S o1 B~ WD

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

TRUTH AND RECONCI LI ATI ON COWM SSI ON OF LI BERI A

DI ASPORA PROJECT

PUBLI C HEARI NGS
HAM_I NE UNI VERSI TY
June 10, 2008
St. Paul, M nnesota

OPENI NG CEREMONI ES

TRC Comm ssi oners:
Chai rman Jerome Verdi er
Vi ce Chairperson Dede Dol opei
Qunmu Syl | ah
Shei kh Kaf unba Konneh
Pearl Brown Bull
Rev. Gerald Col enan
John H. T. Stewart
Massa WAshi ngt on

Court Reporter: Jackie Young
M nnesota Associ ation of Verbatim
Reporters & Captioners
P. 0. Box 375
Marshal |, M nnesota 56258
U. S. A
WWW. mavr c. or g




S o1 B~ WD

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PROCEEDI NGS

(The foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had and nmade
of record, comrencing at approximtely 11:34 a.m)

MR. AHMED SI RLEAF: Ladi es and gentl enen,
pl ease. Jerone Verdier, followed by Conm ssioner
Shei kh Kaf unmba Konneh, Conm ssioner Pearl Bull Brown --

COW SSI ONER PEARL BROWN BULL: Pearl Brown
Bul | .

MR. AHMED SI RLEAF: -- Pearl Brown Bull, and
Comm ssi oner Dol opei, Comm ssioner Massa Washi ngt on,
Comm ssi oner Qunu Syl | ah.

(Appl ause.)

Thank you. Thank you all. You may be
Seat ed.

Comm ssi oner Cerald Col eman and Conm ssi oner
John Stewart, |adies and gentl enen.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you. W -- we
knew we were mssing two nore, but we got themin here.

Thank you all. W would |like to wel conme you
here today at this very auspicious occasion and very
sol etTm occasion. W thank you and wel conme you once
agai n.

At this tine | would like to invite

Dan Loritz, Vice President for University Relations,
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Ham i ne University, to give you a traditional Hamine
wel come. Dan.

(Appl ause.)

MR. LORITZ: Thank you, Ahned. Ahned is one
of our alunms, so we're very, very proud of that.

On behal f of the Board of Trustees of
Ham i ne University, and we have one of our life
trustees with us today, Charles Purdham --

Chuck, would you --

-- and President Linda Hanson, who coul d not
be here today, she is away fromthe state on a
| ong- st andi ng engagenent, but | want to welcone you to
M nnesota's ol dest university.

Ham ine is honored to be part of this
i nportant effort and to carry -- and to carry forth the
great est hope of our founders, which was that we woul d
have far-reaching benefits for humanity. And | put
today's activities and this week's activities in that
cont ext .

Ham i ne was founded by the United Methodi st
Church, and the University founders had to work with
the Territorial Legislature to receive a charter for
the University. So we are very public in many
respects. But we worked very closely, the founders

wor ked very closely, with the Territorial Legislature
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in 1854 to enact a charter that would ensure the

Uni versity would be open to all regardl ess of gender,
race, and religious beliefs. And that was now 154
years ago.

One of the core values of the United
Met hodi st Church is a constant search for truth no
matter where it leads. It is in that spirit that we
gat her today.

When Ken Fox, the director of our conflict
studi es program was contacted by one of his forner
students, Hamline Alum Ahnmed Sirleaf, he called nme and
asked if Hamline would be willing to provide space and
support for these hearings. W said that we would, and
t hat brought us into contact with The Advocates for
Human Ri ghts, the organization that is responsible for
ensuring that these hearings are taking place today.

And while Hamline is providing the space and
support, it is The Advocates for Human Ri ghts who are
maki ng this possible today. They have worked
tirelessly with many Hamline University staff to create
a space for the -- for the Conm ssion, and we wel cone
you here today, the greater Liberian Community, and al
who are commtted to constructive social change can
cone together.

These hearings speak to Hamline University's
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val ues, which include a university-w de commtnent to
hel pi ng our students and the larger society to

under stand and respond constructively to conflict in
all forms and to work for justice in ways that pronote
reconciliation and healing.

These val ues are expressed through a nunber
of our academ c prograns, such as the conflicts studies
program | just nentioned, and our nationally recognized
di spute resolution institute, which is part of our
school of |aw.

But nore inportantly, these hearings
denonstrate the possibility of enacting the highest
i deal s and response to the nost difficult situations.
We are hunbled by the work of so many people who are
maki ng these hearings possi bl e.

Wel come to Hanli ne.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you. Thank you,

Vi ce-President Loritz.

At this time | will invite our executive
director, the executive director of The Advocates for
Human Ri ghts, Robin Phillips, to welcone the
Conmm ssioners and wel cone you all to this inportant
occasi on.

Robi n.
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(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: Thank you very nuch, Ahned.

It is really a thrill and a pleasure to wel cone you al
here today and to wel come our distinguished guests.

First, 1'd like to thank Ham ine for
providing this beautiful and peaceful space. It's very
i nportant to have a cal m space like this, and we
greatly appreciate it.

The Advocates for Human Rights is
celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. W're an
i nternational human rights organization based here in
M nnesota. W do work locally, nationally, and
internationally. 1'Il just tell you a little bit about
our organi zation before |I welconme all our individual
guests.

We do free | egal services for people seeking
asylumin the United States, human rights educati on,
wonen's human rights, advocacy against the death
penalty, and as you'll see today, working with Truth
and Reconciliation Comm ssions.

We started this process nore than two years
ago, and we entered into a Menorandumr of Under st andi ng
with the Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Conm ssion
to operate for them here in the United States and to

bring the Diaspora Community into the process so that
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the historical record would be nore conplete to involve
the voices of those who fled the conflict so nany years
ago, and really, even up until the last few years.

| represent the board, the staff, and the
many vol unteers of The Advocates for Human Ri ghts.
Hundreds of people stand with nme here. In particular
|'"d like to thank our managenent team who's here with
us today, Faegre and Benson, |led by Jim O Neal and
Di anne Hei ns.

Fredri kson & Byron --

(Appl ause.)

