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2025 DETAINED MASTER CALENDAR AND BOND HEARING SAMPLE FORM

Sample. Compleded

2025 Detained Master Calendar and Bond Hearing-Immigration Court Observation

Date: [ “q ’1(_3 Observer (full name): \/1 C,JFOT \fﬂfUVl’N?Q(“
Shift start time: O 8:30)3(10:00 or 10:30 [11:30 13:00
GENERAL

1. AH: 2—60 q@e U[’[th 2. Country of origin : GT

3. Gender:)ﬁif\/lale [JFemale [1Trans./ non-binary [1Unsure [] respondent didn’t appear, Reason:
4, Judge: OCarr Olvany }Kj Mazzie U Miller [OSardelli U Wood [ Zaske []Other:
5. DHS Attorney: C %1\/ [ didn’t appear

6. Was the respondent represented today? []Yes XNQ prose [J Attorney failed to appear

Comment (incl. name if possible): Got D(’o ‘b ovie? '] 9’]- GOIVIT’ FQOLQ( ﬁ
7. Detention Location: IZ[Freeborn ] Kandlyohl U Sherburne O Other.
[0 IHP (Prison): O Unknown
8. Respondent’s (R’s) best l[anguage: MWV?

9. Did court find interpreter in R’s best language?: Wes ONo If no, what language provided?

10. Interpretation issues : WE(None Olncomplete [ Technical problems [ Unable tofind [ Not in best language
0 Attorney waived Comment: "f’rll’_& g Za”el UOL&O)J?‘ l nes

BOND HEARING

11. Did respondent request bond? KNO [IYes -bond hearing held today [ Yes-bond hearing NOT held today U Unsure

12, Bond amount requested? $ ] No amount specified

13. Respondent argument/evidence:

14. DHS's principle argument:

[l DHS did not speak
15. Outcome: [JBond Granted (I Bond Denied [lJ nojurisdiction U Withdrew bond request [ Continuance

L] Advised request hearing when ready [ 1} will issue written decision
16. If Granted, Bond Amount: $

17. If denied, why? [J Ineligible/mandatory detention [ Danger to society [l Flight risk [ Other
18. What factors were mentioned in granting or denying bond? 1J YV‘@’/L)U 'LUWQ&L She 'PDU V]@ V] 4

bowvid m@,@q ble ot ag—lﬂ 2o ivna
19. Did parties reserve appeal on bond? DHS:OYes [ No, waived Respondent: OYes [ONo, waived  [Judge didn’t ask
REMOVAL HEARING
20. How did respondent get into ICE custody? Th i”k dQT‘arnQ(ﬁ O\'p_{"a r Cro SS t'/”)l ]OO(”CJQV

[J Not discussed

21. Pleadings taken today? IE(Yes ONo If yes, select all that apply: ﬁ(concedes allin NTA  [Idenies some orall in NTA
O denies receipt of NTA [ denies understanding NTA [J attorney doesn’t have NTA Xdeclines designate country

Comment:

22. Did judge screen for eligibility for relief? [ No X]/ Yes, eligible to apply [ Yes, ineligible for any form of relief

23. Application: ] Not Discussed %\Given today []Given previously [lFiled previously []Atty will file  [1Unsure
[0 Other Comment: gUaf‘A ’iQ alve, Q,‘D“pl\tﬂ’hbﬂ
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24, Relief applications discussed as potentially eligible? [ Not discussed

[] Cancellation: [T42A (LPR) [J42B 0 I-589>§A5ylum /OWOR/ OCAT [J U-Visa or T-Visa

O Voluntary Departure O Adjustment of Status (1-485) (] Other/ unsure:

25, Did judge explain evidentiary rights today? OYes [ONo jXUnsure

26. Did judge explain all applications & evidence must be in English/ save copy for self? WYes [ONo [Unsure

27. Did just give application filing deadline:? jZf\Yes, date: l 13 15 . [0No [IUnsure

28. Comment about relief application discussion: " donit read or Weite Eﬂ@!]lsh how Caw J— Q ” TT OUJF? Y

29. Did respondent asked to be removed (deported)? O Yes )X(No If asked for deportatlon, what did respondent say?

30. DHS’s principle argument: X didn’t speak

31. Today’s Outcome: KCase continued [0 Removal order (Deportation) [l Termination/Dismissal [ Trial queue
[J Relief granted. Specify:
32, If case continued, next hearing Date: I 13- 75 Time: l 5D p

33. [f removal order, did judge give advisal about consequences of unauthorized return, bars to relief, fines for non-
cooperation? JYes [No U Unsure’\,ﬁNot applicable Comment:

34. If judge made final decision did parties reserve appeal? ]Z(Not applicable
DHS: [} Yes [1No, waived Respondent: [IYes UNo, waived  [1Judge didn’t ask [ Unsure

CRIMINAL HISTORY
35. Arrests or convictions? MNot Discussed [l Nocriminal Hx [ Has at least one arrest [ Has at least one conviction

Comments:

EQUITIES

36. Length of time in the US: \KfUnknown. Check if likely recent arrival to US'.thﬁ
37. Family in the US? [J Yes: [INo )X(Unknown

38. Supporters in court? [JFamily [JOther supporters [ Can't tell V(None [J Supporters acknowledged
WELLBEING
39. Any concern about mental health, physical iliness, or competency)Z[Yes (UNo [JUnsure
Explain: S"'dxf\%& has Sev4ie I/\QOLCIOLC]/\‘Q,S
40. Complaints or comments about conditions in detention: N ot OHLHW‘Q Dmm M{OU ‘FU{\
h@ﬂdb\(_‘,\nas, LO\Y\QUOJ\Q—/ ACeL55 - ng 1/\8\ ” [ None stated
41, IMPRESSIONS: Use this spacefor comments, questions, quotes and impressions
3cd lhgacinn | qave 7 COﬂ‘l’mué’\MQS Souﬂp fodoa| _Must Spegle lﬂM Séf*p
SNl l\nasmjr fount aHm He doesnt unddrttand me/| hes stuck
I [?\l




2025 DETAINED MASTER CALENDAR AND BOND HEARING ANNOTATED FORM

2025 ANNOTATED Detained Master Calendar and Bond Hearing-Immigration Court Observation

it is strongly advised that you review this annotated form periodically to make sure you are correctly completing your
observation forms. Please print legibly. Avoid writing in the margins. If comments don’t all fit on the page, you may attach
an extra word document or put comments in the body of an email. The purpose is to summarize synthesize, and reflect, not
to transcribe the hearing. Please make sure the last 3 digits of the A# are on the top left corner of the back page.

Date: Observer (full name):

Format date: mm/dd/yyyy Print your first and last name
Shift start time: 0 8:30 0 10:00 or 10:30 [0 1:30 [ 3:00

Mark the start time that best correlates to the shift you signed up for
GENERAL

1. A#: 2. Country of origin :

A# is very important. The last three digits are on the posted docket. Attempt to capture all 9 digits that the Judge reads into
the record. If you are missing a number, use X.

If possible list the 2 digit code and the full country name. There is a list of frequent country codes in resource/glossary
section of the voiunteer manual. If you don’t know the name of the country just list the 2 digit code. Do not google the two
digit country code; the court uses a unique list which doesn’t correspond to what you find on the internet. If there is no
country code listed on the docket write “blank on docket”. Unless pleadings are done, the country is rarely stated during the
hearing, you will need to check the posted docket.

3. Gender: _|Male _Female _Trans./ non-binary L Unsure Ll respondent didn’t appear, Reason:

Assume that if someone is transgender or non-binary, this will be noted in the course of the hearing. Otherwise write male
and female according to how they present visuaily, or are referred to in court.

Occasionally the respondent won’t appear; an attorney may waive their appearance, or the respondent might be in
quarantine or out on a writ. If the respondent doesn’t appear, check the box and write the reason.

4. Judge: OCarr lvany [ Mazzie OMiller CSardelli OWood 1ZaskedOther:

Check the box for the judge who conducted the hearings you observed, if other than those listed, check “other” and list the
judge’s name.
5. DHS Attorney: [ didn't appear

The government attorney names are listed in the references/glossary section of the volunteer manual. If the name isn’t
listed, do your best to approximate the name.

6. Was the respondent represented today? [ Yes [INo, prose [ Attorney failed to appear

Comment (incl. name if possible):

If the respondent does not have an attorney for the cbserved hearing, they are pro se. A respondent might comment about
trying to find an attorney and not getting calls back, or about not being able to afford an attorney; that is a useful comment
to write. On a rare occasion a respondent will state that they hired an attorney but the attorney didn’t show up, this is a
breach and the judge will typically note it. In this situation, check “attorney failed to appear”, but only if certain that the
attorney had filed with the court, otherwise mark pro se. The name of the attorney is useful, but not required. It is not
uncoemmon that an attorney will appear that was just hired, this is also something useful to list in the comment section.

7. Detention Location: Ll Freeborn _|Kandiyohi L[ Sherburne L[IOther:
[1 IHP (Prison): “1Unknown

ICE detains people in county jails in MIN. Freeborn, Kandiyohi and Sherburne are the current ICE Detention facilities in MN.
Judge Mazzie conducts the hearings for people in ICE detention on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Judge Miller conducts the
IHP hearings (people in state or federal prison), on occasional Tuesday mornings, you'll check the IHP box and write the
prison name if it is stated when observing the Tuesday IHP docket.

8. Respondent’s (R’s) best language:




At a first hearing the judge should ask the respondent what language they speak and understand the best. The best
language sometimes differs from what is posted on the docket. There are times when a respondent will say they are
capable in a language (often English) and then asks at a subsequent hearing to have an interpreter in their native language.
If a respondent is equally comfortable with two languages, note both.

9. Did court find interpreter in R’s best language?: [ Yes 1 No If no, what language provided?

If the hearing is conducted in the language the respondent speaks and understands best, mark yes. Sometimes the hearing
will be conducted in a language other than the preferred language, most often when someone speaks an indigenous
language and the hearing is conducted in Spanish. In this case you’d mark no, and list the language that was provided.

10. Interpretation issues : I None _IIncomplete [I Technical problems [ Unable to find [ Notin best language

[ Attorney waived Comment:

Language access is a critical due process right, so we want to note any communication problems. Check all that apply. None:
Interpretation/hearing is in the respondents best language, all dialog is interpreted for respondent and there is no problem
with hearing and understanding the person speaking. Incomplete: Not everything is interpreted. Example: sometimes
Judges will request that sections, like the introduction and review of evidence, not be interpreted for the sake of speeding up
the hearing. This would qualify as incomplete interpretation. Technical problems: background noise, dropped calls, etc.
Unable to find: none of the contracted language lines had an interpreter in the requested language, hearing is not
conducted. Not in best language: Judge conducts hearing, at least some minor instructions are given, but not using best
language. Example someone speaks some English but Russian is best language, no Russian interpreter available, Judge does
a reading of rights in English and then continues case to another date.

BOND HEARING

The Judge might conduct a scheduled bond hearing (typically called a custody hearing) or there might be a request for a
bond and the judge tells the respondent it won’t be conducted that day. You can document the hearing or the discussion
below.

11. Did respondent request bond? | No ||Yes -bond hearing held today |/ Yes-bond hearing NOT held today | Unsure

Yes- bond hearing held today is for bond hearings that were scheduled for the day. Yes- bond hearing NOT held today are
for requests made or discussion about the conditions for a bond hearing which is not held today. Sometimes a person will
ask for a bond when they are not scheduled for a bond hearing, and the judge will tell them they are subject toc mandatory
detention or that the judge has no jurisdiction over bond because of how the person entered the US and was arrested. You'll
mark those below.

12. Bond amount requested? $ O No amount specified

If a specific amount of bond is requested (usually only if there is an attorney representing the case), please note the amount
requested. Otherwise mark “no amount specified”. We aim to analyze how the amount requested compares to the amount
granted.

13. Respondent argument/evidence:

Did the respondent understand the need to submit evidence? Did the respondent submit any evidence in support of bond (or
did an attorney on their behalf)? Specify the type of evidence- letters of support, proof of earnings, birth or marriage
certificates, proof of employment or rehab. Did the respondent understand he/she only gets ane bond hearing? What
argument or testimony did the respondent provide in support of bond?

14. DHS’s principle argument:

O DHS did not speak

We are looking at what the government does during these hearings (DHS- means Department of Homeland Security
attorney). We want to know what the government attorney has to say, what evidence they submit, how they argue against
bond, whether they oppose a continuance etc. Please mark the box DHS did not speak, if they don’t present any arguments
during the bond hearing.

15. Qutcome: || Bond Granted [1Bond Denied ' |1) nojurisdiction | Withdrew bond request || Continuance

O Advised request hearing when ready O 1) will issue written decision



Note what happens to conclude the bond hearing- the judge makes a decision to grant or deny bond, the respondent (or
their attorney) withdraws the bond request, the case is continued and a new date is set, the Judge advises the respondent to
make a new request for a bond hearing when they’ve either obtained an attorney or gathered the documents they need to
proceed. The Judge may state they have no jurisdiction to grant a bond and that only ICE cn issue a parole decision.
Sometimes the judge will hear the entire case, but state that they need time to consider all evidence and legal arguments
and will issue a written decision. in general you'll only have one answer to this question, but if more apply mark alf relevant
boxes.

16. If Granted, Bond Amount: §

If bond was granted list the amount, and skip questions #17.

17. If denied, why? O Ineligible/mandatory detention _ Danger to society L[ Flight risk [ Other

If bond was denied, please list reason. If subject to mandatory detention, no need to note if judge also states
dangerousness. If ludge notes criminal record or seriousness of police arrest records, this is considered “danger to society”

18. What factors were mentioned in granting or denying bond?

Very briefly state what factors were mentioned by judge or in government attorney’s arguments, that were accepted by
Jjudge; for example: mitigating factors to criminal history, lack of avenues of relief, family or lack of family with status. If the
Judge seemed to change their opinion after hearing the government argument, please note that.

19. Did parties reserve appeal on bond? DHS: JYes O No, waived Respondent: OYes ONo, waived [ Judge didn’t ask

After the judge issues a bond decision, yes or no, the government attorney and the respondent will typically be asked if they
wish to reserve appeal. They will either state yes, they reserve appeal or no, they waive. If they reserve appeal they will be
given a deadlfine by which time to file an appeal; there is no need to record this date. If the judge doesn’t ask about reserving
or waiving appeal, check that box. (Unless waived, an appeal is considered reserved so judges don’t always ask). If the Judge
did not issue a bond ruling (because request was withdrawn, case was continued of Judge will issue a written decision), this
question should be left blank.

REMOVAL HEARING
20. How did respondent get into ICE custody?

0 Not discussed

Some people get put into removal proceedings at the border, others after an encounter with police or ICE. If this s discussed,
please note what was said. You can also document how long the respondent has been in custody.
21. Pleadings taken today? [ Yes 1 No If yes, select all that apply: O concedes all in NTA [ denies some or all in NTA

L denies receipt of NTA [ denies understanding NTA [ attorney doesn’t have NTA [ declines designate country

Comment:

Pleadings are responding to the allegations and charge Notice To Appear (NTA) regarding immigration violations. If pro se,
the respondent will typically be sworn in and asked to respond to each allegation individually (they are not a citizen of US,
they are a citizen of xx country, etc.). If respondent is represented, the attorney will respond, and will admit or deny factual
allegations and concede or deny the charge of removability, but they typically do not read the allegations individually. We
are interested in the response to the NTA. Check all that apply, whether the respondent remembers receiving it, understands
it, refused to sign it, declines to designate a country, or if the attorney complains that they’'ve had difficulty obtaining a copy
of the NTA. Note that pleadings refer to immigration related allegations (which may include criminal convictions for a legal
permanent resident) not te pending criminal charges.. There is more about pleadings in the volunteer manual.

22. Did judge screen for eligibility for relief? 0 No O Yes, eligible to apply O Yes, ineligible for any form of relief

After pleadings, the judge will ask a series of questions to determine whether the respondent has any potential legal basis to
stay in the county. These questions will include whether the respondent has family members with status in the US, has been
a victim of a crime in the US, or whether they have a fear of harm if they are returned to their home country. Based on the
respondent’s answers, the judge will either give the respondent applications to file or determine that the respondent is
ineligible for any form of relief. If ineligible for relief, the judge will order remaoval (deportation).

23. Application: C Not Discussed [ Given today O Given previously I Filed previously [ Atty will file O Unsure



0 Other Comment:

The judge may instruct a guard to provide a particular application for relief (Asylum, cancellation, or by form #, I-589, 42A,
etc.}] There might be a reference to an application already given or an application already filed. If the person is represented
by an attorney the judge may simply acknowledge that the attorney will be screening and filing an application. mark the
applicable box. If no discussion of relief applications takes place, mark not discussed.

24. Relief applications discussed as potentially eligible? 11 Not discussed

| Cancellation: | [42A (LPR) | 142B country but without a deportation on | Adjustment of Status (1-485)

their record. This is not the same as

Cancellation of removal, 424 is for Adjust status to LPR. They may

legal permanent residents, 42 B is if requesting a deportation. reference the I-130 that is submitted
not LPR. If you den’t know their [ 1-589 DAsylum / CWOR / JCAT to USCIS to establish the relationship
status, only check the Cancellation Asylum, Withholding of removal and to an LPR or US citizen.

box. deferral under the Convention Against J U-Visa or T-Visa

L Voluntary Departure Torture are all on an I-589

U-visa is for a crime victim, T- visa is

application. If any specific form of for a trafficking victim.

Voluntary departure is discretionary o ’ i
relief is mentioned, check it.

relief based on good moral character,
the respondent does leave the
25. Did judge explain evidentiary rights today? OYes [ No [ Unsure

| Other/ unsure:

At one of the master calendar hearings after pleadings have been done, the judge should give evidentiary advisals- you have
a right to submit evidence, see the evidence the government has submitted, object to evidence, call witnesses etc. It seems
for some respondents, even over the course of many hearings this advisal is never given. Mark whether or not evidentiary
rights are discussed today.

26. Did judge explain all applications & evidence must be in English/ save copy for self? | IYes | INo |IUnsure

If the judge is giving an application or a filing deadline, s/he should be telling each respondent that they must submit all
applications in English, that all evidence must be in English and that if evidence is originally in another language they must
submit the original, an English translation, and a signed letter from the translator that states the person is capable of doing
the translation. The person transiating doesn’t need to be a “certified” translator/interpreter. The judge should also tell the
person that they should save a copy of everything for themselves. The judge should also inform them that jail staff will help
them mail their materials and will provide postage and envelope. Use question #28 for any additional comments or
concerns about this advisal.

27. Did judge give application filing deadline:? O Yes, date: JNo JUnsure

If the judge gives the respondent a date by which an application for relief is due (asylum, cancellation, etc.), write down the
date. If the judge says “on or before your next hearing” write the next hearing date. If the judge says, “If you don't file an
application by that date, | will order your removed” and the respondent has complained about not being able to complete an
application due to language barriers, alert the project coordinator ASAP with the A#, date of next hearing, and language
spoken.

28. Comment about relief application discussion:

You can add any additional comment about filing for relief, instructions given or questions asked about filing with the court.

29. Did respondent asked to be removed (deported)? [JYes [1No If asked for deportation, what did respondent say?

It is not uncommeon for people to give up due to the difficult conditions of detention. They may pre-emptively ask to be
deported rather than continue their case. If deportation was requested, please note what was said by respondent, or by
attorney on behalf of the respondent. They may use the word deportation, removal, or say something like “l want to be sent
back” or “I'll just sign my papers”. Asking for a deportation order is NOT the same as voluntary departure.

30. DHS's principle argument: O didn’t speak

We are looking at what the government does during these hearings (DHS- means Department of Homeland Security
attorney i.e. ICE attorney). We want to know what the government attorney has to say, what evidence they submit, how
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they argue against relief or claim that the detainee isn’t eligible for relief, whether they oppose a continuance etc. Please
mark the box DHS did not speak, if they don’t present any arguments or make any comments during the removal hearing.

31. Today’'s Outcome: [ Case continued [ Removal order (Deportation) O Termination/Dismissal O Trial queue

O Relief granted. Specify:

Note what happens to conclude the removal hearing- the judge grants a continuance- sets another hearing date, the judge
orders removal (deportation), the Judge terminates proceedings-ends deportation proceedings, because the person is not
departable (may also be termed dismissal), or grants relief. We usually don’t see relief granted except in the case of
voluntary departure, rarely we may see cancellation of removal or adjustment of status granted at a master calendar
hearing. The judges try to clear their dockets of cases represented by attorneys by putting them in a trial queue or into case
management system which means everything will be handled electronically outside of court, until the merits hearing. If
anything of the sort is mentioned at the conclusion of a hearing, mark “trial gueue”

32. If case continued, next hearing Date: Time:

Put the next hearing date and time above. Be sure to include the year. You'll use this space for the date of the next hearing
whether it’s a bond hearing or a removal hearing. If the judge sets two dates- as is often done for the next pro se master
calendar hearing a few days prior to a merit hearing, put the second date in the comment section of question #41. Be sure
to notify the project coordinator of the merit hearing date.

33. If removal order, did judge give advisal about consequences of unauthorized return, bars to relief, fines for non-
cooperation? CYes [ No Unsure ONotapplicable Comment:

If the judge issues a removal (deportation) order, they are required to explain the consequences: a bar to reentry for 10
vears, a permanent bar to asylum, the risk of felony prosecution, being subject to expedited removal. There are also
penalties for failing to cooperate with ICE regarding removal from the US. If it sounds like the judge is doing giving this
advisal, mark yes. Don’t worry about analyzing if every point is in the advisal. It does not count if the only thing the judge
says is “talk to your deportation officer about the timing of removal.” If an advisal is not given at all, mark no. if there is no
removal order you can mark “not applicable” or leave the question blank. Add a brief comment if relevant.

34. If judge made final decision did parties reserve appeal? | Not applicable
DHS: 00 Yes [0 No, waived Respondent: JYes [ONo, waived 0 Judge didn’t ask [ Unsure

If a case is continued (another hearing set, or put into trial queue) you will check “not applicable”. If the judge makes a
decision in the case—grants relief, including voluntary departure, terminates proceedings, or issues a removal (deportation)
order, either party may appeal the decision. You'll mark if the “losing” party reserves appeal or waives appeal. If the judge
simply states o date the appeal would be due, but doesn’t ask the person if they wish to appeal, you’ll mark “judge didn’t
ask”. Unless expressly waived, the right to appeal is reserved, so judges don’t always ask. Just because a person reserves
the right to appeal doesn’t mean they are obligated to file an appeal. If a person waives the right to appeal, they can’t
change their mind.

CRIMINAL HISTORY
35. Arrests or convictions? O Not Discussed 1 No criminal Hx O Has at least one arrest [ Has at least one conviction

Comments:

For this you should check only one box. Encounters with police, arrests, or convictions might not be discussed at all, in which
case mark not discussed. Sometimes it is made clear that the respondent has had no encounters with police, if that is true,
mark “no criminal Hx (Hx=history)”. An arrest by ICE or border patrol simply for crossing the border without permission does
not count as a criminal encounter. If yvou know that a respondent has had an encounter with police for a possible criminal
matter but that remains pending, or you are unsure of the outcome, mark “has at least one arrest”. If the person has any
criminal convictions, you will mark “has at least one conviction”. You can briefly explain police encounters or convictions in
the comment area. If that state where person was arrested or convicted is noted, please write that in the comment section.

EQUITIES
36. Length of time in the US: O Unknown. Check if likely recent arrival to US? O

Ideally we’d like this answer written in the form of years, or months if less than a year; 1 year and six months would be
written 1.5 yrs. If you write down a date (ex: entered in 2007), after the hearing, please calculate the number of years
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between that date and today. If it is noted that someone came at age 9, do your best to estimate the detainees age and
write approximate number of years or write age at entry in the “additional notes” section. Mark “unknown” if the length of
time in the US is not discussed. If the person has entered the US more than one time document the time since the most
recent entry. Any additional information can go into the comment section of question #41.

