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Children's Program:

Looking Forward
New Staff, New Opportunities

Minnesota Advocates recently wel-
comed Kathleen Murphy and Valerie
Tremelat to the Children's Human
Rights Program. Kathleen joined
Minnesota Advocates as the
Children's Program Director; she isa
licensed attorney and a masters-pre-
pared certified public health nurse.
Kathleen brings expertise in the areas
of program management and health
care for children and pregnant women.
Valerie, the program's new Associ-
ate, is a licensed attorney with expe-
rience representing homeless persons
and advocating for affordable hous-
ing.

The focus of the Children’s Human
Rights Program currently includes
projects relating to children’s health
andexploitative child labor. The Child
Survival Project is an international
. humanrightsadvocacy project funded
by the Ford Foundation. It utilizes
- research, documentation, and advo-
cacy to expose and combat excessive
rates of preventable child deaths as
human rights violations in Uganda,

Mexico and the United States. The
* final phase of this project will involve
_ follow-up initiatives in the three par-
_ticipating countries based on the find-
"ings from the in-country research,
workshops, and training programs

Conducted during the project’s first
Children, continued on p. i

5tH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION!

Attracting women, girls, men and boys across Minnesota

Atthisyear's International Women's Day Celebration, held on March4, 2000,
adiverse group of people came together to learn about issues affecting women
and girls in Minnesota and around the world. The celebration was presented
by Minnesota Advocates, the Minnesota Women's Foundation, the law firm
of Briggsand Morgan, and more than 50 local organizations. Over 600 people
attended the day at the St. Paul Student Center of the University of Minnesota,
and 150 individuals volunteered their time to make the eventa huge success.
Even the U.S. Post Office joined in, offering a stamp cancellation of their
Patricia Roberts Harris stamp with original Jane Evershed artwork and the
words ‘International Women’s Day Station, March 4, 2000 inked across
envelopes and programs.

See additional details and photos on p. 8

The Muslim Women's Speakers Bureau was one
of the many groups that had a display table.
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James Dorsey was elected Chair of the Board in January 2000. Jim was
one of the founding members of Minnesota Advocates and has been
involved with the human rights movement in South Africa and Central
America. Jim is an attorney with Fredrikson & Byron in Minneapolis.

Dear Minnesota Advocates Members:
Good things are happening at Minnesota Advocates.

New Leadership

The Board of Directors of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is pleased to
announce that Lynn Thomas has been named Executive Director and will begin
her new position inmid-April. Lynn isjoining us from Washington, D.C., where
she has worked for the past several years on rule-of-law, judicial reform, and
public security in peace operations, most recently for the Balkans Task Force of
the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Prior to moving to
Washington, Lynn managed the Minnesota office of the international relief
organization CARE for six years. Lynn says, “I am delighted to be returning to
Minnesota. Since its establishment, I have watched Minnesota Advocates
develop into an internationally recognized and respected humanrights organiza-
tion. I am excited about the future direction of Minnesota Advocates and am
eager to participate in solidifying the organization as an effective and strong
advocate for humanrights, unique in its position as Midwest-based and precedent-
setting in its programs.”

New Vision for a New Millennium

Board member Katherine Fennelly and Women's Advisory Board member
Arvonne Fraser have been leading a comprehensive strategic planning effort to
redefine the mission of Minnesota Advocates. Their Vision Team and consultants
have been hard at work since a “Visioning Conference” drew 60 people in
December. During January and February, the consultants interviewed internal
and external stakeholders about human rights needs over the next five years.
Together with the board and staff, the team is now using the data from these
interviews to construct the future vision for the organization.

Programming

As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, the organization’s programs are
thriving. Women’s Program staff members Robin Phillips and Elisabeth Duban
have recently returned from a trip to document domestic violence issues
throughout Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Kathleen Murphy, a lawyer and
registered nurse, joined Minnesota Advocates as the new Children’s Program
Director and will be leaving shortly for Uganda to continue the work of the Child
Survival Project. Valerie Tremelat, the new Children's Program Associate, will
be working with Kathleen on child mortality and child labor issues. The Partners
in Human Rights Education Program is beginning anew initiative in East St. Paul
and is piloting a new child survival curriculum in five Midwestern cities. The
Refugee and Immigrant Program continues to do excellent work representing
asylum seekers and educating the community about immigrant issues.

Asyou see, the organization continues to grow from strength to strength. We look
forward to your continuing support and involvement with our work promoting and
protecting human rights here in Minnesota and around the world.

