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Advocates Launch Investigations in Several Corners of the Globe

In a series of investigative visits, in-

cluding trial and election observation,
Minnesota Advocates has been
working in recent months to respond
to human rights crises in various parts
of the world.

Mexico: Election Monitoring

Several members of Minnesota Ad-
vocates monitored the August 21,
1994, elections in Mexico. Mexico
Project Director Sarah DeCosse and
Partners In Human Rights Education
Summer Fellow, Abigail Wertz (see
p.- 5), viewed the events in Oaxaca,

was sponsored through the Central
and Eastern European Law Initiative
(CEEL]) of the American Bar Asso-
ciation. Although the Republic of
Macedonia has so far avoided the
bloodshed that has characterized
other parts of former Yugoslavia,
there is a need to take steps to defuse
the tensions between ethnic groups
there. The Macedonian population
includes a large Albanian minority, as
well as Turks, Vlachs, Serbs, Romas
and others. Coy found that while
basic protections do exist for minori-
ties, significant steps must be taken
immediately to avert further deterio-

“...growingpolitical tension is resulting in an increase
ofpolitically-motivated threats and prosecutions.”

a Mexican state which has suffered
significant social turmoil, especially
surrounding the rights of indigenous
people. In addition, Minnesota Ad-
vocates Jim and Sally Martineau,
Carla Hagen, Dan Gerdts, Shannon
Rolf, and Dan Dugan were also in
Mexico to observe the elections.

DeCosse has spent several weeks in
Mexico this summer, resulting in
three reports on various human rights
problems in the country. (see p. 4).

Macedonia: Ethnic Minority Rights

In March 1994, Minnesota Advo-
cates sent Staff Attorney Jum Coy to
serve as a legal specialist with the
Center for Ethnic Relations in Skopje,

Macedonia. Coy’s three-month visit

ration of ethnic relations in this critical
crossroads of Central Europe.
CEELI and Minnesota Advocates
will continue to work together on con-
flict prevention in Macedonia.

Albania: Trial Observation

Chief Judge of Hennepin County Dis-
trict Court, Kevin Burke represented
Minnesota Advocates as an observer
at a treason trial m Albania in mid-
August.  Burke and Board Member
Peggy Hicks watched the proceed-
ings against five members of the
Greek minority party in Albania,
known as Omonia. The five men
were charged with treason for espio-
nage, spreading false propaganda and
maintaining ties with the Greek se-
cret services.

Hicks and Staff Attorney Jim Coy
visited Albania in June 1994 to inves-
tigate problems with the legal system
as well as attacks against and harass-
ment of journalists. The Minnesota
Advocates’ representatives mnoted
growing political tension in the coun-
try which is resulting in an increase of
politically-motivated threats and pros-
ecutions. Several ex-political prison-
rs, for instance, were mndicted this
summer on charges related to a hun-
ger strike they held to emphasize their
demands for compensation for per-
secution under the former commu-
nist government. Hicks and Coy were
also able to spend three days in the
Serbian-controlled province of
Kosovo, conducting follow-up work
on a prior Minnesota Advocates
project in that region.

Romania: Preventing Domestic
Violence

In May 1994, a delegation of four

Continued on page 6
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Director's Desk & Newsnotes

From the Director's Desk

Evidence of the cheapening of human life is all around us. What more
vivid example do we need than the slaughter in Rwanda to remind us of
the fragility of institutions and the lack of political will to protect human
rights?

Should we throw up our hands in despair? Should we circle the wagons
and protect our own, leaving the rest of the world to fend for itself?

I challenge you to continue to pay persopal attention to the world’s
issues. Despite the overwhelming problems that face us, there is lots
of good news. We have come a very long way in this century toward
a legal framework to protect human rights. An awareness of the human
rights of women has started, if slowly, to turn around abusive attitudes
and practices towards women around the world. Agencies like UNICEF
are succeeding in saving massive numbers of human lives from pre-
ventable diseases. It seems to me inevitable that the trend toward
human rights, as in the trend against slavery in the last century, is
irreversible. The hunger for personal freedom is too great to put down.
The end of Cold War, however, has brought a great deal of chaos to the
international scene. The lack of an overriding discipline in foreign policy
means that crises get attention only on an ad hoc basis. The overall
appearance is one of messiness and disorder. Problems now need to
be addressed at the local level, not by centralized mandate.

Nongovernmental organizations like Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights can play an especially critical role during this era. We work
directly with the grassroots to pressure for protection of human rights.
You will note in this issue of the Human Rights Observer, a wide array
of projects where individuals are having an impact on buman rights
protections -- by setting standards on human rights and the environment,
documenting domestic violence in Romania, by assisting to create legal
remedies for ethnic minorities in Macedonia, by representing political
asylum applicants in the U.S., and by analyzing indigenous rights in
Mexico.

