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New Allegations of Abuse at Krome Detention
Center: Committee Requests Entry

Renewed reports of harrassment and
intimidation against Haitians detained
at the Immigration and Naturalization
Service’s Krome Avenue detention fa-
cility in Florida have prompted the Min-
nesota Lawyers Commiltec and Physi-
cians for Human Rights (PHR) to re-
quest permission to investigate the fa-
cility for a second time.

Detainee affidavits provided to the Hai-
tian Refugee Center describe beatings
by guards and the death of a detainee
who allegedly did not receive timely
medical attention when he collapsed for
unknown reasons at the facility.

Strip searches, confiscation of Bibles,
inadequate accessfo counsel, and verbal
and physical abuse are detailed in the
affidavits. In other reports, detainces
said that guards routinely awaken them
at 4 a.m. to clean toilets with their bare
hands, saying, “You are all HIV posi-
liveanyway.” The detainees report that
mistreatment has escalated since a fire
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broke out at the facility on May 30,
1992

The two human rights groups want {o
enter the facility to conduct an impartial
invesligation of theseallegations through
privateand confidential interviews with
delainees as well as site visits and inter-
views with prison officials. Permission
has not yet been denied or granted.

In April 1991, the two organizations
issued a report on Krome after sending
ateam of doctors and lawyers to visit the
facility. Hidden from View: Human

Rights Conditions in the K rome Deten-
tion Center documented human rights
concerns, including procedures imped-
ing detainec access to counsel, evidence
of physical and sexual abuse of detain-
¢es and abuse of discretion in the use of
solitary confinement. The report em-
phasized that INS had repeatedly re-
fused to allow independent outside
groups access 1o the facility and detain-
ees, thus thwarting full investigation
and adequate monitoring. While the
MLC/PHR team members received ac-
cess tothe facility and initially had been

continued on page 10

President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of Haiti was the honored guestat the MLC's
Eighth Anmual Human Rights Awards Dinner on June 1. For more on the
Human Rights Awards Dinner, see the story and photos an pages 4-5.



elements

The African Commission on Human
and Peoples’ Rights is a regional su-
pervisory organ mandated io implement
the human rights provided for in the
African Charteron Human and Peoples’
Righis.

Africais a continent which continues to
receive increased scrutiny from various
organizations because of its serious and
ongoing violations of human rights.
Discussions on the adoplion of a human
rights instrument for Africa began as
early as the 1960s. Yet it was not until
1979, afier an cra in which many Affi-
cans had suffered at the hands of ruth-
less African leaders, that the drafting of
the African Charter began. The Charter
was to be responsive to “African con-
cerns, African traditions, and Alrican
conditions.” At the same time, the
African jurists who drafted the Charter
were advised to make the document
universal in nature because, according
to Sedar Senghor, former President of
Senegal, “(hu)mankind isonc and indi-
visible and the basic needs of human
beings are similar everywhere.”

The Human Rights Observer is a publication of
the Minnesola, Lawyers International Human
Rights Committee, 8 non-governmental organi-

zation commitled to promoting and prolecting
human rights in the United States and abroad.

The Committes advocales against individual hu-
man rights abuses, researches and invesligales

human rights conditions in other countries, en-

¢ourages the adoplion of infternational -human
rights standards by all countries, and educates its

members, the Bar, political leaders and the public
about human rights.
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The African Charer was adopted on
June 27, 1981 by the Organization of
African Unity (OAU). It entered into
force on October 21, 1986. To date, 43
out of the 51 QAU Member States have
ratified the Charter.

The African Charter contains an exten-
sive calalogue of classic Civil and Po-
litical Rights as well as Economic, So-
cial and Cultural Rights. With respect
to Civil and Political Rights, the Charter
sets forth anequal protection clause and
guarantees the right to life, liberty and
integrity. It prohibits slavery and tor-
ture as well as cruel and inhuman treat-
ment. The right to due process and
freedom from ex post facto laws are
guaranteed by the Charter. The free-
doms of conscicnce, religion, expres-
sion, movement, association and as-
sembly areenshrined thercin. The treaty
recognizes the right to participate freely
in govermmnent, the right to asylum and
prohibits the mass expulsion of aliens.
The Charter's Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights include the right 1o
property, the right to work, the right to
equal remuneration for equal work, the
right Lo enjoyment of physical and men-
1al health and the right {o education,

The Charter departs from recognized
international principles of human rights
and proclaims collective or “peoples”

rights and individval duties. The list of
collective rights includes the rights of
peoples 1o self determination, to full
sovercignty over their natural resources,
the right to development, the right to
peace, and the right to a satisfactory
environment favorable to a peoples’
development. The duty provision im-
posesobligations on individuals towards
their family, community and State.

