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The follow ng proceedi ngs were had and nade of
record, commencing at approxinmately 3:02 p.m:

(Wtness adm nistered oath and responded as
foll ows:)

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: |, Dr. Patricia
Jabbeh Wesl ey, do promse that ny testinony | have cone to
give to the TRC of Liberiais the truth and nothing but the
truth, so help ne God.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER° Pl ease be seated. Good
eveni ng.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: H.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER° And wel cone to this
public forumof the TRC. W are glad you could cone, take
off time fromyour busy schedule to share these nonments with
us. W appreciate it, because we believe the quest for
justice, the quest for peace, unity, and reconciliation in
Li beria should involve everybody. It is in our hearts and
our mnds that we can find the solution to the problens and
the conflicts that has bedeviled our | and over the [ast two
decades. So we say thanks and wel cone.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDIER: | will use this tinme now
to introduce the comm ssioners to you. Conmm ssioner Sheikh
Konneh. Pearl Brown Bull. GCerald Coleman. Dede Dol opei .

Massa Washi ngton. John Stewart. And Qunu Syl | ah.
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Can you kindly repeat your nanme for us.

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: |'mDr. Patricia
Jabbeh Wesl ey.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER: Pl ace of residence
currently?

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: | live in
Hol i daysbur g, Pennsyl vani a.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER: Date of birth, please.

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: August 7th, 1955.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: What do you do
currently, Dr. Wesley?

DR. PATRIClI A JABBEH WESLEY: |'m a Professor of
English at Penn State University. And |I'ma poet and author.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: When did you mgrate to
the U S.?

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: 1991. WMarch, 1991.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER°  Thank you for this brief
i ntroduction. You can proceed.

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: | want to begin ny
conversation by reading one poementitled "Child Sol di er"
fromny first book of poetry. 1'mgoing to read this poem
not because | want to entertain you, but because poetry has
been nmy way of finding healing. And because |I saw too many

of our children killed while | was in the war.
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"Child Sol dier.

Child of Liberia, Kahieh,

nmur dered i n Harper

whi |l e your dreanms bl ooned, afresh

at m dday.

Just before the pal mcould bl oom

bef ore the banboo shoot could spring out.
The brushfire set your branches abl aze.
The pal m branch sprang out,

but the fire threatened in the brush--
pal m nuts burning in Pl eebo

so the planting season

will bring us a great harvest.

The pal m branches caught in the brushfire.
Kernels still white, their tender shells, burning.
Gobol obo's tropics lending its young

so warriors wll reap

crops they did not plant.

Child of Liberia, Saye,

i n Buotuo, you went

wi th doubting feet

t hat swayed to the rocking that broke
t he dancers' feet.

Runni ng, orphaned early,
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Where Tapeta takes us to the Gbi forest.
Child soldier, cutting the rope

that ties us to oak branches; branches

to trunks. These oaks

wi t hout which history is |ost.

CGhapu, Liberia's green palm

you canme from Bassa, tranpling the coastline,
carryi ng adjustabl e amrunition

i n our adjustable age.

| foll owed your footprint

al ong Si noe's beaches, searching to know you.
Child soldier, called to war,

sl ashing your fathers, cutting off the root

that brings us water fromriver banks;

this root that calls the Cestos to the Atlantic.

Wenunga, child warrior,

You for whomhistory waits

so we can end our anger.

You fell and fell until all lay silent
and bare.

Dying with eyes awake.

H story will want to know.

H story will want to know.

Child of war, Kortu, ny child
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who foll owed where the road |ed

so crookedly from N nba to Cape Munt.
From Ganta to Monrovia's rocky hills,
tranpling the Mesurado swanps.

Your feet dug deep, printing

stories along Mounrovia' s hillsides.

Too early beckoned,

you foll owed too hastily

to grave nounds of dead warriors

in Firestone rubber bush.

Graveyards foll ow your footprints.
Gravestones, invisible to the passerby.
Qur war children,

who foll ow nen who have |ost all reason
Qur war

that will not yield to the

cries of newborns, abandoned.

This, nmy child, ny Kahien,

call ed by our warl ords--

our puni shment for sins past--

who canme demandi ng our sons

while we still carried themin young wonbs.
Qur sons, called by our war heroes,

bl i nded by gun dust calling
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for nore children

t hough we were quickly nade barren by battle.
Cal ling out for you, Kahien,

a sacrifice to gods who seek

more bl ood at the hand of nore bl ood.

My child, your nostrils

still full of early dawn nucus,

wetting your pants and bl eedi ng,

wetting Liberia with your bl eeding.

The adj ustabl e automatic guns, handed you
at the killing of your father.

Qur sons, our history nade adjustable

in this adjustable age where

reason | oses ground to insanity.

Chil d soldiers, our children.

Saye, Ghapu, Kahieh, Nimey, Kortu, Wenunga..."

(End of reading.)

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: | w Il continue ny
di scussion by telling you a little bit about nyself. Prior
to the 1980 coup, | was -- | went to the University of
Li beria, and graduated in 1980. | was at the University
during that age of questioning of our history. And | canme to

grad school and | taught at University of Liberia from'80 to
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'83. And cane to grad school '83, and got a Master's at

| ndi ana University in Bloom ngton, Indiana. | finished grad
school, | did ny examon a Tuesday, | was in Liberia on a
Friday, 1983, June.

| wanted to nmake a contribution to nmy country,
because | cane to grad school on a war bank fellowship.
wanted to give back to nmy country.

| went back hone and di scovered what was going on in
Liberia. 1 will not talk about those years.

And then | tried to build ny life, nmy husband and I.
We had three children by the tinme the war started. | was a
professor at the University of Liberia for ten years prior to
the war. | wanted to give to ny country.

And then the war struck. | decided not to | eave ny
country because | felt that Liberia needed everybody who
could be there to help during the war.

| Iived in Pagos Island, Congo Town, where ny husband
and I, right after grad school, built our home from scratch.
And | planted -- besides teaching at the University, |
pl anted a beautiful garden of all kinds of food in ny yard
that | could have survived living on if | had not been forced
out of ny house.

| had a hobby of raising animals. By the tine
Charl es Taylor took -- he capture Paynesville, | had 45 grown

pigs in ny backyard. | had al nbost 100 chickens. | had
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ducks. | had papaya trees. | have food in ny yard. | had a
well. | could have survived on.
| supplied neat to my neighbors. | gave the Red

Cross nine pigs at a tinme during the nonth of July when
Monrovia was at a standstill.

| fed the refugees in the St. Peter's Lutheran
Church. The Catholic Relief Organization came to ny house
regularly with the Red Cross for neat to feed -- free neat to
feed refugees. | felt | wanted to give to ny country.