MS. PHILLIPS: Fredrikson & Byron, |ed by
Dul ce Foster.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: And Dorsey & Whitney, |led by
Mar k Kal | a.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: Thank you very nmuch for al
your hard work, and there are many other -- W have
nmore than 25 law firnms around the country. W're
operating in eight cities and the United Kingdom W
sent teans to CGhana, to the Buduburam Refugee Canp, to
make sure, again, as many people who had to flee the
conflict could also participate in these proceedi ngs.

Now, I"'m-- |I'mgoing to al so recogni ze many
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ot her people who made this happen who are here with us

t oday.

First, the extraordinary staff of The

Advocates for Human Ri ghts.

pitched in this week.

Everybody has really

In particular 1'd like to

recogni ze our Deputy Director, Jennifer Preshol dt;

Laura Young --
(Appl ause.)
MS. PHI LLI PS:
(Appl ause.)
MS. PHI LLI PS:

(Appl ause.)
MS. PHILLI PS:
(Appl ause.)
MS. PHILLI PS:
(Appl ause.)
MS. PHILLI PS:
(Appl ause.)
MS. PHILLI PS:
vol unteers and interns,
recogni ze Erin MCabe.
(Appl ause.)
MS. PHILLI PS:

(Appl ause.)

Laura Young.

Ahnmed Sirleaf, who you've

Rosal yn ParKk.

M chell e Garnett MKenzi e.

And Deirdre O Bri en.

Al so, we have many, nmany

but I'd in particular like to

M chael Walters.
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M5. PHILLIPS: And Maggi e Crosby.
(Appl ause.)

M5. PHI LLIPS: Also, as | mentioned, this

day could not have been possible w thout the many, many

volunteers. Bob Vaaler, Magnetic Pictures and his film

crew are all here as volunteers today to nmake sure

for this whole week, rather, to make sure this can be
web cast.

Georgia Tech is volunteering with web
stream ng.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: W have the MAVRC court
reporters, who are here making sure that everything
is -- the testinony is transcribed.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: The Center for Victinms of
Torture, the first torture treatnent center in the
country based here in Mnnesota, is here to work with
our w tnesses.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: The Center for Restorative
Justice and Peacenaki ng.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHI LLI PS: Chris Carlson and the Guthrie

Theat er.
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(Appl ause.)
M5. PHILLIPS: And I'd like to now al so
recogni ze nmenbers of the Liberian Mnisters

Associ ation, particularly Father WIson and Reverend

Howar d - -

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: -- who wll also be working
wth -- with witnesses here.

Now I'"d like to also recogni ze many of our
guests fromthe Liberian Conmunity. W have with us
Consul General Al ex Gbhayee.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: The president of the Union of
Li beri an Associ ations of the Anericas, President
Emmanual Wett ee.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: The Organization of Liberians
of M nnesota, M. Kerper Dwanyen.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: Also, we have the
organi zations of -- the Organization of Liberians of
Chi cago, President M. Blacktom

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: The Organization of Liberians

of the Piednont, President Hunder.
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(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: OCh, there he is.

We al so have nmany ot her regional | eaders,
county associ ati on heads, and organi zati onal
representatives from other Liberian organizations, and
we warmy wel conme you all here as well.

We have many al so internationa
organi zational representatives. Sone are here this
morning and sone will be joining us as we go through
the testinony this week.

Here from Li beria, UNDP Representative Marzu
St ubbl efi el d.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: Later this week we wll be
joined by the Liberia Desk Oficer of the United States
Departnment of State, Peter Davis; from UNML, Raphael
Abiem; fromthe International Center for Transitional
Justice, Ruben Carranza.

We al so have with us sonme of our political
| eaders from M nnesota. W have a representative from
Senat or Any Kl obuchar's office, a representative from
Senat or Norm Col eman's office, a representative from
Betty McCol lun s office.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHI LLIPS: And also we have with us
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representatives fromthe Gty of Mnneapolis and St.
Paul .

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: And the Gty of Brooklyn
Center and the City of Brooklyn Park.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: And I'd like to extend
personal warm regards to Chairman Verdier and all of
the Comm ssioners. W're thrilled that you're here
with us and we want to thank you so nuch for all your
hard work. What you're doing for human rights in the
worl d and peace building is -- is very inportant, and
we're very happy to have you here today. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: Also, last but certainly not
least, | want to thank all of the wi tnesses who are
here today. They're extrenely brave. They're speaking
out for the future of Liberia. They're speaking out
for peace, for human rights. They're speaking on
behal f of those who we |ost, who can't speak out for
t hensel ves, and we appreciate their tine and their
energy and their bravery being here with us.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PHILLIPS: 1'd like to, in closing, just

t hank you all for being part of this inportant
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transition to a vibrant and peaceful Liberia where
every human being's human rights are respected. Thank
you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you, Robin.

Pl ease give it up for ny executive director once again.

Robin Phillips, |ladies and gentlenen. Thank
you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you all. You
know, as Robin indicated, this is a very solemm
occasion. It is unlike any | have certainly seen here
in this country since |'ve been here, and so we are
treating it as such as we proceed through the program

And with these proceedi ngs today, you wll
recogni ze how sacred, how solem this is. As you
listen to our Conm ssioners, as you listen to the
w tnesses, and all the dignitaries and | eaders and
friends that have conme here today to support us, you
w il recognize themand we will ask you all to respect
their search as we proceed.

| would now like to invite sone of our
comunity |eaders. You know, in Liberia, hierarchy
nmodel s | eadership authority. For nme as a young person

standing here, if | don't invite these |leaders in the
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appropriate order, | could be in serious trouble with
them And so it's a matter of tradition, it's a matter
of custom And, therefore, at this tinme, wthout nuch
ado, I'd like to call on the president of the Union of
Li berian Associations in the Anericas.

You know that Robin also nentioned that
we -- we have -- she nentioned several organizations,
Li berian conmunity organizations from various states.
Al of these organi zations have an unbrella
organi zation, which governs the affairs of all Liberian
groups in North Anmerica, which is ULAA. And therefore,
t he president, who happens to be a very dynam c person,
whom | ' ve known and admred for a long tine, is here
with us today to grace the solemity of this occasion.

Sol'dlike to invite
M. Emmanuel S. Wettee. M. President, welcone again
to the Twn Cities.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WETTEE: Thank you very nuch, ny dear
friend.