An African Commissionon Human and
Peoples’ Rights is established under the
African Charter. The Commission is
composed of 11 members who serve in
their personal capacities. The
Commission’s mandateis to implement
the rights provided for in the Charter.
Individuals, organizations and States
are entitled to submit complaints of acts
in viclation of the Charter to the Com-
mission. Also, the Commission is en-
trusted with the task to review periodic
reports by States parties on measures
which the States have adopted 1o give
effect to the Charter,

request for donations

Radio Enriquillo, recipientolthe MLC's
1992 Human Rights Award for their
heroic efforts to promote frecdom of
expression, is conducting a fund drive
in responsc to unanticipated expenses
resulting [rom (heir Creole broadcasts
and consequent need Lo stay inconslant
contact with Haili. The station is look-
ing for 1 000 {riendsof Radio Enriquillo
Lo pledge $100 cach.

Plcasc scnd donations of any amount
to: Missionhurst, 4651 North25th Street,
Arlington, VA 22207. Make checks
payable to Missionhurst and include a
nole specifying that the moncy is (o
support Radio Enriquillo,

donation opportunity

The Minnesota Lawyers Commiittee is
looking for a used or new VCR and
television to be able to view the mount-
ing number of training and other video-
lapesinourvideolibrary. Please call the
Minnesota Lawyers Committee at (612)
341-3302 if you or your officc would
likc to donate a VCR, television, or
both!



african commission update

interns/volunteers

From February 1 toMay 1, 1992, Evelyn
Ankumah of the Minnesota Lawyers
International Human Rights Commit-
tce served as Legal Counsel at the Sec-
retariat of the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Righis at Banjul,
The Gambia. (see Elements article at
page 2 for further information abou! the
African Connnission)

The African Commission is a rclatively
new body which has been functioning
for five years. Because of limited finan-
cial resources, at present there is only
one professional stafl’ working at the
Sccrelarial.  The Minnesola Lawyers
Committee, in collaboration with the
University of Minnesola Human Rights
Cenler, sponsored Evelyn Ankumal o
assist with the activities at the
Commission’s Secretariat. Ms.
Ankumah had been invited by the Cotn-
mission to serve as Legal Counsel at its
Secretariat.

During her three month tenure, Ms.
Ankumah assisted in a wide range of
promotional and protective human rights
activities. In particular, she assisted in
the processing of individual complaints,
examination of periodic stale reports,
preparation of draft resolutions and the
preparation of the Comimission’s re-
poris. Also, Ms. Ankumah assisted in
preparing and allended a workshop or-
ganized by the International Cominis-
sion of Jurists (ICH at Tunis, Tunisia.
prior to the 11th Session of the African
Commission. The theme of the work-
shop was the implementation of the
African Charter by the African Com-
mission.

Ms. Ankumah’s human rights activitics
in Africa included (he presentation of a
paper at the 4th annual mceeting of the
Alrican Sociely of International and
Comparative Law, hecld at Dakar,
Sencgal. The meeting was well at-
teuded by African and non-African
NGOsand academics, International Or-
ganizations, a member of the African
Comumission, and members of the Inler-

national Court of Justice. Ankumah’s
paper was cnltitled: "Admissibility Re-
quirements Under the African Charter
on Human and Peoples’ Righis - Proce-
dure and Practice.” The purpose of the
paper was to illustrate, by using hypo-
thetical sitvations, how individuals and
practitionerscan maximize their chances
of having their complaints declared ad-
missible by the African Commission.

Ankumah is presently working on a first
draft of a study in the nature of a critical
assessment on the activities of the Afri-
can Commission since ils inception.
Persons inierested in Africa programs
and the African Commission should
contact the Commitiee at 341-3302 for
further information.

