, and the 
federal death penalty. 

• Conducted immigration presentations at Irondale 
High School, Perpich Center for Arts Education, 
Crossroads Alternative High School, Champlin Park 
High School, Metro State University and the 
University of Minnesota. 

• Presented information on asylum, immigration and 
other related issues at the University of Minnesota in 
Duluth, the University of Minnesota Law School, 
William Mitchell College, Fredrickson & Byron, and 
the Minnesota Department of Human Rights’ 2006 
Conference. 

• Moderated a teleconference focused on updates in 
the asylum process and providing effective legal 
services to victims of torture for the American Immi-
gration Lawyers Association.

Staff members: (back) Ingrid Haugland, Julia Kashaeva, Fatima Jawaid,
(front) Emily Farell, David Takassi, and Laura Young

Moving Lives Artist Jesús Purisaca (right) with 
Crossroads Alternative High School Student Wayne Savage at a 

Human Rights Day Celebration workshop

Hon. Wesseh Blamo from Liberian Parliament
meets with Minnesota Advocates’ delegation 

in Monrovia in February 2007

Jeanne Voigt (left) and Judge Nino Bakakuri
(center) with Minnesota Advocates’ Women’s

Program staff members Cheryl Thomas, 
Laura Nelson, and Mary Ellingen at the 
Court of Appeals in Tbilisi, Georgia

Eric Jorstad speaking at a 
Death Penalty Lecture Series 

co-sponsored by Dorsey & Whitney LLP

AAnnnnuuaall  OOvveerrvviieeww  22000066  --  22000077  (continued)
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• Partnered with Faegre & Benson LLP to present the 
Children’s Human Rights Speaker Series, covering 
topics including the girl-child, infant mortality, and 
child soldiers.

• Partnered with Fredrikson & Byron, PA to present 
the Human Rights Lecture Series, covering topics 
such as human rights and national security, and 
housing and health care as human rights.

RReesseeaarrcchh

• Led a fact-finding mission to the Republic of Georgia 
to conduct research on domestic violence and child 
abuse commissioned by a consortium of United 
Nations agencies.

• Led a fact-finding mission to Bulgaria to gather infor-
mation about the implementation of their new 
domestic violence law.

• Completed fact-finding research and writing for 
Domestic Violence in Tajikistan. 

• Brought together leaders of different faith back-
grounds to discuss messaging around immigration 
issues in focus groups around Minnesota.

PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss  &&  AAwwaarrddss

• Published Domestic Violence and Child Abuse in 
Georgia: An Assessment of Current Standings of 
Law and Practice Regarding Domestic Violence and 
Child Abuse in Georgia, and Recommendations for 
Future United Nations Country Team Involvement, in 
collaboration with the Institute for Policy Studies, 
Georgia. 

• Co-authored a shadow report to the United Nations 
on problems with U.S. Compliance with the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Viola-
tions of the Rights of Aliens, a report to the United 
Nations Human Rights Committee on the Second 
and Third Periodic Report of the United States of 
America

• Published Voices from Silence: Personal Accounts 
of the Long-Term Impact of 9/11.

• Received Charity Navigator’s highest 4-star rating 
for sound fiscal management. 

• Met all standards of the Charities Review Council. 

Dulce Foster of Fredrikson & Byron and 
Jim O’Neal of Faegre & Benson 
in Liberia in February 2007

A sign advertising the TRC in Liberia
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RReeffuuggeeee  aanndd  IImmmmiiggrraanntt  PPrrooggrraamm  
VVoolluunntteeeerr  AAwwaarrddss

The Refugee and Immigrant Program honored three of
its longtime volunteer attorneys at its Fall House Party
in November 2006. We thank Lesley Guyton, Nancy
Peterson, and Wayne Popham for all of their work on
behalf of indigent asylum seekers. Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights appreciates the generosity and
dedication of these three individuals. 

LLeesslleeyy  GGuuyyttoonn is a private 
immigration attorney at the
Guyton Law Office. She has
been an active volunteer with
the Refugee and Immigrant
Program as a member of the
Steering Committee and as a
mentor for attorneys who 
represent asylum seekers
through Minnesota Advo-
cates. Throughout the years,
Lesley has graciously and

thoroughly guided volunteer attorneys through the
maze of asylum law and practice. We are honored to
again recognize Lesley’s contribution to providing pro
bono legal services to asylum seekers.

WWaayynnee  PPoopphhaamm is a 
private attorney at the
Popham Law Office.
Wayne has been a long-
time volunteer attorney
with the Refugee and Im-
migrant Program, repre-
senting asylum seekers
in the Immigration Court.
We would like to thank
Wayne for generously
agreeing to represent so
many of our clients,
some of whom have had
difficult and complex cases.