37. Family in the US? [ Yes: JNo O Unknown

Having family in the US can affect eligibility for relief. The judge may ask about family ties when screening for relief after
pleadings. If they have family in the U.S. check “Yes”, and if possible in the space provided, note relationship and
immigration status {ex: Wife, undocumented, 2 US Cit. children). If it is not discussed, check “unknown”. If they are asked
and they state no family, mark “no”. This questions pertain to legal relative; boyfriend, girlfriend, fiancé, don’t qualify as
family in the legal sense, but you can note these relationships.

38. Supporters in court? 1 Family [1Othersupporters [1Can'ttell [1None [ISupporters acknowledged

Mark if the respondent had support people present for the hearing. You may know this because of waving/nodding/smiling,
because people come in and leave with the respondent’s attorney, or because it is mentioned during the hearing. If you
aren’t sure if the supporters are family or others, pick your best guess. Can’t tell, means you aren’t sure whether or not there
were supporters for the respondent in the courtroom. If during the course of the hearing it is acknowledged that the
respondent has supporters in the courtroom, or if they are identified, also mark the box for “supporters acknowledged”.

WELLBEING
39. Any concern about mental health, physical illness, or competency CYes JNo 1 Unsure

Explain:

If there is mention of a mental health problem, physical illness, chronic medical condition, including chemical dependency or
if you see or hear something that leads you to guestion whether the person has mental illness or cognitive impairment (lack
of capacity to understand proceedings), please note this. If your answer is yes and the person is pro se, this is a case you
should consider referring for representation. Mark “Can’t tell” if something seems out of the ordinary, but you don’t have
clear sense that it is related to mental health/capacity to understand, as opposed to just the stress of proceedings

40. Complaints or comments about conditions in detention:

[1None stated

Examples of things to document: lack of treatment or evaluation for a mental health or medical condition, inadequate or
improper nutrition, lack of hygiene supplies, discrimination, abuse, assault, solitary confinement, lack of access to phone
calls or law library, unsanitary conditions

41. IMPRESSIONS: Use this space for comments, questions, quotes, and impressions

This reflection section is important to our understanding of the impact of observing.. Examples of things to comment on:
barriers respondents face and how court addresses these; respondent’s understanding, courtroom dynamics, impact of
detention on respondent, whether court recognizes the humanity and individuality of the respondent, questions you have,
quotes that stand out.



2025 MERITS HEARING SAMPLE FORM

A#@ 11.25
2025 Immigration Court Observation -MERIT Hearing
Date: |-10-25 observer: () [l V'f O Ob Moyl O In Person \,'X(WebEx
GENERAL
1. 9digit A orlast3; 220062455 2. Country of origin : G UAWL@}/WDM -G T

3. Gender: )Z’Male OFemale [JTrans/ non-binary [ Unsure [ Didn't appear, reason:

4.Judge: OCarr [Jlvany []Mazzie OMiller OSardelli [ Wood EZaskeDOther:

5. DHS Attorney: C . 8/}/ O didn’t appear
6. Was the respondent represented today? [JYes KNO, prose []Attorney failed to appear

Comment (incl. atty name):

7. Has the respondent been deemed incompetent by the court ? 0 Yes IX:NO U Unsure

8. Istoday’s hearing a continuation of a previously commenced merits hearing? [ Yes ﬁNo U Unsure -
9. DOCKET: [1Non-Detained [IHP (prison) JXICE detention  [JUnsure; Comment: FF{&bOY’“ﬂ C"{"’? jﬂ” ]
LANGUAGE -

10. Respondent’s preferred language: MQ 24

11. Did court find interpreter in preferred language?: IKYes [ No; If no, what language provided?

12. Interpretation: 0 No problems [ Problem; Comment: JUdg]Q V)Dllétﬁ fﬂ{ﬂrfrﬂ@f JD{‘JZ -SGW&(U/ed,
of4en hacd 49 hdac - back g covnll nowe.  Congeevdive ,hﬂ/‘f)rﬂ}%f”!ﬂﬁ

MERITS
13. Relief being sought/ application being heard (check all that apply)

(] Adjustment of status gl-SSQJX(AsyIum IXWOR JOCAT i Other
{1 Cancellation: ] 42A (LPR) [142B O Termination Dismissal O Unsure
U Voluntary Departure

14. Comment re evidence submitted by Respondent: Sat(;f (‘/DUIO{M"L glfj U/L&@”Cﬁ , phove S"Lf) {04 24 f\OUﬁZ_
15. Comment re evidence submitted by DHS: COUVT!T? Co nd tions ﬁ&PO I

16. Testimony/ Witnesses- (check all that apply) \ﬂRespondent U Family [1 Country Expert
[1Other Supporter [} Medical . [Mental Health
17. Did judge place any constraints on testimony? \gYes (1 No; Corr‘nent: Sali d Woév [C{ ,IVV! f\)' 1o / he
i

fotal iweludine C0oss Fo lbavl F+ime Tor oral deciSion.
18. Comment about testifi;s/ testimony: _ €5 P gwﬂ@ﬁ{ only - he seemldd pervou s
19. Were there supporters present {(court / webex) who did not testify? >Q/no Ovyes, family O vyes, other supporters
Presence in country
20. Respondent’s entry date/ length of time in the US: 4 MUVI"Ith J Unknown

21. Does respondent have family in the US? KYes LI No [ Unknown If family present, who and what status in US:

uncle - l«;@a& PLﬂnaﬂen’IL £ s;d@ﬂ‘f

Background .
22.What was said about conditions in home country? [o Fs 6{’ 5}‘6)&/}'49 ) Crime . Co N‘VV‘:L
_@ UU‘@(’I’N’W@”‘} 0 Not discussed

9



A#H S 6‘ 1.1.25

Criminal history
23. Arrests or convictions? [] Not Discussed MND criminal Hx [ Has at |east one arrest [0 Has at least one conviction

Comments:

Legal argument .

24, Describe the main argument of respondent (or attorney): 6@}”\45 LUW“LFO“QJ hw Héz/%ébﬁfhﬁﬁfj
- teud o recrv him , theattned hacr? ) he didint o ovgyow
movey. Frenis gﬂﬁ%beﬂs how  heein killed . T3uble suwom‘zm}

Wity & on dve e Lrime /aeror%mm /

25. Describe the main argument of government attorney: NO'IL ‘I'&f\fiﬁflzldk ikd Ppﬂ%@%ﬁq ﬂl(\OZ)V?&/
L rkernod celocation bosS[b " Wi et barmed Eytoction
1snt perstevtion

26.Descripe main questioning / reasoning of Judge: MQ‘-HﬂOd QQQ 0».1/'1‘13’4’ 0”1”‘7 +O Ul&ﬁ h”ﬁ%‘b]
ong fears. Stems skophead thal he metls cprterts

27. Did judge make an adverse credibility or character finding? [ Yes HNO [J Unsure; Comment:

Said he Stemad Feothful and Const stent

Health

28. Was there mention of respondent having the following medical/ mental health issues?

(] Bipolar EZ{Depression/ Anxiety O Schizophrenia [1Other
[J Chemical Dependency [1PTSD [ Torture Survivor [0 None
O Cognitive Impairment il Sexual assault survivo © [OTraumatic Brain.injury  ~

Comment:___ U elpar Z\P (2[4 €d ‘f'ﬁ {@ﬂ’hD?’] o 01/19(7“’7?; 18§vd
CONCLUSION
29. Judge’s action:

[J Case Cont'd for testimony \/EﬂRelief Denied U Voluntary departure
[1 Case Cont’d for oral decision [1Relief Granted {J Unsure
0 Will issue written decision Relief type: [0 Other:

Comment:_doesunt_meet  defindon of pLeseed4ion  not Mmiac%e@ @Cowmo
an nexVs Ryt does cecoqnite adyerse counta, comilitions

30. If continued, next hearing Date: Time:

31. If removal order, did judge give advisal about consequences of unauthorized return, bars to relief, fines for non-

cooperation? I&/Yes ONo [ Unsure Comment: not surd he Uﬂdvar$+0061 VM‘[A UPSIZ’P L d@POH’J‘(“lOV}

32. Did parties reserve appeal of decision? [1NA _(ho decision today) DHS: [ Yes)XINo Respondent :M\'(es ONo

Comment:

33, Other comments, |mpre5510ns concerns:

Z2aske L] ’”j‘ i Fodpy - Tts CLQarV] D{h&ﬁdu H o qe'f’ (ML/ Vi .
Hacd +s q@% ovidesite, e lp(\qpqr@ wtFhoot D‘L‘Homgy, ’

34. How long did hearing last? >Z(Iess than 2 hours [J2-3 hours [J3-4 hours I More than 4 hours
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2025 MERITS HEARING ANNOTATED FORM

A 1.1.25
2025 Immigration Court Observation -MERIT Hearing
If the hearing is convened, even if it can’t go forward for technical reasons, no interpreter, or because respondent didn’t

appear, you will still compete a form so that we can track why the hearing didn’t happen. If you observe the apening
statements on the record, but the hearing gets closed to observers, you will complete a form. If you are asked to leave, you
must do so. In the comment/impression section at the end, please document how the judge explained the presence of

observers.

