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Introduce The Advocates for Human Rights
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 Amy Bergquist, Senior Staff
Attorney, International Justice

Trainers Program

 Madeline Lohman, Senior
Researcher
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Introduce yourselves


Key Resources

@,

Human Rights Tools for a Changing World: A
Step-by-Step Guide to Human Rights Fact-
Finding, Documentation, and Advocacy

Discover Human Rights: A Human Rights
Approach to Social Justice Work

https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/

manuals
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Introduce key resources, how to access them

https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/manuals

* |ldentifying government actions as
human rights violations

 Documenting and reporting human
rights violations to UN

* Leveraging reports in advocacy
strategies



Photo by Life Matters from Pexels
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Protests happening worldwide. 

Sparked by the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, communities across the United States have risen up to protest police killings of Black men and the entrenched structural racism and white supremacy in which these killings fester.

Important exercise of human rights to opinion, expression, assembly, and association in response to gross human rights violations – the extrajudicial killings of Black men (and Black women, trans persons, and Brown people). 
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Presentation Notes
In part because law enforcement has been the target of the protests and in part because of the administration’s decision to deploy armed federal agents to communities, violence by police toward protestors has been reported across the country.

Potential examples:
Elderly white man in Buffalo knocked to ground, left with severe head injury
Use of sublethal and chemical weapons


Video by Kelly Lacy from Pexels
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US-based activists struggle to find language to convey the nature and gravity of the situation and to hold government actors accountable for their actions. 

The language and tools of human rights – which developed to address the myriad ways which governments inflict harm upon their people – can help.

https://www.pexels.com/@kelly-lacy-1179532?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/aerial-view-of-protesters-walking-on-a-street-4553802/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels

Human Rights Goals O

* Dignity
®* Freedom

* Equality

® Justice

® Peace
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So where does a human rights approach come from? 

Human rights are a set of standards that protect the dignity and freedom of individuals. And they are the foundation of equality, justice, and peace.  As the preamble to the UDHR states, Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the world.” 

The goal of human rights is to create conditions so people can live with dignity, freedom, equality, justice and peace.


Human Rights Approach

Strengthening accountability
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Human Rights Strategies

' Pr
Work with . otec.:t |
responsible Zix-h marginalized
authorities <7 groups

W Empower rights-holders
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In practice, applying a human rights-based approach as an organization means taking the criteria necessary for securing human rights (Safety and Security, Non-discrimination, Accountability, and Participation) and translating those criteria into practical strategies that can be incorporated into your social justice work (see graphic).  The strategies are: 

Address the root causes of the problem
Protect  marginalized groups 
Work with responsible authorities
Empower rights-holders

The strategies seem really basic and many people are already using some, if not all of them.  However, the value of a rights-based approach is that it integrates all of the elements into a single framework and allows problems to be addressed holistically.  
Now we will look at each of these strategies in turn.




Photo by Alois Moubax from Pexels

What's
happening on
the ground?

* Proactive Arrests
e Rubber Bullets
e Unidentified Agents
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Madeline: Human rights violations can take place within the context of protests.

Armed state actors exercising force
Repression of views opposing state/government
Arrests without probable cause of a crime / “proactive arrests”
Detention without charge

Are these human rights violations?

https://www.pexels.com/@aloismoubax?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/three-firemen-standing-near-trees-2348809/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels

International OO

Standards Protect
Protestors

* U.S. response is not unique —
common repressive tactics used
worldwide

* Bringing U.S. struggle to global

stage helps all protestors

e Affirms importance of human
rights globally



What rights

are being
violated?
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The right to life and to security of the person means not only do people have the right to be free from extrajudicial killings (such as George Floyd), they have a right to be free from harm at the hands of state actors while exercising other fundamental human rights�
Photo by Josh Hild from Pexels
�
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Protest is an important exercise of human rights to opinion, expression, assembly, and association.


77
e
SArDItrary arrests and detent
Enforced disappearances,™
» Extrajudieial killings
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Photo by Rosemary Ketchum from Pexels



https://www.pexels.com/@ketchumcommunity?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-wearing-black-officer-uniform-1464230/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels

Non-discrimination

Photo by Life Matters from Pexels


https://www.pexels.com/@life-matters-3043471?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-holding-a-sign-in-protest-4613880/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels

Documenting

Human Rights
Violations




What facts are important to document

Names of Officials Setting Violation-
victims specific

Held in an
Demographic unmarked vehicle

information

Uniform/insignia

Sitting on sidewalk
when arrested

Activity or
affiliation that
triggered violation

Identification Injured by sub-

lethal weapon




Documenting the incident

Withesses

Tickets, charges,
conditional
releases

MD report
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Draw illustrations from human rights violations we’ve documented or reported in other countries


What are “special OO

procedures”?