NNaannccyy  PPeetteerrssoonn is also a private immigration attorney
at the Law Office of Nancy Peterson. For many years,
Nancy has volunteered her legal services as a mentor
to Minnesota Advocates’ volunteer attorneys for the
Refugee and Immigrant Program. Many of the volun-
teer attorneys have commented that Nancy was 
extremely helpful as they represented their asylum
clients. Nancy has also been a loyal volunteer at the
Park Avenue Foundation/Volunteers Lawyers Network
Walk-in Legal Clinic. We are grateful to Nancy for all
the time she has given.

22000077  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  AAwwaarrddss  DDiinnnneerr  --  SSppeecciiaall  TThhaannkkss

• To BBoouulleevvaarrdd  GGaarrddeennss for donating flowers for the event.

• To BBiillll  CCaammeerroonn for photography at the event.

• To MMaarriiee  EEnnggee and JJoohhnnssoonn  DDeessiiggnn  ++  EEttcc for donating the design of the Awards Dinner’s invitation and 
program cover.

• To DDiijjaannaa  AAnnddiicc, KKaarrnnaa  BBeerrgg, KKaarreenn  EEvvaannss, RRaacchheell  JJoohhnnssoonn, CChheellllii  PPhhiilllliippss  RRaayy, and LLiillyy  TTrrooiiaa for assisting 
with the event.

• To JJeessúúss  PPuurriissaaccaa and TToottaall  PPrraaiissee  CChhoorruuss for providing music for the event.

• To all of our silent auction donors.

AAnnnnuuaall  OOvveerrvviieeww  22000066  --  22000077  (continued)
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Ford Foundation – 
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JEHT Foundation
Legal Services 
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P.L.L.P.
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Federal Bar 
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James P. Martineau 
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Foundation

Myers Thompson P.A.
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Jeffrey F. Shaw
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Commerce LLC
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Gette LLP
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American Immigration
Lawyers Assoc.

Ameriprise Financial
Services Foundation

Karna Berg
Best & Flanagan LLP
Michael K. & Martha
Montag Brown

William & Connie
Cameron

Steven & Cathy Carlson
City of Minneapolis
Clara Davis
Frances Davis
Elmer & Eleanor
Andersen Foundation

Faegre & Benson, LLP
Barbara A. Frey
Ann Frisch
Susan H. Gebelein
John Getsinger
Gray, Plant, Mooty, 
Mooty & Bennett 
Foundation

Halleland, Lewis, Nilan 
& Johnson, P.A.

Samuel L. Hanson
Headwaters Foundation
for Justice

Jeff & Lucy Heegaard
William & Elizabeth
Heegaard

Hennepin County Bar
Foundation

Henson & Efron, PA 
Muzammil Hussain
John Eisberg & Susan
Kline Charitable Fund

Jeffrey J. Keyes
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Eun-Young Kim

David Amos & Muria
Kruger

Larson-King, LLP
Kathy Lenzmeier
Mark & Charlie’s Gay
Fund for Moral Values

Maslon, Edelman,
Borman & Brand LLP

Medtronic Foundation
Ellen Michael & Robert
Luce

Jim O’Neal
Rebecca Palmer & 
Lloyd Zimmerman

Robin Phillips
Productivity, INC.
Ramsey County Bar
Foundation

Walter & Paula Richey
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Anjum
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P.A.
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Foundation
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Evans Foundation
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Sandbo
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Ruth Usem
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William Mitchell College
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Women’s Foundation of
Minnesota
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Henry & Betty Albrecht
Richard & Sarah Amos
Peter Bachman & Janet
Rice

Barna, Guzy, & Steffen,
Ltd.

Christopher Bercaw & 
Mary McKelvey

Aviva Breen
Carolyn Chalmers & 
Eric Janus

Margaret Chutich
Ann & Michael Ciresi
Amy Crawford & Alice
Johnson

Jeffrey Edleson
Mary Ellingen
Phillip Geller
Susan Hadley
Scott & Gretta Hagg
Sandy Hale
Barbara J. England & 
Margaret M. 
Hawkenson

Thane & Blanche
Hawkins

Roger & Marge
Heegaard

Dianne Heins
Richard Ihrig
Institute of International
Education

Irwin Andrew Porter
Foundation

Sandra & Jerry Johnson
Rachel Johnson & Tom
Hamlin

Jean Kennedy
Hyder M. Khan & 
Nazneen Khatoon

John Lanari
Mark Lee
Leonard, Street, &
Deinard, PA

Anne Lockner
John & Kristine Mandler
Brigid McDonough
Anne McKinsey
Michael H. Davis Law
Office, PA

Howard “Sam” Myers
Mary Niehaus
Georgia O’Brien
John Palmer
Penny Parker
Katherine Payne
Carol Pfleiderer
Nancy McGlynn-Phelps
& Jim Phelps

John Powell
Mary Ranum
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Smith
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Mukhtar Thakur
Thomson West
Becky Thorson
David & Mary Ann
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Syed Ghazi Akailvi
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William M. Mahlum & 
Donna Allan

Peter Vaughan & 
Catherine Anson

Kathleen Baradaran
Kumar & Kiran Belani
Henry C. Emmons & 
Jane E. Blockhus

Julie Boehmke
Gemta Kumsa Boro & 
Lalise M. Chubi

Donald R. Boychuk
Roger Branigin
Champlin Park High
School Amnesty

Matthew J. & Tamara K.
Christoff

Bradley & Mary-Louise
Clary

Elam Baer & Janis M.
Clay

Louis Robards & Mary
Coleman

Jeffrey D. Colman & 
Nancy C. Loeb
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Lydia Crawford
Peg Daly
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Manpreet Dhanjal
Charles Diessner
William E. Drake
Paula Duthoy
David Dvorak
Sally Economon
David & Tina Edstam
Jonathan & Jill
Eisenberg

Meghan M. Elliott & 
David M. Eldred

Brad Engdahl
Adil & Shereen Fakier
Mary Louise Fellows & 
Beverly Balos

Barbara Felt
Larry Hendrickson & 
Barbara Forster

Thomas Fraser & Mary
Strand

Iris Freeman
Patricia Frey
Fruth, Jamison & 
Elsass, P.A.

John & Janet Gendler
Cynthia & Bob
Gilbertson

Emily Good and Scott 
Bentrup

Lucille Goodwyne

Michaela Graeb
Gray, Plant, Mooty,
Mooty & Bennett, P.A.

Mark Hallberg
Eric & Carreen
Heegaard

Kathy & John Hendricks
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Human & Civil Rights
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America

Mohammed Hussain
Jerome Ingber
Amy Ireland
Jill Conda & Mark
Jacobson

Michele E. Janin
Johnson & Condon, PA
Carol Kayser
Alexander M. Keith
William & Patricia Kelly
Katherine Kelsch
Louise Klas
David & Doreen Kloehn
Naomi Perman & Ken
Kohnstamm

Laura and Jay Krishnan
Maury & Julie
Landsman

Janet Leslie
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Lutheran Immigration 
& Refugee Services
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Carole Martin
Susan McCloskey
Kathleen Moccio
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Fund

Joel Mugge
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Meena Natarajan
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New Moon Publishing, 
Inc.
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USA
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Margaret Swanson
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UUpp  ttoo  $$224499
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Nancy & Dennis Alfton
Barbara Allan
Stacy Allan
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Altrusa International 
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Jeffrey Aman
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American Association of
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American Refugee
Committee

Amnesty International-
Minnesota

Amnesty International-
Midwest

Mark Anderson
Roger & Sharon 
Anderson
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Marna Anderson & Jim
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Maureen Andrew
Jean K. Andrews
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Ansari

Lynn Argetsinger & 
Roger Friedell

Matthew Armbrecht
Nancy Arnison
John Arnold
Robert Aronson
Janet Asancheyev
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Anne Attea
Augsburg College 
Center for Global 
Education

Aurora Center 
University of 
Minnesota

Sandaw Aye
Fouad & Nancy Azzam
Zaheer & Zarina Baber
Sigrid Bachmann
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Bailey

Rabinder & Sarjit Bains
Lauren Baker
Mary Baquero
Jonathan Bargen
Douglas Bayley & Lisa 
Pritchard Bayley

Carol & William Beadie

Matthew J. Beehr
Stephen Befort
Joann Bell
Stephen Tornio & 
Virginia Bell

Edward Belongia & 
Michelle Comeaux

Sharon Sayles Belton
Irvinton Ben
Patrick & Joni Kelly
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Kristin A. Benson & 
Mark J. Wanderman

Passo Komla Bentho
Caroline Berg
Kathryn Berg
Thomas & Margit Berg
Amy Bergquist
Judy Bertrand
John Bessler
Sreekanth K. Bhaskaran
Fazil & Cynthia Bhimani
Andrea Bible
Joao Bichinho
Elizabeth Bickel
Amy Vatne Bintliff
Catherine Shreves & 
Thomas Bird

Karin Birkeland & Lee
Mitau

John & Laura Bischof
Brian Bix
Judy Bjork
Mary Bjorngjeld
William & Teri Block
Amy Blumenshine & 
Michael Troutman

Kelsey L. Boesch
Angela Bohmann & 
Jonathan Riehle

Gail M. Bohr
Marcia Boisclair
Andrea Bond
Johanna Bond
Mary Bond
Cecilia Boone
John Borman
Thomas Bostyancic
Diane Boushek
Lynne Bowe
Barbara Lafferty & 
Loren Braun

Mary Braun
Ruth Brin
David Brink
Char Brooker & Gene
Mammenga

16 • Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights



Helen Brosnahan Zauha
& Michael Zauha

Jesse L. & Esther
Brown

Laurel Browne
Robyn Browning
Elizabeth C. Bryan
Catherine Buelow
Tyrone & Delia Bujold
Ann Buran
Ann Burkhart
Judy Busse
Stephen J. & Cheryl A.
Butz

Robert & Helen Bystrom
Christine Cammack
Ruth Ann Campton
Anne Edmee Carayon
John Carey
George & Joan Carlson
Louise Cavanaugh
Harlan Cavert & Linda
Odegard