April 2000
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A LILLIE SUBURBAN NEWSPAPER

EVIEW

Reprinted with permission

Think you could teach kids about human rights? If so,
your volunteer help is wanted for some East Side schools

by Scott Nichols

A number of East Side schools are
soon going to be pul under an intense,
human rights microscope, possibly as
soon as this year. '

Parents with kids at Johnson High,
Cleveland Middle, and Dayton’s Bluff,
Phalen Lake and East Consolidated
elementary schools can rest assured that
their kids aren’t the target of anything
untoward or inhumane, however.

Kids at those 'schools are going to
have the opportunity to learn about
human rights as a part of an education
effort being promoted by two
Minneapolis-based agencies, including
the largest Midwestern nonprofit that
deals with human rights outside of
government offices, the Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights, and the
University of Minnesota’s Human Rights
Center.

Using as their framework the United
Nation's Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the tutors for the agencies’
Partners Program have been going to
metro area schools since 1992, helping
kids to understand exactly what human
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rights are, and what responsibilities come
with them.

This is the first time that a number of
East Side schools would be taking part in
the programming, historically proffered
by the group more often by invitation of
an interested teacher than through school
outreach by program staff.

Program coordinator Johanna Ronnei
says that human rights education can be
taught to kids early, if one knows what to
focus on.

“You don’t talk about torture and
executions with kindergartners,” says
Ronnei, noting that at that age relating
other issues like empowerment is more
appropriate. “Empathy is a really
important part of human rights.”

Even at young ages, she says, kids can
sometimes have an acutely developed
sense of what’s “fair,” which can be used
as an easy way lo broach issues of
poverty, health care, or homelessness.

Although the program’s voluntcer
tutors have been in metro area schools for
much of the last decade, and one teacher
at Phalen Lake pursued the training for
her third-grade class last year, the

concentrated East Side effort is a new
thing for the program, which is aiming to
grab as many as 45 East Side volunteers
with “an awareness of the neighborhood
they live in,” she says.

The reason is largely pragmatic: even
if they don’t have kids in their local
school, volunteer trainers may be more
able, willing, and commitied to help the
local kids as a matter of neighborhood
pride.

“We wanted purposely to focus on a
neighborhood that was economically
disadvantaged, and also a neighborhcod
that has some programming and support
that we could tap into,” Ronnei says,
indicating that if the volunteer recruitment
drive and corresponding school
progr ing are d d a success, the
program could expand into other
neighborhoods.

The program has already received
neighborhood support from the Eastside
Family Center, which is helping the
program to coordinate the cffort and
stump for volunteers.

“The Eastsidc Family Center sces a
real need for this on the East Side,” says

To help out:

What: The East Partners Program
and Eastside Family Center will hold an
informational dinner and volunteer drive
to find area adults to teach human rights
subjects in East Side schools. The
dinner is free.

Where: Phalen Lake Elementary
School, 1089 Cypress St.

When: Maich 2, from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. :

Questions: Call the Partners
Program at (612) 341-3302.

the center’s coordinator, Roger Meyer. “|
think a lot of people think of human rights
(violations) as something that happens in
poor countries.”

Meyer says that the East Side has
become a massive melting pot, especially
at the elementary school level, and that
any human rights training or education
that kids receive could only help them
interact with each other.

“If you want to see the future of the
East Side, drive by ECON at
recess—drive by Dayton’s Bluff,” says
Meyer.
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STOP MILITARY AID TO COLOMBIA

In January, President Clinton introduced an “emergency supplemental” aid package to Colombia , a war-
torn country named by Ammesty International as the worst human rights violator in the hemisphere. The
proposed U.S. aid package to Colombia is moving quickly through Congress. On March 9, the House
Appropriations committee approved the aid package, and the entire House is expected to debate and vote
on H.R. 3908, the 2000 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act, at some time in the near future.

The following is an excerpt of a document by Lisa Haugaard of the Latin America Working Group and Adam Isacson of the
Center for International Policy. For the entire text and additional information on this issue, please see CIP's website at
www.ciponline.org/colombia. Other organizations working on this issue include Amnesty International (www.amnesty-
usa.org) and the U.S. Committee for Refugees (www.refugees.org).

