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Shaping the New World Order

Bosnia...Somalia...Chiapas
...Rwanda... bloody images of
interethnic conflictare played out daily
in the papers and on the evening news.
The optimism that greeted the advent
of the “new world order” as the Cold
War ended has all but vanished. Over
the course of the last three years, the
international community has witnessed
dozens of major conflicts, and has been
haunted by the disturbing specter of
fascism and ultra-nationalism. Ethnic
tensions, repression, and group divi-

that human rights groups condemn and
attempt to prevent. Minnesota Advo-
cates has been in the foretront of a
movement by human rights organiza-
tions to take a more pro-active ap-
proach to preventing violations. A
natural outgrowth of this approach is
the new Minnesota Advocates Conflict
Prevention Project, funded in part by
The McKnight Foundation, which will
examine the role non-governmental hu-
man rights groups can have in early
warning and conflict prevention.

.the natural nexus between conflict resolution
and human rights advocacy.”

sions have caused traditional hot spots
and newly independent states to erupt
mnto civil war.

Traditionally, there has been little cross-
over between the human rights organi-
zations that monitor and document vio-
lations, and the proponents of interna-
tional contlict resolution who seek to
mediate and resolve disputes. Since
the end of the Cold War, however, it
has become increasingly apparent that
one common issue must be addressed
by both camps: the rapid growth of
intra-national conflict. Asoneconflict
resolution scholar put it, “destructive
mtergroup conflict is the most com-
plex and costly enigma facing human-
kind.” Unfortunately, it is also the
root cause of many of the violations

Minnesota Advocates recognizes the
natural nexus between conflict resolu-
tion and human rights advocacy. Pro-
fessionals in both areas are seeking
similar results, and are attempting to
promote respect for, and recognition
of, the inherent dignity of all persons.
The Contlict Prevention Project is de-
signed to use the traditional resources
ot the human rights community to
assist in building the global systems
necessary to make early warning and
conflict resolution a reality.

Minnesota Advocates is seeking per-
sons with interest or relevant field
experience who wish to participate in

the Conflict Prevention Project. If

youare interested in this Project please
call Jim Coy at 612-341-3302. =
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We invite our members to
a special event:

A SEMINAR ON
PLANNED GIVING

Thursday, November 17, 1994
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Leonard, Street & Deinard
150 S. Fifth Street, 23rd floor
Minneapolis, MN

Barbara A. Frey
Executive Director

Wood R. Foster, Jr.
Board President

Steering Committee
Jim Roth
Chris Solso
Bill Cameron

Private consultations on Planned
Giving may alsobe arranged. Please
RSVP to Curt N. Peterson, CFRE at
612-341-3302.
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Director’'s Desk & Newsnotes

From the Director's Desk

I couldn’t help noting the irony at former President Jimmy
Carter, the human rights president, being hailed for negotiating a peaceful
transition of power in Haiti. The price of the peace: a general amnesty for
the human rights violators.

President Carter has built a unique diplomatic career in recent years,
negotiating solutions to conflict in Africa, the Korean Peninsula, and now
Haiti. It is not work for the pure or the faint-hearted. Spending hour upon
hour trying to soothe the ego of General Cedras must be akin to trying to sell
Girl Scout cookies to the neighborhood bully -- you hate the interaction but
you need the results.

The question is -- does conflict resolution have to come at the cost of human
rights? Isn’t there a way to mesh these two interests short of letting the tyrants
off the hook?

We at Minnesota Advocates hope to explore this theme in the next several
years in our newly inaugurated project on conflict resolution and human
rights.

We believe that human rights NGOs are well-suited to identify violations and
warn interested parties of impending conflicts. In this way, NGOs can play
an important role in urging international diplomatic efforts before a conflict
erupts into full scale violence. Human rights NGOs can help create the
infrastructure for preventive diplomacy by exchanging information, coordi-
nating public information campaigns, and providing technical assistance to
resolution efforts.

What human rights NGOs cannot and should not do is to participate in trading
away human rights for the sake of “peace.” We must be at the side of rape
victims in Bosnia, torture victims in Haiti, and survivors of genocide in
Rwanda. We must fight for their right to pursue their internationally-
guaranteed legal remedies. It must be the choice of the survivors, and no
third party, to seek justice or to forego 1t. To deprive them of a legal remedy
1s a violation equal in gravity to the act of persecution itself.

Fortunately, in the case of Haiti, the Parliament has interpreted the amnesty
negotiated by the U.S. as only a "political amnesty" which does not extend
to all human rights violations of the military. The Haitians understand that
democracy cannot be built on the unpunished crimes of a corrupt and violent
dictatorship. Fundamental human rights are non-negotiable.

NEWSNOTES

Minnesota Advocates’ Executive Di-
rector Barbara Frey and volunteer
attorneys Robin Phillips and Eliza-
beth Bruch will attend the ECE High
Level Preparatory Meeting for the
Fourth World Conference on Women
in Vienna in October. Minnesota Ad-
vocates will be focusing on the issues
of violence against women and
women’s human rights. The Vienna
meeting 1s a precursor to the World
Conference on Women to be held in
Beijing in September 1995.

Thank you to The Saint Paul Foun-
dation, which has awarded a grant tto
support the B.I.A.S. Project.

Many thanks to Judge Lynn Olson
of Anoka County who collected the
signatures of more than 30 colleagues
on the Bench expressing concern for
the safety of Guatemalan jurists.

Minnesota Advocates announces its
new e-mail address:

mnadvocates@igc.apc.org

The Human Rights Observer is published ten times a year

by Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights.

Officers:
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The B.I.A.S. Project
(Building Immigrant
Awareness and Support)

B.I.A.S. Project active in
outstate Minnesota

New Organization Launched in
Marshall

An exciting new organization has
formed in Marshall, MN, as an out-
growth of Minnesota Advocates’ work
in that community. Hispanic, Somali
and Hmong newcomers are increas-
ingly moving to Marshall to work in
the food processing industry. The
community has, at times, had diffi-
culty in welcoming these residents. To
promote intercultural understanding in
response to the changing demograph-
ics, local residents and community rep-
resentatives have banded together to
form ‘People For Community Har-
mony.’

“We want to help build a community
that is enriched by our individual dif-
ferences and bonded by our shared
humanity, one in which freedom and
responsibility go hand in hand,” said
Prof. Thad Radzilowski, Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs at South-
west State University, and spokesper-
son for the group.

“The people in our region have always
represented a continuum of immigrants
and cultures, such as Germans, Bel-
gians, Danish, Norwegians, Native
Americans, