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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had and nade of
record, conmencing at approximtely 9:22 a.m:

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER°  Good norning, |adies and
gentlemen. W say welcone to the fifth day of the TRC
Di aspora hearings here in M nnesot a.

To begin this norning, | ask all of us to please
stand and observe a few nonents of silence. Thank you.

(AI'l stand in silence.)

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER°  Thank you very nuch.

Pl ease remain standing and let's adm ni ster the oath.

(GCath adm nistered to Matta Adotey, who responded
as follows:)

M ATTA ADOTEY: |, Matta Adotey, do prom se that
my testinony | have cone to give to the TRC of Liberia is the
truth and nothing but the truth, so help ne CGod.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER: Pl ease be seat ed.

(GCath admnistered to Interpreter, who responded
as follows:)

THE | NTERPRETER: |, D. Nal on Kaine, do prom se
that the interpretation | have cone to do on behalf of Mrie
[sic] Adotey, will be done to the best of ny ability, so help
me Cod.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDIER W'l | say good norni ng.

M ATTA ADOTEY: Good nor ni ng.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: W are very gl ad that
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you have decided to cone and talk to the TRC

M ATTA ADOTEY: Ckay.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDIER:  This is a forum where we
sit down and di scuss about what happened in Liberia, so we
can know what went wong and then we can find a way to
correct the wong so we cannot have war in our country again.

M ATTA ADOTEY: We all know what happened in
Li beria. But since you are here to hear from ne about what
happened, I'mwlling to tell you what happened.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: Thank you very nuch.

M. Interpreter, we appreciate that you could cone to do the
interpretation.

THE | NTERPRETER: Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: And we just want to
request that through the interpretation, you kindly speak in
the first person. Ckay. That would be, speak as if you are
her and not "she say" or "she said" and sonething |like that.

Ckay, we'll take this tinme and introduce the
comm ssioners to you so that you can get to know us, because
you W ll be interacting with us over the next few m nutes.

Shei kh Kaf unba Konneh. Pearl Brown Bull. Cerald
Col eman. Dede Dol opei. John Stewart. Qunmu Syllah. And ny
nane is Jerone Verdier

So to begin with, we'll ask you a few questions

before you give your testinony. Please tell us your nane.
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M ATTA ADOTEY: MW nanme is Matta Adotey.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER:  Can you tell us your age
or date of birth?

M ATTA ADOTEY: | don't know the year.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: But can you renenber the
president that was in office when you knew yoursel f?

M ATTA ADOTEY:. Yes.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER: Pl ease tell wus.

M ATTA ADOTEY: Fromthe tinme | was born, the
president | met in the chair who was the president is
Presi dent Tubman.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: When you were born,
Presi dent Tubman was in the chair? O, when President Tubnman
canme to the chair you were a young girl?

M ATTA ADOTEY: He was -- he was the president.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER: Wien she was born? O
he was the first president she got to know?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Fromthe tine | was born up to

five years, it's President Tubman that was, that was the

presi dent.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: Where do you live in the
Uus?

M ATTA ADOTEY: |In M nnesot a.

CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: When did you cone to the
Uus?
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M ATTA ADOTEY: The year 2005.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER° Do you do any work in
the U . S. now?

M ATTA ADOTEY: No, |'m not.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER Ckay, thank you very
much. You can tell us your story now

M ATTA ADOTEY: \Wat happened to nme during the war
fromthe time | was little, that was ny first tinme seeing
war. Lot of things happened to ne. | forgot about al nost
ever yt hi ng.

What is in nmy heart is, ny son was taken to becone a
driver. He was not a driver, he was just a nechanic. Wen
we heard about the war com ng towards us, one day the son was
sick. They close all the hospitals. And he told ne he was
taking his son to Kakata to take himto the hospital. He
| eft the house on Saturday. And went to Kakat a.

When he left and went to Kakata, the next day car
could not cone back to Sal al ah, but at Salalah a lay. He was
there for five days.

We | eft our houses and went to the farm On the
sixth day, I saw himwith his wwfe. And | saw two soldiers
behind them | asked, "Wy are you bringing sol dier behind
you?" And he said, "I was arrested because |I'mthe nechanic
intown here. So |l wll be with themfixing their vehicles."