Date: Observer: C In Person [ Webex
Format date: mm/dd/yyyy Print your first and last name Check whether you’re observing in court or on webex
GENERAL

1. 9 digit A# or last 3: 2. Country of origin :

A# is very important, The last three digits are on the posted docket or in the shift description in your reminder email.
Attempt to capture all 3 digits that the Judge reads into the record. If you are missing a number, use X.

If possible list the 2 digit code and the full country name. There is a list of frequent country codes in resource/glossary
section of the volunteer manual. If you don’t know the name of the country just list the 2 digit code. Do not google the two
digit country code; the court uses a unique list which doesn’t correspond to what you find on the internet. If observing by
webex, the country code is in the shift description in your reminder email.

3. Gender: [ Male [1Female [1Trans/ non-binary [1Unsure [ Didn’t appear, reason:
Assume that if someone is transgender or non-binary, this will be noted in the course of the hearing. Otherwise write male

and female according to how they present visually, or are referred to in court. Occasionally the respondent won’t appear; an
attorney may waive their appearance, or the respondent might be in quarantine, or out on a writ. If the respondent doesn’t
appear, check the box and write the reason.

4, Judge: [1Carr [ Ivany [IMazzie [1Miller [ Sardelli 1Wood [1Zaske[]Other:
Check the box for the judge who conducted the hearings you observed, if other than those listed, check “other” and list the

judge’s name.
5. DHS Attorney: C didn’t appear
The government attorney names are listed in the references/glossary section of the volunteer manual. If the name isn’t

listed, do your best to approximate the name.
6. Was the respondent represented today? O Yes [ No, prose [ Attorney failed to appear
Comment (incl. atty name):

If the respondent does not have an attorney for the observed hearing, they are pro se. The name of the attorney is useful,
but not required.

7. Has the respondent been deemed incompetent by the court ? 0Yes O No O Unsure

Mark “yes” if there is any mention of appointed counsel; the only circumstance for which the court provides legal
representation is if the person has been deemed incompetent. The attorney might be referred to as a “qualified rep”. The
Jjudge may also reference that an attorney provided so that the respondent can get help telling their story. If it isn’t obvious,
then the answer is probably “no”.

8. Is today’s hearing a continuation of a previously commenced merits hearing? OYes JNo O Unsure

The judge will state on record that it is a continued individual hearing, or may discuss what happened at the previous
individual hearing. If you are observing a continued individual merit hearing, it will also be stated in the shift description in
your reminder email.

9. DOCKET: | |Non-Detained | IHP (prison) | ICE detention I Unsure; Comment:
When you sign up for a merit hearing, the shift description will explain whether the person is in ICE detention, on the IHP
docket-in prison, or not-detained. If the person is in prison or in an ICE facility the judge will usually state the detention or

prison facility, put the name in the comment section. In general Judge Mazzie hears cases for people in ICE detention and
Judge Miller does the IHP docket for people in prison.
LANGUAGE

n



AH 1.1.25

10. Respondent’s preferred language:

What language does the respondent speak and understand the best. This has usually been established during master
calendar hearings and will appear on the. posted docket.

11. Did court find interpreter in preferred language?: O Yes I No; If no, what language provided?

If the hearing is conducted in the language the respondent speaks and understands best, mark yes. Sometimes the hearing
will be conducted in a language other than the preferred language, most often when someone speaks an indigenous
language and the hearing is conducted in Spanish. In this case you’d mark no, and list the language that was provided.

12. Interpretation: [ No problems 71 Problem; Comment:

If there are no technical problems, an interpreter was easily available and interpretation was complete mark “no problem”.
If there are any problems: had to call multiple language lines, couldn’t hear, not all conversation was interpreted, dropped
calls, unprofessional interpretation, confusion, attorney waived interpretation etc., mark “problem” and explain in the
comment section.

MERITS

13. Relief being sought/ application being heard (check all that apply)

Sometimes more than one application is filed but the judge will only take testimony and consider one application. IF the
judge only rules on one, it can reserves the ability for the other application to be considered in the future.

O Adjustment of status Asylum, Withholding of removal and A form of discretionary relief granted
Adjust to Legal Permanent Resident- relief under the Convention Against by a judge, allows person to leave US
getting a green card. Torture are all on an I-589 application. without a deportation on the record.
0 Cancellation: 0 42A (LPR) O 42B If they specify which forms of relief you O Other

Cancellation of removal. 42A is for can check each specified application. Any other application filed or

legal permanent residents, 42 B is if O Termination Dismissal referenced

not LPR. If you don’t know their status,  Ending removal proceedings, may use O Unsure

only check the Cancellation box. term dismissal.

01-589: (0 Asylum f OWOR / O CAT O Voluntary Departure

14. Comment re evidence submitted by Respondent:

The judge will usually discuss what evidence was submitted into the record and by whom. Sometimes a respondent submits
nothing but an application. Note if any country conditions reports, support letters, expert opinions etc. are submitted.
15. Comment re evidence submitted by DHS:
As above, note what DHS submitted into evidence besides the NTA and I-213.
16. Testimony/ Witnesses- (check all that apply) C Respondent O Family I Country Expert

L Other Supporter LI Medical _IMental Health
Who gave testimony and what was their expertise or relationship to respondent? You can also check the box for anyone who

submitted written statement, reports or affidavits.
17. Did judge place any constraints on testimony? [ Yes [I No; Comment:

At the outset, did the judge place time limits on testimony, state that testifiers wouldn’t be able to speak and would be
limited to the submitted written testimony, or state that a specific amount of time would be reserved for an oral decision.
Did you feel that these constraints, if any, affected the respondent’s rights or impacted the outcome?

18. Comment about testifiers/ testimony:

Add any relevant comment about content of testimony, who appeared, or how testimony was received (written or verbal),
whether testifiers were challenged, and whether the testimony seemed to bolster the case.
19. Were there supporters present (court / webex) who did not testify? no Ovyes, family L yes, other supporters

12



At 1.1.25
The judge will usually acknowledge everyone present at a merit hearing. If it wasn’t expressly stated, use your best

judgement about who came to support the respondent.
Presence in country
20. Respondent’s entry date/ length of time in the US: O Unknown

Ideally we’d like this answer written in the form of years, or months if less than a year; 1 year and six months would be
written 1.5 yrs. If you write down a date (ex: entered in 2007), after the hearing, please calculate the number of years
between that date and today. If it is noted that someone came at age 9, do your best to estimate the detainees age and
write approximate number of years or write age at entry in the “additional notes” section. Mark “unknown” if the length of
time in the US is not discussed. If the person has entered the US more than one time document the time since the most
recent entry. Any additional information can go into the comment section of question in question #33.

21. Does respondent have family in the US? I Yes [No [ Unknown If family present, who and what status in US:

If they are asked ond they state no family, mark “no”. If they have family in the U.S. check “Yes”, and if possible in the space
provided, note relationship and status {ex: Wife, undocumented, 2 US Cit. children).
Background
22 . What was said about conditions in home country?

| ' Not discussed

This may be discussed in terms of why they left, and/ or current conditions and why they fear return. Briefly summarize,
don’t try to transcribe everything said.