Those soldiers cane regularly at night and shot up a
pig every now and then and took it secretly. There are many

t hi ngs that happened in the war.

| -- I'mwiting a menoir. | don't -- I'mnot, |I'm
not going to say the details of all the things. |'m going
to, I'"'mgoing to -- I'"'mgoing to speak fromfour things --

four points.

One of them and it's what | read about, the children
that were traumati zed by our war. Children don't know that
we are such crazy people. And so they didn't know what was
going on. Wen | went through the war, there were many
children who died out very early. And then the ol der people
died out. Okay. But today | want to speak to what | saw
happen to wonen al so. The wonen, wonen like ny nom I|ike ny
stepnrom wonen |ike nyself, like ny relatives.

| know that many wonen's stories cannot be told--the
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way they would like their stories told--by men. They'd |like
their stories told by thenselves. And | think this is an
opportunity for wonen to be heard.

And so | will talk alittle bit about what
happened -- a little bit that happened to nme, and a little
bit that happened to the wonen around ne.

But before | talk to that, | want to, | want to say

to you that I amvery proud of what you have done, that what

you are doing. | don't think I would have -- | could have
been on this commssion. | don't think that's part of ny
gift. | don't think I"'m-- 1'mcapable of hearing the horror

stories that you hear nonth after nonth, week after week,
year after year you've been hearing on this Comm ssion.

| want to say that you have three things that | want
to recommend -- | want to commend you for. One of themis
that you have a sacred, a sacred burden that you al one carry,
t he burden of hearing these stories. You have a sacred
responsibility. You have a sacred -- it's very sacred,
because | know that the nassacres and the rape stories and
all the terrible things that happened to our people, al
those stories are so sacred. They are not ordinary stories.
They are stories and larger-than-life stories. They are
sacred. That's not what is supposed to happen to people
while they are living. Those are sacred stories.

So you have the sacred burden and the sacred
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responsibility. But you also have the sacred charge to carry
those stories the way they should be taken. So |I conmend you
for that.

But this is what | saw happen to us wonen. My
husband and | lived in Congo Town, like | said. And we were
in our honme the nonth of May, we spent a lot of tinme visiting
the refugees, the Mano and G o refugees in the churches. W
did what we coul d do.

And there was a tine in July that we had to fl ee,
finally had to flee our house. On July 14th, 1990, one of
our nei ghbors, Edward King, who was Sanuel Doe's chi ef
caneranman, was a very good friend of ours, and he got closer
to us. Because on June 27th, my husband went to town on that
day of the massive denonstration in Mnrovia, June 27, 1990,
when Sanuel Doe order his troops to shoot at random and kil
anybody that denonstrating in the streets.

And they began to kill people as the denonstrators
arrived at the BTC area, and they began to shoot people, and
they killed hundreds of people that day.

My husband tried to flee. He was caught by the SATU
soldiers and he was nearly killed. And they took his car and
everything out of it, they alnost killed himon Canp Johnson
Road.

And Edward King, during those weeks, was the one who

tried to see if he could find our car. That day is a day
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that | don't want to explain the details of.

But so on July 14, when Edward King was killed in his
bed in Congo Town, everybody in ny nei ghborhood fled on the
15th of July. Because according to his wife, Sanuel Doe's
sol diers junped through his wi ndow and they cane into the
room about 4 a.m in the norning and they said, "W're going
to kill him" and they asked her to |l eave the room And she
begged and he gave them thousands and they refused and they
kill him And so our nei ghborhood evacuat ed.

The follow ng week ny husband and | -- that sane day
we fled to Congo Town sonewhere in a hiding place where ny
cousin |ived.

My first, the first tine | saw a wonman traumati zed, |
don't know what kind of woman she was, but she was com ng,
wal ki ng, and when they got to the New Defense Mnistry, Doe's
sol di ers stopped her and her four grown sons. And they took
her four sons and shot two of them W were watching from ny
cousin's gate, which was very close to that area. Cane out,
and they shot her two boys. And they were taking the other
two to the beach. | don't know the difference between
shooting the two boys on the beach and shooting two on the
street.

So she fell on the ground crying and saying, "Please
kill me, please kill nme." And they killed her, too.

We stayed in the conmpound with ny cousin until July
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26, 1990. Charles Taylor went on radio on July 26th and
decl ared hinself president of Liberia. And he naned his
cabi net when he was not even in Mnrovia, he was in
Paynesvill e yet.

And when the 5,000 people who were taken refuge at
ELWA Hospital, we heard that they had to be evacuated al
fromthe grounds of the ELWA conpound in a matter of m nutes.
"' msure you've heard those stories before.

And so ny cousin asked us to return honme because her
house wi Il soon be unsafe. She was narried to a Lebanese --
she's married to a Lebanese man, and so for a while she was
saf e.

The day we're | eaving, Sanuel Doe's soldiers stop us
up right in front of ny cousin's house. And they said they
wanted to know if we had U S. currency. And they shook up
our things. Funny thing, there was a $10 note right under
the gun. One gun pointed at ny husband, the other gun
| ooking for the noney, that was right on the ground. And I
was able to bend down and pick the noney fromunder the gun
wi t hout the soldiers seeing the $10. | don't know how t hat
happens.

But we got honme to our house. |In fact, that sane
July 26th, before we left -- going backwards, July 26th, ny
nmom was the only one living in ny house. And the soldiers

canme there that early norning, Sanuel Doe's soldiers. They
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said, "W heard you peopl e have pigs here, and you' ve been
supplying pigs to the G o and Mano people in the churches.
So we here and if we don't find pig here, we'll kill you
all."

And ny nom started crying and she said, "I'mthe only
one in ny house, ny daughter's house. There's only one
nmother pig left. The other pigs have been stolen, the others
have been taken away, but there's one nother pig and we don't
want you to shoot the pig, please.”

And they said, "W're just telling you so that if you

start crying when we kill the pig, we'll cone here and we'll
shoot you. So since you know we'll be shooting the pig, you
just be still."

So she went the way in the back and they shot the
pig. And the pig had 13 piglets and they slaughter the pig.
They were sl aughtering the pig and they went into the house,
and they said, "W need all the big tubs here so we sl aughter
the pig."

And nmy nomsaid, "I don't have any." And they
manhandl e her. And they took all the tubs and all the big
things. And then she say, "l've been starving for weeks, can
you give ne a leg of the pig." And they say, "If you open
your mouth again we'll kill you."

And they give the guts and all the parts of the --

ugly parts of the pigs to the squatter boys in the
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nei ghbor hood. And they took all our things that they could
take fromthe house and they left.

And she cane that evening and | told her not to
worry. So but we went into the refugee -- we went into
Charles Taylor's canp. And |I'mgoing to nmake things brief,
because | observe a |lot. Because |, | ama witer, so |
observe a lot and | cannot go into many details.

