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Celebrating Minnesota’s
Growing Diversity

On December 3, 1998, more than 100 people attended the Refugee and Immigrant
Program’s second annual “Celebration of Community and Diversity” at the Brian
Coyle Community Center. This fundraising event again featured a silent auction,
food from 15 ethnic restaurants, and performances of music and dance. Atthe
event, clients, volunteers, staff, immigrant community members and other sup-
porters of Minnesota Advocates came together to celebrate our increasingly
diverse community. Everyone enjoyed the buffet of Chinese, Greek, Thai, Indian,
Somali, Ethiopian, South American and Mexican food. Many participants did
some holiday shopping at the silent auction, which included a wide range of items
including African dresses and art, Hmong handicraft, and gift certificates for
restaurants, theaters and dance classes.

The highlight of the evening was performances by the Nimely Pan Africa Dance
Company and Leo and Kathy Lara. The energetic dancers performed two sets of
traditional African dances attired in brightly colored costumes. The dancers were
accompanied by other members of the group who played the drums. At times the
room could hardly contain the acrobatics of the dancers! Leo and Kathy Lara
delighted the audience with several selections of Latin American music. At one
point, the performance became interactive when children and other members of
the audience were asked to play instruments.

The Refugee and Immigrant Program would like to thank everyone who -helped to

make the event so successful. In particular, we would like to thank: Michael
Davis, Jeff Larson, Kathleen Moccio, Rich Thomas & Teena Moy, Peter
Thompson, and the law firms of Ingber & Aronson and Julie Zimmer & Associ-
ates for their generous support of the Program,; the restaurants who donated the
delicious food; the 24 silent auction donors; Nimely Pan Africa Dance Company
and Leo and Kathy Lara; our Program volunteers; and the Brian Coyle Commu-
nity Center for the use of their facilities. Next year’s event is tentatively sched-
uledforDecember2, 1999.

Look inside on page 4 for photos from the celebration!

Fourth Annual Celebration of International Women's Day

~ Women's Voices

is fast approaching -- check out the insert for full details!

\/Mark your calendar

The 1999 Human Rights Awards
Dinner will be held on Thursday, June
3rd at the Minneapolis Hilton. This
15th Anniversary Awards Dinner
promises to be the best yet!

Implement the New
MH Grad Standards
By Teaching About
Immigration:

Minnesota’s new graduation stan-
dards are the latest talk in education
for the coming school year. Studying
the complex issues surrounding
immigration provides the ideal venue
to implement many of these new
classroom standards.

New Resource for Teachers:
Karla Stone, a local ESL educator and
B.I.A.S. Project volunteer, recently
compiled The Energy of a Nation:
Immigrants in America and
Minnesota’s Graduation Standards--
Connections to the Profile of
Learning, a document that aligns
these new Performance Packages with
the B.LA.S. Project’s curriculum The
Energy of A Nation: Immigrants in
America.

These and other educational materials
can be obtained by calling Therese
Gales of the B.ILA.S. Projectat 612-
341-3302.




Refugee and Immigrant
Program Welcomes
Faegre & Benson /
Fredrickson & Byron
NAPIL Equal Justice Fellow

M. Audrey Carr has joined the staff of
the Refugee and Immigrant Program as
aLegal Fellow. Audrey was born in
Liberia, and lived in several African
countries, Europe and Canada before
coming to the U.S. Following a career
in international business, Audrey
worked for the United Nations Develop-
ment Fund for Women (UNIFEM) in
New York and Africa. She received her
I.D. at St. Mary’s University School of
Law in San Antonio, Texas. During her
fellowship at Minnesota Advocates,
Audrey will work primarily on the
Refugee and Asylum Project.

Audrey is one of 70 National Associa-
tion of Public Interest Law Equal Justice
Fellows placed at non-profit agencies
throughout the country. Special thanks
to the law firms of Faegre & Bensen
and Fredrikson & Byron for making
Audrey’s fellowship possible.

Women's and Children's Programs
Welcome New Legal Fellow

Mary Winston Marrow has joined the
Minnesota Advocates staff working
with the Women's Program and
Children's Program. After graduating
from St. Olaf College, Mary served in
the Peace Corps in Togo, West Africa
for a maternal and child survival project.
Upon returning to the U.S., she worked
with social services in Anchorage,
Alaska, Mary subsequently attended
law school at the City University of
New York School of Law where she was
involved in the International Women's
Human Rights Law Clinic and interned
with the community Peace Foundation
in Cape Town, South Africa where she
developed a gender integration project.
Additionally, Ms. Marrow helped found
the Women's Caucus for Gender Justice
inthe International Criminal Court,

Welcome Audrey and Mary!
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Have Cause, Will Travel

Attention attorneys who travel to other countries-- Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights wants to talk with you!

