Table of contents

Acknowledgments
Preface
Table of Acronyms

Chapter One. Executive Summary
Background
Setting the Stage for Conflict
A Human Rights and Humanitarian Crisis: Liberia 1979-2003
The Diaspora Experience
Overview of Recommendations from Diaspora TRC Statements
Chapter Two. Priority Recommendations
Addressing the Immediate Needs of Victims
Addressing the Immediate Needs of Refugees and the Displaced
Addressing the Immediate Needs of Special Populations
Ensuring Civil and Political Rights Are Guaranteed Immediately
Ensuring Justice and Ending Impunity
Addressing Corruption
Ensuring Economic and Social Rights and Development
Implementation of TRC Recommendations
Taking Steps toward Reconciliation
United States & International Community Action
Chapter Three. Diaspora Project Overview and Methods
History and Goals
Management and Operation
Pre-implementation Considerations
Project Activities and Methodologies
Chapter Four. Background on Liberia and the Conflict
Geography and Peoples
Key Features of Liberian Culture
Historical Overview
Root Causes of the Conflict

Chapter Five. Human Rights Abuses During the Rice Riots and Doe Era

Rice Riots and Aftermath: 1979-1980
Samuel K. Doe Era: 1980-1989

Chapter Six. Tactics and Fighting Factions During the Liberian Civil War

Combatants and Fighting Forces
Communications and Information Gathering
Manipulation of the Media

Chapter Seven. Liberia’s First Civil War: 1989 — 1997

vii

Xiv
XV

109
111
118
121
127



NPFL Invasion: December 24, 1989
Rise of the Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL)
First Battle for Monrovia: July 1990
Deployment of ECOMOG
“Operation Octopus:” October 1992
Rise of Other Factions
Akosombo Agreement: 1994
Abuja I: August 1995 and the April 6, 1996 War
Abuja II: August 1996
Chapter Eight. Liberia’s Second Civil War: 1997 — 2003
Background: The Election of Chatrles Taylor
Camp Johnson Road: September 1998
LURD Invasion: September 2000
“World Wars I, 11, and III:” Summer 2003
Rise of MODEL
Chapter Nine. Child Soldiers
Demographic Characteristics of Child Soldiers
Recruitment of Child Soldiers
Experiences of Child Soldiers
Chapter Ten. Women
Pre-existing Factors: The Role of Women in Liberian Society
Gender-Based Violence during the Conflict
Gender-Based Violence in Flight from the Conflict
Displacement
Impact of Sexual Violence
Status of Women in Liberia Today
Chapter Eleven. Complicating Factors
External Actors
Conflict Resources
Chapter Twelve. Role of the United States
Our Fair Share: U.S. Commercial Interests in Liberia
“The Height of U.S. Involvement:” Military and Foreign Policy Expediency
“Betrayed Twice:” U.S. Omissions during the Civil War
Chapter Thirteen. “Everyone Scattered:” Experiences of the Liberian Diaspora
Flight
Refuge
Buduburam Refugee Settlement - Life in Limbo
Refugee Resettlement in the United States
Asylum
Temporary Protected Status
Life after Resettlement
Damaging the Fabric of Liberian Society: Ongoing Impact of the War
“A House with Two Rooms”

viii

129
140
143
149
154
158
162
165
168
181
183
188
190
192
193
201
204
206
209
225
228
234
246
247
247
252
263
265
269
283
286
287
289
301
303
320
327
337
338
340
342
301
367



The Return
Chapter Fourteen. Recommendations Submitted to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Liberia
Introduction
Liberia’s International Legal Obligations
Section 1. Reparations for Affected Individuals and Communities
Section II. Recommendations Related to Refugees in the West African Sub-Region
Section I11. Civil and Political Rights
Section I'V. Ending Impunity for Violations 1979-2003
Section V. Corruption
Section VI. Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Section VII. Non-discrimination Measures Related to Minorities and Women
Section VIII. Implementation and International Support
Section IX. Recommendations Related to Liberians Residing in the United States
Conclusion

Appendices

A. Commissioners of the Liberian TRC

B. International Law and Liberian International Legal Obligations

C. Protections for Refugees in International Law

D. Key Events in Liberian History from 1979 to 2003

E. TRC Diaspora Project Memorandum of Understanding

F. Listing of Pro Bono Management and Advisory Committee Members
G. Lessons Learned from the Diaspora Project

H. Descriptive Statistics for Statement Givers in the Diaspora

I. Public Hearings Witnesses by U.S. State of Residence

Photo Legend

X

374

399
401
402
405
425
429
445
453
456
465
477
486
496

513
519
551
565
573
585
589
597
603

606