Colombia’s military and police are already the world’s third-largest recipients of U.S. assistance, with arms and training
growing from about $65 million in 1996 to nearly $300 million in 1999. Though purportedly for counternarcotics only, the
proposed aid will greatly increase the U.S. financial commitment to Colombia’s army, and will bring the United States still
closer to involvement in a complicated and deep-tooted conflict that has little to do with drugs. Fighting between the
Colombian military, leftist guerrillas and right-wing paramilitaries has escalated enormously since the mid-1990s, killing
thousands and forcing over 1 million people from their homes, creating a humanitarian crisis of global proportions.

Causes for Concern in the Current Appropriations Package

Its effect on Colombia’s peace process. Colombia’s president, Andrés Pastrana, has made the pursuit of a negotiated
end to the conflict the centerpiece of his term in office so far. The talks are still in a fragile phase, and infusing hundreds
of millions of dollars in military aid risks weakening the process by radicalizing anti-peace elements on both sides.

Its effect on human rights. Despite some steps taken by the Pastrana Administration to dismiss high-level officers
involved in human rights abuses, concerns remain strong over the Colombian military’s human rights record. Most center
on the army’s continuing connections to paramilitary units, groups that, according to the Colombian Commission of Jurists,
were responsible for 78 percent of violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in 1999.

The growing overlap between counternarcotics and counterinsurgency. Policymakers insist that all new military aid
will be dedicated to the war on drugs. The drug war and Colombia’s real war overlap significantly, as years of drug
fumigation have pushed Colombian coca-growers deeperinto guerrilla-controlled territory, and the training the U.S. provides
the Colombian army can be applied easily to counter-guerrilla operations.

Its blindness to the paramilitary role in drug trafficking. The strategy behind the Colombia package assumes that
attacking the guerrillas will cut down the drug trade, as guerrillas tax coca growers in areas under their control. Paramilitaries
also tax the drug trade, and the head of the paramilitaries, Carlos Castano, was identified by the DEA as a major trafficker.

Its continuation of a misguided policy. If the U.S. really has $1 billion to spend on the anti-drug effort in Colombia, it
should be part of a long-term effort to eliminate the reasons why Colombians choose to cultivate drugs in the first place.
State neglect of rural areas, a nonexistent rule of law, and a lack of economic infrastructure and opportunity not only explain
the flourishing drug trade; they also account in part for the proliferation of armed groups in Colombia’s countryside.

FION - CALL YOUR REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATORS AND ASK THEM To:

1) Oppose military aid to Colombia
2) Support positive amendments that
Strengthen Colombian government investigations into human rights violations and drug trafficking;
Support peace initiatives;
Include human rights conditionality and monitoring of security assistance;
Support alternative development and other economic assistance; and
Provide relief for the displaced.
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“Pro Bono Opportunities for
Promoting Children’s Rights”

April 7, 2000
12 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Dorsey & Whitney L.L.P.

Pillsbury Center South Tower, 12% Floor

220 South 6™ Street, Minneapolis

O(Daﬂ,o, to get invofoed...

. Advocacy
. Education & Training
. Technical Assistance

....in the United States, Mexico and Uganda

RSVL to Allison at 612-341-3302 or
hrights@mnadvocates.org

Through the generosity of Dorsey & Whitney,
lunch will be provided.
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REFUGEE PROTECTION ACT

Recently in Minnesota, a Sri Lankan Tamil woman, accompanied by her two young children, were detained
by the INS at the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport while in transit to Canada. The family was fleeing
persecution and torture in Sri Lanka. Although the woman had no intention of remaining in the United States and was
planning to apply for political asylum in Canada where she had family, the INS detained the woman and her children
because they did nothave the proper travel documents. The woman was senttoajail in Rice County while her children
were detained in Chicago at a juvenile detention facility. During the four months the family was incarcerated, the
woman suffered extreme emotional distress over separation from her children, while her children were upset and
frightened over the separation from their mother.

In 1996, Congress made dramatic changes to this country’s immigration laws. One such change was the
introduction of “expeditedremoval.” Inthe past, asylumseekers had the right to present their cases before professional
immigration judges. Expeditedremoval, however, allows INS officials at airports and border crossings to immediately
detain and deportrefugees who arrive in the U.S. without valid documents. This 1996 law has had a devastating effect
on individuals fleeing persecution by denying them the fundamental right to due process.

The Refugee Protection Act, introduced in the Senate on November 17,1999 and sponsored by a bipartisan
group of Senators, eliminates the use of expedited removal except when the Attorney General declares an immi gration
emergency. The Act also states that although asylum seekers may be detained when necessary, detention is not
mandatory and asylum applicants can be paroled while their claims are reviewed. F inally, the Actestablishes a “good
cause” exception to the one year filing deadline for asylum claims, thereby removing the existing provision in the law
requiring that asylum seekers prove “changed and/or extraordinary circumstances.”

The Act s scheduled to be introduced in the House of Representatives shortly. We encourage you to contact
Minnesota’s Senators and Representatives and urge them support the Refugee Protection Act so that bonafide asylum

- seekers, many who are forced to travel with false documents, are not turned away from the U.S. This country has a
great tradition of protecting individuals seeking refuge here, and the Refugee Protection Act will ensure that fair and
humane procedures are made an integral part of this country’s immigration policies.

FORCED REPATRIATION OF HMONG REFUGEES
New Working Group Forming

Yolunteers Needed

The last Hmong refugee camp in Thailand closed at the
end of 1999, forcing the repatriation of hundreds of
Hmong refugees to Laos. Many refugees had been in
the camps since their flight from Laos in the mid-1970s.
Reports by returnees to family members in Minnesota
haveraised concerns about possible human rights viola-
tions. Notwithstanding the assurances of United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and
U.S. State Department officials, family members con-
tinue to fear for the safety of their family members now
in Laos.

ents served through representation: 624

Number of clients receiving brief service and advice: 201

, L o New cases accepted for full répresentation: 92.
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rightsis establishing s ' P p : '

a working group to document the conditions of Hmong

-Numbe:' of chents grantcd asylum {reported cases): 63 .
returnees to Laos. Anyone interested in serving on this ! : ' o

new working group should contact Michele Garnett,
Refugee & Immigrant Program Staff Attorney, at(612)

341-3302 or mgarnett@mnadvocates.org.

April 2000
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Estimated va‘lﬁéibf volunteer attofng:y--hours: $ 1-,280,000
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Minnesota Advocates Celebrates Asylum Victories!

Refugee & Asylum Project volunteer attorneys have been busy winning asylum for their clients this winter! Jay
Brunner, Wayne Krohnke, Scott Rauser and Ellen Gavin successfully litigated their clients’ applications for asylum
before the Immigration Court. Edward Russel, Elizabeth Glidden, Ben Casper, Mary Rice, JeffKeyes and Julie Fishel
received notice of approval of their clients’ applications for asylum by the Asylum Office. Special congratulations to
Ellen Wiese, who won asylum in two cases this winter, and to David Rubenstein and Helen Woodward, through whose
efforts an entire family’s separate asylum applications have now been approved.

Over sixty individuals were granted asylum during 1999 through the extraordinary efforts of our volunteer attorneys.
Thanks to our volunteers, asylum seekers from Liberia, Guinea, Ethiopia, Somalia, Cameroon and Yemen now have

refugee protection in the United States.

Refugee & Immigrant Program Holds

Celebration of Community and Diversity

On December 2, 1999, the Refugee and Immigrant Pro-
gram hosted its third annual 'Celebration of Community and
Diversity.' Proceeds from the event support the Refugee
and Immigrant Program, including the B.I.A.S. (Building
Immigrant Awareness and Support) Project and the Asy-
lum Project. Many thanks to those who contributed to the
success of this year’s celebration.

Food and beverages were provided by.

Dunn Bros. Coffee « First Wok » Jerusalem’s Restaurant Jewel of India

KWok = Los Gallos » The Moghals * New Chili Time Cafe * Rainbow
foods * Seafood Palace * Sinbad’s o Summit Brewing Co.

Silent auction items were provided by:
Amazon Book Store « Aveda * Aziz Osman * Babani’s Kurdish
Restaurant « Birchwood Cafe = Black Forest Inn * Boca Chica
Bonnie and Bobbie’s Nubian Dresses  The Brave New Workshop
Buca di Beppo « (afé Latte « Campiello’s Restaurant * Caravan Serai
Cedar Cultural Center » Chanhassen Dinner Theatres Chiapas Restaurant
Davanni’s Pizza + David Parker » D’Amico & Partners * Don Pablo’s
Mexican Restaurant + Emily’s Lebanese Deli » Ethnic Dance Theatre
Gifts Made by Hand « Golf Galaxy * Guthrie Theater Company
Haskell’s « Heaven-Hi Originals « Jawaahir Dance Company
Joe’s Garage * Lagoon Cinema o Lee’s Family Buffet » Leeann Chin
Lucia’s  Marino’s Restaurant « Minnesota Center for Shiatsu Study
Mimi’s African Art Gallery » Moscow on the Hill « Nestingen Design
Old Log Theatre » Pangea World Theater » Patina’s  Planet
Hollywood * The Ruminator * Sawatdee Sidney’s * Ten Thousand
Villages « Theitre de la Jeune Lune Lorongo Flamenco Dance Theatre

We hope you enjoyed the celebration, and hope to see
you again next year.
page 6 * OBSERVER

B.LA.S. PROJECT TAKES
EDUCATION ON THE ROAD

The B.ILA.S. Project has been on the road recently,
traveling throughout the metro area and in Greater Minne-
sota to educate Minnesotans on immigration issues.

