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The Refugee Experience: Twin Cities Chosen to Host Youth Event

Imagine... Tonight you and your fam-
ily must flee your home and your coun-
try -- possibly forever. You can bring
one suitcase. What will you pack?

On December 10, Minnesota
high school students will role-play such
situations at a conference organized by
The B.I.A.S. Project (Building Immi-
grant Awareness and Support) of Min-
nesota Advocates for Human Rights.
The Twin Cities is one of five communi-
ties in the United States chosen to host this

workshop. Students were selected
based on leadership skills, enthusiasm,
and a willingness to return home and
lead educational and service projects
dealing with refugees and immigrants.
Approximately 100 students and their
teachers will participate. Some will
travel from as far away as Moorhead
and Worthington.

Each team will develop an action plan
to take back to their schools and com-
munities. Action on refugee and immi-

"Much of the bias against immigrants and refugees
is based on misinformation and myth."

event with the Women’s Commission
for Refugee Woman and Children.

Through activities, speakers and small
group discussions, students will learn
about the causes and conditions of
refugee flight and survival, human
rights, and immigration issues.
National and local experts will lead break-
out sessions in which students will role-
play an Immigration Officer examining
cases foradmission to the United States.
Refugee teens will share their personal
stories, including the dangers faced in
flecing their homes, the realities of life
in a camp, and the cultural adjustments
upon arriving in the United States.

High school teachers from around the
state have selected and will accompany
teams of 3-5 students to attend the

gration issues may include writing for
the school newspaper, public speak-
ing, artwork, advocacy, and outreach
work at local and global levels. Students
will receive posters and fact sheets to
share with their peers when they return
to their schools.

On the morning of December 10th, a
simultaneous workshop will be held
for teaching teams from Partners in
Human Rights Education. Theseteams
teach international human rights in
schools around Minnesota. The
B.I.A.S. Project has researched and
prepared an extensive annotated bibli-
ography of youth education materials
on refugee and immigrant issues and,
together with several Partners in Hu-
man Rights Education volunteers, has

developed new curriculum materials
forelementary, middle and high school
levels. National and local experts will
introduce these resources at the workshop.

Youth education is an important com-
ponent of The B.I.A.S. Project, a 2-
year initiative of Minnesota Advocates
for Human Rights to combat anti-
immigrant sentiment in Minnesota.
Much of the bias against immigrants
and refugees is based on misinforma-
tion and myth. The Project provides
accurate information about the impact
of immigrants on our society, the
economy, and the labor market, and
confronts destructive stereotypes
through positive images and individual
stories in an educational, public af-
fairs, and media campaign.

If you would like more information or
are interested in volunteering, please
contact Therese Gales or Nancy Arnison
at 612-341-3302. =
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Director's Desk & Newsnotes

From the Director's Desk

In a famous 1960's research experiment at Yale University, a distressing number
of ordinary citizen subjects were observed to obey authority figures who ordered
them to administer higher and higher intensity electric shocks against innocent
victims. The study’s author, Professor Stanley Milgram, observed that the results
of the experiment, “raise the possibility that human nature...cannot be counted
on to insulate its citizens from brutality and inhumane treatment at the direction
of malevolent authority”.'

On the hopeful side, Milgram reported that where even one person publicly and
vehemently refused to go on with the shock experiment, a large percentage of the
other subjects also defied the authority figure and stopped administering shocks.

We seem to have entered an era in world politics characterized by selfish
indifference to human suffering. Recent U.S. elections have brought us
Proposition 187 to pull the plug on education and health care for undocumented
aliens, the threat to cut off welfare support for mothers with small children and,
of course, heightening calls for more and more use of the death penalty. We also
see this callousness in the business community with its see-no-evil approach to
new markets in countries with systematic human rights abuses. We see it in
Europe’s shrinking asylum admissions, and in the whole world’s lack of will to
intervene in genocidal situations.

While some of these espoused policies may appear to be a relatively low shock on
the voltage scale of human cruelty, I would suggest that we are moving in the
wrong direction on that human suffering scale.

Two reasons for this trend are the depth of our own fears and our willingness to
turn over our judgment to real or self-proclaimed authorities. We fear crime in
our neighborhoods and schools, threats to our job, status, and financial security.
And asin Milgram’s study, we are reassured by authority figures, “the experiment
requires that you go on.”

In this atmosphere, there is a critical need for the dissenter, for individuals and
groups to reveal the injustice of orders that require us to diminish our compassion
or to inflict pain on fellow humans.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights will do its best to be a vocal dissenter by
representing victims on a case by case basis. We will remind the public,
businesses and policy makers that serious human rights abuses are occuring in
potential foreign markets such as China, Mexico and Saudi Arabia. We will call
for criminal accountability for acts of genocide in Bosnia and Rwanda.

