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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had and nade of
record, commencing at approximately 11:15 a. m:

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:  Shall we kindly rise.

(AI'l rise.)

(Marie Vah adm nistered oath and responded as
foll ows:)

MARI E VAH: |, Marie Lahai Vah, do prom se that ny
testinony | have cone to give to the TRC of Liberia is the
truth and nothing but the truth, so help ne CGod.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER Pl ease be seated. W
want to say good afternoon.

MARI E VAH: Good afternoon.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: And wel cone to the TRC
publ i c heari ngs.

MARI E VAH.  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDIER:  This is a forum
establ i shed for support of the governnent of Liberia and
international community to give Liberians an opportunity to
reflect on their past, in the hope that we can | earn | essons
fromthe m stakes of the past and find a way forward for
| asting peace and reconciliation of our country.

And your comng today to share with us is a great
contribution to that process. And we appreciate it very
much.

| will introduce the panel of comm ssioners to you,
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after which we'll ask you prelimnary questions and then you
can go into your testinony.
Shei kh Kaf unba Konneh. Pearl Brown Bull. Cerald

Col eman. Dede Dol opei. Massa Washington. John Stewart.
And |I'm Jerone Verdier. W say wel cone.

MARI E VAH.  Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: To begin with, can you
ki ndly repeat your nane.

MARIE VAHE' M nane is Marie Lahai Vah.

CHAI RVAN JEROME VERDI ER: Where do you reside
currently?

MARIE VAH: | live in Brooklyn Center, M nnesota.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: Your age, please,
your --

MARI E VAH. M/ what ?

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: Your age or date of
birth?

MARIE VAHE' M age, |I'm50 years old. | was born
1958, January 24t h.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER Your vocation?

MARI E VAH: Cone agai n?

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: Cccupation, what you do
for a living.

MARI E VAH: Presently I'ma nursing assistant.

But back honme | was a senior secretary at the National Bank



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

TRUTH AND RECONCI LI ATI ON COW SSI ON OF LI BERI A

of Li beri a.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: Seni or secretary?

MARI E VAH  Yup.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: At t he?

MARI E VAH: National Bank of Liberia.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER National Bank. Wen did
you mgrate to the U S. ?

MARI E VAH:  June 5th, 1995.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER  Ckay, ma'am thank you
very much. You can proceed now with your testinony.

MARIE VAH:  Well, I'mglad to be a part of this
day today. But just before | talk about it, I would
appreciate if 1'mgiven a chance to tal k about the goodness
of God, too, because but for his grace | would not have been
here today.

So I"'mgoing to read fromthe Book of Acts, Chapter
4:12: "Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is
no ot her nane under heaven gi ven anong nen whereby we nust be
saved. "

And it was by that nane that | got saved.

I n Novenber the 23rd afternoon, at about 2 or 3:30, I
reentered Liberia fromthe Bo Waterside, Liberial/Sierra Leone
border, because it was announced a nonth before or two that
there was a cease-fire and that shooting and killing has

subsi ded because either ECOMOG or there was sonme negotiation
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bet ween Li beria and the international war and there was a
cease-fire.

Believing there was a cease-fire, | decided to take
the opportunity to go into Liberia fromthe Sierra Leone side
to see if |I could get nmy nother out of Bom Hills, where
was born

And as soon as | crossed the Bo Waterside, | got into
the hands of the rebel then. And they ask a few questi ons.
And | told themI| had cone fromlvory Coast, but | had flew
into Sierra Leone wwth the hope of entering, reentering
Li beria for ny nomand the rest of ny siblings. And they
asked me which flight I cane, | went -- | flewinto Sierra
Leone on. And | told themthe CGhana Airways.

And the first thing that canme out of those people
mout h were, "Those were the war plane that was bunping us and
t hese peopl e are reconnai ssance.”

Effective imediately, | was stripped buck naked,
tied, and throwmn into a pickup. They nanaged to give ne ny
bra and put ny pants back on ne.

| was not alone. | had a girlfriend who lives in
Phi | adel phia now, she was with me. She was going for her son
in Cape Mount, and so we decided to get into Liberia. And we
stayed at Bo Waterside until 6 o' clock. They were waiting
for one Colonel Dixon. | don't remenber his first nane, but

| know they said they was waiting for Col onel Di xon. He was
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t he commander then in that area.

Finally D xon cones. And they put us out of wherever
jail they had us confirmng. And then he went in alittle
hut and he started interrogating us, "Wiy did you reenter
Li beria?" And | stated why we enter Liberia, like | just
sai d.

And he said, "Well, why did you leave in the first
pl ace?" It was like there was no ending to any -- there was

no end to any answer for any question.

If you say "I was born a Liberian," he would ask "Wy
were you born a Liberian?" |[If you say "I was born in Bom
Hlls," "Why were you born in" -- and so there was no renedy

to any investigation at that tine.

And so | heard a little old lady trying to -- she
was, | saw her trying to make her fire, but there was no fire
bet ween the rocks. But apparently she had heard who | was,
because | got connection with Cape Mount and Bom Hills,
that's a famly thing there. And apparently ny nane had
travel ed that | had been arrested. And then she --
apparently she knew | was taken in |ight because | knew I was
innocent. Little did | know everybody that was getting
killed in Liberia, soneone they were not Krahn, they were not
G ebo, they were not Mandingo, but were just getting randomy
killed. But you have to be in that position to know that's

what was happeni ng.
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And then she tried to light the fire and the only
thing | noticed, she was trying to put things together but
she wasn't doing anything rmuch, the only thing | heard from
her was, "And Vah, be careful, this man only kills wonen."

And | turned. And she repeated, but | thought that
she was, you know. "Be careful, he only noted for killing
wonen." And | got serious and | cane fromher. | didn't
notice her again.

And | look at ny girlfriend. And then this Col onel
D xon was interrupted with sonebody whi spering and then
peopl e woul d conme and whi sper to him whether to give him
nore information or not, that | don't know. And | turned to
her and | said, "W are in danger."” | said, "Because that
old lady just said that this man only kills wonen."

So he put us in the car and they drove us all night
until we got to Bom Hills from Bo Waterside.

But in Klay, a Ghana girl was picked up fromKl ay,
tied and stripped naked too. And then they brought her
l[ittle nulatto son and threw himinto the car -- or in the
pi ckup then. And a few other of their nenbers female were
there were not tied. | think they had three female that were
in the car who were part of themwho were not tied. So it
was ne, it was GQoria, and this Giana girl that were tied.
And the baby was just thrown into the car.

And when we got into Bom Hills about m dnight,
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there's a little hill that you call Koneh, that was where |
was born and grew up. And we stopped in Koneh, but it was
bl ack dark. But | grewup in this place so | knowit even
after dark. And they told us to get down. W got down out
of the car.

W went to a very beautiful little house, whose house
| don't renenber. And then they started investigation all

over again: Wy did we enter, and bl ah, blah, blah. And we

started the sanme old explanation: "l canme to get ny nom |
was born here, my nomis a nurse here, | got ny siblings
here,” and the long line of story. But they still refused to
accept it. "lI'mtelling you, the whole town knows ne. | can
wal k you to where | live, | can walk you to where | was

going." That was nothing, they didn't want to hear that.
That was absol utely not what they wanted to hear.
And then | notice they left ne and went to Gori a.

She expl ai ned her story. And then they went to this Ghana

girl. And then they started nobbing her. By that tine | was
nunb. | knew | was going to die. And they beat her and nob
her. But it did enough until | thought she was dead, so

consol e nysel f.

And then they took the gun, the sharpness of the gun,
and they ramit in her. Wen they ramit -- I'msorry, but |
cane to say it like it is. And they ramit in her.

And I"'mlike, "CGod, I know by now you have taken her
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life so there's nothing down there that she's feeling." But
to ny surprise, she managed to |ift her armup to try to take

that gun out of her. And | collapse, know ng that she was

still alive and she was feeling that gun being ramred in her.
And | kind of didn't know what to do. |I'msorry for

this part being enotional. And | nove ny face. And then one

of the nen |look at ne and said -- | think he felt guilty and

he said, "Yes, they did it to our wonen and I'm going to do
it to her."

But | didn't say a word. But | start -- | was
praying real hard. And when they took the gun butt out of
her, | heard one of the wonen in the back saying, "You better
throw that thing far from here, because when you peopl e throw
it away around here, it snells when you | eave." A Liberian.
"You better throw that thing far fromhere, because when you
people throw it around here and you |leave, it snells."

And then the little boy was tw sted by his head, with
his feet elevated fromthe ground. And he and his nother was
thrown away |i ke a garbage.

And | waited for my turn. And God stopped it. And
took us to prison instead. It was God. | was not better
than the Ghana girl and her baby, but it was just God's
intervention. Put us in the car and they drove us to the
police station.

And then they finally took the pants off us now And
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then they tie us again. And they throw us into prison for
i nvestigation tonorrow norning.

Usual ly fromwhat | notice or fromwhat | wtness,
when you are tied and you sleep in tabay, you don't | eave.

So at about 12 m dnight, we were nunb. W could yell no nore
because our arns were not feeling anything anynore.

And then the original people who arrested us went
their separate way and |l eft us to the provost to sit for the
jail. 1 learned all of that while | was in prison, provost.

And he canme from across the street and he said,

"Where those two wonen?" That's the statenent he use. And

heard and I'mlike, "Goria, they're asking for us." And she
say, "Wiat nore do they want?" | said, "Well, you know, we're
not leaving. W're just death here. |It's just a matter of
time."

And he order us out. And he said, "Wite your
statenment." So that was an opportunity to be | ocose for a
little while. And they |loose us. And | wote endl ess ness,
just to stay frombeing tied. | just kept witing, kept
witing, kept witing.

And then he said to ne, "It's alnost 1 o'clock, are
you still witing your statenent? | gotta go hone." And
then I"'mlike, he's about to tie us again. That was going to
be the second round of tie into the raw flesh. This -- by

then this flesh has opened and it has been divided |ike a
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bridge. There was no blood. Al the tine | was tied, | did
not see bl ood.

And I"'mlike, this man's going to tie ne if | don't
keep witing. But then by the grace of God again, he said,
"Put "emin prison and tonorrow norning tie -- retie them™

And they return us right in prison and we slept on
the floor. And | sawa tire and | lay ny head on the car
tire. There was a car tire in there. And | lay ny head on
that tire for a pillowon the raw floor with naked butt then.

And by that tinme, just about the next norning 6
o' clock, a lady canme and she put that rope right back into ny
flesh, put it right back into ny flesh. And | asked her,
"Can you change the spot?" And she said, "No, if | change
the spot they will know you did not sleep in tabay, so |I have
to put it back in the raw flesh."

And that's where it went. And she put it in there.
And she pull it and I yell. And of course, after hours of
yelling, | had to stop yelling because ny arm becane nunb.

And then at about 11 o'clock, another man naned
Richard canme. | don't know who he was, but | think he was
anot her commander. This tinme we haven't seen Dixon or got a
D xon investigation when we went to the police station,
haven't seen Di xon after that.

So there was a new investigator that cane this

nmor ni ng, his name was Richard. And he said, "Were are the
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wonen?" And they brought us up when we're tied. Because
they had retied us about 6 o' clock that norning.

And he said to us, he said, "Are these the people
that slept in tabay? Provost? You joking with nme? You
think I don't know when | tie people and | eave that they're
not supposed to be alive?"

And the provost is like trenbling. He was an old
little man. And all along | kept praying. And then he said,
"Untie them" And they untie us. And he said, "Wat do you
want? Wy did you cone into Liberia?"

And I'mlike, this is a Liberian asking me why did
conme into Liberia. And | explained the story for the third
or fourth tine. And he said, "Well, |I'mgoing to have you
taken to Aiver."

| f any Liberians here, as |I'm sure, know the nane
Aiver. Because the commander then in the whole, the whole
district fromDo River -- is that Do River or Do Bridge? Al
the way down. Mano River, you nane it, he was the conmander
there. diver.

And he said, "Well, we'll get diver to see you
people.” And they put us back in jail tied again. This is
the fourth round of tying. O course, you know |l didn't have
any feelings now | was just waiting.