Criminal history

23. Arrests or convictions? [ Not Discussed [ No criminal Hx 1 Has at least one arrest 7] Has at least one conviction
Comments:

For this you should check only one box. Encounters with police, arrests, or convictions might not be discussed at all, in which
case mark not discussed. Sometimes it is made clear that the respondent has had no encounters with police, if that is true,
mark “no criminal Hx (Hx=history)”. An arrest by ICE or border patrol simply for crossing the border without permission does
not count as a criminal encounter. If you know that a respondent has had an encounter with police for a possible criminal
matter but that remains pending, or you are unsure of the outcome, mark “has at least one arrest”. If the person has any
criminal convictions, you will mark “has at least one conviction”. You can briefly explain police encounters or convictions in
the comment area. If that state where person was arrested or convicted is noted, please write that in the comment section
Legal argument

For the following three guestions we do not want a “transcript” and it is not necessary to quote any statute or case law. We
want a summary of the main point each person is making.
24. Describe the main argument of respondent (or attorney):

25. Describe the main argument of government attorney:

26.Describe main questioning / reasoning of Judge:

27. Did judge make an adverse credibility or character finding? |1Yes |INo |IUnsure; Comment:

For forms of relief that are discretionary (asylum, cancellation), the judge will make a determination that the good in the
person outweighs any negative thing the person has done. This is what is meant by a character finding. The judge will
usually outline the good vs the bad in explaining their decision-making. Likewise the judge makes a determination that a

13



Al 1.1.25
respondent is credible, that their testimony is consistent with the information is the submitted evidence and application, and

that they seem truthful. This is a question to ask if the Judge made a negative determination about the respondent’s
character or credibility. Explain in the comment section and add whether you agree.

Health

28. Was there mention of respondent having the following medical/ mental health issues?

1 Bipolar "I Depression/ Anxiety 1 Schizophrenia "1 Other
O Chemical Dependency JPTSD JTorture Survivor JNone
L1 Cognitive Impairment | Sexual assault surviver | Traumatic Brain injury

Comment:

What conditions were mentioned by any party during the hearing? We are particularly concerned about mental health and
competency to understand proceedings, but you may note significant medical issues also.

CONCLUSION

29. Judge's action:

O Case cont’d for testimony T Relief Denied O Voluntary departure
[ Case cont’d for oral decision 7] Relief Granted TUnsure
O Will issue written decision Relief type: "1 Other:

The case concludes if a decision is made (relief or removal). If the judge is granting relief write in the type of application that
was granted. If several applications were submitted and you aren’t sure what was granted, check the box “relief granted”
and in the “relief type” area, write “unsure”. If the judge grants voluntary departure (a discretionary form of relief) mark
that box rather than writing it into the blank “relief type” spot. If the judge states they are going to issue a written decision,
check that. if the judge is going to reconvene on another date, mark the box with the reason- either for more
testimony/cross examination/ or to issue an oral decision. If the judge is going to issue an oral decision s/he will often state
their conclusion at the initial merit hearing. The decision isn’t final until the oral decision is dictated in court., You'll mark
“case cont’d for oral decision”, you can write about the judge’s decision/comments in the space below. If you aren’t sure
what was decided mark unsure.

Comment:

30. If continued, next hearing Date: Time:

If the case is continued to another date for any reason, note the date, and the time if given. If for any reason the judge
doesn’t announce a date, leave blank and put explanation in comment section, question #33.
31. If removal order, did judge give advisal about consequences of unauthorized return, bars to relief, fines for non-

cooperation? OYes [ No OUnsure Comment:

If the judge issues a removal (deportation) order and the respondent waives appeal, the judge is supposed to inform the
respondent of the consequences of a removal order, among them, a bar from reentry for 10 years, a permanent bar for
asylum, and risk of felony charges for unauthorized reentry. There are also daily fines if a respondent refuses to cooperate
with their removal, such as withholding information from the embassy issuing travel documents,

32. Did parties reserve appeal of decision?  INA_(no decision today) DHS: | 'Yes INo Respondent: Yes | No
Comment:

Both parties can reserve the right to appeal a judge’s decision; note if they reserve appeal. If the judge doesn’t issue a
decision, mark NA. Sometimes the judge doesn’t ask if parties wish to reserve appeal and will just give a date when the
appeal is due, you can note that in the comment section.

33, Other comments, impressions, concerns:

This reflection section is important te our understanding of the impact of observing.. Examples of things to comment on:
barriers respondents face and how court addresses these; respondent’s understanding, courtroom dynamics, impact of

14



At 1.1.25
detention on respondent, whether court recognizes the humanity and individuality of the respondent, questions you have,

quotes that stand out.

34. How long did hearing last? [1less than 2 hours [12-3 hours [ 3-4 hours (1 More than 4 hours

If a hearing starts late, do not include the wait time in the hearing length but do note the late stort in the comment section
in question #32 above.
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2025 NON-DETAINED MASTER CALENDAR HEARING SAMPLE FORM

7.18.2025
2025 Non-Detained Master Calendar Hearings- mmigration Court Observation

1. Date: ft : ! % ! LS 2. Observer (full name): J/OQ ?Grkm‘o\}ﬁ

3. shift time‘}?(SBO 10:30  1110:30-12:30 [ 1:30-3:00 [13:00-4:30 Check if not allowed in at shift start time: U

Judge: O Carr \ﬁ(Ivany UMazzie IMiller [lSardelli [1Zaske LI Cther:

4.
5. DHS Attorney: O—éhﬂ ,%[_U_]‘{
6

. Hearings Tallies (R:':Respondent, 1= Judge) @
Total hearings: HH /H Hearings R pro se: ; i H

Hearings R in person: 'H'H' ” @ Hearings R represented: (D

Hearings R remote (video/phone}:( } ) Respondents have moved:; b (3)

language:

English Speakers: O Specify Languages: C{\QO/&
Spanish Speakers: 'H'H‘ ” @

Other Languages: | Case not heard, no interpreter: G

7. Did DHS move to dismiss any cases? [TNo kv\’es, Number of cases: (l

8 i yes, what did DHS say, can list A# if different message with different people?
" This levaec m Hhe &m&mm\euﬁs prterest <t pro coed " - st o
bt CAsts

9. Did the judge explain what dismissal meant? Did the judge explain that this would make the respondent subject to

expedited removal? \lov U\Jlf | nb IDMQﬁF’ hows Mﬂ?lmﬂg bhofod +his NG

T iont acany yav 6Jrﬁ3h}: or- avd. \fnu rempved | Tmmpwmvmz/%’ could ek \}aur s vad.
Iy AN ORI

10 Did the judge ask the respondentfor a response before ruling? UNo j{ Yes, Comment

Do Nov, dacel 0T disaqera’ | Swamed W UuéLS QrUUcLE to 08k e w\og@(ﬁ b eav sl
v d

1LJ}.\}ODV|$d ng rg;g)onjent ((;b?éctu]; ‘Eihl\jlz;) R‘Sjiﬁglsq l,Csoir:;"lﬂs}nje_nt A‘ﬂ 30! WC‘M"' (N Mﬂaﬁl’ll}; gy

My o»sqlvmw@wahw\ #5545 "T o mfmld e cetucn mL; {LOuwhcw 7

/
12. Addltlonal comment; N0t SUME. W\‘H“ @ﬁ‘@mdlm% ‘PU Umg{ﬂ,r&b@) 0z J

13. Complete below for cases DHS moved to dismiss (if there is room please also list pretermitted cases:

Pro | Gender { A# Timein | Country | Language/ Had Case R Court
Se us Interpreter application dismissed? | reserved | Exit
Y/N problem been filed? {or pretermit) appeal? | time

YoM Skl W VE [ epnk [Yoaybm | Yo, Y %b5s
Y O M e sss] T FC /B undene Y-dis Y 92a
v

Y 40952610 1Y Im | EC sp/opeoy  Yosylom ekt Ny 0,
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14. Brief description of Respondents with dismissed case (what wearing, with family/support present): A 30, l_/l’m/n?
Sl jeans blve longelesve sk, A#S5 (2019, fock"T, Lt loasthral op.

15. Pretermission- did ) pretermit any cases? (reject an asylum app as unlikely to prevail) [INo j{Yes, Number R
What did I} say {list A#)?: said T PM!‘H]’V\J’} vour Qnk, (\f@ﬂ\jmﬁ) \;nUF D\W »&aﬁrwm

0 dunerad Qar of crimt not O\NUMS \Cor Gy lur. Tom (Drd%l‘moy \our tmaval.