Lorraine Cecil
Kusum & Satyendra
Chaturredi

Carol Chomsky
Min Chong
Regina Chu
Church of St. Joan of 
Arc

Church of the Epiphany
Paul L. Cimmerer
Karen Clark & 
Jacquelyn Zita

Linda Closie
Janet L. Clymer
Neena Gail Cohen
Rusty & Burton Cohen
Jessica Cohen & Bruce
Campbell

Ann Cole
Kathleen A. Collins
Jan Conlin & Gene
Goetz

Janet M. Conn
Patricia Connelly
Mary Conway
Laura & Benjamin
Cooper

Kathleen Corley
Nan Corliss
John & Sage Cowles
Charles Cox
Margo Coyle
Daniel & Catherine
Cramer

Kimberly Cramer

Steve & Debbie 
Brisch-Cramer

Barbara Crosby
Bill & Mary Cunningham
Cynthia Curran
Mary Jo Czaplewski
Linda D’Amico
Amakoe d’Almeida
Carol Daly
Alexander Dashe
Stephanie Davies-
Larson

Barbara Jo Davis
James Dawes
Charles Dayton & Sara
Evans

Robert L. & Jane M.
DeMay

Rita Coyle DeMeules
Mary Delaney
Mohamed Diallo
Khardiata Diaw
Piet Dijkstra
Dennis Dillon
Joseph & Eugenia
Dixon

Yaovi Djissodey
Sarah Dodge
Sarah E. Doerr
Kim Donat
Robert Donnelly
Kevin & Beth Dooley
Dorsey & Whitney 24th 
Floor Partners 
Matching Fund

Matthieu Dowu
Sharon Elmore & Tom 
Doyle

Susan Draves
Carol Duff
Judy Duffy
James M. Dunn
Zettie Dwuye
Guen & Allen K. Easley
Virginia Ecker
Gloria Contreras Edin
Barbara Edstrom
Jeffrey & Dena Ehrich
Mohamed A. & Nadia
Elakkad

Mathias Elinge
Vincent John Ella
Virginia C. Ellingen
Karen F. Ellingson
Suzanne Elwell
Nick & Mary Eoloff
Koffi Djifa Epou
Ericca Erhard

Karin M. Erickson
Barbara Erlandson
Rebecca Martin & Jay
Erstling

Larry Espel
Liliana Espondaburu
Jane Evans
Karen & Richard G.
Evans

Beverly Everson
Mike Fahey Law Office
Kathleen & Michael
Fargione

Cecilee & Wallie Faster
Salah A. Fattah
Nancy Feldman
Katherine Fennelly
Laurence Ferar
Carol Keyes-Ferrer & 
Joseph Ferrer

Filipino-American
Women’s Network

Lisa Fink
Max & Betty Finkel
Julie Finzen
James & Mary Fisher
Daniel Fiskum
Fistula Foundation
Shannon Fitzpatrick
Mary Grace Flannery
Karen Flolid
Jeanette Fordyce
Anne Forest
Barbara Forry
Dutton & Caroline 
Foster

Katharine & Richard
Fournier

Loretta Frederick
Carol Freeman
R. Mark Frey
Cynthia Frost
Susan Funk & Wood
Kidner

Susan Gaertner
Susan R. Gainen
Jane Galbraith
Rajiv Garg
Paul & Catherine W.
Gatto

Ellen Gavin & Bruce
Kelley

John D. & Peggy
Gawarecki

Rita R. Gehrenbeck
Anne Geisser
Joe Genereux
Daniel & Patricia
Gerhan

Joan Getsinger
Helen Gezahegne
Holly Gimbel
Girl Scout Council of
Greater Minneapolis

Girl Scout Council of 
St. Croix Valley

Gregory Gisvold
Give Us Wings
Jodi & Michael Glaser
Elizabeth Glidden
Karen Gochberg
Mike Goedken
Frederick & Mary Goetz
James G. Goff
Jeffrey Goldberg
Judy & Herb
Goldenberg

Mace & Audrey
Goldfarb

Melvin & Judy Goldfein
Betty J. Good
Laura Goodman-Brown
Christine Mack & 
Franklin R. Gordon

John B. Gordon
Kathleen Graham
Mary Grau
Merle Greene
Grengs Law Office
Growing Communities 
for Peace

Donna Gunderson-
Rogers

Ajay Gupta
Sara Gurwitch
David H. Gustafson
Kevin & Mary Gustafson
Jean Guttman
Kay Gutzmann
Lesley Guyton
Ann Haase
Emily Haddad
Sue & Jan Halverson
Carolyn Ham
Bryce & Donna
Hamilton

Kristen V. Hansen
Sunny Hansen
Kent & Judith Harbison
Shawn & Will Hartfeldt
Robert Hauer
Jennifer Hawkins
Terri Hawthorne
Arlene Hayden
Frank & Lavonne
Hayden