Minnesota Advocates has projects and partnerships in 15 countries and works on
protecting human rights in over 20 others. When you make an extended trip, you
may have an opportunity to promote Minnesota Advocates' concerns and to
assist in-country rights groups. If you are interested, please contact Jack Rendler
at612-341-3302.

Got Miles?

If you are a frequent flyer, you may have more awarded miles than you can use.
Minnesota Advocates can put your extra miles to good use. Please consider
donating them to support our fact finding and training missions. Without such
help we cannot respond to many worthy requests. Contact Annie Williams at 612-
341-3302ifyoucanhelp. -

THANKYOU!

Enormous thanks to all of you who responded to our year-end fundraising appeal
or renewed your membership. Your support is crucial and much appreciated. We
are all very grateful,

Repeated Atrocities In Kosovo
- Demand Action

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights recently took action to condemn the
Racak village massacre of 45 ethnic Albanians, including elderly, all of whom
apparently were civilians. Recent history in Bosnia reminds us once again of the
painful lessons resulting from the slowness of the international community to
act. The murder and rape of innocents remains a bratal reality in the region.

It is time to heed the lessons learned from first-hand reports of the pervasive and
long-lasting disruption of the lives of tens of thousands of men, women and
children in Bosnia. Now is the time for the international community to act to stop
Kosovo from becoming another Bosnia.

“Once again innocent people are being killed, maimed and driven from their
homes for the purpose of ‘ethnic cleansing’ by Serbian forces under the control
of Slobodan Milosovic. And once again he is getting away with it. It’s time he
was stopped,” said Jack Rendler, Minnesota Advocates’ Executive Director.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights called upon the members of
Minnesota’s Congressional Delegation to insist that the National Security
Council and the United Nations do the following:

continued on next page
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- Ensure that chief war crimes prosecutor Louise
Arbour is able to persevere in the investigation of
war criminals at even the highest levels;

- Ensure that William Walker and the interna-
tional monitoring force remain in place and be
able to carry out their responsibilities to protect
human rights in Kosovo, unimpeded by Serbian
authorities;

- Designate the province of Kosovo as a UN
protectorate; and

- Provide for the safe return to their homes of
displaced persons in Kosovo.

Of the members of the Minnesota Congressional Delegation,
both Senators Wellstone and Grams serve on the Foreign
Relations Committee. Representative Bill Luther serves on
the International Relations Committee.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights has urged the
Minnesota Congressional Delegation to communicate these
concerns to Sandy Berger at the National Security Council
and to Kofi Annan at the United Nations. By insisting on the
enforcement of international law, the international community
can assure peace and security for all the people of the
Kosovo region.

Members Action Alert: Kosovo

Contact Senator Paul Wellstone, Senator Rod Grams and
Representative Bill Luther urging them to communicate your
concerns to the National Security Council and to the United
Nations.

Hon. Paul Wellstone
U.S. Senate

SH-136

Washington., DC20510

Hon.Rod Grams
U.S.Senate

SD-257

Washington, DC20510

Hon. Bill Luther

U.S. House of Rep.
117CHOB
Washington, DC20515

Thank you.
Your quick response matters.
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The Power of

Minnesota Advocates
Celebrates Fifteen
Years of Human Rights
Achievement

Ensuring judicial fairness through trial observations
in Romania and South Africa; exposing human
rights violations in Albania and North Korea;
bringing the regional conflict in Chiapas, Mexico to
the international forum; and supporting the effort to
hold Chile’s Angusto Pinochet accountable for
human rights atrocities -- these are just a few of the
accomplishments that punctuate the past 15 years
of service provided by Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights. To celebrate these achievements
and engage new human rights advocates, Minne-
sota Advocates launches its Power of 15 Anniver-
sary Campaign.

The strength of Minnesota Advocates has been the
activism and volunteerism of our members. In the
past 15 years, thousands of members and volun-
teers have made tremendous contributions to the
success of our work. In this spirit, the Power of 15
Campaign challenges each Minnesotan to provide
15 hours of service and 315 of support to the
human rights work of Minnesota Advocates. By
becoming a Human Rights Advocate, Minnesotans
can be national and international leaders in the
human rights movement.

Human rights are for everyone -- regardless of
where we live, what we look like and what we _
believe. The human rights movement crosses all
political, partisan and socioeconomic lines.
Whether through educating Minnesota students
about human rights and responsibilities; providing
advocacy, education, and legal services to asylum
seekers, immigrants and refugees in our community;
promoting the rights of women locally, nationally
and internationally; or protecting child survival in
countries such as the U.S., Uganda and Mexico --
Minnesota Advocates is dedicated to partnering
with our community members and communities
abroad to ensure respect for human rights.

To Become a Human Rights Advocate, phone
Minnesota Advocates at 612-341-3302.

Watch for Power of 15 Events and Information
throughout 1999.
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