Our members, too, must take a personal stand by volunteering time, energy and
money for these efforts. Like the lone dissenters in Milgram’s study who gave
others the courage to do what was right, your vocal dissent today is magnified by
reminding others that we all have a personal responsibility not to hurt innocent
human beings.
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NEWSNOTES

Minnesota Advocates founder Jim
Dorsey has been named co-chair of
the Human Rights Committee of the
ABA section on International Law.
Dorsey currently practices at Fredrikson
& Byron in Minneapolis.

Mexico Project Director Sarah
DeCosse was invited to a conference
in Guanajuato, Mexico, focusing on
the Mexican electoral process.
DeCosse's speech will provide an in-
ternational perspective of the 1994 elec-
toral process and make the connection
between electoral rightsand human rights.

Eastern Europe Project Director Jim
Coy has been invited to present a
report on violations against the press in
Albania at the International Seminar
on Freedom of Expression in the Post-
Communist System in Tirana. In Al-
bania, Coy will be joined by volunteer
attorney Elizabeth Bruch, who will
assist with conducting research and
interviews in connection with the Do-
mestic Violence in Eastern Europe
Project and follow-up work on the
submission of an amicus brief to the
Court of Cassation on behalf of defen-
dants in the recent espionage trial of
five ethnic Greeks. M
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The Road from
Minnesota to Beijing

A delegation from Minnesota Ad-
vocates will join the more than 20,000
people expected to attend the Fourth
World Conference on Women to be
held in Beijing, China in September
1995. This women's conference fol-
lows on the heels of the World Confer-
ence on Human Rights, heldin Vienna,
Austria in 1993. Issues of women’s
human rights, which had long been
isolated in traditional U.N. human
rights mechanisms, occupied center
stage in Vienna; momentum from the
Vienna World Conference will make
the Beijing Conference one of the most
well-attended and important world
events ever.

One of the important aspects of the
Beijing Conference will be the oppor-
tunity for hundreds of non-govemn-
mental organizations (NGOs), like Min-
nesota Advocates, to share informa-
tion about projects, expertise, and
plans. Minnesota Advocates will bring
to the conference its expertise and
experience in the investigation of hu-
man rights abuses, management of vol-
unteer-based human rights projects,
and education of the public about hu-
man rights. One goal of our delegation
will be to support the work of Eastern
European NGOs, with whom we have
worked on the Domestic Violence in
Eastern Europe Project.

As part of the Domestic Violence
Project, Minnesota Advocates has also
begun to develop contacts with the
newly-appointed UN Special Rappor-
teuron Violence Against Women. The
Project plans to submit its reports on
domestic violence in Romania to the
Special Rapporteur for inclusion in her
reports to the Commission on Human
Rights. In addition, the Special
Rapporteur plans to hold a roundtable
discussion in Beijing on domestic vio-

Beijing Conference / Judge Lange Profile

lence issues, in which Minnesota Ad-
vocates hopes to participate.

Persons interested in the work of the
Minnesota Advocates Beijing delega-
tion are invited to a briefing on January
26, 1995, at 8:00 a.m. at the Minne-
apolis offices of Briggs & Morgan. B

Judge LaJune Lange
Joins the Minnesota
Advocates Board of
Directors

Although she hasbeenamem-
ber of the Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights Board of Directors for
just two months, Judge LaJune Tho-
mas Lange brings a wealth of experi-
ence and ideas to the position. Grow-
ing up in Missouri, Judge Lange was
inspired by Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
trip to South Africa to meet with Nelson
Mandela. She saw parallels between
the struggles of people all over the
world for common civil and human
rights. This experience taught Judge
Lange that a rising tide truly does raise
all ships.

Judge Lange has long been an advocate
for civil rights in the United States.
Her past experiences include work asa
field representative for the Minnesota
Department of Civil Rights, a found-
ing member of the Minnesota Minority
Lawyers Association, and Commis-
sioner of the Minneapolis Civil Rights
Commission. Through her work in
civil rights, Judge Lange also devel-
oped an interest in international human
rights.

Currently a judge for the Fourth Judi-
cial District of Minnesota and an ad-
Junct professor at William Mitchell
College of Law, Judge Lange travels
extensively lecturing at seminars and
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programs worldwide. Her most recent
trips have included speaking engage-
ments at the First International Confer-
ence of Women Judges in Wellington,
New Zealand, and in Norway, Ger-
many and Brazil. Asanadjunctprofes-
sor at William Mitchell College of
Law, Judge Lange teaches the Civil
Rights clinic, which gives students an
expanded view of international human
rights. Thisyear, Judge Lange’s clinic
is focusing on women'’s rights as hu-
man rights in preparation for the 1995
United Nations Women’s Conference
in Beijing. In addition, each student
fulfills 100 hours of volunteer service
with Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights.

AsaMinnesota Advocates board mem-
ber, Judge Lange will work to increase
the involvement of the local African
American community and international
communities of color in multi-
culturalism and immigrant issues. She
hopes to bring people from all commu-
nities together to discuss human rights
issues, concerns and solutions. B