So he was pointed out by others within the town, who
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say he was a nechani c.

They cane to our -- the soldiers cane to our house
and there they were. The first soldier that was in our house
was called Sid. | asked Sid, | asked Sid and said, "My son
is not a driver, he's a nmechanic, so don't be behind for car
busi ness. "

Sid heard ne. Sid did not get in vehicle. Sid was
with us for eight nonths. There was no probl em between us
and Sid.

| left then at the house and went to Batala, where ny
father was sick. | left the house on Monday, and Saturday |
got the news that he was killed.

| said, "What happened he was killed?" | send ny
husband to go and find him He wal ked five days in the bush
to reach Salalah. At that time ny father was sick.

Wien he got there, the boy was already killed. He
asked, "I left ny son here, what happened he was kill ed?"

So the conmmander was the one that sent himto lvory
Coast for themto go and purchase goods. The conmander nane
was Tako. He send himto Ivory Coast to go and buy things
and bring it.

Wil e on their way, approaching the border in N nba,
they had accident on the hill. The car could not clinb the
hill, so he started to reverse. So the car cane back down

the hill and had accident. And two persons -- two persons
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br ot hers di ed.

He was arrested and taken to the gate in prison.

They send

peopl e die. Baki

him and kill him

message to Tako. Message was that the

was brave, he went to the gate,

the driver you sent had an acci dent and

And said, "Wiy did you kill nmy w fe?"

arrested

Those that were at the gate were all mad about it.

When he returned he said, "If | see any relative of Baki

Wl

kill him"

Sid was in the house while they were mad about it.

Sid said, "I have not heard that (inaudible) have accident

and he was killed for that."

And he replied, Sid,

"This -- your power is not here, this is ny power."

find out what happened.
child and the not her.
to wal k.

VWhile there with Ben,

Tako,

|'ve seen a driver

If a driver

So | heard the news and ny husband went to go and

My husband went and brought the

The son was with ne until he start

The boy say he wanted to cone to see the nom

he had chi cken pox and he die.

sayi ng,

ed

So | decided | was -- | was going to Salalah to see

so he can kill ne al so. Because this the first tine

have accident and they kill the driver

has acci dent and he die during the accident,

woul d not go and arrest the car owner and kill them

hi m

So | went

told him

t hey

and net with Tako. People introduce ne to

"The person you kill ed,

the driver you



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

TRUTH AND RECONCI LI ATI ON COW SSI ON OF LI BERI A

killed the other day, | amthe nom" | started to cry. |
said, "Tako, I"'mhere for you to kill me so | can go with ny
son. Because this the only son | had. He did not take gun
to go and kill. He was not up already in the vehicle and
kill sonmebody. Car has the power. So if it crash and kill
sonebody, it's no reason for you to kill ny son.™

So that is what. And | think about ny son, it hurts
me, it has nade ne sick up to today's date.

A lot of things happened to ne during the war, but
that's the main one that is bothering ne.

| had lot of things in the house. | had sink,
bought sink. | wanted to build a house. | had dishes. MW
daughter send nme noney. But they took everything.

So all what happened to ne, it was Tako, because he
killed ny son. That's what happened to ne during the war.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: W say thank you for
taking up your tinme to cone and share this experience with
t he TRC.

It's true what you said that |ot of things happened
during the war. And many of the things that happened, other
people or we in Liberia nmay never know what happened.
Because the pain and the suffering we went through is in our
heart, and only us know about it. That's why they organized
the TRC, so we can go around and know what happened to

people. And that way we share your griefs, we share your



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

TRUTH AND RECONCI LI ATI ON COW SSI ON OF LI BERI A

pains, and all of that, so that you know that the whole
country, all of us, are review ng what you're going through.

Al'l of us were in Liberia and plenty things happened
to us, but we -- the way it affect us is different, everybody
experi ence them becones different.

So we say thank you. And we say you have our
synpat hy for what happened to you.

You | ost your son and then you | ost your grandchil d.
And all happened for nothing because of the war and sonebody
had gun to take advantage of another person.