And when | | ook, my nenstruation grabbed on ne, | got

messed up conpletely. |'msorry about that, but | cane and |
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swear to God | was going to say the truth. And this is the
truth. Not because | want to cram peopl e down, but there has
to be sonething done in Liberia about us living in peace.

And about 1 or 2 o'clock they open the prison

conpound and they said, "The comrander wants to see you

people.” | was naked by then and | was bl eeding, | was
menstruating by then, I'msorry. | amsorry. And then
comng out, as dirty out as | was, and they yell, "Ch, she's
nasty." But | didn't care.

And it's alnost walk a distance fromhere to the
begi nning of the junction was where the Aiver has put sone
chairs and was sitting before sone stools. In Bom Hlls we
have Lebanese that built stools. And all these stools were
cl osed by then because Lebanese have ran way or the Syrians

have gone. And they have four or five chairs and was

supposed to be walking to the tribunal. And soneone then
said, "Put themin car.” "No, | cannot put this nasty wonan
innmy car." And that's howthey carry on. Until the Richard

canme and said, "Get in the car. Let's nake the execution
easier and faster." Was the statenment he made. And they put
us in the car.

And as soon as we got before Aiver, he said, "Wy
did you bring this woman to ne like this? Find her clothes."”
Apparently that saved ne, too.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Anen.
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MARI E VAH:  And they rushing for nme clothes
because he didn't want to see ne bl eeding, so he found ne
clothes right away and wap it around ne.

And then he started his investigation: "Wy did you
conme?" The sane old explanation: "I cane to get ny nom out
of here, ny siblings. My nomis a nurse, yes, she works in
the hospital fromLNMC to Bom -- for to Gornm Hospital, and
| was born here.” And the long story.

By that tine the entire town had gathered. And
everybody who kind of knew ne woul d wal k away. Because by
ni ght you have heard they have arrested me. And by norning
they cane to make sure it was ne. | would | ook at people,
they would walk away. | was dare not to say hello to
anybody. And they would dare not to say hello to ne, too.

And then a little boy cane near ne and says, "Sister
Marie, are you ashaned?" And to be brave, for that little
boy to stand up and say, "Are you ashaned,” and | turned to
himand | said, "No, I"'mnot." He said, "Don't be." And he
wal k away.

And then Aiver put his hand in his pocket and he
t ook out 20 Liberian dollars. And he said, "Take themto the
drugstore and dress this sore and bring themto ny house."
And then he was living pretty close to the nursing conpound
all the way near the hospital.

l"msorry, I'mjust trying to be exactly. There are
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a lot of people who don't know what |'mtal king about, but |
hope there are people who know what | am descri bi ng.

And they drove us down to the drugstore. And this
man started, you know, trying to see what he could do. And
then one of the guys say, "You're wasting too nany tinme with
t hese people. You want to go get a body (inaudible) and
throw them and get an injection?"

He said, "No, they send 'emhere to be taken care of,

| have to do the right thing." He said, "But you' re wasting

tinme." And he went and sat down back in his car.
And the man in the drugstore say, "I'mjust trying to
kill time, Marie, I'mjust trying to kill time. But it's a

matter of tinme before you people die. Wen they strip people
naked, you are condemed."

He say, "I have hope when you are not naked. But
when they strip people naked, that nmean you are condemed.
So I'mjust wasting tine, just a matter -- I'mjust killing
time here.”

And | said, "Ckay, go ahead, do what you can do."
And just about that tinme the boy canme again. "diver say you
shoul d bring these people to his house.” And then Richard
said, "I will bring them |If | wanted to kill them!| would
have killed themlast night. So let he stop hurrying ne or
else I"'mgoing to kill them here."

And he put us in the car, he drove us all the way to
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Aiver's house. And we got there, diver investigated us
again. That was his, that was his second investigation. And
then he told them "Take them back to the prison conpound and
| will take themto CGhanky. Take them back to the prison
conmpound, | take themto Ghanky."

And they started argui ng whet her we should wal k from
nur si ng conpound all the way to Vaitown, or whether we should
take the car. And then they -- finally they decided to put
us in acar. And they drove us to the police station and
they put us in there. And they didn't tie. But by then, ny
armcouldn't stretch anynore, Goria' s armcouldn't stretch.
If we stretch our arm we're going to be stretching the
openi ng, so we gotta keep the opening. So we had it al
along while in prison and as it heal by itself.

And we stay in jail for three nonths. It was a daily
i nvestigati on whether to execute us or not. And people
trying to cone into us wll be threatened, and sone of them
will be thrown in jail, sone of themthey will be beaten, and
peopl e stop com ng.

But God was good, he kept us alive.

And then on ny birthday, | decided, "Father, if |I'm
going to be executed, I'd rather die sick in this prison
because ny God, | don't want God to hate ne."

And that night this strong headache took ne. And I

knew, | thought | was going to die. But it lasted for a
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while and then it stop. And then I knew God was good to ne,

| wasn't going to die. |It's just a matter of tinme when he
w il cone.

Well, to make long matter short, there was a friend,
like | told you, I grewup in Bom Hlls, who would cone

every night and tell nme, "Marie, they had a neeting today.
And the argunent was not easy, whether to kill you people or
not." And this person would say, "Well, we are cheati ng.
Al'l the people on reconnai ssance were killed. Wy are we
keepi ng these two wonen alive?" And the argunent woul d be,
and | said, "Because ny God was always in our investigation."

And then one day the Aiver who had killed so nuch,
until Charles Taylor sent a nessage to himand told himthe
next tinme he killed anybody, he hinself will be killed ,cane
to us and say, "lI'mtaking you over to Charles Taylor." On,
my God. How can | |leave Bom Hlls to Gbarnga, when Mnrovia
was underneath other control.

| didn't even believe that. | thought they was going
to kill us and throw us in the bush. But anyway, there was
not hi ng we coul d do.

So that night they got us ready and they put us on a
truck. This time the commander on the truck was Conmander
Mul bah. | really don't know his first nanme, but | know his
| ast nane. A nice-|ooking, huge young man who woul d not say

one or two words to you.
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And they put us in his truck and we started traveling
fromBom Hlls to Cape Mount. And | don't know the route,
but | knew | passed through Lofa, Fassama. And when we got
into the high forest of the Fassama, they stop. And he got
down and started shooting in the air. And I'mlike, "G oria,
this is it." But again he got back in the truck and he pul
off. And we got in Gharnga 4 o' clock that norning.