So we fled. W left our neighborhood on the 1st of
August. We went honme on the 29th of July to our house to see
if we could stay.

| will go backward again. On the 27th, after Sanuel
Doe -- and Charles Taylor nmade his big speech and he decl are
hi nsel f fake president and he did all he wanted to do, Sanuel
Doe got angry and decided to wage the all-out war. He bonb
ELWA. He brought the weapons to the Congo Town opposite the
Chi nese Enbassy and near Defense Mnistry, and those were his
poi nts where he shot his rockets frominto Paynesville.

We returned to our house, which is Pagos |sland,
opposite the Chinese Enbassy down the kwoi, the hill down the
valley. W went back hone. And on the 30th -- on the 29th
we went hone. On the 30th, we went to bed and we woke up on
the 31st, and we heard that Samuel Doe's troops have gone to
the St. Peter's Lutheran Church and they have nassacred
al nrost 700 refugees. The sane refugees we had been supplying

meat for.
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W were devastated. W pack. Besides that, bonbs
were landing in ny yard at that point. There were 20 rockets
in the norning passing over ny house comng from Charl es
Tayl or, 20 com ng from Sanuel Doe going to Paynesville, so we
evacuat ed.

W went into Charles Taylor's territory. And we
di scover the carnage.

On the road we saw a wonman who had her baby right in
front of my husband and nyself, and snap off her baby's
unbilical cord and drag herself to the refugee canp.

We got into so-called Charles Taylor's territory and
we saw the carnage. W wal ked anong the dead. W saw nmany
shot in front of us.

My husband was taken out of |ine many tines for
execution. W saw people who rescue us and we went into Sou
Cinic Mssion.

There were several killings that inpacted ne, besides
| osi ng several cousins, uncles, ny stepnother, nmy nother.

One of the deaths that | will talk about is the
execution of ny foster brother, Colonel T.K D xon. He was
chief of CIDfor the Sanuel Doe governnment. Col onel D xon
was ny stepnother's nephew that ny father and her raised.

She never had a child. And so that was her son. And he was
closer to nme than ny brother.

That death hurt nme a | ot because during the war,
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Sanmuel Doe was trying to kill him So he fled to ny father's
house in Paynesville. And he heard that Charles Tayl or
wanted to kill him too. So he was literally living on a bed
in ny father's house.

And one day sonebody inforned Tayl or's people, on
July 27, 1990, the day after Doe declare hinself president,
that, yeah, Taylor declare hinself president. They went and
they said, "Aren't you Col onel D xon?" And he said, "No."

And so they left and canme back that afternoon, they
brought police uniform and they forced himto dress up. And
they took himout in the field and they made ny parents watch
and t hey executed him

That was very painful for ny stepnother, who raised
me. She lived. Only one year later, she had a stroke during
one of the bonbing raids. She cried for two years. She was
a not herl ess person -- or childless person | nean. And she
di ed.

Anot her death that struck ne had to do with a
representative frommny -- chieftain fromthe Pl eebo/ Sodoke
District of Maryland County. Maybe sonebody has recorded
him but | want to record him He was a poor nman, he was not
educated. He was one of the first chances, maybe the first
tine a real Grebo person becane -- not superintendent, becane
a representative of our county. The first tine in history.

Al'l the history of Liberia fromwar and for sone years, we
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had al ways been represented by these people from Harper, who
were actually Americo-Liberians. And I don't have anything

agai nst them but when your district is never represented by
sonebody fromyour district for 140 years, that is

di scri mnati on.

My father ran in the 1970s. And they took the caucus
to N nba County during Tol bert's governnent. M/ father won
the el ection, but never becane a representative or a senator.

So that was the first person ever fromthe district
to becone to represent his own people. He was a poor nan.

He wasn't educated. But he cane to Soul Cinic one day, was
sitting in Soul dinic. | had to sleep on the floor, | had
to sleep on the bunk bed and on the floor. W had to live in
depl orabl e conditions. W didn't care, we were glad to be
alive.

Because daily we were rem nded of being alive,
because we snelled the dead every m nute of the day.

Charl es Tayl or's peopl e have nountains of dead people
in the bushes near Soul dinic Mssion. Including all over
Paynesvi l | e.

So we were happy to be alive. W had the power to
snell the dead. Ckay.

But his wife cane into the canp one day when Qi ver
Si nkeh was captured, in August of 1990. And she cane crying

into our building and she said they put himon the truck and
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t hey took himaway, maybe he will cone.

And we waited and we waited and we waited, and he was
never -- he never cane. He was the brother-in-law of ny
uncle. M/ uncle marry his sister. He was executed just for
being a representative. Ckay.

But there's another woman's story | want to renenber.
| call her dayee. | always call her dayee. | know she's
not d ayee, but we call her dayee to protect her. She was a
G o woman.

She canme into Soul Ainic -- as | talk about wonen, |
want to record her. She didn't get killed. She cane into
Soul dinic during the tine that FU was being captured. That
was in early August. And |I'mrenenbering these dates because
| wote 500 pages of what happened to ne during the war. And
" mworking on nmy nmenoir, which is now 600 pages, fromthat
menory.

She canme into the canp with two little girls. And
she has, she has cuts on her arns and scratches all over her
frombarbed wire fence. And she told her story. She was one
of the lone survivors in the Lutheran Church. This is what
she said to us. There were a hundred of us in the building
when she told her story.

She was in the church, she was in the school
conpound, actually sleeping in the classroomthe day -- the

ni ght Doe's people shot up the building. She said, "I began



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

20
TRUTH AND RECONCI LI ATI ON COW SSI ON OF LI BERI A

to hear shots."

" mtal king about her because | was one of the people
who counseled with her for a while before the rebels took her
anay.

She said they were sleeping in the church -- in the
school classroomon the floor. The whole roomwas covered
wi th human bodi es sl eeping. And then they started hearing
heavy shooting in the church and they panic. But before they
all wake up and start running, the troops canme upstairs in
the classroons and they began to open fire. So many of them
just lay flat. And they would go over them and shoot, you
know, so that if you are lying flat, you will still be
kill ed.

She said they shot and the bl ood were flying and the
flesh were flying. And finally she screaned in G ebo. She
was rai sed by Gebo people from Karl oken area of Maryl and
County. But she al so knew Mano and G o because she spoke
i ndi genous Go. And that's why she took refuge with her

people. But she knew that if she cry in Go, they wll stil

kill her. So she screaned and started speaking G ebo. And
she said, "Please don't kill ne anong these dogs tonight,
pl ease don't kill ne."

And she said suddenly the Krahn sol di ers stopped
shooting. And they said, "Wat are you doi ng anong these

dogs? W're going to kill up the whole church and you are
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anong t hen®?"

And she said, "My friend fool ne, yeah, ny friend
t here, she said we should conme here, man, that we are both
G ebo people.”

And so they told her they were going to kill
everybody, but because these -- the two of them were G ebo,
according to her, they wouldn't kill them But they had to
figure out a way.