Dana K. Hazel & 
Michael C. 
Vespasiano

Megan A. Healy
Heartland Institute, Inc.
Bill & Kristyn Heegaard
Chuck LeGros & Karen
Heegaard

William Thomas
Heegaard

Janet Heidinger
Jerry Helfand
Nancy Hellerud
William & Kay Hempel
Tom Henderlite
Gary & Linda Hendlin
Mary Jo Henning
Elizabeth A. Herbert
Ellen Herman
John & Diane Herman
Katie Herron
Geri Hetterick
Paul Wardell & Peggy
Hickey

Arthur Higinbotham
Joan Higinbotham
Lauren Hildebrand
Sheryl D. & Allen R. Hill
Vicky Hill-Rickey
Brikti Hiwet
Jessica Hjarrand
Pat Hoehn
Alan & Judith Hoffman
Dawn Hofstrand
Sara & Steven Hoge
John & Midge Holahan
Dorothy Cassidy 
Holmers

Laura Honeck
Alan Hooper
Anna Horning Nygren
Harriet Horwitz
Coral Houle
Susan Humiston
Ann Huntrods
Ikram Huq
Leonid & Evelyn
Hurwicz

Mohamed Mohamud
Hussein

Loan Huynh
Erik & Gail Ibele
Lisa & Arthur Ide
Immigrant Law Center 
of Minnesota/
Officina Legal

Immigration History
Research Center
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Interpret-Her LLC
Qamar & Ishrat Islam
Tamer Issa
Barbara A. Jabr
Pearl A. Jackson
Thomas & Erica
Jacobson

Heather Elizabeth 
Jacoby

Kathleen Jaglo-Joseph
Kesri Jain
Madhu Jain
Paubaj Jain
Rachit Jain
John & Thelma James
Janet Hamilton Triplett
Trust

Phillip E. & Marie
Javinsky

Fatima Jawaid
Susu Jeffrey
Kristine Johansen
Jeremiah & Kerri
Johnson

Robert & Joy Johnson
Karen Johnston
Irene Joyce
Margaret Julin
Linda Feist & Roger
Junnila

Lois Libby Juster
Corin Kagan
Dick Kalin & Nancy
Kleeman

Kenneth & Amy
Kaminsky

Michael Kan
Canan Karatekin
Tina Karelson
Avigya Karki
Julia Kashaeva
Patricia Kasimor
Jane & Jack Katz
Pamela & Robert
Kaufman

Harpreet Kaur
Jane Kay
Elizabeth Shields 
Keating & John 
Keating

E.J. Kelley
Anne Kelly
Sherry Kempf
Sally J. Kenney & 
Norman S.J. Foster

William & Polly Keppel
Sasmita Khadka
Faiz & Arifa Khan
Teresa Kimker

Reatha & Judge King
Thomas A. Biggs &
Melissa B. King

Susan Kirkland
David & Karen Kirkwood
Helen Kivnick & Gary
Gardner

Susan K. Kjelvik
Sandra Klapperich
Winnie Klick
Barbara Knudson
Diane Knust
Daniel & Betsy
Kohnstamm

Kim Kokett
Andree Kolling
Lisa Kominski
Luanne Koskinen
Laurie & Michael Kozlak
Elizabeth Kramer
Sally Johnson & Kay
Kramer

Mary Alyce & Duane
Krohnke

Mark & Sara Kronholm
Barbara Kueppers
Rebecca & Vinodh Kutty
Mike LaFleur
James Ladner
Martha Abbott Ladner
Gompo D. Lama
Adeel & Cheryl Lari
Karla Larsen
Kathleen Laughlin
Bricker L. Lavik
League of Women 
Voters

Joan Lee
Krisann Kleibacker Lee
Brad & Karee Lehrman
Kevin Lenhart
Lisa Knazan & Dennis
Levendowski

Michael Levy
Robert Levy
Joseph & Lenore Lewis
Duane Lilja
Perrin Lilly
Mark Lindberg
Ronald Linde
Robyn Linde & Holiday
Shapiro

Elizabeth & Craig
Lindeke

Kristi Schlangen-
Lindquist & Mark 
Lindquist

Steve Liston

Mary Sue Lobenstein & 
John Sellen

Greer & Mary Lockhart
Barbara Lockwood
J. Trout Lowen
Barbara Lund
Janet & Dean Lund
Lurie Besikof Lapidus &
Company, LLP

Robert Lyman
Joyce Lyon
Agnes Ngale Lyonga
Jane Korn & Rob
Madoff

Renee Maerin
Niaz & Shehbana
Mahmood

Sumbal Mahmud
Danielle Mair
Diane Malfeld
Martha Malinski
Nancy Malmon
Elin Malmquist Skinner
Donna Malum
Margaret Manderfeld
Bruce Manning
Ajoy S. 
Mannooparampil