Robi n, thank you very nuch for the
i ntroduction, and | just want to continue where you
started from She listed everybody | wanted to honor,
so, you know, | would just continue -- | want to add on

to your list of honor, our vice president, the
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Honor abl e Bennie Dee Warner. | want to recognize
your -- your presence here. Yeabh.
(Appl ause.)

So I"mjust going through the list, so if I
don't call your nane, you know, it's the sane |ist,
because ny first nane is Kerper Dwanyen. And |
recogni ze the Conm ssion, ny friend, brother, Verdier.

Not to say nmuch, |I'mvery happy that we are
part of this process, and we are part of the process.
W are very, very part of the whole process.

In the early '70s, the political |andscape
in Liberia was not bal anced. A group of Liberian
students in the United States decided that it was tine
that they participated in the process and they deci ded
to formwhat we call the Liberian Student Association.
It started with the state of New York, New Jersey,

Phi | adel phi a, and Washi ngton D.C. Sone of the nanes at
the tinme: G Baccus Matthew, Tom Wi ewa, Charles
Tayl or, just to nane a few.

They decided that the people of Liberia were
not benefitting fromthe political |andscape, the
political resources, and so a group of students cane
together. After many transformations, the group
extended to all the states and that gave birth to what

we call ULAA in 1974.
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Li berians in the Diaspora said, |ook, we
have to go hone and we have to participate. There
shoul d be a transparent denocratic process, and those
students started this novenent.

And ULAA is very, very proud. People have
call ed us nanes; we are troubl emakers and all kinds of
nanmes, but there is one thing we want to say, that we
said there's absolutely no reason that we cannot have a
mul ti-party process in Liberia.

If Liberia will have to chanpion the cause
of our people, there should be nore than one party.
Absol utely no reason why the people of Liberia cannot
benefit.

Today, we are honored to say that the
joining of our generations before us have produced
Africa's first elected female president. W are very
honored to say that.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WETTEE: Now that the war is over, our
options are different. Opportunities are comng. CQur
parents are in the states. Qur children are here. So
ULAA cannot do what she did yesterday.

We are convinced that there's sone |evel
that the nmulti-process denocracy can go on in Liberia.

And we are happy and relieved to say that in the
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hi story of our country, we had an el ection where there
were nore than ten parties, and nobody can say that

t hey were beaten up, they were assaulted, or put a halt
on human rights. Everybody participated in the
process. At |least we are happy to say that.

Again, let me say to you that ULAA was in
Chana, the peace accord, that led to the end of the
war. ULAA was in Ghana and ULAA signed the docunent.
So we are not just talking. W are part of the
process.

Today, we have our parents here. W have
our people with immgration status. W have issues,
and ULAA again is chanpioning that cause of
immgration. And let it be known that ULAA woul d never
insist openly for Liberia to return to the darker days.
In our lifetime, there will always be a denocratic
process, and we are happy that this Comm ssion is here
to allow our people to voice out what they have to say.

Ladi es and gentl enen, never ever, never in
our tinme, that the people of Liberia will be denied the
denocratic right. Never ever. W wll not return to
t he darker days. W remain for that, we stand for it,
and we live. Wth our friends and with our partners,
Li beria's better days are ahead, and our children wll

enj oy the gol den days ahead.
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We have sacrificed, |like any other country,
any other generation. The war was our tinme. Things
happened. The war is over and we have to nove on.

This process, ny adm nistration and ULAA
support TRC. These have been our cornerstone of our

policy toward the peace process that allowed the

people --

(Appl ause.)

MR. WETTEE: -- allowed the people to express
thensel ves. In the process we all can have one goal

and nove on.
"' m honored. M dear friend and brother,
li ke I always say, | don't know how to address Verdi er,
whether | call hima friend, conm ssioner because |'ve
known himso long, but I'm happy to share this stage
with you. And as long as |I'm president of this union,
we'll nmake sure there's peace in Liberia and we all
w |l benefit froma denocratic process in Liberia.
Ladi es and gentl eman, may God bl ess the
great United States of Anerica, may God bl ess ULAA, and
may God bl ess the people of Liberia. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you, President Wttee.

This illustrates to you that this occasion
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is going to be difficult. W wll hear different
versions of our history, we wll hear different aspects
of our diversity, and -- and so we have to brace

oursel ves for that.

That's part of the work of the Conmm ssion,
to help us reconcile history, to help us bring our
diversity together. W're diverse, but we need to
enbrace and -- and wel cone diversity and address our
pai nful and difficult pasts.

And so, ladies and gentlenen, | wll now
invite the town chief of Liberia in Mnnesota, the
presi dent of the Liberian Organization of Liberians in
M nnesota, LOLM

You know, when you go to an African vill age,
even if you are the president of the republic, you nust
see the town chief. |If you don't see the town chief,

your business is not going to go the way it's supposed

to go in that particular community. |If you don't see
the town chief, your visit -- your visit in that
comunity could be not an experience that you will want
to have.

And so we're honored to have our town chief
in our mdst, Honorable Kerper Dwanyen.
M . Dwanyen, your people.

(Appl ause.)
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MR. DWANYEN: Thank you, Ahnmed. On behal f
of the Liberian comunity in Mnnesota, | want to take
this tinme to extend a warm wel cone to the
Comm ssioners, and | also want to say a great thank you
to The Advocates for Human Rights for their tireless
wor k on behal f of Liberians, which began at their very
birth. It's been an honor to work with themon this
project and other issues related to the interests of
our community.

W in this conmmunity have | ooked forward to
this process with a mx of anticipation, concern,
apprehensi on, and hope. This is a very solemm process
that is underway. It is a process that is critical to
the future of our country. It is a process that honors
t hose who can no | onger speak for thenselves while
giving our children a foundation for tonorrow.

It is a process that not only is
instrunmental in healing the wounds in Liberia, but also
heal i ng the wounds across borders. This war is not
just a Liberian event. It is a set of events that
i ncludes other countries, includes their participation
for good and for bad.

We | ook forward to the experiences, of
sharing our experiences here. | personally |ook

forward to doing that, and | also ook forward to
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speaki ng on behal f of our community, speaking of the
roles of the Diaspora Community in both agitating the
conflict and resolving the conflict, and what role the
Di aspora Conmunity can continue to play in this
process.