So she said the Krahn soldiers said they needed to
sl ash her, because they needed to spill blood from everybody
that night. That was the rule.

So they slash her. And they slash her friend. And
she had two kids. And they said, "W're going to take sone
bodies and lay them around you. Lie flat, and we'll put sone
dead bodi es around you so it | ooks |ike you dead and because
all through the night there wll be inspections to nake sure
everybody is dead."

And she said they did that. And she said they told
them that, "Before daylight you should | eave, but there wll
be i nspections of the room so make sure everybody in those
buil dings were dead." And they did throughout the night.

And by dawn, she and her friend ran out with her
babies. And across the fence she said was an enbassy. And
t he anbassador's wife was in there. According to her, |

can't renmenber whether she said Spani sh Enbassy, but sone
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enbassy was behind it. And the woman there was scream ng and
saying, "Is anybody living? |s anybody living there? Junp
over the fence." And the wonman were crying and the yard boys
she hired they were crying, because she knew that hundreds of
peopl e had been kil l ed.

So she said -- after she trusted them she threw her
baby over, she threw her other baby over, and she try to get
a chair and clinb over. And that's how she survived.

We tried working with her because she coul d speak
G ebo, she trusted ne a little bit, but she was conpletely
insane. One tine she said she was going to burn down the
building. She had lost it. She was taken away by her
peopl e.

Many women cane into our building. One of themis
call her Auntie Sarah. She's related to ny nom She cane
into the building in August when they took over. She had
been tabay, she had been raped, but she wouldn't say it. And
she still has the scars on her today.

So there are many stories | will -- | cannot tell

Now, | started this story tal king about ny intention
to contribute to ny country. | wll nove away fromthis
You can see that | haven't told too many of mnmy own personal
stories. Because | ama very enotional person. |If | started
telling you ny own personal stories, | wouldn't be able to.

Because | was brought up to believe that | could be anything
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| wanted to be. M father brought nme up to give back to ny
country. | believe incivility. And | did all that I could
do. | built nyself a good |ife and all was taken fromit.

My not her died early. Because when | brought her
here, she was torn between living here with me and living in
Li beria with her other children, who were younger. And so
she returned hone after six nonths and died six years |ater
suddenly of high blood pressure that could be controlled in
normal tines.

She lived in ny house all through those other wars.

And she's always said, "I have coconut trees you planted, |
have mangoes. | even planted bread -- bread fruit in ny
yard. People cone there for that." She say, "I'm okay."

And then she died because of that.

A lot of stories | don't want to tal k about.

There was a tine that | was starving in Congo Town
after we returned hone, that we had returned honme and we were
eating pu-pu crab and all kinds of things. And we didn't

have rice that day. That was the end of 1990. So | got up

and I went to the Ghanaian port -- depot, the Ghanai an
peacekeeping -- the West African Peacekeepi ng Force office up
the hill above us in Pagos Island, opposite Chinese -- forner

Chi nese Enbassy. That's where the peacekeepi ng beds was and
there were Chanai an troops here.

When ny kids were starving and | say, "I'm going up
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there to go and beg for sone food." |nmagine me begging for
f ood.

And | went to the Ghanai an peacekeepers in Decenber
of 1990. And they canme out of the cage and | said, "My kids
have not eaten for two days since we got honme fromthe
refugee canp. Can you please give us sone rice." And the
Ghanai an sol di er broke down crying. And he said, "For all |
know, you used to be a professor and you had everything, and
now you are begging ne for rice." And he say, "I'mgoing to
get ny dinner for you." And he got alittle bit of white
cooked rice and he put it in a sandwi ch bag for my children
to eat.

One day | went out and | baked beans in oil root,
because | was starving. And | cooked, because you could find
pal mnuts. And ny whole famly ate it. And we could not
breat he because they were poi sonous beans. And we al npbst
di ed.

And | renenber the day we |left Liberia, we were
clinmbing onto the big truck, the peacekeeping force truck.
And | was the last, after | nmade everybody clinb, and | fell
off the truck and | al nost got Kkill ed.

And many tinmes when the soldiers cane at 2 o' clock in
the norning trying to get ny husband to cone out. And I
dared nmy husband to get out to neet the soldiers. | told

him "I wll watch you die here before you open that door."
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Because they wanted to take himto kill him

There are many stories | can't tal k about.

| want to conclude. In ny conclusion, | would say
that there are many things that were responsible for the war.
| sat here yesterday and | listened to Bai Gbhala. And |
don't want to accuse him And there are tines when people
| augh about what happened to us. And |'m sorry.

Li beria, the problens that caused the war had to do
with our long history of inequality, underdevel opnent for
over 140 years of underdevel opnent. |If you drove 15 mles
out of Monrovia, all you will neet is underdevel opnent, |ack
of schools, lack of hospitals, |ack of any devel opnent for
i ndi genous people in the countryside. And people live in
big -- live in big houses, ride in big cars, calling
t hensel ves governnent officials. For decades.

| read the article by Bennie Warner on the Wb, in
whi ch she says that the war was not caused by the history of
Li beria, but by greedy people. That was not the first tine
greedy people wanted to rule Liberia. G eedy people have
al ways rul ed Liberia for 140 years.

Di scrim nation agai nst indi genous people or
under educat ed people. Because sone of the indigenous people
took part in discrimnating against their own people.

The history of Liberia nust be reversed. W cannot

go to college before we | earn our history.
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So that's what | think.

Al the factions in the war, Prince Johnson, Charles
Tayl or, and Samuel Doe, were equally responsible for the evil
t hat happened to our people.

My conclusion is that it is wonderful that these
stories are comng out. But these stories should not only
come out for the sake of comng out. That those who
perpetrated, the |leaders of -- the ringleaders that
perpetrated the viol ence agai nst our people nmust answer to
t hese questions. They should be given a chance to appear
before a court of justice to answer to these charges
positively or negatively.

You cannot be accused of evil, such violence, and |et
it go. You have -- they have to answer.

Charles Taylor is being tried by Sierra Leone, not by
Li beria. W have to answer the Liberian question. W have
to allow our people to be heard. Because we have to bring
these people to trial, the ringleaders.

| thank you. And before you ask nme questions, | have
a set of books for you, for the Conmm ssion.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER°  Thank you very nuch for
the set of books, for your testinony, and for your
reconmendations to the TRC

This is atine, this is a process for shared

experiences. And we can't help but we appreciate that you
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coul d search your inner self, garner the courage to cone and
contribute in the way you did. First, by reading out a poem
whi ch speaks to the future of our country. Because our
children are the future, and if we don't understand their
plight and take care of themnow, their future wll be bl eak.
So we thank you.

Comm ssioners will ask you a couple of questions. W
are very nuch tine-pressed, Conm ssioners, please be as
direct with your questions as possible. Thank you very nuch.
Qunu.