Siri & Bob Marshall
Sharon Masloski
Bobbie & Javaid
Masoud

Linda & John
Massopust

Lotti Matkovits
Wanda Mau
Jean-Dominique 
Lokenye & Francoise 
Mbiye

Scott & Katherine
McBride

Donna Lee McCarthy
Polly McCormack
J. Patrick McDavitt
Brett McDonnell
Heather McElroy
Daniel McGrath
Mary Jean McGregor
Laura McGrew
Peter McLaughlin & 
Nancy Hylden

Malcolm & Wendy
McLean

Meredith McQuaid
Amanda McRae
Barbara Meacham
Roberta Megard
Martha Meier
Amy & Steffen Meyer

Raymond Meyer
Micawbers
Ruth Mickelsen & Bill
Manning

Alison Midden
Middle East Peace Now
Jennifer Miles
Mark Miller
Mary Miller
Minneapolis Community
and Technical 
College

Minnesota Coalition
Against Sexual 
Assault

Minnesota Coalition for
Battered Women

Minnesota International
Center

Minnesota International
Health Volunteers

Minnesota National
Organization of 
Women

Minnesota Women 
Lawyers

Minnesota Women’s
Campaign Fund

Minnesota Women’s
Consortium

Echo Mitchell
Sanat Mohanty
Ana Molina & Rodrigo
Castellanos

Patricia Montalbano
Ann D. Montgomery & 
Theodore J. Smetak

Carl Besser & Jo Montie
Bianca Morales-Egan
Jonathan & Martha
Morgan

Julia Morgan
Stephanie Morgan
Christine (M.C.) Morris
Julie Morton
Ibrahim & Humera Mujir
Kaizad Munshi
Carole Murphy
Kathleen Murphy
Jane Mylrea
Sergey Nam
Patricia Neal
Nikhil Neelakantan
Conrad Nelson
Kristen Nelson
Laura Nelson
Mary Lou Nelson
Nancy A. Nelson
Tamra Nelson

Carolyn Nestingen
Valentine Ngwanyia
Anne K. Morse & Jon E.
Nicholson

James & Deborah
Nicholson

Linda Nielsen
Richard & Joan Niemiec
Mary Beth Nierengarten
Nonviolent Peaceforce
P. Chinedu Nwaneri
Monicah Nyaoro
Jamie Nymann
John Nyongkah
Jim O’Meara
Stephanie Odegard
Donald Ofstedal & 
Jerald Lee

Gameliel M Oketch
Older Women’s League
of Minnesota

Lynn Olson
Steven & Sara Olson
Vicki & Daniel C. Olson
Tonja M. Orr
Larry Smith & Nancy
Otterness

Ron Pagnucco
Pangea World Theater
Nathaniel Paradise
Louise Pardee
Bharat Parekh
Hong Sik & Young Ja
Park

Rosalyn Park
Anne Parker
Lee Parker
Shirley Parker
Joan Parsons
Partners for Women’s
Equality

Nora Paul
Allalaghatta Pavan
Michael Paymar
Leandra Peak
Polly Penney
Connie & George
Perpich

Connie Lewis & 
Kenneth Peterson

Curt Peterson
Dorothy & Norman
Peterson

Doug & Terese
Peterson

Nancy Peterson
Phillip & Karin Peterson
Kit Pfau  
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Felix & Ann Phillips
Marita Bujold Philpott
Cecilia Pierson
Michele Strangis & 
Steven Pincus

Planned Parenthood
Minnesota, 
N. Dakota, S. Dakota

Margaret Plumbo
Cathy Polasky
Sally B. Polk
Ann Pollack
Wayne & Joan Popham
Marsha Porter
Anne Poulter
Powell Center for
Women’s Health

Brenda Powell & 
Michael Jordan

Nancy Powers
Cynthia & Perry
Prestholdt

Jane Prohaska
George Rabasa
Bruce Rabb
Sara Rabolt
Abigail C. & Gustavo A.
Ramirez

Elizabeth Ramsey
Grace Ramseyer
Holly Davis & Akshay
Rao

Robert W. Ratte
Lynne Ravenel
Reddy Family
Barbara Redmond
Michael L. Reed
Susan & Charles
Reinhart

Derek Burrows Reise
Resource Center of the
Americas

Resource, Inc.
Richard & Joan
Meierotto Charitable Gift
Martha H. Rickey
John & Julee Rimarcik
Pamela Ritger
Robert F. Collins Trust
Sandra B. & John H.
Roe

Calvin & Caroline
Roetzel

Lucretia C. Rogers
Peter Rogers
Dora Marie & Barbara
C. Rohl

Johanna Ronnei de 
Avila

Barbara Rose
Andreas & Elisabeth
Rosenberg

Mary Rossi
Margaret (D.D.) Rounds
Norma Rowe
Helen Rubenstein
Martha Ruddy
Pearly Rudin & Lee
Tiyler

Leslie Pilgrim & Ned
Rukavina

Thomas & Judith
Russell

James Rustad
Catherine L. Ryan
Jorge Saavedra
Dianne & Jim Safley
Kham Lu Sai Saing
Thomas & Sheva
Sanders