We are hopeful that in the end we w ||
accurately and neaningfully docunent the reasons, the
causes that led us to where we are today, and that that
docunmentation will serve as a road map for the future,
a road map that will be honored, a road map that wl|
be foll owed.

W want to thank all of those who have taken
the journey from many other states, many | ocations to
be here. W want to thank all of those who have been
partners with the Liberian community here in M nnesota.

W | ook forward to seeing that this solem
process will create a beacon of hope in Africa again.
That beacon of hope that Liberia once was, that that
beacon of hope can be relit.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you. Thank you,
M. President, for those words of inspiration.

You know, the TRC Di aspora project is an

integral part of what's happening in Liberia. Under
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our MOU, our mandate here has been to mrror as closely
and as best as possible what exactly is happening in

Li beria. And as such, when they had a -- the opening
cerenony, the day the hearings started in Monrovia,
everybody invited the president to grace the occasion,
Her Excell ency, President Ellen Johnson-Sirl eaf.

As such, we thought we would invite the
president as well, because we knew the entire
comm ssion would be here, and the Liberian people of
the Di aspora would like the opportunity to interact not
only with their comm ssioners, but also with their
second of state.

We invited the president, but unfortunately
we got -- we couldn't get on her calendar, let's just
say. W -- we cane a little too late. Although she's
in the country right now, it's our understanding she
couldn't be here. So she's obviously got to go down
the diplomatic lines to see the anbassador, who
deputi zed the president, but then the anbassador says,
well, the president is in the country, she's going to
the United Nations, | -- | can't let her go there by
herself, so I"'mgoing to call on the consul general to
Chi cago and the M dwest, Honorable Al ex Gbayee, to
represent the Liberian Governnent at this solemn

occasion. And this is why we have Honorabl e Goayee,
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who took his tinme to be here, although hinself he
has -- has a very busy cal endar.

But | believe the president's item no
matter how busy your cal endar is, when you get a call,
you have to answer it, and so we're very honored and
pl eased to have you here. Now we'll invite you to say

a word or two to your people and our friends in

M nnesot a.

(Appl ause.)

MR. GBAYEE: Thank you very nmuch. And |
want to thank today Robin Phillips and the Human

Ri ghts, what they have been doing for Liberia; try to
| ook at our pain and to provide a solution. W thank
you very much and the state of M nnesota for offering
this kind of opportunity.

| know it has been rough for all -- all of
Li beria. Al of Liberia has been touched by this war.
As | stand here, | think about the village that | cane
from \When the people cane there, and the people there
in the village, they ran away. Wen the people left,
they burned the village. It's all kind of pain that we
feel.

Every Liberian has been touched by this
incident that's just passed. But as | was saying to ny

-- the people that canme with nme in the car from
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Chi cago, we cannot stay in the graveyard forever. W
must bury our dead, our pain. W've got to forgive
each other and build Liberia.

The Human Rights, as | talked with
Ms. Phillips, she tells me she has been dealing with a
ot of the inmm gration problens, Liberians that are
having problem Then | say to nyself, no wonder, in
the | ast few years, | have not conme to Mnnesota, in
court, to help out a Liberian citizen here that may be
in trouble.

Ri ght now we have hundreds of our young
peopl e, Liberians, that are in jail today. |n Houston
al one, we have pretty close to 200 Liberians in the
jail down there. |1'mnot sure how many we have here in
M nnesota. But | thank you for standing in for
Li beri a.

| thank the Comm ssioners who travel a |ong
way from Liberia. You re welcome. The anbassador
couldn't cone today, but he appointed ne to conme and

say you're welcone here. And so a special thank you

for the progress that -- that you're carrying on. GCod
bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHMED SI RLEAF: |'m here. | didn't --

" mstill here, so we're -- we're good. Thank you.
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Thank you all .

Consul General Al exander Gyabee, we really
appreci ate the governnment's support through this
process and your representation of our Excellency and
Anmbassador. W appreciate it.

Let's give it up to the Liberian Governnent,
my peopl e.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you. Now, at this
time we would like to recognize sonme of our
di stingui shed guests, and | know ny boss -- ny -- in
Liberia, | will say ny boss |lady or ny boss man. You
can't mss that, because if you mss that, then you
don't know your | ob.

Al right. So the executive director did
t hat al ready, but, you know, as part of the -- the
i nportance of what we're doing here, we've worked with
so many people, sonme of whom we did not even have the
opportunity to nmention, perhaps, or who would not |ike
to be recogni zed publicly, because everybody is
chipping in, as they say in America, to contribute
towards the healing of a country that has so broken
itself, that was so hurt itself so badly.

So we have so many of these people here

whose nanes we probably did not call. It's not because
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we just are -- are ignoring you deliberately. It was
an oversight, if it was the case, in fact. O herw se
we really want to take this nonment to say that we do
appreciate all of you, our fabulous nanagenent

comm ttee. Conmm ssioner WAshington wants ne to
re-enphasi ze that again.

Qur managenent team advisory commttee
menbers who are here or who could not nake it here
because we know this is a workday, it's a work week,
but as the week goes on, the proceedings go on, you'l
see nore and nore people comng and go. And so we just
wanted you to take the nessage to those people that we
recogni ze you, we recogni ze your contributions, and we
are very appreciative. | think |I can speak, |'ve been
aut horized to do so, on behalf of the executive
di rector.

We have people from-- fromas far as
Li beria and other countries and all over this country
who are here today representing different organi zations
who supported TRC process. The UNDP representative,
Ms. Marzu Stubblefield, has already been introduced,;
our former vice president, Bishop Warner; M. Hunder;
our local political officials here in M nnesota.

See, we are Liberians, but we are also

M nnesotans, and -- and therefore we have to stop to
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recogni ze the officials, the local officials, who have
hel ped us and supported us in this process. And I'd
just like to say thank you again to all of you. Let's
give them a big round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Sone of our partners are
wat ching us as we speak right now on the Internet and
via web cast in other cities who couldn't make it here
today. God knows we just like to say we |ove you, we
appreci ate you wherever you nmay be, and thank you so
much for all that you've done.

