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Asylum Application Filing Instructions: 
 

REQUIRED Documents you must include with your application: 
1) Original, signed I-589 application form 
2) Two copies of the I-589 application form 

3) One passport size/style photo, attached to the original I-589 application form 
4) Three copies of your passport – all pages must be copied even if they are 

blank 
 

Optional documents you MAY include with your application, but are NOT required: 
5) Three copies of anything else you want to submit such as: 

a. A national ID card 

b. Your birth certificate 
c. Police summons or convocations 

d. Medical reports that relate to your asylum case 
e. Political party membership documents 

f. Affidavits from people who know about what happened to you in your 
home country 

g. Newspaper articles about events affecting you in your home country 

h. Newspaper articles that name you 
i. Human rights reports documenting the situation in your home 

country. 
 

The required documents must be sent to immigration by the date one year after you 
entered the United States. For example, if you entered the United States on June 1, 
2008 the required documents must be at immigration by May 31, 2009 for 

immigration to consider your application filed on time. The optional documents can 
be included with that mailing, sent later, or taken to your asylum interview. 

 
You should send your application using FedEx or another overnight delivery service 

to ensure it arrives within the deadline. If using an overnight service, the mailing 
address for the application is: 
 

USCIS 
Nebraska Service Center 

850 S Street 
P.O. Box 87589 

Lincoln, NE 68508 
 

For non-overnight or U.S. Postal Service delivery the address is: 
USCIS Nebraska Service Center 
P.O. Box 87589 

Lincoln, NE 68501-7589 
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Keep one copy of your completed application and everything you send to 

immigration for yourself.  
 

Make sure you get a tracking number from FedEx or the U.S. Postal Service so you 
can confirm that your application was received by immigration.  
 

You should get a receipt from the Asylum Office in approximately 2 – 3 weeks, 
saying they have received your application and that it is pending. KEEP THIS 

RECEIPT. It is your proof that you have a pending asylum application and are 
allowed to legally stay in the United States while your asylum case is decided. 

You will also receive a notice to be fingerprinted, and a notice for an interview. 
There is not a set amount of time between when you file for asylum and when you 
are interviewed. It could be as short as a few weeks, or up to a year. It is very 

important that you let immigration know if your address changes.  
 

Changing your Address: 
You can change your address with immigration by using the internet: 
www.uscis.gov 

On the left side of the webpage, select “change your address with USCIS” and follow 
the directions. 

You should print a copy of your change of address form once you have submitted it 
online. 
You should also mail a copy of your change of address form to the Asylum Office 

address listed on your asylum filing receipt. 
 

Failing to change your address with immigration is a violation of the law. It can also 
mean that you do not receive your notice to be interviewed, and that your case is 

denied without an interview. It is very important that you let immigration know 
whenever your address changes. 
 

The nearest FedEx location is the FedEx Office in the IDS Center. It is located at 80 
S. 8th Street in downtown Minneapolis on the ground floor. You can make 

photocopies and mail your application from this location.  
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I was arrested three times by the Ethiopian authorities and detained and tortured because of my involvement with a student group 

supporting the Coalition for Unity and Democracy (CUD). The first arrest was in May, 2005 when Ethiopian police took me from class, detained 

me at the local police station and interrogated and tortured me for three days. The second time was in October, 2005 after a rally, four 

Ethiopian military members came to my house and arrested me in the middle of the night. They took me to a prison where I was held for two 

months and repeatedly beaten. My final arrest was in October, 2009 and lasted one month. My family was also questioned and my brother 

was arrested and tortured when he went to the police to inquire about me in October, 2009. I believe that I was arrested and tortured because 

of my involvement with the CUD, because on each occasion of my arrest the officers would make statements and question me about the CUD. 

Please see my attached statement for more details. 
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