Burton & Florence
Sandok

Susan Sanger
Raj & Mamta Saraf
Steven Sarafolean
Carol Sauro
Jack & Carolyn Sayers
Diane Schadewald
Katherine Gray & Gary
Schoener

School Sisters of Notre 
Dame

John Schultz
Barbara Schulz
Anthony & Judy
Schumacher

Judy & Steven
Schumeister

Bonnie & Thomas
Schwalbe

Joanne Schwebach
Kathy & Dan Seipp
Marty & Mary Seipp
Jo Senander
Krishna & Pratistha
Shah

Armand Shambuyi
Jan Shannon
Zella J. Shannon
Robert & Jackie Shapiro
Katherian Roe & Kathy 
Sharp

Renate Maria Sharp
Elizabeth Shippee
Elizabeth Shipton
Shunu Shrestha
Darrell Shreve
Mariana Shulstad

Ashraf & Muneeza
Siddiqui

Libby Siegel
James & Jean Silk
Sally Silk
Miriam Simmons
Jesse & Linda Suzanne
Roberts Singh

Tenzin Sishe
Bernice B. Sisson
Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet

Bonnie Skelton
Lisa Skluzacek
Ann Skoglund
Steven Stovitz & 
Rebecca Skoler

Kenneth Skrien
Stacey Slaughter
Karen Sletten
Clyde Smith & Lucia
Wilkes Smith

Harlan & Margaret
Smith

Rossi & Penelope
Snipper

Sojourner Project, Inc.
Catherine A. Solheim
Nan Sorensen & 
Thomas Shroyer

Dorothy Sorenson
Soroptimist International
of Greater Mpls

Paul & Nellie Sponheim
St. Olaf College
David Stamps
Jane Starr
Tim Staum
Brian Steffenson
Robert Stein
Leo Stern
Brenda E. Steve
Carol Stoddart
John Strahan
Elizabeth Streefland
Elizabeth Street Dillon
Sarah & Paul Strickland
Lisa Segal & Arthur
Strimling

Jack Stuart & Nancy
Weston

Judy Stuthman
Jane A. Sudo
Patti J. Sullivan
Elizabeth Sumpton
David & Amy
Sunderland

Michael & Sandra
Swirnoff

Gretchen L. & Gregory
A. Taylor

Marilynn Taylor
Tenzin’s Imports
William Thal
Rhona Wilson & Mark
Thieroff

Cristina & Scott Thomas
Laura Thomas
Lynn Thomas
Marjorie Thomas
Lindsey Thomas & 
David Lauth

Barbara Thompson
Earl & Beverly
Thompson

Fredrika & Peter
Thompson

Julie Tilley
Kenneth Tilsen
James D. & Susan
Tincher

Ingrid N. Tollefson
Akpene Belinda Tossou
Sanna N. Towns
Tom Triplett
Peter Dahlberg & 
Anuradha Tummala

Jeff & Jamee Tuttle
U.S. Bancorp 
Foundation

Ulvin & Sullivan
Attorneys, P.A.

United Nations
Association of 
Minnesota

Romana Urueta
Robert Vaaler
Ali A. Vahhaji
James & Ellen Van
Iwaarden

David & Lynn Vander
Haar

Ashleigh Bausch Varley
Mary R. Vasaly
Sharon Rice Vaughan
Jill Vecoli
Susan Vento
David Voigt
Volunteers of America-
Minnesota

WATCH
Rosalie E. Wahl
Maxine & Winston
Wallin

Claire Walter-Marchetti
Caroline Wanstall
Kathleen Ward
Douglas Watson

Angela Watts
Celia Barbour & Peter
Weed

Dianne & Ray Weidner
Michael J. Welch
Betty Welch Williams
Lyndee Wells
Steve Wells
Mark Wernick
Patricia Jabbeh Wesley
Beverly Wexler Fink
Maureen White Eagle
Lisa Whitehill & David
Mahoney

William & Shirley
Whitlock

Sara Wilkinson
Angela Willardson
Gwen Willems
William & Joan McNeil
Family Fund

John W. Windhorst
Marci K. Winga
Carol Wirtschafter
Mark D. & Kathy G.
Wisser

Tsehai Wodajo
Women Against 
Military Madness

Women of Nations
Women’s International 
League for Peace and 
Freedom

David Woodward
World Services of 
LaCrosse, Inc.