You know, we've worked with so nany
institutions, law firns, |aw schools, human rights
progranms and centers, professional organizations, and
you -- you nanme it. Wthout those kinds of pro bono
contributions, we couldn't have been able to -- to help
the Conm ssion in the way that the Advocates has been
able to do. So we just want to say again, on behalf of
Robin Phillips, who can speak for our organization, who
has al so al ready done so.

The -- the head of the board of directors of
The Advocates for Human Ri ghts, Aviva, Aviva Breen is
here.

Aviva, wll you please rise. Aviva went --

(Appl ause.)
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MR. AHVMVED SI RLEAF: Thank you. She was --
Aviva was with us in Ghana at the Buduburam Refugee
Canp when we went to take statenents there, and so
people are very commtted. They love the Liberian
peopl e and the Liberian nation and they want to help
us. So we have to stop and say thank you to all of
themfor -- for their -- for their generosity and just
opening the hearts to us. W appreciate that.

Now, at this time we wll sing the TRC peace
song. It's produced by Liberian Cultural Anmbassador
Juli Endee and Crusaders for Peace.

Anmbassador Endee couldn't join us today;
however, we -- we do have her --

Okay. Al right. Gve ne one second to
make sure --

Ckay. |'m back.

W will do the peace song and then we wll
hear from our chairman of the TRC and what we are here
for will begin.

CHAI RVAN VERDI ER: Do you want us to sing

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Yes, please sing al ong.
Ckay. It's very easy to do. It says about peace and
heal i ng, so everybody | oves peace.

Al t hough you may have to learn in a few
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seconds the different Liberian dialects and | anguages
as you sing al ong.

(Li berian TRC Peace Song is played.)

MR. AHMED SI RLEAF: Ckay. TRC, you know,
this is -- Just alittle background to the song, is if
you don't understand Belleh or Vai or Kru or CGola or
Gbandi, Mandi ngo, Grebo, G o, and all of the Liberian
di al ects, Liberian English, if you don't understand
those, the -- the essence of the song is just to cal
all Liberians together to unite despite our
di fferences, our difficult history, our past.

Al the difficulties we've encountered, we
shoul d put them behind us. Open our m nds and our
hearts, enbrace one another for we have nore in conmmon
than differences. To unite as Liberians, rebuild our
country, nmove forward, and stop the bitterness.

TROC, under the Truth and Reconciliation
Comm ssion of Liberia, we have to enbrace this process
because it's a springboard to so many ot her processes
that will eventually lead to peace, reconciliation,
justice, accountability, reconstruction. W can't
afford to not support the process. Liberians, friends
of Liberia, let's support the TROC. So that's why you
heard TROC.

Al right. Thank you. | can try, you know.
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Don't try ne.

All right. So at this tine the nonent that
we've all been waiting for is finally here. W're
going to now hear fromthe Conmm ssion, and the actual
sol etTm nature, the sacrosanct nature of this process is
now about to begin.

You know, this is an august occasion, but
it's even nmuch nore solem and sacred occasion to ne
than, as | said, that | have ever participated in or --
or been able to observe. W are all observing history
in the making and we are all part of history today. So
we have to recognize that.

The chairman of the Comm ssion will cone and
speak for his colleagues, for the Conmm ssion, and for
Li beria, for Liberians. After which, of course, then
we wll go into the hearings. And the chairman wll
tell you exactly how this happens because, as you can
see, I'mnot a conmm ssioner, let alone a chairman. So
| can't even play that role. | can't even --

Counsel or Jerone Verdier, Sr., has been a
| ong activist for peace, justice, rule of [|aw,
accountability, human rights in Liberia. He's a |awer
by training. He may be young, he nmay appear young, but
he has a long resune of acconplishnents. He's one of

those people that | admre and | call nmy nmentor and ny
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friend and ny big brother because Verdi er has provided
stewardship for this Conm ssion because this is the
only peace reconciliation process that we have goi ng.

| mean, | told himonce, | said, |I don't
know how you can do this. | -- You know, | -- we are
just there trying to help you people do your work.
It's even nore difficult for us. Sonetinmes | want to
gi ve up, but you guys keep going. You're so strong.
You' ve travel ed throughout the 15 counties of Liberia,
all 64 districts in the country, renote regions of the
country that are so difficult to navigate.

| had the honor and the opportunity to
observe one of such hearings when |I recently visited
Li beria. 1 went way up to Bopolua. Just from Monrovia
to where they were was overwhelmng for ne, let alone
to live and work under those difficult conditions.

But with the | eadership of Counsel or Verdier
and his able team and col | eagues, they have been able

to bring this Comm ssion fromthe ground and build it

up to an institution of -- worthy of admration and --
and respect. | respect.

And so, wi thout nmuch ado, | would like to
invite Counselor Verdier to -- to give us a little

pi ece of the work that the Comm ssion has been doing.

G ve a welconme to Chairnman Verdi er.
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(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDI ER:  Thank you. Thank you,
Ahnmed.

Good norning, every -- good norning,
everyone.

Vi ce President Warner, our partners and host
of volunteers, distinguished nenbers of the Liberian
Community, including our two distinguished |eaders --
three distinguished | eaders here, nenbers of the
American society here, present and identifying with us
in this process, we want to give praises and gratitude
to God Almghty for his graces and his bl essings which
have sustained us in this process thus far.

In doing so, we also want to beg your
i ndul gence for a nonent of silence, silent neditation
to the nmenory of all of those who have passed, and in
reverence to the Alm ghty who has brought us this far.

Pl ease join nme by standing.

And now |l et us pray for peace and prosperity
in Liberia, for healing and reconciliation, for the
success of this process, and for a lasting, fruitful
Li beria/U S. rel ationship.

Thank you. Please be seat ed.

What we have today is the cul mnation of

several processes, efforts, resources fromall around
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the world to assist the people of Liberia in
redefining their humanity and re-establishing the field
state as we have experienced.

Advocates for Human Rights stood with the
Comm ssion in ensuring that our processes reached out
to Liberians in the Diaspora. The Di aspora we speak of
is the overwhel m ng nunber of Liberians here in the
United States, notably M nnesota as well; over 36, 000
Li berians in the Republic of Ghana who are in refugee
canps as a consequence of the conflict back hone;
anot her 26,000 in the Republic of CGuinea; 18,000 in the
Republic of Sierra Leone; and then, of course, sone
18,000 in the Republic of Nigeria.