COW SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH:  Thank you very nuch for
comng to share your experience today. Because you cone here
today to not only tal k about what's happened to you -- | say
your com ng here today was not only to tal k about your own
experi ence, but because you got Liberian heart, you share
W th us what you saw, what happened to the children, what
happened to the wonen. Thank you for that.

Now, the lady you tal k about, the survivor for the
Lut heran Church nmassacre, do you renenber her nane and the
children that were with her, her children?

DR. PATRIClI A JABBEH WESLEY: W call her d ayee.
She al so had a G ebo nane, but | cannot renenber.

COW SSI ONER OQUMJ SYLLAH:  What about her
children, do you renenber the children's nanes as well?

DR PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: No.
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COW SSI ONER OUMUJ SYLLAH: Besi des the d ayee, any
ot her name you renenber?

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: No. In the refugee
canp -- | call it refugee canp because it was a pl ace of
refuge, sone kind of refuge, and people -- people were not
trusting of everyone. So people assuned nanmes that were not
even their nanmes. And you didn't ask too many questi ons.
Especially the stories -- the story was very real, so there
was no need to even probe into people's |ives.

And she didn't stay too long. She was too
traumati zed. And she didn't stay long with us. But if you
read even ny books, | put her -- she's, | have a poem call ed,
"Elegy to the St. Peter's Church Massacre.” She's in that
poem And because those things happened and | think they
shoul d be renenbered.

Maybe ot her people that were in that place with us
w il remenber.

COW SSI ONER QUMJ SYLLAH:  Now M. Dixon, the
relative that was killed at the tinme by Tayl or people, did he
have -- he had children? Wat was his age at the tine?

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah, he had two
little boys with his wife. And his wife's nane was Ann

COW SSI ONER OUMUJ SYLLAH:  \What was his age at the
time, M. Dixon age?

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: | think he was in his
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40s. He was a well-known governnent official. He was -- he
was chief of CID. So he was well known. And he used to live
in Paynesville. He even fled fromhis house. | think they
set his house on fire.

COWM SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH:  Thank you for com ng.
And we' Il say -- | say you have ny synpathy for the death of
your relatives and other people that you saw. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Patricia, thank
you very nuch for comng and for your courage. And |I'm not
surprised, because since |I've known you, you' ve been a wonan
of conviction since the early '70s. And thank you very much
for comng here to throw sone |ight on what you saw.

| would just |like to ask just one question. And that

is, of all what you saw, can you renenber any nanes of those
who either were directly involved in the execution or
ordering the execution of people? Any nane that who may
possibly still be around today?

DR. PATRIClI A JABBEH WESLEY: (kay, | don't, |
don't -- | know one woman who wanted to kill ne, her nanme --
the only nanme she went by was Rebel Queen, Rebel Queen or Man
Sl asher they used to call her. And she was in the Sou
Cinic area. Gkay. She was a Mano wonman, with very fair
skin. And her other nane was Kaul. Okay.

And the guy -- a guy who was commander, Conmando they

used to call him for our area, part of the commander for our
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area, was a forner student of mne fromthe University. And

| cane to -- his nanme was Harrison Dahn. He was conmander of
the Soul Cinic area, bordering Paynesville, before you get a
red |ight.

| renmenber, because he cane into the canp one day and
he saw ne and he said -- and he was, you know, very nice, and
he said, "Ch, ny professor, oh, ny professor.” So he say, "I
wll come to sister in Soul place and I will give you sone
rice." Because we were starving.

So I went to where he described. And he was in his
mansion and | had to go through a gate. And before | got to
the gate | was arrested. And they said they were going to
shoot me. And they were carrying nme to shoot ne and then and
they were calling nme nanes and trying to tell nme to take off

my clothes. And, and then one other guy in another office

said -- and he was | aughing, he say, "I want to see the woman
you going to kill before you shoot her.™
And | say, "I want to see Harrison Dahn, that's

Commander Dahn, he was ny student at the University."

And they said, "Well, you will be |let go when we
finish killing you, then you can be our professor, too."

So then this other person in the other room say, "I
want to see who it is." And when he cane out, he saw ne.
And he was ny former student, too. And he said, "This is ny

professor.” And they had a big fight over ne. And he said,
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"You have to kill nme." He said, "Shoot nme. Shoot ne and | et
her go." And because he was one of them they didn't shoot
him So they let nme go.

And I went in and -- and Commander Dahn only give ne
ten cups of rice. And ny husband told ne never to go there
again if I was going to die for ten cups of rice. And so |
remenber Harrison Dahn.

COWM SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Thank you very
much.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: And there was a wonan
who canme into the canp, she was -- | think you probably heard
her nane, she was Charles Taylor's Mnister of Health. I
t hi nk you renenber.

COWM SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: (I naudi bl e.)

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah. She cane to
the canp and -- | think this is funny, she was ny friend and
she had a gun and she was in mlitary clothes. And so | went
to her and I say, "Ch, you got gun.” And the soldiers, the
rebel s pushed ne with their gun and al nost knocked nme down.
And they said, "This is the Mnister of Health that you're
trying to cone close to." And | ran for ny life because, you
know, | didn't want to die.

COW SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Thank you very
much.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Thank you very
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much, Dr. Wesley, for the courage to cone out and speak.
You' ve just shed |light on one of many puzzles and unsol ved
nmysteries of the Liberian conflict. You nentioned Edward
Ki ng, who was a photojournalist assigned at the Executive
Mansion. | knew himas well very well, since we were al
journalists, very nice man. But he had served nmany

presi dents before President Doe.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: The question
want to ask is, you just revealed that it was the sol diers,
Samuel Doe's soldiers who killed himin his bed. At the tine
we heard it was the rebels who killed him it made a | ot of
sense then, since he was -- a photograph | saw with the
presi dent.

Now when his wife told you about the circunstances
surroundi ng his death, did she say anythi ng concerni ng what
the notive was for killing hinf? Because this was a man who
covered the Executive Mansion and who was -- he was not a Go
or Mano person.

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: Well, if | -- when
that incident happened, his wife didn't stay around |ong, she
ran away fast. So we didn't have tine to sit down and talk a
| ot about it. But when it happened, the nei ghbors who were
first on his side -- the people who buried King were al so our

friends. | renenber when they were going to bury him put in
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the trunk of their car, okay.

And they -- when the people canme through the w ndow,
br oke t hrough the wi ndow to her house, according to the
i nformati on she gave, and at first we thought were rebels.
But we knew -- if it were rebels, then it nust have been sone
brave rebels. Because by that tine, Charles Tayl or had
barely taken control of Paynesville. And any rebels com ng
to Pagos Island woul d have had to pass the radio station or
go through ELWA. In that area, the Charles Taylor rebels had
not yet taken over. Those soldiers were patrolling our
island regularly. Because our island is secluded. And
there's a big swanp between us and Gardnersville. And so --
and the river also. So they were afraid that the rebels who
conme through there, so they were patrolling.