So the way you have cone to the TRC, what you're
doing to be strong to conme, you're not doing it just for
yoursel f, but you're doing it for thousands ot her nothers who
also lost their children but they can't talk. So by com ng,
you' Il be helping the country to find a way to nake sure that
we have peace, and those things that happened woul d never
happen agai n.

So you have nade a very inportant contribution to
peace and reconciliation in Liberia.

So once nore, we say sorry. And then we'll ask you
some questions so that we can understand and know nore about
what happened.

Can you tell us your son's full nane.

M ATTA ADOTEY: M son nanme was Baki Kromah.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER: Do you know his age at
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the tinme he died?

M ATTA ADOTEY: M daughter m ght be able to help
us.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:  Can you tell us?

DAUGHTER OF WTNESS: He was 26 | think

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER° Do you know t he year he
were born, his birth date?

DAUGHTER OF WTNESS: On, | can't renenber.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:  You can't renenber the
birth date? He was ol der than you?

DAUGHTER OF WTNESS: No, I'molder than him And
| wasn't present when he was born, so.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: (Ckay, but you estimate
around 267

DAUGHTER OF W TNESS:  Yes.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: Mama, can you tell us
what year this thing happened?

M ATTA ADOTEY: It happened 1990.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER  Wiat part of Liberia did
it happen in 19907?

M ATTA ADOTEY: | was in Salalah with ny husband.

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER:  Sal al ah, that's Bong
County, right?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Yes, it was Bong County.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER° Do you know which of the
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warring faction Tako bel ongs to?

M ATTA ADOTEY: He was fighting for Charles
Tayl or.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER  Lastly, you know t he
full name of Tako?

M ATTA ADOTEY: The nane | know is | heard people
cal l i ng hi m Davi d.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDIER: So it shoul d be David
Tako. One last thing. Can you describe hin? |Is he tall?
Short? Bright or dark-skinned?

M ATTA ADOTEY: He was bright, huge and bri ght,
tall

CHAI RMAN JEROME VERDI ER: (Ckay, thank you. And we
say sorry again. Sheikh.

COW SSI ONER SHEI KH KONNEH:  Madamr wi t ness, good
nmorning. | want to say sorry for the brutal killing of your
son. You know, as people cone before us and give their
stories, we continue to see how sensel ess was this war.

How can one ask a person to do a job that he does not
know? And how an accident -- punishnment for accident can be
execution? So we can understand never nore.

For we know it is painful to conceive a pregnancy,
bore it for nine nonths, took the delivery pain, see such
child grow up, becane nan. At a tinme that you' re supposed to

be benefiting fromthe child, sonebody just cone and take
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away from you

So it's painful for a parent that prayed to get a
child, and for that child to succeed them and becone the
heir, to see that child precede in them

So we can't ask you a question to find out whether
this Tako may stay alive, and if alive, whether you ever see
him because you're away in Arerica. But up to your
departure, did you see hinf

M ATTA ADOTEY: They are all frightened when it
conme. After certain tine they leave. So they all left and
went where they had to go.

COW SSI ONER SHEI KH KONNEH: Wl |, you and nysel f
may not know where he is, but God knows where he is. |
believe that if he is alive, God will expose him W know
your child is not the only one -- was not the only one that
he did such act to. So thank you for com ng, and have our
synpat hy.

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: Ma M atta,
(speaki ng in non-English).

As a nother, you will never forget boy man Kronmah,
your son. Liberia will never forget boy man Kronmah, a son of
Li beria who die in war. That's why we ask for his nane and
his age. Because we're supposed to wite down the nanme of
everybody who die in the war. And they will be renenbered in

the history. Like our chairman said, you sit there and you
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talk, you're talking for all the nothers who lost their
children. And thank you for all the thousands of nothers.
You are chosen to cone to speak for themin Anerica, ya.

So you're not alone. And thank you for giving the
opportunity. | sit down here too, | lost ny son in the war
to killing. So when we hear, we understand what you're
tal ki ng about. EE-shaw.