When we were tasked to carry on the work of
t he Conmm ssion, the nine of us took nonths pondering on
how to proceed and how to reacconplish the objectives
t he Liberian people have established for the
Comm ssi on.

Expectati ons were high, but we had no
bl ueprints. W had nothing to start with. And then we
realized, from studying the works of other comm ssions
before us, their circunstances were different, their
nati onal conditions weren't simlar, and their
experiences were also different. Then we realized that

Li beria was in a unique situation.
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After a protracted period of violent
conflict that engulfed the entire nation, with over 1.5
mllion of their citizens displaced internally and out
of the country, nearly 200,000 dead, all national and
public infrastructures ravished, poverty, sickness,

di sease, we knew we had a daunting task ahead.

And the planni ng process commenced, and
today we are very, very pleased that the hearings,
whi ch constitute the fourth maj or conponent of the
TROC work, is now in progress and we are here in the
United States to share and hear from Liberians in the
Di aspora as a way of affording all Liberians an
opportunity to be heard, to be listened to, to be
acknow edged, and to be vali dat ed.

We commenced at a time when nenories of the
war were still very, very fresh; when | eaders of
warring factions were in political authority, firm
grips of political authority; when despondency was all
about; and Liberians were crying out for justice.

We understood that people energi ng out of
conflict are anxious to see change, are anxious for
results, and they could not stand the fact that those
who were head of the warring factions and perhaps
responsi ble for the violence and the atrocities were in

control .
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This |l ed the Comm ssion to enbark upon a
Vi gor ous awareness program to educate the Liberian
people that the TROC is part of a systematic peace
process. It is part of a peace agreenent that was
brokered by the international comunity and all the
warring factions, and if we are to build a society
founded on the principles of the rule of law, it begins
now, right after the cessation of hostilities. W have
to proceed progressively in hel ping ourselves to
under stand from whence we have cone and what we need to
do as a nation and people to transcend those ugly
experi ences and nove forward.

So part of the -- part of the processes the
Comm ssion had to enbark upon was nmssive education and
awar eness. Qur people had to understand what
reconciliation nmeans, what role does it play in the
post conflict society which was fraught with viol ence
and the kind of experiences we had.

Shoul d we continue in a confrontationa
state? It is true that people wll always disagree,
but what nmatters is how do we handl e our disagreenents
w thout resorting to violence. It was a very, very
daunting task that took us to all parts of Liberia.

And then we realized that there were

Li beri ans who were out of the country and needed to
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understand as well. There is a very long-held belief
that all of the wars started in the Di aspora because
there were Liberians who were out of the country and
very bitter that the war was happening, and that was
their prescription for peace or change.

And if it is in their hearts and m nds of
those Liberians that the conflict started, it is worth
reaching to the hearts and m nds of those Liberians as
well so that we can sustain and build a | asting peace
process in Liberia.

I n speaking of what we have done and where
we have cone, we want to give to you recognition to the
contributions of Liberians everywhere at hone and here
in the U S The constructive criticismof the process
has only hel ped to strengthen us, to understand the
weaknesses of what we were doi ng; and based upon that,
we're able to chart a course that has brought us this
far.

The Governnent of Liberia, Her Excellency,
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, has been up to now
very supportive of the process, and we are very, very
proud that the National Governnent has saw the need to
Il end political, financial, and noral support to a
process that is enbarking upon healing and

reconciliation of our country.




S o1 B~ WD

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

37

Not only that, the international contact
group from Li beria, which includes the United States
Governnment, the European Union, Denmark, Sweden, Ghana,
Ni geria, the UNDP, the United Nations Mssion in
Li beria, collectively supported the efforts of the
TROC. And that is why we can proudly say that the TROC
enj oys very popul ar acceptance with the peopl e of
Liberia and its partners.

Civil society has also been instrunental in
our success. Be it wonen, youth or child advocate
groups, or pro denocracy institutions, traditional
religious institutions, have all rallied around the
TROC, to the extent that we have popul ar support wth
civil society. And at the nmonment, civil society is
bracing itself for the periods after the TRCC.

If the TROC conmes out with reports, what
happens to those reports. That's a challenge for all
of us so that our worthy efforts of neeting,
organi zing, nmobilizing resources, do not go in vain.

Having said that, | would like to talk a
little bit about the TROC process. As | said, it has
been a -- a five-conplenment process starting first wth
establishing a TROC secretariat. W are nine
conm ssioners appointed with no staff, no office. Just

a comm ssion or a letter of appointnment. W had to
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sit, recruit staff, look for offices, staff the
offices, equip the offices, and all of that. That took
nore than 18 nonths of our operational period to get
done. The TROC Act allowed for only three nonths, but
in three nonths we had not taken the first step.

The first step, of course, was getting to
know oursel ves, all distinguished Liberians from
di verse backgrounds and reflecting the Liberian
diversity. | nust assure you, the group that was
involved with this selection was very careful to neke
sure that you have a uni que bl end of Liberians who can
represent the shared diversity of our society so that
all shades of thoughts, opinions, and -- and
i npressions are represented on the Comm ssion. And in
our individual and collective rights, we asked those to
be people of high standing, honor, and integrity, to
such an extent that the people of Liberia wll accept
our work and they will listen to us to the extent they
pour their hearts out to the Comm ssion.

| spoke earlier about outreach, and this
song Ahnmed nmade reference to, is a song witten and
performed in all of Liberian vernaculars, included
artists fromall around the country. They cane
toget her and perforned that song. It was the first

tinme that we had a song of that nature that every
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di al ect, every ethnic group can identify wwth it, and
that was inspired by our desire to make sure that we
reach out to as many Liberians as possible so that the
message of truth and reconciliation can filter in our
hearts.

After we enbarked upon that vigorous
outreach process, which brought us also to the
Di aspora, we conducted statenent taking where we went
out to all of the 15 counties, the 64 districts, and
educati ng peopl e about the process and requesting of
themto give their testinony in those statenents to the
TROC.

We did that in Ghana. W did that here in
the U.S., in Mnnesota, in the New York area. W did
that in New England area. W did that in Chicago. W
did that in Ghana. W did that a little bit in
Ni geria. W reached out to Sierra Leone. There were
ot her places we couldn't go because of tine constraints
and resources.