Independent experts at the United
Nations who act on complaints of
alleged human rights violations by
sending communications to

governments
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monitor the situation in countries through visits;
conduct thematic studies and organize expert consultations;
contribute to the development of international human rights standards;
engage in advocacy and raise public awareness;
and provide advice for technical cooperation to Governments.



Working Groups

Enforced or
Involuntary
Disappearances

Arbitrary People of

Detention African Descent




Special Rapporteurs (Individual Experts)

Freedom of
peaceful assembly
and of association

Human rights
defenders

Extrajudicial Freedom of opinion
executions and expression

Torture and other

Racism and racial cruel, inhuman or
discrimination degrading
treatment

Minority issues




OO

 Letters that Special Procedures send to
Governments and others (e.g., businesses)

 Summarizing allegations of human
rights violations

* Requesting information

What are
“communications”?

* Possible topics:
e past human rights violations
* on-going or imminent human rights
violations
* bills, laws, or policies




What is the

purpose of “communications”?

VISIBILITY REMEDIES PUBLIC AWARENESS
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draw the attention of Governments and others to alleged human rights violations;
ask that the violations be prevented, stopped,  investigated, or that remedial action be taken;
report to the Human Rights Council on communications sent and replies received, therefore raising public awareness on individual and group cases as well as legislative and policy developments they have addressed in a given period.


Process

Special Procedure
Communication
to Government

Government

Submission by

Victim/Witness

Response
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 factual description of alleged violations

What are the of human rights

* based on credible and detailed
. . information
Crlterla for * no abusive language
SU b m ISS | ons P, * not exclusively based on media reports

* not "manifestly unfounded or
politically motivated”

e submitted by individual, group, civil-
society organization, inter-
governmental entity or national human
rights body



To what issues/themes/areas is your submission related?

Please select 1to 5 issue(s) of concern to which your submission is related to in the list,
then reply to the consent question at the bottom of the screen. Once you have
confirmed consent you can continue to the next step. *

[ African Descent
[J albinism

[ arbitrary Detention
[J business

[ cultural rights

[J development

[ disability

[ disappearances
[J education

[J environment

Help and information

Submission summary

Reference: d4fory46
Type: Human rights violation

You may change the language of the
submission at any time, just click on the
appropriate language button:

English | Francais | Espafiol

Help and Information

The selection of an issue of concem is
mandatory. You may select only one or
up to five issues of concern.

Then reply to the consent part at the
bottom of the page.



Submission

type Submitter Disclosure

Victim's information - victim is a person

Personal information

First name: * Family name: *

Sex: *©
) Male O Female (O Other

Does the self-identified name/gender/identity differ from the information above?
) Yes (O No

Date of birth:

[[] Date of birth approximate?
[] Victim is a child (under 18 years of age)?

Mationality:

Choose country



Other information concerning the victim

Ethnic, religious, social or other
background: Occupation:

Other status:

[ Bisexual (J Ethnic minority [ Gay

(J Indigenous U Internally displaced [ Intersex
person

[ Lesbian CJ Migrant [ National minority

[J Older person [ People of African [ Person with disability
descent

[J Refugee / asylum [ Religious minority [ Stateless

seeker
(] Transgender (] Other

Affiliation or activity:

Choose affiliation or activity hd

Contact information of the victim

Address:

o

0/ 2000 characters max

Email: Telephone:



Affiliation or activity:

Choose affiliation or activity hd

Choose affiliation or activity

Affiliation in an organization or association

Cultural activity

Humanitarian, solidarity, human rights-related activity
Media-related activity

Other

Participation in a peaceful assembly

Political or union affiliation

o
= TaTaTa

0 /2000 characters max



Screened and sent to the relevant Special W h at h a p p e N S

Procedures

Staff may request additional information to d

. . ( . . )
Not all submissions become communications S u b m |SS | O n ?

Communications to governments are
confidential for 60 days

Check the
database:

Transmitted communications are published
in one of the three reports compiling the
communications to the Human Rights
Council each year.


https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/

United Nations A nRrciaarso

} Genel‘al Assemh‘ly Distr.: General

24 June 2020

English only

Human Rights Council

Forty-fourth session

15 June-3 July 2020

Agenda items 3.4, 7.9 and 10

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economie, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Human rights situations that require the Council’s attention

Human rights situation in Palestine and other
vecupied Arab territories

Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
forms of intolerance, follow-up to and implementation
of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action

Technieal assistance and capacity building

Communications report of Special Procedures*

Communications sent, 1 December 2019 to 29 February 2020;
Replies received, 1 February to 30 April 2020

Joint report by the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the
right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context;
the Working Group of Experts on people of African descent; the Independent Expert on the
enjoyment of human rights of persons with albinism; the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention; the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human nights in Belarus; the Working



Number of Number af

Number af communications that substantive replies Number of
COMMURICations sent received a reply during  received during the  acknowledgement replies
Name of countires during this period thix period * period** received during this period
Saudi Araba 4 3 3 0
South Sudan | 0 0 0
Spain | 1 1 0
Sn Lanka | 0 0 0
Thaland | 0 0 0
Tumsia | 1 1 0
Turkey 4 4 4 0
Ukramne | (0 0 0
United Arab Emirates | 0 0 0
United Republic of | 0 0 0
United States of 4 1 1 0
Amernca
2 1 1 0
Venezuela (Bolivarian 2 1 1 0
Republic of)
WViet Nam 2 1 1 0

Yemen 1 ] 0 ]



Date, Country,
Type and
ref. no. of

communication

24 Feb 2020
United States
of America
1AL

Usa 3/2020

30 Jan 2020
United States
of America
AL

Usa 1/2020

20 Dec 2019
United States
of America
AL

Usa 26/2019

09 Dec 2019
United States
of America
AL

Usa 25/2019

Mandates

» torture

« arbitrary
Detention

« disability
health

» privacy

« executions

« housing

» executions

Summary

Information received concerning the alleged excessive use, by authorities at the
Connecticut Department of Correction, of in-cell restraints combined with indefinite
and punitive use of prolonged isolation or solitary confinement and denial of
appropriate mental health treatment, which reportedly has severe physical and
psychological impact on at least 15 persons (see Annex 1 for the list of names)
currently or formerly incarcerated at Northern Correctional Institution and other
Connecticut correctional facilities,

Alleged victims: 15

More details...

Information received concerning the death of Mr. Christopher Allen, a dual national
of the United States of America and the United Kingdom, freelance journalist, who
was killed in South Sudan while on duty.

Alleged victims: 1

More details...

Information received concerning persons living in homelessness in the United
States.

Alleged victims: 1300000

More details...

Information received concerning allegations that the killing of 11 civilians on 11
August 2019 in Kulalgo Village, Zurmat district, Paktia Province, Afghanistan, by
Mational Directorate of Security Special Forces, locally known as Shaheen forces,
and allegedly belonging to Unit 01, occurred with the assistance of, or under the
direct command of American officials.

Alleged victims: 17

Maore details...

Replies
received

03 Mar 2020



Communications report to session 44 of the Human Rights Council, communications sent from 01 Dec 2019 to 29
Feb 2020 and their renlies received until 30 Anr 2020. Some names of individuals or other information have been

renderer

Date, Ct
Type an
ref. no.
commuli

24 Feb 2
United £
of Amer
JAL

usa 3/21

30 Jan 2
United *
of Amer
AL

Usa 1/24

20 Dec 2
United £
of Amer
AL

USA 26/!

09 Dec 2
United ¢
of Amer
AL

usa 25/)

Summary

Country: United States of America

City / Location: Connecticut
Period / Date: 2019-current

Subject: Information received concerning the alleged excessive use,
by authorities at the Connecticut Department of Correction, of in-cell
restraints combined with indefinite and punitive use of prolonged
isolation or solitary confinement and denial of appropriate mental
health treatment, which reportedly has severe physical and
psychological impact on at least 15 persons (see Annex 1 for the list of
names) currently or formerly incarcerated at Northern Correctional

Institution and other Connecticut correctional facilities.

Number of identified alleged victims: 15

First name last name age

Chaz Gulley adult
Jerome Riddick adult
Jose Jusino adult
Kenyon Pellot-Castellano adult
Kezlyn Mendez adult
Kyle Luis adult
Leighton Johnson adult
Luis Pagan adult
Peter Tarasco adult
Rasheim Lewis adult
Raudell Mercado adult
Steven Waterman adult
Treizy Lopez adult
Tyrone Spence adult
Victor Velasco adult

sex
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male
male

affiliation

No affiliation
Mo affiliation
No affiliation
No affiliation
MNo affiliation
Mo affiliation
No affiliation
MNo affiliation
MNo affiliation
Mo affiliation
No affiliation
No affiliation
Mo affiliation
Mo affiliation
No affiliation

Total number of unidentified alleged victims: -

Status or occupation Number and gender

General concerns:

Total number of alleged victims: 15

Related communications:
Previous communications:

Replies
received

" authorities at the
Abined with indefinite
r and denial of

vere physical and

the list of names)
stitution and other

&llen, a dual national 03 Mar 2020

ance journalist, who
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as Shaheen forces,
ce of, or under the



PALALS DES NATIONS « 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

Mandates of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment; the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur on the rights of
persons with disabilities; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and the Special Rapporteur on the right to
privacy

REFEREMCE:
AL USA 32020

24 February 2020
Excellency,

We have the honour to address you iIn our capacities as Special Rapporteur on
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention; Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities;
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health and Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy,
pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 34/19, 42/22, 35/6, 42/16 and 37/2.

In this connection, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s
Government information we have received concerning the alleged excessive use, by
authorities at the Connecticut Department of Correction, of in-cell restraints
combined with indefinite and punitive use of prolonged isolation or solitary
confinement and denial of appropriate mental health treatment, which reportedly
has severe physical and psychological impact on at least 15 persons (see Annex 1 for
the list of names) currently or formerly incarcerated at Northern Correctional
Institution and other Connecticut correctional facilities.

According to the information received:

The Connecticut Department of Correction (the DOC) routinely resorts to
practices of prolonged isolation and in-cell restraints for the purpose of punishing
and/or controlling inmates. The individuals named in this letter (see Annex 1)
reportedly have been subjected to unwarranted long term social and sensory
deprivation at Northern Correctional Institution (*Northern™), and many of these
individuals have been denied appropriate medical and psychosocial support such
that their mental health and well-being has deteriorated to the point where they
have engaged in desperate and self-destructive acts.

Northern Correctional Institution

Northern, operational since 1995, 1s Connecticut’s sole “supermax™ prison. Six



7. Please explain what measures are bemng implemented to ensure the

provision of reasonable accommodation to mmates with psychosocial
disabilities.

8. Please provide mformation on steps taken by your Excellency’s

Government to define a maximum term beyond which solitary
confinement would be considered prolonged and therefore banned.

9. Please provide information on the steps taken by your Excellency’s
Government to implement the recommendations and guiding principles for
all correctional systems n the January 2016 “U.S. Department of Justice

Report and Recommendations Concerming the Use of Resinctive
Housmng.™

This communication and any response received from vour Excellency’s
Government will be made public via the communications reporting website within

60 days. They will also subsequently be made available mm the usual report to be
presented to the Human Rights Council.



SUBJECT: Death of Journalist Christopher Allen in South Sudan

The continued fight against extrajudicial, summary, and arbitrary executions is an
1ssue of utmost importance to the United States. We therefore thank you for your
January 30, 2020, correspondence regarding the death on August 26, 2017, of U.S.
freelance journalist Christopher Allen in South Sudan.

The United States has a longstanding commitment to promoting the safety of
journalists. Journalists are often the first to report from the front lines of conflict
zones, to uncover corruption, and to highlight missteps by governments. This
work places many journalists in danger, and 1t 1s important for governments and
citizens worldwide to speak out for their protection and for their vital role in open
societies.

We have forwarded your communication, as requested, to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The United States remains fully engaged on this case and, since Mr.
Allen’s death in August 2017, has clearly and repeatedly stated to the government
of South Sudan its expectation for a full and credible investigation into the facts
and circumstances surrounding his death. During his visit to Juba in January 2020,
Assistant Secretary for African Affairs Tibor Nagy pressed President Kiir directly
for an update on South Sudan’s promised inquiry into the death of Christopher
Allen.

On behalf of the United States, we thank you for vour tireless efforts in addressing
your mandate. We take this opportunity to renew our support for your mandate
and the assurances of our highest consideration.