Committee Receives
Project Grants

The Minnesota Lawyers Commiltee re-
cently reccived the following grants for
its human rights work:

The Bremer Foundation awarded the
Commitiee a $10.000 grant to support
the Cambodian Qral History Project;

The General Service Foundation
awarded a $20,000 grant;

The Lawyers Trust Account Board
awarded a $9,000 grant to support the
Refugee and Asylum's work for Tempo-
rary Protected Status clients; and,

the Minncsola State Bar Foundation
awarded $3.000 and the Hennepin
Counly Bar Foundation awarded $1.000
to the Refugee and Asylum Project,

The Minnesota Lawyers Commillec
thanks the following student interns
and special volunteers for their work
this summer:

Cheryl Thomas is a former partner at
Briggs & Morgan who is working two
days a week on the Khmer People’s
Archives Project, and Women’s Rights
Project.

Greg Gisvold is the Committee’s Min-
nesota Justice Foundation intern work-
ing on the Death Penalty Defense Project.

Peter Yost is a first year student at the
University of Minnesota Law School
coordinating the Commitiee’s humani-
{arian parole cases,

Peter Baatrup is a visiting law student
from Denmark who is providing sup-
port research on the Commiitee’s project
on racism in Europe.

Ramona Advani is a first year student
at Georgetown Law School who is pro-
viding research and support on various
projects.

Suk Kim is a first year student at Co-
lumbia Law School who will be provid-
ing research on legal projects.

David Thronson is a first year student
atHarvard Law School supported by the
Harvard Human Rights Program who
will be working on Southeast Asian
issues.

Michael Gregori is a University of
Minnesota student intern working on
the Mexico Project.

Thanks also to spring interns Jonathon
Eoloff of the University of Minncsota,
and Kim Sabo and Gail Buchler of
Macalcster.



asylum news

Tibet

The Refugee and Asylum Project is
forming a Tibet subcommitiee to pro-
vide immigration-relaled assistance to
Tibetans who will be settling in Minng-
sota. Under the Immigration Act of
1990, 1,000 displaced Tibetans from
India and Nepal will be granted perma-
nent residence in the U.S over the next
three years. The Twin Cities Tibet
Cluster Site is the largest of the 20
national clusters, hosting 200 Tibetans.

Tibet covers an area roughly equal to
one-fourth of the continental U.S. It
consists of a large plateau averaging
14,000 feet inelevation and surrounded
on all sides by formidable mountain
ranges, including the Himalayas. The
largely agrarian and nomadic popula-
tion of Tibet is estimated at ncarly six
million. In 1959 thousands of Tibetans
were killed in an uprising against the
Chinese government. Tibetans have
suffered severe devastation of cultural
and religious institutions.

Tibetans resettling in Minnesota will be
matched with a local sponsor whose
primary responsibility is to help facili-
tate the transition {o living in the Twin
Cities area. A sponsor also has the
option of housing a Tibetan for up 1o
three months. The long-term goal is to
find permanent housing lor each Ti-
betan newcomer. Each Tibetan immi-
grant must have received an offer of
eiployment prior to arrival inthe U.S.
and will receive employment training
locally.

The §,000 Tibetans sclected for immi-
gration lo the United States represent
less than 1% of the lotal populalion of
displaced Tibelans, The Tibet subcom-
mittee will be active in providing legal
and consulting scrvices (o help reunite
local Tibetans with family mcmbers
remaining in India or Nepal.

We are pleased to announce the forma-
tion of the Tibel subcommitlce and in-
vite your participation. For further in-

formation please contact Peter Yost or
Nancy Arnison at the ML.C (341-3302),
or Jean Hamm (439-2821) or John
Lundquist {(871-0708) of the Twin Cit-
ies Tibet Cluster Site.

Thank You's

TheRefugee and Asylum Project wishes
to thank the following aitorneys who
have recently volunteered to handle
political asylum cases or humanitarian
parole petitions through the Project.