To make long matters short, while | was in prison we
got raped with the spoons -- spoons were used on us and you
name it.

And there was a governnent official, M. Holnes, he
was a superintendent for a long tine in Liberia -- in Bom
Hlls, and then he becane senator of Bom Territory. He was
brought into prison one night while we were there with his
shoes stuffed in his nouth and tied. And he stayed in that
tabay. But he was a strong nan. He slept in that tabay and
| " mwondering today why he's still alive. And the next
nmorning they took it off. | think his arm he still got his
armthis way right now Presently he can't bring it down.

And | -- we would have to zip his pants up to pee, we
have to feed himin prison, help himup in prison. Hol nes.
Most of the time he would tell ne, "Marie, | have to
urinate." | would zip himdown -- so | started doing the
nursing assistant job fromhone in prison. And | would show

the cup that he would pee in and | tried to call sonebody to
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zip his pants up. | would feed himin prison.

And then one night, they managed to smuggl e hi m out
of there. Well, just before -- just after they snuggle him
Christmas cane and they said they had to execute two people
for the invasion, because that was in Decenber 24th, before
they dare to enter into the Ivory Coast for this war. And
they are still surviving, so they had to initiate or they had
to sacrifice two people. And the only two people they could
sacrifice were the two condemmed wonen.

And so one of the boys in the prison conpound cane
and said, "Marie, the people want to kill you tonight. This
time we can't fight it." He said, "But we're going to use
t he best techni ques we know how. And if it doesn't work,
well, I will tell your nmom whenever | saw her that you die."
He said, "We're going to |lock the prison conpound, we're
going to cut all the candles off and all the lights and we're
going to abandon the jail house. |[If they cone and they cannot
command anybody to open it, then maybe you people wll
survive. But if they shoot it open, then | know what happen
to you."

And they left at about 12 mdnight. They cut the
lights off and they left. And of course, before we continue,
| heard One Man One, that was his nanme, | don't know his rea
name. He cane, he said, "Wiere are the prison guys? Open

the door, let's get the condemmed people out, we gotta nake a
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sacrifice for our invasion. W can't let this day pass.

This is the - a voice of our invasion. W have to kill

people. And we're not killing anybody but these condemmed
people. This tine we're not having neeting. |'m com ng
back. "

He went. And he cane back about 2 o'clock, he came
back on the hour. And | don't know where his boys were but,
you know, they kept away. And by the grace of God, because
not hi ng stopped him from shooting the jail house open, he
could have shot it |ocks open. But he didn't. And | stil
say the grace of God.

And in the norning he cane, first thing in the
nmorning and he said -- | hate to use the words but |I'm going
to be precise, he said, "Oh, these butthol e people | eave."
And he left.

And then the boys cane back to their job. And we
pray -- | pray for them because |I thought that we had got
themin trouble. But it didn't. And then our transfer cane.

Qur transfer cane, but we, we had two pastors join us
in prison. A Methodist pastor, he's in Cncinnati now, and |
think an Evangelist, he's also in Gncinnati. They join us
in prison. So we have about four condemmed people on
reconnai ssance.

Gttens and Ml ley, those are the two nanes. Gttens

is the mnister, the Methodist mnister. And the Evangeli st
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was Ml | ey.

And so they put us in the truck and they drove us
t hrough Fassama, |like | said, and we got to Gbarnga finally 4
o'clock in the norning. And then the commander got out of
the car, he took sone noney out of his pocket and he cal
whoever was in charge of the Goarnga prison. And he give him
sonme noney and say, "l brought these people to Charles
Taylor. So you take care of themuntil Charles Tayl or sees
them" Those were his statenent.

And he got in his truck and he left. And we sat
outside for alittle while. And then the boy cane, his nane
was Jay, and he said, "You know, I'mnot going to play with
reconnai ssance people before they kill nme, I'll put you, al
of youin jail."

And he open a slot. That place was so sliny and
messy from pee and poop, | don't know how t he ot her people
were surviving there.

We got in there, I'mlike, okay. And | net two
Ni gerians, they were journalists. They had been there for
don't know how many nonths. They were all bones. But the
assigns sewed themup. And we started praying

And | said, "How did you get in Liberia?" He said,
"We are journalists.” |I'mthen, "Doesn't the international
worl d know that you're here?" That was ny questi on anyway.

And we stayed there. And the next norning they open
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the prison and let the wonen out and |let the nen stay in.
And they put us in alot of little cage. Better than the
ones we slept in last night. And | started praying.

Vll, blessings left for us. Pastor Gttens had
married one of Charles Tayl or cousins out. She was a nenber
of his church. And I think the news had travel ed, because he

was a pastor in Gbarnga, too. So that was blessing for us.

And his brother cane and said, "Emmanuel, | thought
you were in Anerica." He said, "I cane to get ny little boy
fromBandela village." What is the nane of Bandela vill age?

COWM SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Mende Town.

MARI E VAH.  Huh?

COWM SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Mende Town.

MARI E VAH: Mende Town, that's where his son was.
He said, "But as soon as | cross borders | was arrested,
because | have canera in ny hand." So he say, "I'mgoing to
Agnes Taylor now."™ And that's how he went to Agnes Tayl or
and got Agnes Tayl or.

And she cane and she said -- call Emmanuel out, and
she call the two of themout, said, "What you doi ng?" Then
she noticed the Evangeli st have been to prison before. And
she said, "Wiat are you doing here again?' He said, "This
time | canme to escort ny pastor.” Because the first tine he
went to jail he was trying to distribute food at borders and

he got arrested and Agnes free him
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Now she sees himin jail again, she says -- so she
said, "I"'mfreeing you. This time you keep away fromthe
soil of Liberia." She say, "I prom se you that."

And they were about to | eave and then the m nister
said, "W have two sisters here that are with us that have
been in prison that we nmet in prison.” And Agnes said to
him "Tell nme their story.” And Pastor Gttens said, "They
can tell you their own story."

So she conmmanded themto let us out. And they |let us

out and we both told our stories. And she turned around and

she said, "If we kill everybody, who are going to rule when
we take over." Those were her statenent.

And she say, "I"'mgoing to |l et you go, anywhere you
want to go." And they nade us paper -- pass. And she give

us our noney and told us to go.

And Enmanuel Gttens, they say he nust |eave Liberia
that night. | had told himl wasn't traveling with him |
don't blanme him though, because he wanted out. But | knew
it wasn't safe along the Danané way, so | wasn't venturing.

So he went. Just about the tinme for himto enter
Danané, he got rearrested, too. They had to bring them al
the way back Gbarnga. He said, "Well, Marie, you were
right." | said, "Mr-hmm | know, sonetines |'m w ong but
sonetinmes I'mright,"” and we | augh about it.

But we went to Dr. Kulah's house. W there for four
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days. And | sensed there was going to be danger. So | told
Goria, "W gotta |leave and we gotta go to a known pl ace.”
Goria wn't believe ne, because she's tired of running. And
we didn't even tell Doc we were |eaving, we just up and got
inthe car. And | went to school in Bedehville and so | know
a |lot of people in Kakata.

So one of these schoolmate of mne were driving a
white van, he net ne up, he say, "Marie, where you going?" |
say, "lI'mactually finding ny way to Monrovia, but stop ne in
Kakat a. "

But I wasn't going Mnrovia, | just didn't want to
tell himwhere | was goi ng, because you never trust anybody
at that tine.

So he drop us to Kakata packing station from Gbarnga.
And then Goria said, "Let's take off, we go on our way to
Bom ," to her people. And | said, "No, we're not going to
take car fromhere, we're going to walk." W're trying -- |
trying to be security-m nded.

And we wal k and we found our way to Bom's packing
and we got in the car and that how we went to Bom's. And we
found ourself in a strange hone, we couldn't stay -- we
actually stay at her parent house for two days. And then
Deacon Nuveh, that's lady -- |ady husband, Deacon Nuveh, sent
a nessage to Goria's father and said, "Wiere is Joria and

Marie?" He said | was in Goarnga up the hill, "And | heard
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that Charles Tayl or and Agnes Tayl or maki ng confusion for
themto be rearrested, so if Goria and Marie is in Bong
M nes, you need to let "emfind another place to go."

So then they had to find sonewhere else for us to
hide. The statenent he gave to Qoria's father was, "Charles
Tayl or said these people are on reconnai ssance, they brought
them over for themto be executed. | heard that you took
authority and went and free them And | want them
rearrested.”

And she said, "Go and find themyourself." That's
the statenent -- that's the answer she gave to her husband,
her then husband.

And then they hid us. And then this norning ny

girlfriend cane to packing station |ooking for car to see if

we can get out of Bong Mnes and out of Liberia. |If we get
out of Liberia and Bong Mnes safely, fine. If we don't,
we're just taking the risk. [If we don't, fine. But nothing

i ke making attenpt to safety.

And t hen she phoned Dorothy Harvey. And she told
Dorothy, "Marie and Joria is here wth ne.”" And Dorothy
say, "I'mon ny way to Gbarnga, bring themand |l et ne take
t hem out of Liberia now "

So she put us on her Little Bessie she called that
old truck. And as soon as we got in Gbarnga, the car refused

to nove. Apparently she wanted to stay there a little while.
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You know, she was trying to help us, but at the sane tine
trying to be with her famly.

So she found sonewhere and kept us there for four
days. And | kept worrying, | was not at ease. But doria
were confortable. And then one day Dorothy cane and say, "I
gotta get you out of here today." She said, "Because Joe
Tate had nentioned that Qoria did not cone on
reconnai ssance, but Marie cane on reconnai ssance because she
has connection with the Mandi ngo people, so it's true that
she came on reconnai ssance.” So | gotta get her out of here
t oday.

And | overheard it. And then that night they put us
on a car. And she got in the front and they drove us out of
Goarnga, out of Liberia, and we enter into Danané safely.

And that is ny condensed story. Kind of condense it.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: Thank you very nuch,
madam wi t ness. And pl ease accept our enpathy with you for
the terrible experiences you went through

It is true that during the conflict people Iike you
suffered grave cruelty, humliation, and all sorts of
degrading treatnent. W admre your courage to cone forward
and speak as you have spoken.

Pl ease understand you are speaking for thousands
ot her wonmen who went through simlar degradi ng experiences

during the course of our conflict.
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Today, there is a very serious canpaign to break the
sil ence around vi ol ence agai nst wonen, whether during the
conflict, in our honmes, or at the work site. And you've
taken a step forward to support that great novenent.

W are sorry that these things happened to our
sisters, our nothers. Fromstatistics gathered by the UN
al nrost 98 percent of wonen who were in Liberia during the
period of the conflict suffered one formof abuse or another,
irrespective of age, irrespective of religion, irrespective
of convictions, irrespective of ethnicity. As if it was a
massi ve novenent to degrade the wonen of Liberia.

But we are immensely grateful that you could join
others to conme and share these experiences with us. Wich in
SO many ways contribute to the work we' ve been charged to
execute. So | say thank you. And | presune that's your
husband?

MARI E VAH:  Mr- hnm

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: Yeah, | think |I know
M. Vah one way or another. | want to say thank you for
comng to give her the support. In all of our travels around
the country, we've heard of different scenarios where sone
men refused to support their spouses. Ohers will give
support, others wll run away, others would take revenge, and
all of that.

But as you said, God only knows why all of us are
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still alive. Not that we are better than those who have
gone, but he has his own purpose. So thanks for com ng.

We'll ask you a couple of questions, maybe to throw
further |light on what you have said or just to clarify, so
that we have a conplete record of what happened.

Conmi ssi oner Konneh is |leaving to honor religious
obligations. | hope you understand.

MARI E VAH.  Yeah, | do.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:  Yeah, he wanted to hear
your testinony before |leaving. So thank you.

COW SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH:  Thank you very nuch,
Madamr Wtness, for comng to share experience with us today.
And we're just sorry for what happened to you. And thank
you, too, for taking the first step to speak. Because what
you' re doing now is speaking for thousands of all those wonen
who were unable to conme today because of what's happened to
them either because they are not -- they are no | onger
alive, or they don't have the opportunity.