16. Other outcomes of hearings conducted:

Master calendar reset; ““ L{ Veluntary Departure granted: /Q'

Merit hearing/trial queue next(D Change of Venue: ;

Admin closure: /6’ Number of No-shows: N0V¢_ I 'mﬁ Sh‘—LlL

Status Docket: No shows reset:

Remaoval order: o Ne-shows In absentia removal:
ADVISALS For the following questiens use a 5 point scale: 1=strongly disagree, 3= neutral, 5= strongly agree
17. For all respondents | § verified current address 1 2 3 4 @NA
18. For pro se respondents I} explained R must file change of address w/in 5 days 1 2 3 @ 5 NA
19. For pro se respondents I} explained “failure to appear” results in deportation order 1 2 3 5 NA
20. ludge offered aption to appear by WebEx with a motion @ 2 3 4 5 NA
21. U offered pro se respondents an asylum application at first hearing 1 2 @ 4 5 NA
22. For pro se respondents at 1** hearing | J explained 1 year filing deadline for asylum 1 2 3 @ 5 NA
23. if asylum apptlication has been filed, | tock pleadings and offered merit hearing next 1 2 @ 4 5 NA

24. Did anyone ask about asylum clock/work authorization? L Yes KNO U Unsure Comment:

25, Tone and atmosphere in the courtroom, were ocbservers greeted or chastised? :

Sormewhat Hanst. Covele uds Loere yoisy . Clerk Was frundly
' ~J

26. Additional impressions, questions, observations, quotes:

TCE quy, pain_ clokes L4089 (hlied oot vttt {orm )
Now DHS 9‘%1{ T hadnd geen bofare aktor yismissals adnt 5{‘)1101}4
"PJ?,F 5% w((“ am Sovdh, Dak,o%q not Lo edaye, 5?4—1'00

27. Did you complete an “enforcement” form? MYes [ONo
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2025 NON-DETAINED MASTER CALENDAR HEARING ANNOTATED FORM

7.18.2025
2025 Non-Detained Master Calendar Hearing- Annotated Form

Documenting in non-detained court is significantly different from in detained court. You will complete one form per shift
rather than one form per respondent/hearing. Because of the long timelines of non-detained cases, in general, we are not
trying to track individual cases or their outcomes. The purpose is to identify new policies or procedures, trends over time,
differences between judges, and the unigue challenges or due process failings that non-detained cases present. Be aware
that many respondents will have cases that have been consolidated with other family members so several individual cases
listed on the docket may be conducted as one hearing and will be tallied as one hearing. This version of the non-detained
form focuses on case dismissals and pretermission.

1. Date: 2. Observer (full name):

Format date: mm/dd/yyyy Clearly print your first and last name

3. Shift time: 0 8:30-10:30 110:30-12:30 [0 1:30-3:00 [3:00-4:30 Check if not allowed in at shift start time: [

Mark the time that best correlates to the shift you signed up for. If you are not let in at the start time either because the
fudge is conferencing, doing a closed hearing, or the courtroom is too full, please check the box. You can explain, if the
reason is known, in the comment section at the end of the form.

4, Judge: OCarr LUlvany [ Mazzie U Miller OSardelli [ Zaske JOther:

2

Check the box for the judge who conducted the non-detained hearings you observed, if other than those listed, check “other
and list the judge’s name.

5. DHS Attorney:

The government attorney names are listed in the references/glossary section of the volunteer manual. If the name isn’t
listed, do your best to approximate the name.

6. Hearings Tallies (R=Respondent, | J= Judge)

For aif the taliies in the section below, count a family group (parent/child, sibling pair, couple, entire family) as one hearing.
If you make tally marks please circle a final number so that your response is clear to data entry volunteers. Don’t worry if
you don’t get exact tallies. The purpose is to get a general sense of the volume, flow, pace, and outcome of cases during
your shift.

Total hearings:

Count all hearings where respondent appears, virtually
or in person, or where an attorney for the respondent
appears and the hearing takes place even if the
respondent is not present. Also include hearings where
the respondent is present but the hearing can’t take
place because no interpreter is available

Hearings R in person:

As long as one of the respondents in a hearing attends in
person, count it as in person, even if other family
members on a consolidated case, are not present. This
guestion pertains fo the respondent, not their attorney.

Hearings R remote (video/phone):

Mark the number of hearings where all respondents in
an individual or consolidated case appear via webex or

phone (i.e.no one who is a party to the case is in person).
Hearings R pro se:

The number of hearings where the respondents are
unrepresented at the observed hearing, even if they say
they have hired someone. {i.e. they do not have an
attorney present or appearing remotely today).

Hearings R represented:

The number of hearings where the respondents are
represented. (i.e. have an attorney present or appearing
remotely for today’s hearing).

Respondents have moved:

Tally the number of hearings where the respondent has

moved i.e. the respondent’s current address is different
than the address the court has on record. This is how we
document how housing insecure respondents are.
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Language:

This is a place to count and identify the languages spoken by respondents. If it is a family case, tally the language spoken
by the primary respondent (the person most addressed by the court). If there are spouses who speak different languages
than each other, you can tally both individuals.

English Speakers: Please list all the languages that the respondents during
your shift spoke, other than English and Spanish. You don’t
need to quantify, just list them.

In keeping with the instructions above, note the number
of cases where the respondent spoke English.
Case not heard, no interpreter:

Spanish Speakers:

If the judge is unable to conduct a hearing because an

Tally the number of cases where the respondent spoke
v f P P appropriate interpreter cannot be found, mark that here. If

Spanish.

P the hearing is conducted in a nonpreferred language, but
Other Languages: one that the respondent can understand, you would not
Tally the number of cases where the respondent spoke a n;a:f that here, but you can make a note of it at the end of

the form

language other than English or Spanish
Specify Languages:

7. Did DHS move to dismiss any cases? [1No [1Yes, Number of cases:

The court seems to be conducting hearings for the cases DHS wishes to dismiss before they bring in the rest of the
respondents— if you notice this, make a note on your form. Write down the number of cases DHS moves to dismiss,
regardless of how the judge rules.

8. If yes, what did DHS say, can list A# if different message with different people?

Try to capture the wording used by the government attorney. It is often along the lines of “it is no longer in the best interest
of the government to proceed”, We want to see if the lunguage changes over time, or varies between DHS attorneys, or
respondents. You can say for example: A#123 said..., A#405 said....

9. Did the judge explain what dismissal meant? Did the judge explain that this would make the respondent subject to
expedited removal?

How did the judge explain this? For example: Did they say they had no choice but to dismiss? Did they explain that the
government wishes to put them into expedited removal? Did they suggest that the person could now file with USCIS? Do
you think the judge was straightforward and honest? Did the judge imply that this was a good thing because the respondent
ne longer had to come to court?

10. Did the judge ask the respondent for a response before ruling? L No Ll Yes, Comment

Some judges are asking the respondent for a response to the motion to dismiss before actually ruling on DHS’s motion.
Other judges are only asking if the respondent objects in order to reserve appeal. We want to know if the judge is asking
respondents for comment or opinion and whether they consider the respondent’s statement before ruling to dismiss or not.
If the respondent comments, does the judge respond or only issue a ruling. Please briefly summarize what the judge said.

11. Did any respondent object? _INo _lYes, Comment

If any respondent objects, summarize what is said and whether or not you think they understood what dismissal meant. You
don’t have to elaborate on each respondent unless there are substantive differences.

12. Additional comment:
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Add anything else relevant. You can use this space, if needed, to explain how the judge responded to any comments by the
respondent(s)

13. Complete below for cases DHS moved to dismiss {if there is room please also list pretermitted cases):

Pro | Gender | A% Time in | Country | Language/ Had Case R Court
Se us Interpreter application dismissed? | reserved | exit
Y/N problem been filed? (or pretermit) appeal? | time
Y M 123456789 1y, 7 GT SP/no prob Y, asylum Y Y 8:55
m am
Y M 333222444 8m ES SP/no prob N Y N 9:05
am
Y M 500600700 2.5y HO Sp/ no prob Y, asylum N
Y F 321321321 ?? GT K'iche/ Sp used | Y Y Unclear, | 9:18
reserve am
Y F 999111222 3.5 MX SP/no prob Y, asylum Pretermit |Y 9:30
am

Sample responses are added to the grid above as @ means of illustration. Pro Se “Yes” means the person does not have an
attorney representing them, today they are pro se. Please try to capture the full A#, get the country code off the posted
docket. You’ll need to jot down either the name or the A# as it is stated in court in order to be able to consult the docket for
the country code. The length of time in US is often not stated, but listen carefully if U.S. entry date is noted, supposedly only
people who have been in the US under two years can be subject to expedited removal. We want to know if it is being applied
to longer term residents. If we have a full A# and country code we will be able to see if and where the person has been
detained. If you can document the time a person exits the courtroom this will facilitate cross referencing with arrests other
volunteers are documenting.