Direct Service Attorneys:
Kate Brennan, Minnesota Attorney
General's Office

.Sarah Brew, Cosgrove, Flynn, Gaskins

& O'Connor

Jay Brunner, Gitis & Brunner

Bill Falvey

David Gray

Sue Hardman-Conklin

Sharon Jacks

Barb Kauppi, 3Af

Linda Laubenthal, Northland Insur-
ance Companies

Howard Lazarus

Mark Lee, Maslon, Edelman, Borman
& Brand

Rod Mackenzie, Lindquist & Vennum
Patrick McDavitt, Briggs & Morgan
Naomi Perman

Ed Schwartzbauer

David Sip

Linda Stone, Borene Law Firm
Olivia Walling, Gray, Plant, Mooty,
Mooty & Benneit

Consulting Altorneys:

John Benson

Mark Frey

Pat Mattos - 2 cascs

Angela McCaffrey, Hamline School of
Law

Glenda Potter, Cambodian Legal Ser-
vices Project

Lco Pritschet - 2 cascs

Fredilyn Sison, Ramsey Couniy Public
Defender’s Office

Louis Smith, Popiram, {laik, Seimobrici
& Kaufian

Rosanne Zaidenweber, Popham, aik,
Sehnobrich & Kanfinan
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Kekchi Indian Forcibly
Recruited by Guatemalan
Military at Age 11 Receives
Asylum

Mr. Laureano Urizar-Perez, a 21 year
old Kekchi Indian from the Quiche re-
gion of Guatemala, was granted asylum
by Judge Vinikoor at a June deportation
hearing. In 1981, when Urizar-Perez
wasonly 11 years old he was kidnapped
in the marketplace, beaten, and forcibly
recruifed into the Guatemalan military.

Urizar-Perez's military platoon was
made up of very young men and indig-
enous boys. During the course of 3
months of “boot camp,” he witnessed
the torture and death of 30-40 boys who
were imprisoned for up to 18 months in
deep pits dug in the ground because they
wereaccused ofbeing “deserters.” Some
indigenous recruits were severely pun-
ished and even killed for not obeying
orders, merely because they could not
understand commands in Spanish.
Urizar-Perez learned Spanish quickly
in the military in order to survive.

Urizar-Perez spent 3 months in active
combal in the mountains of Guatemala,
and was one of only two recruits to
survive guerrilla warfare out of his pla-
toon numbering approximately 150 sol-
diers. Many of his fcllow soldiers died
because, as young children, they were
unable t¢ protect themselves.

Alter he had completed 3¢ months of
military service, Urizar-Perez returned
home but fled to the capitol shortly

continwed on page 10

Asylum Seminar Tapes
Available

Video and audio tasscties of the Refu-
geeand Asylum Law and Policy Semi-
nar held in March 1992 are now avail-
able for revicw, To borrow cassctics
please call Rich Thomas at 34 1-3302.



death penalty defense project

The Mother of All Road
Trips

Early one Sunday morning a few weeks
back, a quintet of Lindquist & Vennum
attorneys gathered at the firm’s down-
town offices, Tom Fabel, Keith Ellison,
Helen Mary Hughesdon, Jessica Ware
and summer associate Tess O'Brien are
members of a Lindquist & Vennum
team representing Albert Burrell, an
inmate ondeath rowin Angola Prison in
Louisiana. Pilinginto the “Famed Fabel
Family Vehicle,” the group drove some
22 hours to Ruston, LA, suffering only
one 3:00 a.m. speeding violation. In
Ruston, they met with relatives of Mr.
Burrell, his former defense lawyers, law
enforcement officials, and inspected
court records. They also learned that
three primary players in the trial which
landed Mir. Burrell on death row had
since experienced involuntary depar-
turefrom public office, including a sheriff
who himself was prosecuted and im-
prisoned for public corruption. Moving
south through the Louistana country-
side, the Lindquist & Vennum team
stopped to meet with attorneys from the
Loyola Death Penalty Resource center
and atso caught up with the trial pros-
ecutor in Baton Rouge. They also met
with their client during a sobering visil
1o Angola Prison’s death row. Armed
with a greater understanding of the case,
the mistakes and problems of the first
trial, and the personnel involved, the
team returned to Minneapolis. Lindquist
& Vennum hopes to submii a habeas
petition by the end of the summer.

Faegre & Benson Examines
Canadian’s Plight

Jim Volling and Betsy Van Hecke af
Facgre & Benson have begun rescarch
into the case of Joseph Faulder, a Cana-
dian citizen currently on death row in
Texas. From the time of his arrcst,
through two successive trials and for
fourtcen ycars ondeath row, Mr. Faulder
was nol notifted of his right 1o seck the
aid of the Canadian government. M,

Faulder’s family in Canada, who would
have been able (o orchestrate help for
their brain damaged son, was not in-
formed of his predicament. These fac-
tors may suggest remedies for Mr.
Faulder under the Vienna Convention
on Consular Affairs.