The B.I.A.S. Project recently conducted an educator
training in New Ulm. The daylong training, “Immigration
to Minnesota: 1800 to Today” was presented in conjunc-
tion with the Minnesota History Center. Karla Stone, ESL
teacher and Project volunteer, and Therese Gales of the
B.LA.S. Project staff presented on recent immigration to
Minnesota and on special considerations in dealing with
immigrant students. Jennifer Goldman of the History
Center conducted a session on methods to educate about
Minnesota’s immigration history. Educators from 15
Minnesota schools attended the daylong session.

The Project reached 40 educators from 30 Minnesota
schools with a training conducted through the Minnesota
Council for the Social Studies. The Project was also
invited to present at a staff development day at Richfield
Public Schools, during which educators from the district
participated inactivities linking their own families’ immi-
grant stories with the experiences of current Immigrants.
Educators also explored the myths and facts of immigra-
tionas wellasU.S.immigration policy. Therese Galesand
staff attorney Michele Garnett conducted the training.

The B.I.A.S. Project participated in a recent training for
service providers on immigration conducted through the
Resource Center of the Americas, and project staff also
presented at a Minnetonka League of Women Voters
forum on immigration.

April 2000



Benefit Concert Supports Minnesota Advocates’
One School at a Time Project to Combat Child Labor

More than 150 music lovers and supporters of Minnesota Advocates’ Campaign to End Forced and Exploitative
Child Labor gathered for a benefit concert at the Penumbra Theater on March 11. Tharks to the generous
donations of time and talent by musicians Michael Monroe, the Madeleine Hart Band and Lyrés, concert-goers
were treated to an excellent sampling of the best from the local music scene.

Michael Monroe opened the evening of entertainment with his interpretation of the “one man show”, Using a
variety of instruments, including the midi guitar, a bamboo flute, and a high-tech recorder, Monroe created beautiful
songs with rich vocals. Madeleine Hart and her band of highly accomplished musicians played both upbeat songs
and soulful ballads all interwoven with powerful lyrics written and sung by Hart. Lyros, featuﬁng Geoff Jones,
Leigh Gregory, David Hodges and Giorge Pettus, mixed movement, dance, and free-form vocals to create an
Inspiring, joyful performance that blended new age, R & B, and jazz music with visual reminders of the sleek
dance moves of Motown groups from the fifties and sixties.

Minnesota Advocates would like to extend a special thank you to the musicians: Michael Monroe, Madeleine Hart,
Richard Grossman, Greg F leming-Wolfe, Holly Circle, Jimmy Steffen, James Plattes, David Harris, Mathew
Rappaport, Tony Guscetti, and Lyros: Geoff Jones, Leigh Gregory, Giorge Pettus, and David Hodges. Thank you
also to Michael Wangen from the Penumbra Theater, Lisa Leach from the Winsor Corporation, Debra Meuller
from Debra Meuller management, Doug Thompson from Wallace Carlson Printing, Total Music Systems for the
donation of the sound equipment, Dunn Brothers Coffee and Scandia Bakery for cookies and coffee at
intermission, ushers Shereen Sabet and Anne Moder, and all the members of the Volunteer Committee to End
Exploitative and Forced Child Labor who helped publicize this event, sell tickets, and attended and assisted in the
creation of a wonderful evening of music and fun!

Nepalese students at the Sanku
village school, opened as part of
the One School at a Time project.

Photo by Annie Williams
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International
Women's

Day
Continuedfromp.l

Comments from participants about
their favorite parts of the celebration
included: “Iliked being with wonder-
ful women,” “Everything I went to
was great,” “I didn’t want it to end,”
“I liked the combination of art and
performance withissuesrelated pan-
els, and workshops,” and “I hadn’t
realized how many resources there
are in Minnesota for women and
[humanrights] activism.”

This event improves every year with
increasing support from the commu-
nity. We will begin organizing next
year’s event this summer. If you are
mterested in participating in the plan-
ning committee, please contact
Malinda Schmiechen.

Thank you!

Brian Hustoles, Patty Robey, Kara
Koehler, and the students and staff of
the St. Paul Student Center.

Jane Evershed for her support and for
allowing us to use “The Great Leap of
Faith” painting as our logo.

Marcy Stein

Luella Greene and Eleanor Otterness
for providing visual displays and the
Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom for decorating.

ReliaStar Foundation
for printing the flyers and programs!!

Food Donations: Acme Deli, Blimpies,
Café & Deli, Café Latte, Casablanca, Coca
ColaBottling MidwestInc., Danish Pastry
Shop, Dinkydale Deli, General Mills, Isles
Buns and Coffee Co., Kowalski’s Market/
St.Paul, Lund’s/St. Paul, Old Dutch, Peace
Coffee, Sam’s Club, Schlotsky’s Delis in
Eagan, Edina, St. Louis Park and
Woodbury, Seward Café, Tower Grocery,
Trotter’s Café & Bakery, Twin City Bagel,
Wedge Community Co-op

page8 ¢ OBSERVER

Nadifa Osman and Therese Gales prepare for the plenary panel
discussion on struggles and successes of the past century, and
progress in the coming millennium for Minnesota communities.

Julia Dinsmore entertained participants
with songs about women and social change.

Many thanks to our volunteers!

Zehra Ansari, Majd Amad, Soraya Amra, Sonya Austin, Tara Barenok, Monique Barnes,
Katherine Barton, Shelly Bertrand, SheilaBland, Nancy Bothne, Joan Brzezinski, Audrey Carr,
Maria Cheng, Tony Cherry, Bounna Chhun, Farzana Chowdhury, Carolyn Collins, Charlotte
Cook, Marcy Copeland, Destaye Crawford, Annie Cull, Marilyn Cuneo, Julia Dinsmore,
DrumHeart Studio, Shannon Duffy, Guin Ellsworth, Emily Farrell, Elizabeth F lannigan, Keelyn
Friesen, Mary Gaines, Nancy Galatowitsch, Amber Genetzky, Kathleen Graham, Cori
Greenwood, Kathryn Haddad, Jackie Hansen, Grace Harkness, Sara Hartfeldt, KhadraHassan,
Ellen Hatch, llean Her, Lois Herman, Laura Hunt, Mary Hunt, Joan lannotta, Bunny Jaakola,
Elizabeth Jaakola, Diane Jarvi, Cheryl Jenkins, Carol Johnson, Michelle Johnson, Rachel
Johnson, Marlene Kayser, Diane Knust, April Knutson, Kim Kokett, Annie Krick, Kelly
Kugler, Elaine LaCanne, Kristine Lizdas, Regina McGoff, Martha Malinski, Mary Maas,
Meghan Mahar, Carole Martin, Andrea Meendering, Charity Tatah Mentan, Jane Mikulezky,
Yer Mollie, Mai Neng Moua, Corrine Nabigon, Amy Ostergaard, Marlys Otis, Outrageous
Women on an Outrageous Mission, Suzanne Peterson, Junauda Petrus, Morgan Piper, Naima
Richmond, Sharon Rice Vaughan, Meredith Ricketts, Connie M. Roehrich, Norma Rowe, Susie
Schweigert, Dr. Linda Urrutia Scott-Halverson, Rachel Sibley, Patricia Shannon, Donna
Sherlock, Stefanie Suerer, Sandra Szymoniak, Kelly Telech, Cheryl Thomas, Robbie Weisel,
Nicole Willis-Grimes, Dede Wolfson, Nou Yongvang, Amal Yusuf, Shahnaz Yusuf
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I5TH ANNUAL ASYLUM TRAINING CONFERENCE

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2000

Minnesota Advocates’ Fifteenth Annual Asylum training seminar — long recognized as one of the finest asy-
lum irairljr_lg programs in the country — brings together national experts on asylum law and policy, including
representatives from the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Executive Office of Immigration
Review, academia, and the immigration bar to cover asylum law and procedures, and to highlight recent
changes in asylum law and regulations. The conference will address cutting-edge issues in international and
domestic law, country and human rights documentation, the asylum officer interview, removal hearings, appel-
late procedure, techniques for interviewing clients and a summary of recent developments in asylum law.
Breakout sessions cover social service needs of refugees, detention issues, working with torture victims and
gender-based asylum. There will be a hands-on question and answer session about preparing your first asylum
application and practice tips on representing a client in removal hearings. The Conference will feature both
Basic and Advanced Tracks.