14. Brief description of Respondents with dismissed case (what wearing, with family/support present):

A brief description will help us cross-reference the arrests we are witnessing. Examples “middie age man, blue baseball cap,

»od

and blue button down shirt.” “young mom, long hair, red t-shirt, accompanied by another woman in jeans.”
15. Pretermission- did IJ pretermit any cases? (reject an asylum app as unlikely to prevail) [1No [ Yes, Number

Did the fudge say they were pretermitting a case and ordering removal? If ves, list how many respondents had their case
pretermitted? Some Judges are dismissing cases and saying they otherwise would have pretermitted the case, explain that
in the comment section below but don’t count it as a pretermission in this question. If, after listing the motions to dismiss in
question 13 above, there is still space in the grid, please list the A#, country and other requested information on
pretermitted cases. In the column that asks “Case dismissed? (or pretermit)”, write “pretermit”.

What did 1) say (list A#)?:

We want to understand what rationale the judges are giving, please try to be specific, for example “the case is weak”, “ fear
of gangs is not a grounds for asylum”, “this is a personal dispute, not persecution”. If several cases are pretermitted you can
list an A# next to a comment.

16. Other outcomes of hearings conducted:

Master calendar reset: Count the number of hearings in which respondents were
granted a continuance and given a date for another
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master calendar hearing. Usually everyone being
scheduled for a master calendar hearing will be scheduled
for the same day or two.

Merit hearing/trial queue next:

Count the number of hearings in which respondents were
scheduled for a merit hearing or told their case was going

into the trial queue or the scheduling queue. Mark it as
a merit hearing if a merit hearing is scheduled, even if
there is @ master calendar hearing scheduled shortly
before it for assuring all filings have been received.

Admin closure:

Count the number of hearings in which the judge
granted administrative closure. if you don’t hear the
actual words “Admin close” or “administrative closure”
do not count it.

Status Docket:

Count the number of hearings in which the judge puts a
case on the status docket. (if you don’t hear the actual
words “status docket” do not count it. This puts a case on
the back burner while an application or some other legal
matter is moving through another agency.

Removal order:

Count the number of hearings in which the judge ordered
removal. This shouldn’t happen much in master calendar
hearings except for when people don’t show up. No-show
removal orders are counted befow, not here.

Voluntary Departure granted:

ADVISALS For the following questions use a 5 point scale:

17. For all respondents 1 J verified current address

7.18.2025
Count the number of hearings in which the judge grants
voluntary departure. This is a discretionary grant and is
not a deportation/removal order. If you don’t hear the
words “voluntary departure” it isn’t being granted.

Change of Venue:

Count the number of hearings in which the judge grants a
change of venue. This would only be done for people who
live outside MIN, ND, SD.

Number of No-shows:

After the judge completes the cases for all the
respondents who showed up whether in -person or on
Webex, s/he will review the “no-shows”, the people who
failed to appear. The judge will typicaily decide either to
reset the case — schedule another hearing and send out a
new hearing notice, or order the person removed in
absentia. Count the number of individuals who didn’t
attend their hearings that the judge reviews during your
shift; these are the “no-shows.”.

No shows reset:

Count the number of individuals who missed their hearing
but get a new hearing scheduled, they may call it a
hearing notice, a continuance, or a reset.

No-shows In absentia removal:

The judge may just refer to these as in absentia it means
a removal order because he respondent failed to come to
their hearing

1= strongly disagree, 3= neutral, 5= strongly agree

1 2 3 4 5 NA

Judges are supposed to verify the current address of a respondent at each hearing, even if they have an attorney.

18. For pro se respondents I) explained R must file change of address w/in 5 days 1 2 3 4 5 NA

At every pro se hearing the judge is supposed to remind people to file a change of address form with the court within 5 days
of moving. ldeally they would remind people that notifying the court and ICE are separate requirements, and have people
toke a change of address form just in case. This question just asks if the judge is remembering to tell people to file the

change of address within 5 days of moving.

19. For pro se respondents IJ explained “failure to appear” results in deportation order 1 2 3 4 5 NA

The judge is supposed to advise every pro se respondent that they can be deported if they miss a hearing. Often o judge wilf
say “You can be removed in your absence”. This is inadequate as an advisal, people might not know what removal refers to.
We want a judge to say “deportation” or “removal from the U.S.” Some judges fail to give this advisal at all.

20. Judge offered option to appear by WebEx with a motion

1 2 3 4 5 NA

Respondents used to be able to appear via webex without filing a motion. They must now file a motion. Some people are
trying to appear by webex even though they didn’t file o motion because they are afraid of being detained if they show up in
person. We are interested in knowing if the judge offers this information with or without prompting. This is especially
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warranted if people live several hours away from court. Feel free to elaborate in the comment section at the end if there is
discussion about this.

21. |) offered pro se respondents an asylum application at first hearing 1 2 3 4 5 NA

Observers won’t know who, at a first hearing, is seeking asylum, but most are. In best practice, a judge would offer those
people an asylum application at their first hearing, if they hadn’t afready received and filed one. Some judges are solely
focused on explaining why people are in removal proceedings, and offering them the pro bono attorney list, that they don’t
offer asylum applications. Not providing the application may cause many people to miss the one year filing deadlfine
required for eligibility for asylum. if the judge is offering asylum applications to several people without prompting, you
would agree with this statement. (Some asylum seekers, due to current policy, are only eligible to apply for withholding of
removal, those technicalities are beyond the scope of observers expected scope of understanding.)

22. For pro se respondents at 1% hearing | J explained 1 year filing deadline for asylum 1 2 3 4 5 NA

Does the judge explain that asylum applications must be filed within one year of entry into the U.S.? You'd mark agreement
whether the judge says this in a group advisal or consistently in an individual advisal.

23. If asylum application has been filed, 1) took pleadings and offered merit hearing next 1 2 3 4 5 NA

24. Did anyone ask about asylum clock/work authorization? [1Yes [/ No LI Unsure Comment:

The asylum clock is the time after filing an asylum application until a person can apply for a work permit. If the respondent
asks for a continuance in order to seek an attorney, this “stops the clock”. Some respondents know about the asylum clock
and some don’t and may just ask about work authorization. Some judges will answer these questions and some won't. If
anyone mentions the asylum clock, or work authorization, explain what was asked and answered.

25. Tone and atmosphere in the courtroom, were observers greeted or chastised? :

In the current climate we are especially interested in whether respondents seem more nervous, and how they are being
treated by court personnel. We are interested in how children are treated if they are present. And we want to know if the
Jjudge was welcoming, neutral, or unwelcoming to observers. Be brief.

26. Additional impressions, questions, observations, quotes:

Please note if there are procedural improvements or shortcomings that you note in court, this can include issues in the lobby,
among other court staff or about proceedings. If credible fear interviews were mentioned at all, please note that here, and
if it was raised in the context of any of the dismissed case, please note the A# here also. You can also use this space to
elaborate on any of the guestions on the form if you need additional space. Feel free to highlight a case that really stands
out to you.

27. Did you complete an “enforcement” form? 1Yes [INo

If vou observed ICFE either outside the courtroom or inside the courtroom, please fill out an enforcement form explaining
what you saw and heard even if you did not witness an arrest. If ICE agents, usually plain clothed, were in the courtroom,
detail as much as you can about what they were doing and if they were communicating with anyone else inside or outside
the courtroom. If you are unsure about the presence of an ICE agent, but are aware of the judge speaking with the DHS
attorney about pretermission or dismissals without respondents being present, please also complete an enforcement
form.
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