And you tal ked about a | ady, a Ghanai an | ady that was
killed, and her child. Do you renenber the nane of the |ady

and the chil d?

MARIE VAH: | net her that day when | got
arrested. And she died the sane day, so -- and there was no
communi cation. | was worried about when | would die and how

| would die. She was worried about hers. And so there was
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no time for introduction. But we only net on the van to
deat h.

| renmenber a few ot her people who died in prison, you
know, their nanes, were nobbed and --

COWM SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH: Ckay, then you tal ked
about the journalists you net in Gbarnga in the prison, two
Ni gerian journalists?

MARI E VAH:  Yeah.

COWM SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH:  What happened to thenf

MARIE VAH: Well, we left themthere. W net them
there and left themthere.

COW SSI ONER QUMJ SYLLAH:  And you said while in
Gbarnga, Agnes Taylor, the wife of Taylor at the tine, was
the one that were able to rel ease you from prison

MARI E VAH.  Mr- hnm

COW SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH:  What node did you neet
Agnes Tayl or in? Because there were runors that Agnes Tayl or
participated. D d you see her in any uniformor?

MARI E VAH. Wl |, when she cane to prison that day
to rel ease us, she was dressed in fatigue. She was dressed
in fatigue fromtop to bottom

COWM SSI ONER OQUMJ SYLLAH:  And the lady that tied
you -- one of the fighter, a lady who tie you in the norning
and said that they had to tie you to the sane place again

because if they don't do that it neans that you didn't sleep
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in the tabay. What's her nanme agai n?

MARI E VAH: Don't know her nane.

COW SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH:  Thank you again for
comng. And we'll say sorry. Thank you for taking the
courage to cone out. Because until we can speak about the
ills in society, it will always continue to happen. Thank
you for com ng.

COVWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Good af ternoon --
is it nmorning or afternoon? Whatever. Thanks for com ng
again. And let nme join ny coll eagues in extending our sorrow
for what you' ve been through.

| have just a few short questions for you. You
referred to one -- is it Sanuel Varney you were referring to?

MARI E VAH.  No, diver Varney.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: A i ver Var ney.

MARI E VAH: Sanuel Varney was Prince Johnson. |
never seen him but Aiver. | guess they are rel ated.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay, so diver --

MARI E VAH:  diver Varney.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  d i ver Varney was
the one. GCkay. And you also nentioned Sam Di xon?

MARI E VAH:  Yeah.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: And One Man One.
D d you hear or see at any tinme whether Zigzag Marzah and

al so Byree, were they with that group in that area?
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MARI E VAH: \What are the nanmes again?

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Zi gzag Mar zah.

MARIE VAH: | don't think I know that, |'ve never
-- 1 don't think I've heard that nane.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: They were al so
active in our area at one point.

MARI E VAH: They were in our area, too?

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay. What about
Byree? You ever heard people say or?

MARI E VAH:  Byree?

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Yeah.

MARIE VAH:  No. Well, from-- | actually went to
prison right fromthe car.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: When you started
your testinony, you nentioned the date. Can you pl ease
repeat it for me? | didn't get the year.

MARI E VAH: | said Novenber 23rd about 2 to 3
o' clock in the afternoon.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Wi ch year was
t hat ?

MARIE VAH: That's why | said the first
cease-fire. But the year | don't renenber. The first, the
very first cease-fire.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Ckay. And besi des

Aiver Varney and Sam D xon, whose nanme you renenber, do you
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remenber the nanes of any of the other, any of the other
torturers?

MARI E VAH. There was Ml bah, the one that drove
us to Gbharnga.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Do you know hi s
full name?

MARIE VAHL Oh, God, | don't. | don't renenber
his full nane.

There was anot her assistant to Aiver, Mya or M zzi
or sonething, but | don't renmenber his nane, Mya or
sonething. He was the assistant to Aiver. But we barely
saw him We would just see that he was in a neeting with
them but he would not come to -- he was not a kind that cane
-- that conme to the jail house and stuff l|ike that, you know.
And | guess he was one of those who was pushi ng our
execution. And | don't know for what reason, God's grace,
Aiver, who was notorious in killing, was the one that was
stopping it. So that has to be a mracle from God.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay. Do you
know, besides diver Varney who was the commander, do you
know i f he had any other person in the rebel group higher
than himat the tinme?

MARI E VAH: Cone agai n?

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: A i ver Var ney.

MARI E VAH:  Mr- hnm
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COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Do you know i f he
had any ot her rebel boss, sonmeone who was hi gher than hinf

MARIE VAH: No, diver was the highest then. In
that whole area. | think Mya was next to him The nane is
M ya.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: M ya?

MARI E VAH:  Yeah, but I've forgotten his first
nane. |If we go into history, |I'msure that we get his nane
out.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Gkay. And t hese
were all rebels of the NPFL?

MARI E VAH:  Sure.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: At that tinme do
you know who -- which rebel group shared the border with them
bet ween?

MARI E VAH:  No, there was no sharing of border.
Only NPFL was there at the tine.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: And ECOMOG was i n
t he Monrovia area?

MARI E VAH: ECOMOG had not reached Bo Wt erside at
the tinme we arrested. ECOMOG had not even crossed Do -- why
| call it Do? Po River. Sorry, | keep tal king about Do.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Who shared the
border -- who shared the border with Po R ver and the NPFL?

MARI E VAH: ECOMOG was at Po R ver for Monrovia.
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So NPFL from Po R ver, all the way beyond -- extended to Bo
Wat ersi de and Lofa, you nane it. The two, the two -- of the
two, like the two Sierra Leone borders.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  So by then there
was no --

MARI E VAH. Al so Foya, Foya and -- yeah, they were
all under diver.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  So t here was no
ULI MO yet by then?

MARI E VAH: Not yet, nope, absolutely no.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: All right. Since
your ordeal, were you able to get proper nedical attention
and al so psychol ogical help for the extrene traunma you went
t hr ough?

MARI E VAH: | got proper nedical attention and
psychol ogi cal help fromthis book (indicating). And it's
carried me through; the Bible.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay. M | ast
question. M last question: Wat wll be your expectation
of this TRC process?