Tsippi Wray
Xi Chapter Graduate
Women in Science

YMCA - East
Mary Yang
Shirley Kay Yeoman
Todd Hayne & Ruby
Young

Martha Yunker
Asad Zaman
Alysia & Jason Zens
Lynn Zentner
Paul & Elizabeth Zerby
Mary Zilinski
Genevieve Zimmerman
Dace Zoltners
Zonta Club of
Minneapolis

Zonta Club of St. Paul
Jeffrey Zuckerman & 
K. Lisa Pogoff

Phyllis Kuehl Zumach
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AASSSSEETTSS
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 134,713
Accounts Receivable 34,918
Unconditional Promises to Give, current portion 109,500
Cash Value of Life Insurance 9,071
Prepaid Expenses       15,893

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 304,095

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT - Net       34,618
TTOOTTAALL  AASSSSEETTSS $     338,713

LLIIAABBIILLIITTIIEESS  AANNDD  NNEETT  AASSSSEETTSS
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable $ 22,194
Accrued Expenses 54,458
Deferred Lease Incentive – current portion        5,357

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 82,009
Deferred Lease Incentive – long term portion        5,357

TOTAL LIABILITIES 87,366

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted Net Assets 4,735
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets     246,612
TOTAL NET ASSETS     251,347

TTOOTTAALL  LLIIAABBIILLIITTIIEESS  AANNDD  NNEETT  AASSSSEETTSS $     338,713

SSUUPPPPOORRTT  AANNDD  RREEVVEENNUUEE
SUPPORT

Foundation and Corporate Contributions $ 528,684
Individual Contributions 223,353
In-Kind Donations 2,274,556
Government Grants     109,807

TOTAL SUPPORT 3,136,400

REVENUE
Special Events, net of direct benefits $ 45,642
Program Services 20,131
Sales of Publications 689
Interest Income 8,343
Other            408

TOTAL REVENUE 75,213

TTOOTTAALL  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  AANNDD  RREEVVEENNUUEE $ 3,211,613

EEXXPPEENNSSEESS
PROGRAM EXPENSES

Education 416,196
Refugee and Immigrant 2,148,830
Women’s Human Rights 525,642
Special Projects     322,535

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES 3,413,203

ADMINSTRATION AND FUNDRAISING     134,008

TTOOTTAALL  EEXXPPEENNSSEESS 3,547,211

Change in Net Assets (335,598)

Net Assets, Beginning of Year     586,945

Net Assets, End of Year $     251,347

SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  PPoossiittiioonn  --  YYeeaarr  EEnnddeedd  JJuunnee  3300,,  22000066

SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  AAccttiivviittiieess  --  YYeeaarr  EEnnddeedd  JJuunnee  3300,,  22000066



“We must learn on our own terms
 what peace and freedom mean together. 

There can be no peace if there is social injustice and 
suppression of human rights, because external and internal 

peace are inseparable.” 
Petra Karin Kelly

Robert D. Aronson 
Zarina Baber 

C. Christopher Bercaw 
Jacques Boucal 
James E. Dorsey 
Meghan M. Elliott 
Wood R. Foster Jr. 

Sam Hanson 
Samuel D. Heins 

Hon. Hubert H. Humphrey III 
Sandra B.C. Johnson

Marlene Kayser 
Jeffrey Keyes 

Mark Lindberg 
John P. Mandler 
Jim Martineau

Dipankar Mukherjee
Dr. David L. Parker
Jacqueline Regis
James V. Roth
Ellen Sampson

Irfan Khan Sandozi, M.D.
Nancy Speer

Roberta B. Walburn
David S. Weissbrodt

Samuel Kofi Woods II

Kim Babine
Colleen R. Beebe

Min Y. Chong
Mary Ellingen
Emily S. Farell
Emily Good

Ingrid P. Haugland
Sarah Herder
Mary Hunt

Fatima Jawaid
Julia Kashaeva

Kay Kautio

Michele Garnett McKenzie
Laura E. Nelson
Rebecca Palmer
Rosalyn S. Park

Jennifer Prestholdt
Malinda M. Schmiechen

Kathy Seipp
Ahmed K. Sirleaf II
David D. Takassi

Ann Theisen
Cheryl A. Thomas
Laura A. Young

Robin Phillips, Executive Director

Aviva Breen, Chair

Board of Directors

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights Staff

2006-2007 Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights Interns

Mahima Achuten
Randi Leigh Aho
Jeeva Ananthan
Valery Atanga
Greg Barnett

Tracy Baumgardt
Sam Brown

Brittany Brouillette
Summer Christy
Michael Dinnen

Anna Dunbar-Hester
Ann Ertl

Emily Farell
Nicholas Fasching

Benjamin Fink
Jamie Leadens Johnson

Harsha Kodali
Susan Kowalski

Shelby Leigh Hanson
Amanda Magnuson

Claire McArdle
Rebecca McConkey
Katie Mesner-Hage

Shannon Mills

Jessica Nault
 Shannon O’Rourke
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The mission of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights
 is to implement international human rights standards 
to promote civil society and reinforce the rule of law. 

By involving volunteers in research, education, and advocacy, 
we build broad constituencies in the United States and 

selected global communities.

Our Mission
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  “Peace may sound simple - one beautiful word - 
but it requires everything we have, every quality, 
every strength, every dream, every high ideal.”

Yehudi Menuhin

Human Rights, Justice, and Peace: 
Truth and Reconciliation 
in Post-Conflict Societies

650 Third Ave. S. • Suite 550
Minneapolis, MN  55402-1940
612.341.3302
www.mnadvocates.org