Project Lends Advice to
Eastern _Europe

The Death Penalty Defense Project is
working with the ABA Eastern Euro-
pean Law Division to provide advice on
international law and the death penalty
as well as the administration of the
death penalty and its effects.

ABA President Meets With
Project Volunteers

ABAPresident Sandy D’ Alemberte met
with Death Penalty Defense Project vol-
unteers recently o discuss the Project.
Mr. D’Alemberte had heard of the
Project’s work recruiting and training
lawyers o represent death row inmates.
While in the Twin Cities for a Board of
Governor’s meeting Mr, D’ Alemberte,
who has a long record of death penalty
probono representation and is currently
involved in a case, requested the meet-
ing. Present at the informal discussion
were Jim Volling, Faegre & Benson,
Craig Davis, Davis & Bernard, Jim
Dorsey, Fredrikson & Byron, Karen
Fairbairn, Holiday Companies, Wood
Foster, MLIHRC Board of Directors,
Greg Gisvold, law clerk for MLIHRC
and the Project, and Sonia Rosen. Mr.
D’Alemberie had high praise for the
Project’s uniquerole recruiting and train-
ing volunteer atlorncys.

A Call For Pleadings

Thc Project is developing a database of
information to broaden and streamline
its support of voluntecr allorncys repre-
senting capital defendants. To thiscnd,
the Project ts compiling a bricl bank,
consisling of a wide varicly of sample
briefs and plcadings. 1 vou have bricls
5

you think would be helpful, please for-
ward them to the Project. If you have
questions, pleasc contact Sonia Rosen
or Greg Gisvold at MLIHRC.

Thank You's

The Death Penalty Defense Project
would like to recognize the following
firms and individuals for taking a recent
case or providing valuable assistance to
the Project.

Peter MacMillan, Rosenthal, Rondoni
and Macmillan

Joe Maternowski, Lindquist & Vennum
Tess O’Brien, Lindquist & Vennum
Rosenthal, Rondoni and Macmillan
Mark Schneider, Rosenthal, Rondoni
and Macmillan

Nancy Vanderheider, Rosenthal,
Rondoni and Macmillan

Betsy Van Hecke, Faegre & Benson

mark your calendars

Training Seminar To Be Held In
September ‘ K

On September 12, the Project will lost its
Second Annual Death Penally Representa-
tion training seminar. Attomeys from ihe
Loyola Death Penalty Resource Center in
Louisiana and from the Texas Death Penalty
Resource Center will join Minnesota volun-
teer attorneys to conduct the training. The
training seminar will provide general and
substantive information for new and experi-
enced altorneys on representing death row
inmates in post-conviclion appeals, Walch
your riatlbox for additional information.

Death Penalty Defense Project
Fundraiser

T'un, friends and great inusic will be onorder
August 4 when the Project hosts its irst ever
[undraiser, Twenty-five dollars (325) will
gain you admission to the Blues Saloon in
St. Paul, where Jim Thackary and the Driv-
crs will provide the tunes. The revelry will
ratse funds for the Project’s activities re-
cruiting and training volunteer lawyers and
advocating against the use of the deally
penalty.  Organizers Karen Fairbaim and
Sonia Rosen hope 1o gamer $15,000 lrom
the evenl. Stay tuned 1o this newsletler, bar
Journals and your mailbox for more details,



1992 Awards Dinner Honors

The Committee’s Eighth Annual Human Rights Awards
Dinner was held June I at the Atrium, International Market
Square. The event honored heroes of free expression, includ-
ing Laura Waterman Witistock, President of MIGIZI Commu-
nications; Fernando Solanas, Argentine filmmaker; and
Pedro Ruquoy, Director of Radio Enriquilio in the Dominican
Republic. Special guest at the dinner was President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide of Haiti. Volunteer awards were presented
to Scott and Rochelle Barsuhn, Nancy Etzwiler, and John
Mandler.

Laura Waterman Wittstock talked about the
obstacles to free expression for American Indians.

Board member Jim Dorsey
congratulates Volunteer Award
recipients Rochelle and Scott Barsuhn.
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The Thompson & Lundquist table poses for a group photo.
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