And but the soldiers had access to King because he
was their caneraman. So they had access to him So for
him-- for themto cone even to his house in the daytinme
woul dn't have been difficult.

And at that tine, King was very close to us because
he was worried about our car. He kept saying that we
woul dn't have anything to drive if we had to run away from
t he house. Well, what we all didn't know was that we're not
going to go driving away, we're going to go wal ki ng, you
know.

So he kept trying to get a car. He was up and down
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in the mansion yard. And he would cone every tinme to our
house and say, "lI'mgoing to get that car for you," you know.
And we saw the sol diers going up and down Monrovia wth our
car. And ny friends used to joke and say, "Ch, there is
Pat's car," you know, it's got, you know, guns pointed from
every w ndow, you know.

And so King, we knew, we -- we were sure, because
they had a mlitary uniform too. They were not, you know,
ordi nary clothes, fromwhat we heard as nei ghbors.

It's possible that that was not as we heard. But |
woul d think, you know, |ogically speaking, that it wouldn't
be -- I don't know why Taylor's people would cone for King.

Now, if you know at that tinme, the same reason Doe
wanted to have ny brother killed, you know, Doe was getting
rid of people he didn't trust. Al his nmen were getting rid
of people they couldn't trust, you know.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: You wer e di spl aced
at the Soul dinic with your famly?

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Mr-hmm

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: You said it was
around the period July to August?

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: From August 1 to
Novenber .

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: To Novenber 1. You
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were there?

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: | didn't see you
then, but | was there, too. | was displaced there.

DR. PATRI ClI A JABBEH WESLEY: Which dormtory were
you in?

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: When we got --
when we got there, the place was full. You know, Uncle Ral ph
Lapki ns, the guy who owns the place, was ny father's m ssion
friend, they went to school together. So he was expecting
our famly and we never cane. But when they got there, there
was no space. So we slept outside on his porch that night.
And the next day they found us a place in the village at
Ganangana's house with several other famlies.

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: Yes. | was in the
boys dormw th a hundred peopl e.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Anyway, you were
on a mssion itself. |If you can recollect, there was a
rubber bush behind the m ssion.

DR. PATRI ClI A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah, that the killer
bush.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  And there was a
river, yeah. A lot of killings took place over there. And I
was in hiding, sol didn't get a lot of information.

But can you estinmate or would you know about how many

persons di ed over there? Because the stench and the news
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kept com ng every day people were being kill ed.

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: | think they killed
t housands. | think they killed thousands. | nean, just
because you went into the canp didn't nean you woul d survive.
D d anybody tal k about M. -- the one General Jones that was
taken fromthe canp from anong us?

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  I'mtrying not to
be in your story.

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah. Yeah. Wat?

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  I'mtrying not to
be in your story.

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: Oh, okay. Thank you.
| can't renmenber. | think it's about thousands. Thousands.
Because there were people who were supposed to be executed,
and all kinds of mracl es happened.

There was a girl in nmy building called Thel ma.
Thelma had a little 1-year-old. GCkay. And Thel ma was
supposed to be executed. And they took her to the rubber
bush fromthe gate, okay. And then she begged themto give
her two requests. And one of the requests was that they wll
shoot her baby before they will shoot her

Because people will be killed and they wll |eave
their babies crawing over the dead. Right at Soul dinic.

So she said to promse her they will shoot her baby

before they will shoot her.
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Then she asked themto | et her say the 23rd Psal m
And she was naked. And she said the 23rd Psal mwhile her
baby was crying at her feet. And when she opened her eyes,
they had fled. And she | ook around, when she got to the end
t here were nobody around. And she put on her clothes and
grab her baby. And she said there was a nountain of dead
bodi es. Mount ai n.

And there were ot her people. So people who cane near
death. We know because we snelled the dead. And we were --
| lived in the boys dormthat was next door to that.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Can you, can you
remenber any of the nanes of the conmanders who were in
charge of the area at the tine?

DR. PATRI ClI A JABBEH WESLEY: Which area? In Soul
Cinic?

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: The Soul Cini c.

DR. PATRIClI A JABBEH WESLEY: | don't know.
don't know any conmmander who was in charge of Soul Cinic. |
know we were nostly listening to Uncle Ral ph.

But we also knew that if people cane around, |ike
they kill people in ny building, you know. Wen they took
the foreign nationals out, they kill a father in my buil ding.
And so | don't know -- | know one guy who was working for
Uncl e Ral ph, probably you know him too, he was the manager,

one of the managers, but he was working for the mssion. And
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his last name was Dahn I think. And he was married to a
Krahn wonman who was constantly taken away. They woul d take
her for a week at a tinme to kill her. And they would bring
her back and they would take her and they would bring her.
And |'"msure they were raping her. But one day he deci ded
that he wanted his own people to kill himinstead of taking
his wife. And | think that stop after maybe a coupl e nont hs.
So | don't know any -- any, other than the nanme | called, |
don't renmenber the real --

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: My | ast questi on.
There were many University professors who were killed during
t he war because they were University professors. There were
this interesting perspective that if they killed all the
educat ed people, the University professors and the University
students and everybody who was worki ng governnent, then they
coul d, you know, assune the positions.

So can you, do you renenber any of your coll eagues
fromthe University who were killed and maybe --

DR. PATRI ClI A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah, now you're
t ouchi ng sonet hi ng.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  -- because we are
al so charged with providing an official counting or listing
of the dead. So if you can help us, maybe not here, but
maybe later in the back you can do a listing for us if you

can renmenber, we appreciate it.
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DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: They executed ny
friend Al bert Sanweh. Al bert Sanweh was in -- Al bert Sanweh
went to CWA with me fromninth through twelfth grade. Al bert
Sanweh was ny classmate fromninth through twelfth grade. He
was a student at the University. He did agriculture. He got
a Master's in agriculture. He was teaching wwth ne at the
Uni versity. He was our friend though

And | renenber the day his w fe cane through Sou
Cinic -- his wife was a Mano wonman, she was a girl in
medi cal school, sonme of you may renenber her, | can't
remenber her nane.

COW SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Jonetta Johnson?

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah. She cane
t hrough Soul Cinic and she said "Patricia, Pat, I'mgoing to
Soul dinic, Albert has the baby with him" or sonething she
said. By that tine she was talking to ne, Al bert had already
been kil l ed.

