Volume XI, Issue 2
November 1999

-
FOR HUMAN R1GH

OBSERVER

MINNESOTA ADVOCATES’
REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT PROGRAM

presents its
~ Third Annual

Cé;f!ebration of
Community and Diversity

The Rerucee & ImicRant ProRan wishe
RECOGNIZE THE FOLLOWING DONORS™

it Brewing Company ® Lucia’s Restaurant
N Center for Shiatsu Study ® Aveda

Minnesoﬁ AdV‘ocates Launches
Human Rights Education for
Community Change Initiative

Thanks to a three-year grant from the Otto Bremer
Foundation, Minnesota Advocates has launchéd Human Rights
Education for Community Change in Greater-Minnesota. The
main objective of the initiative is to increase awaféness of
internationaﬁl_}»‘human rights standards in Greater Minnesota
communities,-'hglping individuals and organizations in Greater
Minnesota communities use this knowledge to address local issues
of racism, anti-immigrant sentiment, discriminatioﬁ75\/ioléhce, and
tive builds on the great work of the Partners in
tion Program and B.L A .S. (Building Inmigrant -~

&

to improve the human 1
3 of the initiative will

a convener
St. Cloud, ,

for over 135 individua
Rochester, and Worthin {

. The three ré
vember resp

about the human rights i
Minnesota Advocates, disc
and examine how those con
rights framework.

In addition to repre

a, Red Wing, St. James, St. Paul, St.
i 1d Wright County attended
2 community were present,
aw enforcement, the school

See HRECC, page 9




CONTENTS:

Letter from the President......p. 2
Child Labor Campaign........... p.3
Urgent Action p. 4
Women'’s Program............. p. 5-6
MAHR News & Notes.............. p. 6
HRAD 1999 Update................ p.-7
Refugee & Immigrant

Program p- 8-9
Children’s Program............. p. 10
Partners Program......... weseep. 10
Actions & Updates................ p. i

The Observer is published by

Minnesota Advocates
for Human Rights

310 Fourth Ave South, #1000
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1012

Tel. 612-341-3302
Fax 612-341-2971

Web Address:
www.mnadvocates.org

E-Mail:hrights@mnadvocates.org

page 2 « OBSERVER

1999 Year-in-Review:
A Time of Change and Renewal

The past year has been a time of extraordinary transition for
Minnesota Advocates. Jack Rendler, after two years as Executive Director,
resigned in June. Jack’s tenure was marked by efforts to make Minnesota
Advocates a voice on international human rights crises such as the war in
Kosovo, and to strengthen the organization’s relationship with major funders.
We thank Jack for his efforts and wish him well in his future endeavors.

Board member Linda Foreman stepped in as interim Executive
Director to ease the transition and to allow for a comprehensive search for
a new executive director. Linda, a partner with the Minneapolis law firm
of Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, is on loan to the organization until a
permanent executive director is selected. The transition from Jack to Linda
has been seamless, and the work of the organization continues uninterrupted,
thanks to the dedication of the staff and Board. We thank Robins, Kaplan
for their tremendous commitment to the organization.

In October, Minnesota Advocates welcomed eight new members
to the Board of Directors: Carol Batsell-Benner, John Borman, Bill Cameron,
Jim Dorsey, Don Fraser, Barbara Frey, Victoria Johnson, and Dr. David
Parker. The new members represent a cross section of the organization’s
founders, volunteers, advisory board members, and the community at large.

Minnesota Advocates also has added new staff who are helping
to strengthen the organization in many ways. Michelle Garnett joined the
Refugee and Immigrant Program in September as program attorney. Allison
Sharkey came on board in September as the Administrative Assistant
responsible for handling office procedures. H. Anne Nicholson, Minnesota
Advocates’ Administrative Director, joined the staff in October. Finally,
Minnesota Advocates is looking for a new Director for the Children’s
Program, after staff members Huy Pham and Mary Marrow left the
organization in September to pursue new directions.

Despite all of the changes in the organization, the work of the
programs and the mission of the organization have continued forward with
tremendous results. As you will read, Minnesota Advocates continues to
be a major player in the human rights arena, locally, nationally, and
internationally. Reinvigorated now at all levels, the organization is positioned
to expand the scope of its work and the impact of its mission.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights, I want to thank you for your commitment,
work, and support.

Best regards,

Jean-Robert Cole
President
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