MARI E VAH: Thank you very nmuch. 1've |long waited
for this question.

| don't expect you to work mracle. But | do expect
you to try harder as you're trying. Not to just cone and

make nme nmake a nockery of nyself and tell the people | was
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juked with spoon. And | saw womans nobbed. And | saw Varney
mob. And | saw Sierra Leone. Just to nane these people who
supposed to be resting in peace, this little boy who was
nmobbed with his foot elevated, a 4-year-old.

But if we just try to go to other countries that have
been in Cvil War before and ask them how t hey' re keeping
their peace, fromus hear every day that this pastor was
kill ed because sonebody tried to trick him it's going to
hel p us.

Because | may be well right now because I'mnot in
t he environnent that happened to nme, so I'mnot into -- |I'm
not being placed into that nenory | ane.

But there are other people who are still walking the
face of the disaster, they're still in the sane vill ages,
they're still seeing the areas their parents were kill ed,
they're still seeing the areas their brothers were killed.
And they live in the day to day with hardship even added to
it.

| f the Liberian people that God has placed Liberia
into their hand could just use the Bible, use others' exanple
totry to stop. |'mnot accusing anybody, |I'mnot, God knows
that. Wiether we believe it or not, sone wars are ordai ned
fromGod fromthe things we do or not, we don't know. But we
need to | earn from ot her people experience to bring Liberia

back to where she bel ongs.
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The things we used to do before would not hel p us.

You know who am 1. Corruption is not going to stop the boys
fromkilling. They're going to remain in poverty and
continue to kill us. W got to do everything we can by

| earni ng from nei ghboring countries and show. N geria was in
war; she may not be perfect now, but she's getting there.
Ghana was in war; she may not be perfect now, but she's
getting there.

I f we put our pride down and go to these people and
ask them and see their exanples and try to deal with Liberia
the best way we can. If it nean iron hand, we have to do it
to stop the atrocity, to stop the corruption, to stop the
manhandl i ng of people. That will help. That wll help.
Then we know Li beria goi ng sonmewhere.

They predicted that we're going to be 150 years back
fromour war. Woever predicted, they know thensel ves and
we're trying to prove it by living it.

W got to prove themwong. The other African
countries went through this and they proved them wong. W
can't keep acting |like babies as Liberians. W cannot
continue to be babies. W gotta get up and fight for
ourselves. W gotta do what it takes.

During the war we live in total breakdown of |aw and
order. The war is over; we can't continue to live in

br eakdown of | aw and order.
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COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Thank you,

Ms. Vah.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI @  Mari e.

MARI E VAH:  Yeah, M.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI: Thank you so nuch
for comng. As you -- as you were talking, | really felt for

you. Because all of the duty to your nother, you decided to
come into your own country to take your nother away, and only
to -- to be put through a whole | ot of things.

| saw nyself in that same situation when | was being
tortured at one tinme and ny husband was right there and he
couldn't say a word. And so when you say your whole village
t hat even knew you, Conneh in Kakata is so small that knew
you, knew your nother, and all of themcouldn't even say a
word in your defense, because we all had a fear of the guns
hangi ng over us. And so for that reason, so many tines | saw
alittle boy around my own hone kick an ol der man, just about
7 or 8 years old, and | asked ny husband, "But why should
this happen? Wiy we can't take this gun fromthis little
boy? Because he's a snall boy. Wy should he do that?" But
we coul dn't do anything because he had a gun. And not
t hi nking as an adult, he would have shot us for nothing.

And so | just want to say -- | don't have any
gquestions to ask you, but | just want to say sorry for what

happened to you, through no fault of yours.
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MARI E VAH.  Thank you.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI: And that | thank
God that you had the strength to believe in his grace.

MARI E VAH  Yes.

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI:  And to know t hat
you are sitting here today because his grace took you
t hr ough.

MARI E VAH: By his grace, yeah.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI: And al so to know
t hat even though you' ve taught us that you don't expect
anyt hi ng, you' ve done a great deal. Because you gave for us
to peopl e who things happened to: The Ghanaian girl, her
son, the Nigerians, all of those people you net and who
t hi ngs happened to. Today you've told the Liberian people
what happened to them And we know sone of the things that
happened during the war, through no fault of ours.

So | want to say thank you for comng. And may you
continue to use God as that nedical and person for
everything, for all your needs.

MARI E VAH:  Yeah, mm hmm

VI CE CHAlI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI: And may he
continue to bless you and gui de you.

MARIE VAH:  Yes, | promise he wll.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI: Thank you so nuch

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: Mari e.
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MARI E VAH.  Yeah.

COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  Originally | had not
pl anned to say anything, because your story is too close to
things that | experienced.

MARI E VAH: | know.

COW SSI ONER GERALD COLEMAN:  But all 1 can say is
that believe that God's tine is comng in this century and
everything will change.

MARI E VAH:  Anen. Anen.

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: Marie. Wat
happened to your nother, the subject of your journey that
took you to Liberia?

MARI E VAH. She, she was taken away by -- she
wal k, she wal ked the sanme par -- she had to | eave. Wen your
famly is arrested for treason, you got to, you got to, you
got to hide. M brother was in Kakata, he didn't know, he
found his way to Bom . As soon as he got there that night
they told him "You gotta | eave, your sister is in prison."
He said, "No, she's in Sierra Leone." He said, "She's in
prison? How did she get from Sierra Leone to prison?" So,
she had to wal k to Kakata fromBom Hlls.

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: Is she still
alive?

MARI E VAH.  She i s.

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: \VWere is she?
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MARI E VAH. She was here for seven years, she left
sonetine | ast year.

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: What's your nother

name?
MARI E VAH: Eli zabet h Lahai
COW SSI ONER PEARL BROMWN BULL: Elizabeth Lahai.
| wll say your recommendations, | appreciate it, by us, and

will forma cogent part of our records. Thanks for giving us
food for thought.

Your statenment plays a piece of the puzzle of our
such history. Sone of the nanmes you called, like diver and
the rest, are nanes that we heard throughout the 15 -- 14
counties of Liberia that we visited, the political
subdi vi sions. Sone of the nanes that you ve nentioned |ike
Dorothy, doria, Dorothy who hel ped 3 oria, Deacon -- Hol nes,
he's dead now.

