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On Saturday, March 6%, 1999, over 700
people came to celebrate the 1999
International Women’s Day Celebra-
tion co-sponsored by Minnesota
Advocates and the Minnésota
Women’s Foundation. THe diverse
group of women, girls, mefi and boys
that came to honor, learn and celebrate
women made this 4th annual évent the ok
largest celebration ever. Thanks in Minnesota Advocates is assisting with the documentation
particular to Jane Evershed, who of war crimes against the Kosovar refugees.
graciously allowed her famous
Great Leap of Faith” painting to
used as the logo for the day, the f
of the celebration was set to on

Your contribution to this effort would be most welcome.
Please make your donation to:

"Minnesota Advocates- Kosovo Relief Fund"

and send it to:

Kosovo Relief Fund
Western Bank
663 University Avenue
§t. Paul, MN 55104

One hundred percent of your contribution will be used to support
Human Rights Activists in Albania.

Many thanks.

s e - *See page 2 for an update on the human rights situation in Kosovo.
See WOMEN'S DAY, Page6 = §
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As early as April 1993, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights issued a
briefing paper entitled, “Recommendations for Preventing Gross Human Rights
Violations in Kosovo.” The recommended actions included:

B A U.N. Observer mission of sufficient size and sophistication to act as a
deterrent to further violations;

B The U.N. and its member states withhold recognition of the Serbian govern-
ment as the legitimate successor of Yugoslavia until Kosovo is granted au-
tonomy;

B The U.N. provides peacekeepers to police Kosovo until elections are held;
W Designation of Kosovo as a trust territory of the U.N.

Not a bad set of ideas for 1993, and just as relevant through most of 1998. And
even now the idea of a U.N. protectorate has emerged among policymakers as
part of an “exit strategy.”

Most major human rights organizations have in fact paid a good deal of atten-
tion to protecting the ethnic Albanians of Kosovo since the province was
stripped of its autonomy in 1989. Amnesty International mounted three cam-
paigns between 1989 and 1993. In mid-1998, Minnesota Advocates arranged a
meeting between Albanian human rights activists and U.S. Secretary of State
Madeline Albright. In September 1998, Physicians for Human Rights became the
first such organization to call for the introduction of NATO ground troops to
protect the lives and rights of Kosovars. Throughout 1998, Human Rights
Watch reported increasingly vicious massacres of Kosovars by Serbian military
forces. From 1989, human rights reporting was clear: Kosovo was being targeted
for the elimination of its 1.8 million ethnic Albanians.

But here we are in the spring of 1999: NATO officials say air strikes on Belgrade
may last for months, yet they also estimate that Kosovo will be empty of ethnic
Albanians in ten to twenty days. Human rights monitors have been removed,; all
U.N. personnel and NGOs have left. More atrocities are reported than ever
before. Ethnic Albanian homes, farms, and villages, are being destroyed in a
way that will make them impossible to return to. Hundreds of thousands of
refugees stream toward neighboring states that cannot accommodate them.

So once again we witness the enormous tragedy of a simple need for the
protection of human rights become a complex humanitarian disaster accompa-
nied by military conflict. The same tragic multiplication of misery occurred in
Bosnia and (to a far greater degree of magnitude) in Rwanda. Not one of the
three situations should have come as a surprise. All the signs were there,
diligently researched and reported by human rights groups.

Some policymakers, notably Minnesota Senator Paul Wellstone, have gotten the
message: Violations of human rights, especially those committed against a
patticular ethnic group, cannot be ignored. When they are, calamitous conse-
quences result. We must see where human rights violations are occurring now,
recognize them as early warnings of deep trouble, including genocide. We must
act early to stop or to prevent these violations. A senior NATO diplomat said
last week, “This has the makings of a Greek tragedy—of the unbelievable
overwhelming you.” Unbelievable, yes; inevitable, no.
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Mark your calendars!

Minnesota Advocates announces 1999 Annual Meeting

~ Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is hosting the 1999 Annual Meeting on Saturday, April 24

from 9:00 am to 1:15 pm at the William Mitchell College of Law. All Minnesota Advocates members and friends are welcome.

The Annual Meeting is an important time for exchanging information and ideas among the Board, Staff, volunteers and
members of Minnesota Advocates. The Annual Meeting allows supporters of Minnesota Advocates to provide important

input on current or upcoming issues and projects of the organization.

This year’s Annual Meeting will offer members and friends opportunities to learn more about the organization's current
programs and upcoming projects, and discuss ideas and issues. Minnesota Advocates Board and Staff will present our 15th
Anniversary Report which provides an overview of the organization and our accomplishments over the past 15 years.
Program staff will also present one hour seminars on recent human rights issues such as: Recent Developments in Asylum
Law; Indigenous Human Rights Issues in Minnesota; Women's Human Rights: International and National Priority; and
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights: Preventing Child Mortality and Child Labor.

E For more mformatlon, please call the. anesota Advocates event' ottme at (6!2) 7!3 F 490

Piease RSVP by Wednesday, Apnl 2I

Be a Better Advocate
Refugee and Immigrant Program to hold Annual Training Conference

Minnesota Advecates for Human Rights will sponsor its fourteenth annual Asylum
Conference in Minneapolis on Friday, May 21, 1999. The Conference will be held
at the University of Minnesota Law School. This full day event provides A to Z
training in handling asylum claims for volunteers, students, and immigration
practitioners.

Representatives from the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Executive
Office of Immigration Review, academia, and the immigration bar will provide
training on recent changes in asylum law and regulations, cutting edge issues in
international and domestic law, techniques for interviewing clients, country and
human rights documentation through computer-based resources, the asylum officer
interview, removal proceedings, and resources available to torture victims.

This year, there will be two simultaneous training tracks. The Basics track will
cover basic asylumlaw and procedures, while the Advanced track will provide
training on advanced topics in asylum law. Application will be made for 7CLE
credits.

For registration and information please contact Jennifer Prestholdt at (612) 341-3302
orfax(612)341-2971.

Minnesota Advocates

Wishlist

If you are looking to donate any of
the following items, please contact
Annie Williams at(612)341-3302.

* Frequent Flyer Tickets

* File Cabinets

» Office Equipment (chairs, tables,
desks, collator, fax machine, etc.)

» Computer Hardware & Software

» Office Supplies

» Printing Services

* Layout & Design
Volunteer Hours

* Administrative Support
Volunteer Hours

* Development Assistance

* Public Relations Assistance

* Research

‘T/ian/{ You!

Asylum Project Needs You!
Since new asylum laws were passed in
1996, demand for Refugee and Asylum
Project services have increased by
forty-four percent. Many of the
individuals seeking our asylum services
have nowhere else to turn for help.

This increased demand has had a great
impact on the Project. We have been
able to keep up with demand by
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recruiting new volunteer attorneys, but
we still need more volunteers. Currently
we have several clients whose cases
have been screened and accepted, but
who are now waiting for volunteer
attorneys. This is your opportunity to
use your legal skills to save someone
from persecution, torture and possibly
even death. No experience is necessary -

just a willingness to learn. The Project
has excellent training materials and will
provide a consulting attorney to
answer your questions.

For more information or to volunteer to
take a case, please contact Audrey
Carr or Jennifer Prestholdtat (612) 341-
3302.
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