This full-day conference provides A-to-Z training in handling asylum claims for volunteers, students and immigra-
tion practitioners. No background experience in immigration or human rights law is necessary. This seminar
serves as a recruiting and training tool for pro bono attorneys, legal assistants and law students interested in
handling asylum cases.

REGISTRATION
(please register by May 26!)

Seminar Tuition: (please check one)

Enclosed is my fee of $150, I cannot take a pro bono case this year.
Enclosed is-my fee of $100, | will take a pro bono asylum case this year.
Enclosed is my fee of $50, | am a staff member of a non-profit organization.

Enclosed is my fee of $25, | am a law student at .
| cannot attend the conference but would like the conference materials. Enclosed is my check for $25.

ooooo

Name:
Firm;
Address:

Phone (a.m.) (p-m.)
Fax Email
I am planning to attend: Track I: Basics ~ Track II: Advanced

The Asylum Conference will be held at the University of Minnesota Law School: 229 - 19th Avenue So., Minneapolis, MN

Please send completed registration to:  Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights
Attn: Asylum Conference
310 Fourth Avenue S., Suite 1000
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1012
Fax to: 612-341-2971
For more information, call 612-341-3302



TO BE AMUSLIM IN MINNESOTA
by Nahid Kahn

Where are you from?
they ask me,

by way of introduction,
instead of,,

Hello, I'm so-and-so,

and very glad to meet you.

Where are you from?

they ask me.

Total strangers in public places.

New acquaintances in private gatherings.
I wonder why.

Is it my brown skin they see,
that tells them
I must have come from afar?

Or is it my choice of dress,
worn to worship the One?

It covers my body,

not me.

But is that all they see?

Is it merely that which tells them
I must have come from afar?

Is it my name

—not Amy or Debbie or Linda or Kristen—
but Nahid,

that tells them

I must have come from afar?

Where are you from?

they ask me.

They want answers.

They think they're being friendly.
I feel like I'm being interrogated.

Where were you born?

some ask.

London, I tell them.

They are awed,

although it's not what they expected.

Where is your family?

others ask.

Toronto, I tell them.

They are impressed,

although it's not what they expected.
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What are you, originally?
asked the college student at Purdue

—an island rising out of a sea of Indiana cornfields—

80, on that occasion, I said Indian.
She looked me up and down,
perplexed at my hijab-clad form;
then asked,

What tribe?

Where were you, before you came to Minnesota?

I'm asked.

Washington state I answer

to looks of disappointment.

It's not the direction they expected
and not far enough to be of interest.

What is your background?

people ask.

Sometimes I tell them,

My parents are from Pakistan.
They say,

You must be homesick.

I've never been to Pakistan or India,
but I long for a place to call home.

Is your family all right?

they ask me,

referring to whatever Muslim country
is in todays news.

They want to know if I am affected
and what I think

and what I might do.

I wonder if they see me as the enemy.

Where are you from?

ask Americans:

white and black;

European-Americans and African-Americans,
Native Americans, Hispanic Americans

and Asian Americans.

Hyphenated Americans all.

They don't think I'm one of them.

No, I couldn't be American,

not a brown-skinned hijab-clad Muslim woman
named Nahid.

ok k

continued, p. 10

This poem was read by the author
at International Women's Day
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Continuedfromp. 9

Where are you from?

they ask me.

People from the land of my parents:

the Indian sub-continent.

They can't tell for sure.

My signals confuse them.

No Urdu accent comes out of my mouth.
No shalwar kameez covers my body.

No modest demeanor,

the way a woman should be.

I'm a brown-skinned woman who might be Indian or
Pakistani,

and they just want to know

if I'm one of them.

I always thought so,

but now I'm not so sure.

Where are you from?

Arabs ask me.

A hijab-clad Muslim woman must be a fellow Arab.
My signals confuse them.

No Arabic accent,

but they see I take an interest in them

and feel for their concerns,

and they just want to know

if I'm one of them.

I'm not but yet I am.
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Where are you from?

Iranians ask me.

When they hear my name they say,
It's Persian, you know.
AsifIdidn't.

A hijab-clad Muslim woman named Nahid must be
Persian.

The signals confuse them.

I don't have their accent

but I love their food.

They just want to know

if I'm one of them.