To date we have over 18,000 statenments from
Li beri ans expressing to the Comm ssion what they saw,
what they did, what they experienced, and in nost tines
maki ng recommendati ons on how they think Liberia can
progress beyond the experiences of the past.

That process laid the basis for the public
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heari ngs and where we are today. W are now hol di ng
public hearings in Mnnesota and the U S. A as a way of
censoring the experiences of Liberians in the Diaspora.

Many of us left the country | ong before the
conflict of 1990. There are a |ot of us who are here
and experienced the conflict from 1990 to 2003, but we
feel that, and honor the TROC Act, we had to conduct
conprehensi ve investigation that would lead to arriving
at the root causes of the conflict. And the conflict
period is considered between 1979 to 2003.

During that period there were Liberians who
left and are residing in the D aspora, nost likely --
most commonly in the United States of America. In the
subregi on, we have Liberians who left during the period
1990 to 2003. So we wanted all voices to be heard.

In getting a forumlike this recognized
where we are conducting hearings, a |lot of
conpl enentary efforts and processes are -- are built
into that. W went around to the 15 counties. There's
only one county outstandi ng, but we have visited the 14
counties and the 61 districts. W considered the
Di aspora in M nnesota as one of the counties as well.
So we can say we are visiting 16.

And then when we return, G and Cape Munt

County will be the close of the -- the -- the public
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hearings in the different regions, and so we say from
cape to cape. W started in Cape Palnmas and we will be
ending in Grand Cape Munt County.

I nvolved with this is a team of psychosoci al
counsel ors who give support to our witnesses. W are
seeing so nmuch and it would have been inpossible to
have a successful hearing w thout that team of
counsel ors who talked to wi tnesses, who hel ped
w t nesses understand the process, who coped with the
psychol ogi cal and sonetinmes enotional breakdowns of our
W t nesses.

In our own ways we find nmany creative ways
to support each other in what we go through.
Comm ssi oners have their share of experiences, but we
told ourselves, this is not about us, this is about our
peopl e. Whatever our experience was, you have to bury
that, it has to be secondary to the experiences of
ot hers.

But that doesn't nmean we do not understand
what people go through, it doesn't mean that people do
not reach to us. Many tinmes we break down oursel ves.
After hearings we find ways to support ourselves. W
meet, we share fun, and we go into the high and | ow
monents of the hearings. |'msure the M nnesota

heari ngs here wll be no exception.
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Then we have a very robust inquiry unit that
includes an I T unit as well, where we are collating al
of the statenents, we are entering theminto a master
data base for careful analysis so that proper
concl usi ons can be drawn from the huge anount of
information the Conm ssion is gathering fromall around
the world. There are people who are sending in
statenments. They have witten subm ssions giving us
information. Alnost all of the international human
rights institutions have presented witten subm ssions
on violations from 1979 to 2003 in Liberia. Al of
t hose have to be synthesized, analyzed, collated, and
all of that.

So apart fromthe inquiry unit, at the
monment there is a conflict mapping exercise ongoing in
Li beria. W believe that what we saw expl odi ng nmaybe
in 1990 or 199 -- 1980, was the result of what has been
brewi ng for years and perhaps centuries. And so we
took interest in understanding what are those | oom ng
conflicts, our social and potential conflicts ongoing
in our societies. So in the 64 districts, our
researchers are there and interesting results are
com ng out. Those are potential conflicts that wll
have to be nedi ated and resolved so that in the future

Li beria does not revert to the viol ence we have al ready
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experi enced.

Apart fromthat, there is a conmmtted
di al ogue process that will go on the nmonent we conpl ete
the public hearings around the counties. W go back
into the communities, engage the |eaders, engage the
el der -- the elders, and we just tal k about peace and
peace building in our communities.

All of that will lead to a national
conference, which will be held later in Novenmber of
this year where representatives fromthe Di aspora
comunities all around will join Liberians at hone and
they will discuss sonme of the high points of the TROC
process, what its findings has been, and what the
peopl e think about the recommendati ons that the
Comm ssion is expected to put forth.

The Conm ssion has a responsibility to
recomrend reparations fromvictins of the conflict, to
reconmend prosecution where it finds it necessary, to
recomrend reconciliation processes and what will be
necessary to ensure that we have a truly reconcil ed
soci ety.

But the Comm ssion, we believe and know t hat
reconciliation is a process, and what we do is lay the
foundation for -- for reconciliation. And part of that

foundati on coul d be establishing the truth of what
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happened, establishing the root causes of the conflict,
identifying victins.

There are so many victinms who are living
wth the scars of the conflict. W may not heal those
wounds; many of which are internal and extend beyond
what we see physically, but we can begin a process, a
process of acknow edgnent of what has happened, a
process of nenorialization so that people in villages
where there was a massacre of 300 of their relatives,
can finally conme to grips with the reality that this
has happened and this is where they were buried, and
this is a nenorial to their nenory, to their honor.

So all of these are going on with the
express objective of helping to restore the -- the
humanity of -- of victinms, acknow edgi ng and
vindi cating them so they understand that they are not
or were not responsible for what has happened. It's a
national effort, and we are together -- working
together to ensure that we have genui ne healing and
reconciliation.

O course, there's the issue of justice and
inpunity. This Comm ssion is charged with the
responsibility of ensuring that there is adequate and
proper redress to the issues of injustice and inpunity

in our country, because we believe that identifying the
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root causes of the conflict will definitely point to
the culture of inpunity which has pervaded our society
for so many years.

Al so, institutions in our country, public
and national institutions, have been identified to be
part of the problens in Liberia either because of their
inaction or by their very actions, their failure to act
or by themacting out of their constitutional and
statutory mandates, which have led to the breakdown of
| aw and order, the dehumanization of our people, and,
of course, the violations of human rights.

How can we strengthen these institutions:
the | ocal governnents, the security sector, the
national |egislature, even the very executive branch of
governnent and all its functionaries. How can they be
nore accountable. How can they be nore transparent.
How can we build lasting denocratic institutions that
wi Il sustain and represent the aspirations of our -- of
our people for greater denocracy.

The objectives now and established is that
at the culmnation of all of this and the
i npl ementation of the TROC' s recommendati on, there wll
be | asting peace, security, unity and reconciliation in
Li beria. This is an arduous process that we have

enbar ked upon, and we could have never cone this far
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wi t hout the support of our partners here and Liberians
fromall around the United States.