Al bert was at Soul Cdinic with Dr. Victor Ward --

M. Victor Ward, who was anot her very good professor friend

of ours. | had lived in Fendell when | canme from grad
school, the University gave us a house in Fendell. So | knew
themvery well, knew M. Ward very well. And Al bert was in

Fendell only because he was waiting for his wife to cone.
Hs wife were hel ping at the hospital. And he was al so

hel ping M. Ward, who could barely run every tinme they took
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Fendell. And they cane and they said why he and Al bert was
still at Fendell. So they killed them

There's a Chaniain professor that was in the English
departnment. | can't renenber his name right now sitting
here. But he was really close to us, was a professor in the
English departnent. He was taken out on DuPont Road and
heard he was killed. His famly got away.

| know there are other professors, now | may not be
able to recall, that were killed

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay. Thank you
very much. And |I'm sorry.

VI CE CHAI R DEDE DOLCPEI: Thank you so nuch for
comng. And have ny synpathy, especially for the death of
your foster brother who died.

Li ke ny col | eagues say, you cane here today not to
tell your own story, because you are alive, and |like you say,
you've witten and sone of these stories are in there. But
you cane to tell the stories of those who died and are not
able to walk to conme to halls either in Mnrovia or in the
US totell their stories.

This is an act that you don't normally find anong
people. And so we want to applaud you for that. And to say
t hank you for comng to help us to docunent sone of the
t hi ngs that happened to people, who if you had not cone here

t oday, we woul dn't have known.
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Thank you so much. And we pray that God w |
continue to guide you, he will continue to bless you, and
continue to keep you in that grace, that grace of
sel fl essness. Thank you so nuch.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Thank you.
COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  Thank you for your
testinony that you have shared with us. W are deeply
grateful. As a nation of people, we have just left a
dom nion of evil, where there's been no regard for the rule
of law, where there's been no | ove and understandi ng, but
just search for resentnent, releasing the inner pains of
hi storical problens in our country. Particularly we got into
t hi s dom ni on because of our search for social economc
justice through the barrel of the gun

Now, the TRCs mssionis to see how we can lay a
path forward. And in a way, | see you as an expert w tness.
So | would like for you to please help us. Because your area
of interest which you just shared, wonen and children, is a
key concern for us al so.

So ny first question is, in your opinion, what is the
best protection nmechanismor institution for children in a
heal t hy nation?

Nunmber two, wonen's situation today is very -- has
been very deplorable during this period. So as we try to

reconcile that, I would |ike for you to share with us, should
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our reconciliation be conplete or partial, when we consider
our cultural nornms in Liberia where wonen were not treated as
equal with nen.

And | ast, you nentioned a situation where you tal ked
about your county not being represented by a true G ebo, but
by so-called Anerico-Liberian Gebo. | was wondering, did
that Americo-Liberian G ebo speak G ebo | anguage, who was
bei ng represented? Those are the three concerns | have.

DR. PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY: Ckay, | will first
speak to your |ast question, I will go backwards, and then
you can refresh ny nenory. Ckay.

| didn't say ny county had not been represented by
the -- did you say true G ebos?

COW SSI ONER CGERALD COLEMAN:  No, sonet hi ng about
a Gebo that you said.

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: | didn't say that.

COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  Ckay, |'m sorry.

DR. PATRIClI A JABBEH WESLEY: (kay. The
representation of a county is by district, isn't it. So if
your county is this big and these people live here and these
people live here and these people live here, these people
shoul d be represented by people fromhere, these people
shoul d be represented by people fromhere, these people
shoul d be represented by people from here.

But when representation is fromthe coast, when a
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person from Harper who has never lived in your district,
never lived for a day or a week in your district, runs for
of fice without even the know edge of the people in the
district, and is representative of your district and has
never seen the people, that's what |I'mtal king about. And
that's happened in Liberian history over and over. That's
why you still have it.

COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  Ckay, | understand.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: People -- a man from
Har per, the year ny father ran, he ran agai nst Sam Kaneh,
t hat had never, never, never lived in the Plibo-Sedeken
District. Plibo-Sedeken District is fromPlibo to all the
way Kui doke. And he was representative.

So this was the first tinme, not because this man,

Joseph Sanpson, cane from ny honetown, but because even if he
had conme from Kui doke, or another town, because there are
several towns within the district, it was the first tine
sonebody fromthat district was represented by people from
that -- sonebody fromthat district. That's what | neant.

COWM SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN: | under st and now.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  Then the one with --
the other one with wonen.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah, okay, now you

have to ask the question.
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COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN: | was j ust
concerned, you know, we have a situation in our culture
before the war, where about wonen inequality, | think you
know, | don't want to go into detail.

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: Yeah. Well, let ne
tell you.

COW SSI ONER CGERALD COLEMAN:  Shoul d we go back
and try to deal with that, too, or should we just reconcile
the suffering that they experienced in the 23 years?

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: | don't know how you
can go back and correct the past, except you get those wonen
that were married to their husbands for 30 years and the
husband | eft themafter they had all the children and threw
them out of their house, if you can get those nen and put
themin jail, maybe that would help. And but that's not --

COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  What about the
cul ture of polygany?

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: That's about what has
happened in our culture. But | see sone of you are | awers.
| think we can deal with the present and the future.

| think one of the things that we need to do is to
enact |laws that protect everyone, not just wonen; everyone.
Ckay.

In this country we are in a diaspora. And many

Africans don't know they're in a diaspora. | had a friend
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who was married for 30 years. And her husband decided to
divorce her. And we tried to beg himnot to do it because he
was not in Liberia, where a woman gets -- suffers all her
life and the husband kicks her out. He thought it was. And
we tal ked to him

Guess what? When they were done with him he becane
poor. Because the |aw protects people equally. [If both of
you contribute toward the hone, contribute your |ife together
for 30 years, you should split the property. And what the
woman deserves goes to her.

So in other words what |'m saying, we need to deal
with the laws today so that people get equal treatnent.

| don't believe that wonen shoul d be given

preferential treatnment over nmen. | don't believe that only
wonen suffered in the war. | believe that nost of the
victins in the war were young boys. Young boys. | believe

they need to be rehabilitated. Because if we don't have
strong nen, we don't have a strong society as well.

So we cannot spend all the resources only on wonen.
But in order to develop our country, | think we need a
nati onal philosophy. And |'ve been listening for it. |
mean, | want to cone hone. Like nost people want to go hone.
But I want to cone hone where we have a philosophy -- there
shoul d be a national philosophy that encourages our people to

take control of their life, to take control of their own
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world, to work hard.

You know, | used to cone fromteaching at the
University, get in the pigs' pen, clean the pigs' pen, go to
t he supermarket, get food for the pigs, rack it to the
m ddl e, take care of. And ny neighbors used to | augh at ne,
and they have nothing to eat.

We need a phil osophy that nekes Liberians take

possession of their country. Wrk hard and you will live
wel | .

So | don't believe that we can do it all -- you can
doit all, or the leader can do it all. | think we need to

do it together.