M ATTA ADOTEY: EE-shaw.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI: Ma M atta, thank
you for comng. Today you cone here to give voice to your
son, to Baki. And you also cone to give voice to your
grandson. And all the plenty thing that happened to you
during the war, you cone here to prove that God is alive in
your |ife, and that he nade you to survive to conme here today
to tell us what happened to you. So we say thank you for
your |ife.

Your father nanme was? You did not give us your
fat her nane.

M ATTA ADOTEY: M father nane was Dol u.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEIl : Dol u. Dol u what?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Dolu Kwali .

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEIl @ Kwal i ?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Kwali .

VI CE CHAl RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI : How about her

gr andson?
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M ATTA ADOTEY: Abu.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPEI :  What Abu | ast
nane?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Abu Baki. Because her father name
was Baki

VI CE CHAI RPERSON DEDE DOLOPElI: W say thank you
for comng once again. And |ike you say, at least if you had
your grandson, you woul d have sonething to | ook up to as
remenbering your son. But at |east today, | know they are
happy where they are. Because they know today you've cone to
tell Liberia what happened to them So we say thank you.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Good norni ng. Let
me join ny other colleagues in extending synpathy to you for
the loss of your son. W're very sorry to hear that.

The person who kill your son, the conmander, you say

hi s name was David. You know any other nane for hinf

M ATTA ADOTEY: No, | don't, that's the only nane
| know.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  You know i f Davi d
had any ot her conmmander or boss who were higher than hin?

M ATTA ADOTEY: | used to see David, | don't know
anybody -- know his bosses because we were all afraid.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ask her if she
knows the nane of the person where they had her son | ock up

before they executed him
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M ATTA ADOTEY: He was killed at the border.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: At the prison at
t he border?

M ATTA ADOTEY: | don't know the name, but the
prison was at the border.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Gkay. Since the
incident with her son, if she ever saw any of these fighters
anynore she could identify any of then?

M ATTA ADOTEY: No, | only know David because he
conmtted the act.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: |'s David still
living in the sane place? Has she heard anythi ng about him
at all whether he's still alive, whether he's still there?

M ATTA ADOTEY: No, | have not.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Anybody el se from
the famly who mght still be in the area you think that
could give us any further information on David?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Well, the only thing is that David
was married to sonebody fromthe town. David was nmarried to
sonebody fromthe town and that how | got to know him

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Ckay. But does
she know the nane of the person David was married to or any
of David's famly's nanme, so if we need to find himit could
be easy?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Yes, the lady that David had, |
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know her, | know all her famlies, | know their nanes.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Can she give us
sonme of their nanes.

M ATTA ADOTEY: The | ady name was Kul ah.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ask her for Kul ah
full name.

M ATTA ADOTEY: Kul ah dad's nane was Var ney.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Any ot her person
nanme she can renenber?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Kul ah not her's nane was N nba.

COWM SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay. So if we
went to this place, at least we will find them Ckay.

Since the incident happened, ask her if they ever
harass her famly, David or any of the other fighters been
back, they harass her famly, anybody el se suffer as a
result. O it was just that one incident?

M ATTA ADOTEY: | say | was not in the town, | was
in Batala, and it happened in Sal al ah.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: But she didn't
hear if they specifically targeted her famly, if even after
that, after the war was ended, they went back there to bother
the famly?

M ATTA ADOTEY: \What | heard was that when he
returned fromN nba after he killed the boy, he said, "If |

hear any of the famly nmenber cry, | will kill them"™
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COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON: Ckay. M | ast
gquestion, Ma Matta, if, if you -- if you can see David now
today, ask her if she -- if she sees David today, what, what
woul d she expect ?

M ATTA ADOTEY: | can't stand David to give ne
nmoney or to do anything. Al | want for people to talk for
me to cool down of why that happened.

COW SSI ONER MASSA WASHI NGTON:  Ckay, thank you.

COWM SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Good nor ni ng.
And | join ny colleagues in saying, expressing synpathy to
you for the tragic |loss of your son and grandson and ot her
relatives during the course of the war.

You told us that there are many things that you saw
and experienced during this war. And what you have just told
us i's what that hurt you nost.