* Alleged victims WILL be named in

Conse Nt a nd communications
. . . * Allows government to
Contidentiality

investigate and respond to
specific allegations

* Very limited exceptions if concerns
with security of the alleged victims


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because communications are aimed at soliciting a response on the measures taken to stop, investigate the violations, punish those responsible and provide remedies to victims, these have to be as comprehensive, detailed and precise as possible. Therefore, communications sent to a Government or an intergovernmental organisation, a business, a military or security company, will by default include the name(s) of the alleged victim(s). However, if the victim(s) or her/his/their representatives make(s) it clear in the submission that concerns relating to the security of the alleged victim(s) exist, the experts may exceptionally decide to withhold the victims’ names from the communication. 


Consent and
Confidentiality

Q@

* Reports to the Human Rights Council
include case summaries, including
names of alleged victims

* Exceptions:
* minors
* alleged victims of sexual violence
* clear security concerns


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reports compiling communications sent and responses received are published in a report prepared for each session of the Human Rights Council. These reports contain the letters sent by the experts, including the names of the alleged victims – except alleged victims under 18 years of age or alleged victims of sexual violence, whose names are not published. If it is clear from the submission that concerns relating to the security of the alleged victim(s) exist, the report will not mention the victim(s) by name.


@,

* Special procedures REQUIRE victim consent

CO n S e nt a n d e Submission must state whether victim (or

family or representative) consents to:

CO nfl d e ﬂt | a ‘ |ty * Disclosure of name to the government

e Publication of name in the report to the
Human Rights Council

* Without consent to disclose the victim's name
to the government, the Special Procedures
typically will not take any action.
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It is extremely important that alleged victims and/or their families or representatives indicate in their submissions whether they DO or DO NOT consent that:
the names of the victims be disclosed in the communications to Governments, intergovernmental organisations, businesses, military or security companies.
the names of the victims appear in a public report to the Human rights Council.


Consent

You must check the box below to indicate you have the consent of the alleged victim to
make a submission to Special Procedures. *

O | am/we are the alleged victim(s), and l/we give my/our consent

O | am/we are the representative(s) of the alleged victim(s), and l/we have
her/his/their consent

O | am/we are member(s) of the family/ies of the alleged victim(s), and l/we
have her/his/their consent

The nature of the allegation is such that consent cannot be obtained, e.g.
(O the victim(s) is/are dead or has/have been subject to an enforced
disappearance

Before giving consent, please note that:

» The identity of alleged victims will

be included in communications with
Governments and others, such as
intergovernmental organisations,
businesses, military or security
companies. If the alleged victims or
their representatives make it clear in
the submission that concerns
relating to the security of the
alleged victims exist, the experts
may exceptionally decide to
withhold the victims™ names from
the communication

The names of alleged victims
usually appear in the public
Communications reports of the
Special Procedures - except alleged
victims under 18 years of age or
alleged victims of sexual violence,
whose names are NOT published. If
the alleged victims or their
representatives make it clear in the
submission that concerns relating to
the security of the alleged victims
exist, the names of the alleged
victims will NOT be published.



How much time does the process take?

Urgent cases = staff may take initial action within 24 hours

One month or more for the Special Procedures to prepare the communication

60 days after the communication, it becomes public

Current US administration:
37% response rate, average time 89 days


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The experts strive to act as quickly as possible on the submission of information, with attention given to the most serious and urgent cases. Cases may be taken up within 24 hours of their submission. However, it may take longer particularly when sufficient information is not available in the submission. You should provide detailed but concise information and attach key substantiating information only.��Use of the online form is highly recommended.��Due to the number of submissions received and the initial confidentiality nature of communications, it is not yet possible to provide status updates on submissions. You are therefore encouraged to regularly check the Communications Reports.


How to file a
submission

* Online form:

* 24 hours to complete after you open
a case


https://spsubmission.ohchr.org/en

What's the point?

e Every incident captured builds
bigger picture

* Creates historical record

* Forces US response (or non-
response)

* Raises awareness of violations
and of rights



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Building on the information base that the special procedures have to draw upon – helping expand the big picture view of the human rights violations occurring in different contexts, including USA
If there is a communication transmitted to USA, there is obligation to respond. Transmission is an event. Response/silence is an event. These are media opportunities, advocacy opportunities.
Actual response by government is extremely valuable. Are they acknowledging the standard on paper but not in practice? Are they repudiating those standards.

https://www.pexels.com/@kelly-lacy-1179532?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/protesters-holding-signs-4552852/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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