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Mexico's President Announces Justice System Reforms

that Mirror MLC Recommendations
"Paper Protection" Still a Concern

Mexico's President Salinas de Gortari announced human
rights reforms to the criminal justice system and the office
of Attorney General in his address to the nation on October
23. Several of these reforms mirror recommendations in
the Minnesota Lawyers Committee‘s July 1990 report.

Salinas, speaking before the Mexican Congress and Su-
preme Court, acknowledged widespread use of torture by
security personnel to extract confessions, and other serious
abuses under the rubric of the anti-drug campaign.

The MLC July 1990 report, Paper Protection: Human
Rightsand the Mexican Criminal Justice System found that
Mexicanpolice regularly use torture and abuse human rights
in criminal investigations in northern and central Mexico
(the geographical area studied). The Federal Judicial
Police, who violate human rights to the greatest degree,
enjoy enormous autonomy and impunity in their work.
Mexico's present criminal justice system implicitly encour-
ages abusive methods of law enforcement despite interna-
tional and constitutional commitments to human rights.

Salinas proposed that only district attorneys, and not the
FederalJudicial Police, be allowed to interrogate suspects,
and onlywith the defendant's counsel present. Confessions
without corroborating evidence would have no legal value
in court. Inresponse to numerous allegations that abuses
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Confeui falls on soldiers guarding the Palace of Fine Arts, Mexico City,
during President Salinas de Gortari's State of the Nation address. Photo
by MLC intem Brian Berkopec.

are frequently committed by persons in charge of anti-drug
campaigns, he announced, “the rights of citizens cannot be
protected while at the same time violating their rights.”

The MLC formally responded to the Mexican government,
welcoming these developments but reiterating concern
that past initiatives have not always translated into im-
proved humanrights. Itstronglyurged President Salinas (o
accompany his proposals with the political will nccessary
for real reform, avoiding further “paper protection” and
offered to assist in monitoring the implementation of new
human rights guarantecs.
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(Panelists L tor.: Walter Mondale, Bill George, and Nick Hayes; photo of Geri Joseph not available.)
MLC 1990 Annual Meeting

"How will Human Rights Inform Foreign Policy
and Economic Decisions in the Post-Cold War Era?"

Panel:
Walter Mondale, former U.S. Vice President

Bill George, COO Medtronic
Nick Hayes, professor, Hamline University
Geri Joseph, Humphrey Institute

Tuesday, December 4, Noon to 2:00 p.m.
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, 1800 International Centre, Minneapolis
$10.00 includes lunch/CLE credit.
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MLC to Assist Polish Lawyers

Members of the Eastern Europe Working Group have
cstablished contact with the Lublin Lawyers Association
in Poland to provide tcchnical assistance regarding the
role of the legal profession in an emerging democracy.
The Working Group will take advantage of existing con-
tacts in Poland to propose an exchange of idcas on the
challenges facing the Lublin Lawyers Association in con-
structing and maintaining a bar association, training law-
yers in international human rights law and practice, and
training legal professionals in the role of lawyers in a
democratic socicty. The Working Group plans to send
representatives 1o Lublin to discuss these strategics. New
volunteers arcivited tojoin. Please contact Sonia Rosen.



MLC/PHR Delegation to Visit
Krome Detention Facility

A joint delegation of the Minnesota Lawyers Committee
and the Physicians for Human Rights will be in Miami from
November 18 to 21 to investigate the detention of asylum
seekers at the Krome Detention Facility. Sam Myers, an
immigration attorney at Popham, Haik, Snobrich & Kaufman
and president of the American Immigration Lawyers Asso-
ciation, will lead the lawyers' delegation, including Polly
Maier (also from Popham Haik) and Deepika Udagama,
Legal Fellow and Director of the Committee's Asylum/
Refugee Project.

The fact-finding mission will be part of the expanded agenda
of the Asylum/Refugee Project which includes not only
legal representation of asylum applicants, but also issues
involving United States refugee and asylum policy.

The Physicians for Human Rights, a national organization
of health professionals working to protect human rights,
will send two doctors along on the mission to document the
physical condition of detainees.

Charges include
physical and sexual harassment,
unsanitary conditions,
drastic punitive measures,

and denial of due process.

MLC Board member Richard Boncy heard charges of
abuse to detainees on a visit to the facility earlier this year.
The Miami Herald has alleged physical and sexual harass-
mentof the inmates by guards, unsanitary conditions, dras-
tic punitive measures and the denial of due process rights.

Oftheapproximately 500 inmates at Krome, most are from
Haiti, many cscapingindilapitated fishing boats to seek ref-
uge from the continuced violence engulfing that impover-
ishcd nation. An agreement between President Reagan
and the Duvalicr government in 1981 permits the U.S.
Coast Guard to intercept these boats and transfer refugees
to Coast Guard cutters for examination by INS officials to
determine if thereis a prima facie asylum claim. (To date,
ol approximatcly 21,000 Haitian refugees intercepted on
the highscas, onlysixhave been permitted to enter the ULS.
toapplyforasylum. Theapproval ratecoflall Haitian asylum
applications is about 1%.)

Those who avoid interdiction at sea and manage to enter
Florida but are later apprehended by the INS are placed at
the Krome Detention Facility.

According to general INS procedure, illegal aliens who are
indetention and wish to seek asylum may post bond and be
released to the care of a sponsor (providing there is no
threat to public security). The rate of bonding out Haitian
refugees is 6%, compared to a rate of nearly 90% for other
Krome detainees, such as Cubans and Central Americans.
Other allegations of mistreatment by INS officials corrobo-
rate discriminatory treatment toward the Haitian refugees.

The MLC mission will investigate INS treatment of all
inmates at the Krome Detention Facility to determine if a
discriminatory pattern exists against Haitian refugees. The
policy ofinterdicting refugees on the highseas, also of grave
concern to the Committee, is being pursued by other
human rights organizations.

The delegation of three attorneys and two physicians will
interview inmates, INS officials, guards, other workers in
the facility, and members of the local community.
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