I'm not but yet I am.

Where are you from?

they ask me.

A one-word answer is all they want.

But I cannot be captured within one word.

Where are you from?

they ask me.

Where to begin to answer them?
Should I even try?

Where are you from?

they ask me.

Do they really want to hear the story of my life?
Do I really want to tell it,

tfo a stranger.

Il tell it to a friend.

Are you a friend,
orisitidle curiosity
that drives you to ask your questions?

After you've heard my story,
will you walk away
and forget you ever met me?

Where are you from?
they ask me.

Is that more important,
I wonder,

than who I am?

A previous version of this poem was first published in the
Spring/Summer 1999 issue (Vol. 1, No. 2) of Mizna, a
locally published journal of opinion, poetry, short stories,
essays and art by and about Arab Americans (P.O. Box
14294, Minneapolis, MN 55414/www.mizna.org).

This poem is published with permission of the author and
may not be re-printed without permission.
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two years. One follow-up initiative in the United States is
aschool-based curriculum called Survival: Every Child’s
Right, whichutilizes multi-disciplinary, interactive tech-
niques to raise students’ awareness of the importance of
equalaccess to health care, clean water, and food for child
survival in both developing and industrialized countries.
This curriculum will be piloted in schools across the
Midwest, with the ultimate objective of making it available
to teachers nationwide. Volunteer teachers are needed
to assist with piloting the curriculum.

In Uganda, the Child Survival Project will focus on
collaborating with local communities to support high-
impactprimary health care strategies as anational priority
—specifically with regard to combating malaria and other
preventable diseases in children. The project will also
advocate for equal access to health care and social
services for children in the rural areas. In Mexico, the
project will collaborate with local partners to correct the
inconsistencies and lack of disaggregated data in its child
health reporting so that it provides more informative
indicators about the status of children in marginalized
communities. The Project will also concentrate on sup-
porting local efforts to address the gross disparity between
indigenous children and non-indigenous children withre-
spect to the availability of basic resources for survival,
including food, sanitation, safe housing, and health care.

The Campaign Against Forced Child Labor seeks to
educateretailers and consumers about the harmful effects
of child labor and to promote opportunities for working
children to attend school. Through the One School at a
Time Project, Minnesota Advocates has formed a part-
nership with the village of Sankhu, Nepal, to support a
school for children who might otherwise find themselves
in the factories or brickyards of Kathmandu. The Cam-
paignissustained by a coalition of individual volunteers and
organizations (see article, p. 7).

For volunteer information, contact us at 341-3302:
Child Survival/Campaign Against Child Labor
Kathleen Murphy - kmurphy@mnadvocates.org

Valerie Tremelat - viremelat@mnadvocates.org

School-Based Human Rights Curriculum Pilot
Johanna Ronnei - jronnei@mnadvocates.org
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UPCOMING VOLUNTEER
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

ASYLUM CONFERENCE (see insert)

Minnesota Advocates will sponsor its fifteenth annual
Asylum Conference in Minneapolis on Friday, June 2,
2000, to be held at the University of Minnesota Law
School. This full day event provides A to Z training in
handling asylum claims for volunteers, students, and
immigration practitioners. National experts including
representatives from the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service, the Executive Office of Immi gration
Review, academia, and the immigration bar will provide
training onrecent changes in asylum law and regulations,
cutting edge issues in international and domestic law,
techniques for interviewing clients, country and human
rightsdocumentation, theasylum officerinterview, removal
proceedings, and resources available to torture victims.
Application will be made for 7 CLE credits.

CLE ON EXPEDITED REMOVAL AND DETENTION

The Refugee and Asylum Project is encountering an
increasing number of persons who have been apprehended
by the INS while attempting to enter the U.S. to apply for
asylum. Under new laws, these individuals are subject to
detention and expedited removal proceedings. Legal
representation in these cases is essential in order to
successfully navigate the complex asylum application
process. The Projectis hoping to train volunteer attorneys
to litigate these cases in immigration court. A training on
representing asylum seekers in expedited removal will be
held at Fredrikson & Byron on Wednesday, April 5 from
12to 1:30 p.m. Application will be made for 11/2 hours
CLE credit.

TRAINING ON HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN LIBERIA

A brown bag lunch and training on current human rights
conditions in Liberia will be held on Wednesday, June 28
from 12 to 1:30 p.m. Location TBA.

For registration and information, please contact
Refugee and Immigrant Program
Telephone 612-341-3302
Fax 612-341-2971
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