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Children's Program:

Looking Forward
New Staff, New Opportunities

Minnesota Advocates recently wel-
comed Kathleen Murphy and Valerie
Tremelat to the Children's Human
Rights Program. Kathleen joined
Minnesota Advocates as the
Children's Program Director; she isa
licensed attorney and a masters-pre-
pared certified public health nurse.
Kathleen brings expertise in the areas
of program management and health
care for children and pregnant women.
Valerie, the program's new Associ-
ate, is a licensed attorney with expe-
rience representing homeless persons
and advocating for affordable hous-
ing.

The focus of the Children’s Human
Rights Program currently includes
projects relating to children’s health
andexploitative child labor. The Child
Survival Project is an international
. humanrightsadvocacy project funded
by the Ford Foundation. It utilizes
- research, documentation, and advo-
cacy to expose and combat excessive
rates of preventable child deaths as
human rights violations in Uganda,

Mexico and the United States. The
* final phase of this project will involve
_ follow-up initiatives in the three par-
_ticipating countries based on the find-
"ings from the in-country research,
workshops, and training programs

Conducted during the project’s first
Children, continued on p. i

5tH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION!

Attracting women, girls, men and boys across Minnesota

Atthisyear's International Women's Day Celebration, held on March4, 2000,
adiverse group of people came together to learn about issues affecting women
and girls in Minnesota and around the world. The celebration was presented
by Minnesota Advocates, the Minnesota Women's Foundation, the law firm
of Briggsand Morgan, and more than 50 local organizations. Over 600 people
attended the day at the St. Paul Student Center of the University of Minnesota,
and 150 individuals volunteered their time to make the eventa huge success.
Even the U.S. Post Office joined in, offering a stamp cancellation of their
Patricia Roberts Harris stamp with original Jane Evershed artwork and the
words ‘International Women’s Day Station, March 4, 2000 inked across
envelopes and programs.

See additional details and photos on p. 8

The Muslim Women's Speakers Bureau was one
of the many groups that had a display table.
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James Dorsey was elected Chair of the Board in January 2000. Jim was
one of the founding members of Minnesota Advocates and has been
involved with the human rights movement in South Africa and Central
America. Jim is an attorney with Fredrikson & Byron in Minneapolis.

Dear Minnesota Advocates Members:
Good things are happening at Minnesota Advocates.

New Leadership

The Board of Directors of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is pleased to
announce that Lynn Thomas has been named Executive Director and will begin
her new position inmid-April. Lynn isjoining us from Washington, D.C., where
she has worked for the past several years on rule-of-law, judicial reform, and
public security in peace operations, most recently for the Balkans Task Force of
the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Prior to moving to
Washington, Lynn managed the Minnesota office of the international relief
organization CARE for six years. Lynn says, “I am delighted to be returning to
Minnesota. Since its establishment, I have watched Minnesota Advocates
develop into an internationally recognized and respected humanrights organiza-
tion. I am excited about the future direction of Minnesota Advocates and am
eager to participate in solidifying the organization as an effective and strong
advocate for humanrights, unique in its position as Midwest-based and precedent-
setting in its programs.”

New Vision for a New Millennium

Board member Katherine Fennelly and Women's Advisory Board member
Arvonne Fraser have been leading a comprehensive strategic planning effort to
redefine the mission of Minnesota Advocates. Their Vision Team and consultants
have been hard at work since a “Visioning Conference” drew 60 people in
December. During January and February, the consultants interviewed internal
and external stakeholders about human rights needs over the next five years.
Together with the board and staff, the team is now using the data from these
interviews to construct the future vision for the organization.

Programming

As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, the organization’s programs are
thriving. Women’s Program staff members Robin Phillips and Elisabeth Duban
have recently returned from a trip to document domestic violence issues
throughout Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Kathleen Murphy, a lawyer and
registered nurse, joined Minnesota Advocates as the new Children’s Program
Director and will be leaving shortly for Uganda to continue the work of the Child
Survival Project. Valerie Tremelat, the new Children's Program Associate, will
be working with Kathleen on child mortality and child labor issues. The Partners
in Human Rights Education Program is beginning anew initiative in East St. Paul
and is piloting a new child survival curriculum in five Midwestern cities. The
Refugee and Immigrant Program continues to do excellent work representing
asylum seekers and educating the community about immigrant issues.

Asyou see, the organization continues to grow from strength to strength. We look
forward to your continuing support and involvement with our work promoting and
protecting human rights here in Minnesota and around the world.
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