And one recommendation | didn't bring forward is the
Buduburam Canp. | think we need to do sonething to take the
refugees hone. And | think we need to work at it. | think
they need to go hone, but | think we need to give them an
incentive to go back hone. W are losing our citizens who
have no life in Ghana.

COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  Thank you. | guess
t hat covers the children issue al so.

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: Dr. Wesley, after
hearing your presentation and recommendations, surely the
adnonition that you gave to the TRC Conm ssion, that we
really have a sacred burden we carry after hearing these

stories and recomendati ons, even the Pl eebo era when one day
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the rule was bad, we went all over the place, surely we do
carry wwth us a sacred burden. W do carry with us a sacred
responsibility, we are aware of that. And we hope that a
sacred charge that you have placed upon us we'll be able to
i npl ement it through our final reports.

I"minterested in your recommendations, listening to
you. You called the nanmes of Charles Tayl or, Doe, and Prince
Johnson and others. And | want you to please repeat again
what recommendati on that you put forth to this Comm ssion.

And al so the recommendation | just want it to be
repeat ed about Charles Taylor is now being tried in Sierra
Leone court and what you want for himto be for Liberia,
those two recommendations. Could you please just repeat it.
Because as you say, we have sacred charge and sacred
responsibilities, so | want to really get it down for witten
on ny pad.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Thank you very much.
Charles Taylor is being tried in The Hague for human rights
abuses he conmmtted against Sierra Leone. Sierra Leonians.
Not against Liberians. So | believe that it is our
responsibility as Liberians to indict Charles Taylor. Mybe
he's not guilty. Maybe he is guilty.

If Prince Johnson is not being tried, he al so needs
to explain sone things.

Just like the | eadership of Sanmuel Doe. Those who
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were al so serving under him Because it's only civil to do
it.

Maybe they are not guilty. Maybe it's you and nysel f
who did it wong. They need a chance to explain their own
problenms. Do you understand what |'m saying? They are
presumnmed i nnocent, but they need to answer.

So maybe after all of the gathering of the facts. |
don't have any romantic expectations at this point.
believe that this process should go on until it's conpl et ed.
But after that, formng the recomendations -- part of your
recomendati ons shoul d be what happens after all of us have
stood here to tell our stories?

These peopl e need to cone and stand before the court
of justice, international court, and say | didn't do it, and
prove they didn't do it. That's what | want.

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROMWN BULL: Thank you. You
tal k about Colonel T.K Dixon, who was the chief of CD MW
m nd you just refreshed, just |ike you say, sone of these
sacred burdens. | dealt with Col onel D xon on several
occasions in the '80s up to 19 -- the early 1990, when
served as a |lawer of Gobou Law Firmin Mnrovia. So many
times we had to go to CIDwth our clients, or to get them
out or to carry clients there. So may his soul rest in
peace.

Al so, at |east we know how Professor Ward was kil l ed.
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He was ny chem stry professor at LU 1970. You've given us at
least a lot. And we'll read your books and your paper. And
|"msure those books will be placed in history anong our
hi story books for future generations and for us to read.

A teacher is always a teacher. Because the statenent
is, a teacher has the best patience, because if a student try
and fail, a good student -- teacher will continue to have the

patience until he learn. You say you want to go hone. |

urge you.
DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: | will be there in
July.
COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: | petition you to
go hone. |, too, | was here, | left to go hone 2004. And

the letter that | wote was to say to give up ny job to
contribute to the devastation and rebuilding of nmy country in
Li beria froma 14-year Cvil War.

| taught, too, nmanagenent supervision and | aw
enforcenent and crim nal evidence at a school here. And
had an opportunity to travel. | went hone. And you see |I'm
contributing ny part to history. And although the burden is
heavy, but you have adnoni shed us, and the charge we have to
keep, and surely we will with your prayers, we will continue
to succeed. Thank you.

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SHEI KH KONNEH:  Thank you, Madarm
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Wtness. For nme, ny colleagues have said all. But | think,
and you will agree with nme, that God has his own purpose for
whi ch he made you to survive. And one of the purpose --
pur poses was for you to cone here today to give us these
revel ations. Though are painful, but it contributes a lot to
the end objective of the TRC

So we want to thank you for comng. And say have our
synpathy for your famly, relatives and friends that got
killed in the war.

We'll continue to pray to God and thank him for
meki ng you to be anong the survivors. Thank you very nuch

DR. PATRI Cl A JABBEH WESLEY: Thank you very much.
| hope when | cone to Liberia in July | can see you.

COW SSI ONER SHEI KH KONNEH:  Hopef ul |y.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDIER:. W are confident this
will not be your last interaction of the Comm ssion. W know
that you still do have a ot to contribute. Your testinony
was brief. There are elenments of it you expect to appear in
your nenoir, but we appreciate what you had to offer.

| think nmy coll eagues have spoken so well of our
i npressions and satisfaction with what you have contri but ed.
You said a lot in terns of recomendati ons we've taken note
of. And I'"'mconfident they will be taken into consideration
when we concl ude our worKk.

|s there anything else? O you think you said enough
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al ready?

DR. PATRICI A JABBEH WESLEY: Well, | wll conclude
and say that everybody has a gift. Everybody. And everybody
has their strength. And sonetines | hear people who say |
shoul d go back to Liberia and make ny contribution. And
say | made ny contribution. Wen there was no sal ary, |
worked at the University of Liberia. And | taught thousands
of students for ten years. And | put nmy witing on hold for
years. And | felt that -- | said | taught African literature
for years. There's no literature anong African literature
fromLiberia. And when | neet Africans, they |augh that we
didn't produce a significant witer from Liberia.

And | decided that comng to this country, | wll use
that opportunity to put Liberia on the map of African
literature and war literature.

And | felt that was ny contribution for this tinme.
And I'mvery glad to say that today people are studying
Liberian literature. Witing chapters about Liberia, about
the poetry. Trying to find a way neans to say Gbol obo, what
it means, people are doing dissertation in Liberia.

| feel that everybody has a gift. And when they see
t hat opportunity, they should use it.

|"mnot saying |'mperfect. And |I'mnot an
admnistrator. If | went to Liberia, you make ne mnister, |

will go to work, get ny laptop, and wite ny poetry right in
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your office. So everybody has a gift.

But

teach literature.

in July.
So

52

|"mcomng to Liberia in July for research and to

| will be comng hone and |

" mgoing to Ghana to teach poetry, too

wi |l be |ooking for

you. Thank you. Ckay, | got ny card here, thank you. So

but |I'mvery honored by all of you.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER°  Thank you very nuch.

DR PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY:

And say hi to al

friends in the governnent. All of themare in the

gover nnent .

ny

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDIER:  You're comng in July?

DR PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY:

Yeah.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:  They will be there.

DR PATRI CI A JABBEH WESLEY:

(Appl ause.)

(End of testinony.)

Thank you.
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