But to have a full picture, can you tell us sone of
t he ot her experiences you had, sone of the -- those who were
doing these things. Can you throw sone light on that if you
can. If you don't want to, you don't have to. But it would
be --

M ATTA ADOTEY: Lot of things happened to us.
They beat us, they took our clothes. They beat ny brother,
he was vomting with blood, they bring out a rescue team
But all those things passed. The main thing that hurt is ny

son. Wen you are beaten and wounded fromthe beating, once
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it get okay, you forget about it. But the main thing is ny
son.

COWM SSI ONER JOHN H. T. STEWART: Thank you very
much. Sorry agai n.

COW SSI ONER OUMUJ SYLLAH:  Ma M atta, thank you
very much for comng to share your experience. And | join ny
col l eagues to say sorry for what you experienced in the death
of your son and your grandson and the rest of your famly.

Now, you said after your son was killed, you went
back to David and tell him since he have already killed your
son, let himkill you as well. Whsat did David tell you that
day?

M ATTA ADOTEY: David said | should forget about

COW SSI ONER OUMJ SYLLAH:  Thank you very nuch for
comng. |It's very inportant for you to share your
experience. W know you're hurt, but it's inportant.

Because once you tal k about it, gradually it helps to heal,
it help you as an individual. Thank you for com ng.

CHAIl RVAN JEROVE VERDIER. Did he, David, did he
apol ogi ze? Did he ook sorry for what he did?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Wen | got back to town | was
crying at nmy house. And people went and told David that,
"The child you killed, the man you killed, the nother is

here." And he cane at the house. Wat he said, | should
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forget about it. But | didn't listento it.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:  Did anythi ng happen to

ot her nmenbers of your famly, like David [sic] father, during
that tinme -- your husband?
M ATTA ADOTEY: | had Baki then, but the father

was dead | ong ago before that.

CHAI RMVAN JEROMVE VERDI ER: Were you able to bury
David -- | mean your son?

M ATTA ADOTEY: No, there was no body to bury. So
if I understand that, he was killed and the body thrown into
the river.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER° W say thank you agai n.
And all of us, | amsure all the people of Liberia who offer
peace and reconciliation, we say sorry to you for what
happened.

| s there anything you would like to say finally
before you | eave, sonmething that is still in your heart?

M ATTA ADOTEY: Yes, | want to ask you peopl e.

CHAl RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER: Pl ease do.

M ATTA ADOTEY: Wat | want to know from you
people is, | have explained everything; | want to know if you
have a vehicle and give it to a driver and the driver has
accident and they kill sonebody, | want to know whether they
can pay, the person can pay for it, the owner of the vehicle

can pay for it or what?
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CHAI RMVAN JEROME VERDI ER: What happened to your
son and what David Tako did is wong. And that's one of the
mai n reasons why they organi zed the TRC, because we realize
that a ot of wong things were done throughout the conflict.
What happened is what we call the violation of human rights.
And under Liberian |aw, under the United States |aw, under
the laws of the United Nations, under the |laws of CEU or
ECOMS, it's al so wong.

Even if sonebody kills another person, one man cannot
just take gun and kill the person back. People can go to
court to find out how the person was killed, why the person
was killed, and then they determ ne what a puni shnent
supposed to be. So even if your son was wong, David Tako
had no right to do what he did.

And then accident, accident -- the accident, if the
driver is responsible for the accident, there can be
puni shment. But if it's a case where the driver is not
responsi bl e, sonetines the court doesn't see any reason why
the driver should be responsible, the person nmay be set free.

But in any case, the punishnent for accident cannot
be death. So no matter what happened, David Tako can never
be right for what he did. He is absolutely w ong.

And that's why they established the TRC, so that we
can find out all the wong things that people did because

they had arnms, and all the people who they treated were
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armnl ess.
Anyt hi ng el se?
M ATTA ADOTEY: Nothing else. That's what |
wanted to ask -- that is the question | wanted to ask.

CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:

Al'l of us say thank you.

You have our synpathy again. And you can go now.

M ATTA ADOTEY: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN JEROVE VERDI ER:

(End of testinony.)

Ckay.
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