The web site of the TROC is active, there
are a lot of Liberian media institutions that are very
active in propagating the work of the TROC, encouragi ng
debat es about the TROC. Al of this crystalizes the
process and clarifies in the mnds of Liberians on what
i's necessary and what needs to be done.

W are very, very grateful, and | say this
on behal f of every menber of the Conm ssion. W've
enj oyed your overwhel m ng support. You are
vol unteering your time, your resources, just to assist
this tiny nation in West Africa overcone the traumas of
the past. W are very, very appreciative, and we say
thank you to you all for all the support.

Having said this, | would like to take this
time to introduce nenbers of the Comm ssion, follow ng
which we'll declare the hearings formally open.

To begin with, we start with Conm ssi oner
Shei kh Kaf unmba Konneh.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDIER: He is an Islamc cleric
and one of the architects of the Liberian peace
process. Wen the war commenced in 1989, early 1990, a

group of religious |eaders cane together and said, no,
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this war shouldn't continue. They drafted a peace plan
for Liberia, they intervened, and tried to negotiate
several cease fires.

And now today in Liberia, because of their
good work, we have the Interfaith Religious Counci
where the Islamc faith and the Christian faith and
other faiths cone together and work together for peace
and conflict negotiation and resol ution.

Thank you.

Conmm ssi oner Pearl Brown Bull --

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDIER: -- is a politician and a
| awyer. She has worked with different wonen's groups
in their advocacy work, and at the sane tinme, she is --
has been a nenber of the Bull Law Firm one of the
ol dest law firnms in Liberia. Werever Conmm ssioner
Bull is, her voice is always heard.

Conmm ssi oner Cerald Col eman.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDIER: He is also a reverend, an
anbassador, and an engi neer by profession. He has been
in peace building for a long tinme with the
I nternati onal Federation for Peace, and he has
initiated the TROC process. Initially, when there

wasn't a conm ssion, when the thought was fl oating
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around, |long before our international partners cane in,
he headed a process as part of his vision for peace and
hi s novenment for peace building in Liberia.

We have Conm ssi oner Dede Dol opei .

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDI ER: She is the vice
chai rperson of the Comm ssion.

You know, gender equity, equity bal ance, and
all of those things are -- are resonating now even in
our society. So we had nine conmm ssioners, five males
and four females. One conmm ssioner resigned for
anot her assignnment. Fortunately for the wonen it is
now bal anced. So there's four female and four nmen, so
this is an equally bal anced conm ssi on.

We hope that if there's any thoughts of
replacing the resigned comm ssioner, this bal ance
woul dn't be too tipped because it has served our
pur pose very well.

Conmm ssi oner Dol opei is an accountant by
prof ession. She has a degree in accounting and she was
pl ying her trade | ong before joining the TROC. She was
al so involved in a group of wonen nobilizers who,
during the heat of the conflict, prayed relentlessly in
the streets of Liberia and fasted for nonths just for

peace. And the nonent the peace agreenent was signed,
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t hey said, thank God, and they dispersed.

Next to her is Comm ssioner Massa
Washi ngt on.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDI ER:  She is a journalist by
prof essi on and an advocate for wonen's issues as well.
During the early days of the conflict, she was very,
very active with several |ndigenous Liberian groups.
She reported from behind the crisis lines in greater
Li beria, Charles Taylor's territory, and nade a | ot of
breaki ng revel ati ons on what was transpiring in those.
And that brought to her sone threats, and that's how
she left and matricul ated here to the U.S.

She is the only comm ssi oner who was
recruited fromthe Diaspora, SO you see, you are
represented on the Conm ssion.

Conmm ssi oner John Stewart.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDIER: He is a journalist and
a -- and a -- and a politician. He goes back since the
early '70s. Wen it cones to activismand -- and --
and politics in the early '70s, the late "60s, up to
the present, John Stewart has been there. He has
produced several thought provocative radi o prograns,

and as a journalist his pen is very, very powerful.
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Comm ssi oner Qunu Syl | ah.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN VERDI ER: She is a nurse by
profession and an H 'V counselor. She was called to
join the TRC because of those values and characters she
has.

May | say that the conm ssioners were
selected froma pool of nearly 200 applicants. Sone
people did apply, sone people were recomended by
menbers of this -- of the community. And so out of
that pool, the conmttee that was established, headed
by ECOMAS and co-chaired by the United Nations, had to
sel ect 15 distinguished Liberians of diverse
backgrounds, orientations, and all of that.

That's how Conm ssioner Qunmu Syllah canme in
as a nurse and as an HV counselor. | need not
enphasi ze the role counseling plays in a post conflict
society |like ours.

So this is the full conplenment of the
Comm ssion; and | am of course, Jerone Verdier. |'ma
| awyer by profession, and Ahned has said a | ot of
t hi ngs about ne. W've got --

Ladi es and gentl enen, again, we are honored
by your presence and your support, and with the

authority in ne vested, | wsh to formally declare the
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hearings of the Liberian TROC in the D aspora now
convening in Mnnesota formally open.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF:  Thank you. Thank you
all.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank you. Be seated, please.

| told you so. | told you about
Jerone Verdier.

And so -- Well, at this point, just as the
chai rman has declared the hearings formally opened, |
woul d just like, M. Chairman, wth your perm ssion,
with the perm ssion of the Conm ssion, to take a five
m nute break so we can reset our stage and then
reconvene.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The ant hens.

MR. AHMED SI RLEAF: Yes, we cone to that.
But before we do that, we would like to honor Liberia
and honor the United States by singing the two national
anthens. And, therefore, | will again ask you to
pl ease rise and join nme in singing the Liberian
Nat i onal Anthem first.

(The Liberian National Anthem is played.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Now we'll go to the U S.
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Nat i onal Ant henm.

(The United States National Anthem is
pl ayed.)

(Appl ause.)

MR. AHVED SI RLEAF: Thank you. Thank you.
This is a quick five mnute recess so that we can reset
our stage and then we wll reconvene. Please, just
five mnutes. W will be very strict in enforcing
that. Thank you.

(Proceedings recessed from 11:19 a.m to

11: 38 a.m)
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