MARI E VAH:  Mr- hnm

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROMWN BULL: Deacon Nuveh, |
call hi m Deacon because | knew themwell, they are Bapti st
people, M. Gttens, are nanes that will go down in history,
because we have these things audi otaped, and as we're
speaki ng, even on the Internet. So they, too, will know that
soneone appreci ated what they did, and that sonewhere people
have attitude of gratitude, and not everyone is ingrateful or

ungr at ef ul .
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You called the nane of Agnes Tayl or, and you
confirmed that's the first tine that she was in uniform 1|ike
a soldier. But also the manner in which you portray her, for
this wonman, she could be like Esther in that great book that
you carry with you to | ead you. Because as a wonan, she save
you.

MARI E VAH:  Mr- hnm

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: As a Liberian, she
came to your rescue, when she was anong the conpany of the
so-cal l ed | eaders consi dered the King.

So history at this point will renmenber and docunent
t hat .

The CGhana girl with her child, her parents will never
know whet her she's alive.

MARI E VAH.  Yeah, never know.

COWM SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: But you' ve pl aced
it, and now perhaps a relative or so will hear that, since
they haven't heard from her, she has not abandoned them But
we wi Il docunent her, too, as soneone who died during the
period of the war.

You can't renenber their death, but you renenber
Novenber 23rd. And we'll take judicial notice of the
hi storical period.

Thank you for participating in the TRC process.

Thank God for making it possible for us to cone to the
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Di aspora. Because many people -- you did not participate in
the war, but you suffered as a result of the war. Thank you
for being a part of history.

MARI E VAH:  You're wel cone. And thank you, too,
for having ne.

COWM SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Marie, thank you
very nmuch for comng. As you narrated the story, very
difficult to hold back our enotions, since we're all humans
and we have our enotions as well.

You in your testinony threw light, provided sonme
insight on the fate of those two Nigerian journalists, whose
fate up until today has not been known.

It was known that they were taken by the NPFL,
because they were at the N gerian Enbassy when the crisis --
or when the fighting hit Monrovia. And it was known that
they were taken by the NPFL. But nothing further was ever
heard of them

And to hear that they were in prison, starving, and
to | earn that human beings |i ke those who were running those
centers were there under such subhuman conditions.
Fortunately for you and your friend, you were able to get
out. But just imagine that the | eadership of the NPFL knew
t hat people were being kept under subhuman conditions and
permtted that to happen is sonmething that, in ny opinion,

can never be excused.
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Again, | nust comrend you for your courage to conme
out to speak and speak to the hearts of the world to unfold a
pi cture that perhaps we never knew existed prior to your
com ng here. Thank you for your courage. And | hope you
have the strength to carry through. Thank you very nuch.

MARI E VAH: By the grace of God.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER By cal ling, you kept
saying the nane Sam Di xon. D d you --

MARI E VAH:  No, | just said D xon.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:  Just said D xon?

MARI E VAH: Maybe his nane was Sam but | just
know Col onel Di xon.

CHAI RMVAN JEROMVE VERDI ER: But the nane Bobby
doesn't ring a bell or resonate?

MARI E VAH.  Maybe. But, you know, they addressed
themthrough their titles and the last nane. And | didn't
have a chance to |leave into the community with them So
can't place the first nanme to them Maybe |I've heard Bobby
or Sam or whatever the situation is. | know Colonel D xon is
t he nane.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDIER  Ckay. | just want to
take you fromwhat Conm ssioner Stewart said to establish
that the little that we can contribute to this process is
inportant. Some people think their stories or their

experiences don't mean nuch. Yet here you are, you were in
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prison, you saw those two N gerian journalists. And the
i ssue of those journalists was made very popul ar when the
Journalists Association of Nigeria sued President Tayl or when
he was in Nigeria to account for those two journalists. You
know, and nobody knew what happened, just stories. But your
testi nony has thrown sone light; that they spent tine in jail
and perhaps they starved or sonething |like that. So their
fam lies, wherever they are, when this is released wll
under stand how we got sone information. And those are sone
of the things that people are |ooking forward to. That's why
we encourage everybody to cone in. W are i mensely grateful
that you took your tinme to come and share with us.

| s there anything el se?

MARI E VAH:  Yeah, in conclusion, |I'mhappy you

gave ne this opportunity. You may not be able to do sone
t hings, you may be able to do, but it's just a reconmendati on
and a plea toward the Liberian people and the governnent for
whi ch you represent here today, that the Anerican people did
come to our aid when there was -- when God's tine is the
best, |ike we always say, when the fact it was tinme. And
they did what they thought was right.

But I want us as Liberians to know that a | ot of us
that cane over to Anerica on repatriation cane raw. | want
to break the English word down; raw. Some of us canme from

being child soldiers straight to Arerica. Sone of us cane
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from being wives of nen our father ages. The pregnancy, the
t eenage pregnancy and sleeping with little girls in the war
was so popular. And our famly over here tried to bring us
over to safety. So we cane with those nentality.

Today our Liberian kids are lingering in prison. And
until we do something about it, let us all know those are
part of war, too. That they cane with no know edge, they
came with no understanding that they were comng to a totally
different land with law and order. They cane with a
mentality of no | aw and order, because they grew up in a
country with no law and order. Wen the war started, sone
kids were 4 years old. They grewinto the war. And they
knew not hing but war. And they were repatriated over to
Arerica with the notion, the idea of war.

Today, they exhibit those sane attitudes, and they
are lingering in prison.

| would plead with the Liberian governnent to do
what ever it can to do sonething about the youth in prison,
the Liberian youth in prison. They are not held responsible
to be guilty of crines. Sonme of themare true guilt, but
others are our fault, as elders who led theminto war and
made them grow up in war and know not hing but war. So we
cannot sit suprenely and let "emdie, while we were at fault
only because we were fighting for one thing: Power, position

and greed.
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Today our nation will not know anythi ng because of
that. | want to thank you. And God bless you. And have a
safe trip back. And may God help you to carry on his work in
Li beri a.
CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: Thank you very nuch.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

(End of testinony.)
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