Momentum for this person-to-person approach to human rights is
building, just as political will seems to be waning. Nongovernmental
efforts to protect buman rights are creative and efficient (they have to
be because of the scarcity of funds). The volunteers of Minnesota
Advocates are motivated by a sense of the dignity of all persons. Their
work is a testament to the notion that all human beings are valued -- not
cheap.
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FUNDING NOTES

The Boehm Foundation awarded a
grant of $2,500 to support the Death
Penalty Defense Project.

The Davis Foundation awarded a
grant of $4,000 to support a trial ob-
servation mission to Albania.

The Hennepin County Bar Foun-
dation awarded a grant of $1,000 to
suport the Refugee and Asylum
Project.

The Minnesota State Bar Founda-
tion awarded a grant of $3,400 to
support the Refugee and Asylum
Project.

The Musser Fund awarded a grant
of $10,000 to suport the B.L.A.S.
Project.

The Shaler Adams Foundation
awarded a grant of $15,000 to sup-
port the Domestic Violence i East-
ern Europe.

The Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet awarded a grant of
$15,000 to support the Haiti Project.
|
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Dorfman Play to be Staged

What might bappen if a victim could
put their torturer on trial? In Chilean
Ariel Dorfman’s play, Death and the
Maiden, this is the situation in which
Paulina finds herself. Dorfman wrote
the Tony-award winning Death and
the Maiden in 1991, shortly after a
fragile democracy bad been restored
to Chile and the atrocities of the
Pinochet regime were coming to light.

Minnesota Advocates is pleased to be
the programmatic sponsor of the La-
gniappe production of Death and the
Maiden. Lagniappe, a local nonprofit
theater company, connects the dis-
tinctive visceral and imaginative as-
pects of theater to social issues that
have global as well as local impor-
tance. We invite you to Death and the
Maiden, described by the London Fi-
nancial Times as, “Magnificent... one
of those rare plays which, with the
simplicity of classical myth, seems to
grasp the pulse of the century.”

Though about the situation m Chile,
this is a play for any society, including
our own, where crimes of the past go
unnamed and without a justice that
would allow healing. As Dorfman
himself puts it, “How can those who
tortured and those who were tortured
coexist in the same land? How do you
reach the truth if lying has become a
habit? How do we keep the past alive
without becoming its prisoner? How
do we forget the past without risking
its repetition i the future? Is it legiti-
mate to sacrifice the truth to insure
peace? And how guilty are we all of
what happened to those who suffered
most?”  These questions makes this a
play which speaks to all of us.

Death and the Maiden will nan at the Min-
neapolis Theatre Garage, 711 W. Franklin
Avenue, from November 4-27, 1994, at
8:00 p.m. Wednesdays through Satur-
days and 2:00 pm. on Sundays.  For
information call 612-341-3302.

Organizational Updates

New Faces and Names at
Minnesota Advocates

Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights is pleased to announce the
following additions to its program
staff.

Cheryl Thomas, a former member
of the Minnesota Advocates Board
of Directors and a longtime volun-
teer, has been hired to staff the Do-
mestic Violence in Eastern Europe
Project. An attorney formerly with
the Briggs & Morgan firm, Cheryl
has been very active in promoting
women's rights as human rights and
was a driving force behind establish-
ing the Domestic Violence Project.

Greg Gisvold, is the 1995 Minne-
sota Advocates Legal Fellow work-
ing on the Death Penalty Defense
Project. Gisvold is a recent graduate
of the University of Minnesota Law
School, with a B.A. from Amherst
College. Greg was a 1992 summer
intern at Minnesota Advocates and
worked during the 1993 and 1994
summers in Geneva at the United
Nations Sub-Commission on the Pre-
vention of Discrimination and Pro-
tection of Minorities. B

Minnesota Protocol to be
Revised

An international group of volunteers
1s currently revising the Manual on the
Effective Prevention and Investigation
of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and Summary
Executions, which was originally pub-
lished by the United Nations in 1991.
The Manual, which was adopted by
the UN as the standard for conduct-
ing death investigations, has come to
be known as "The Minnesota Proto-
col."  Publication of the revised odi-
tion of the Manualis expected n Spring

1995. ®

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

My support of
Minnesota
Advocates for
Human Rights is
important . . .

Paula Richey and Walt Richey have
made a gift to Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights in their
wills. When asked why they thought
it was important to support the or-
ganization with a deferred gift, Paula
gave us these thoughts:

"We chose Minnesota Advocates
for several reasons. First, we care
about the human rights values that
Minnesota Advocates stands for
and the practical work that it does
to give reality to those values. Sec-
ond, we like to support organiza-
tions that have contributed to the
lives of our children and ourselves.
Working for Minnesota Advocates
has enriched my life. And finally,
Minnesota Advocates leverages
its cash budget with low overhead
and a very high number of volun-
teer hours.”

For more information about mak-
ing planned gifts to Minnesota Ad-
vocates for Human Rights, please
call Curt N. Peterson, CFRE at
612-341-3302; all calls will be kept

confidential.







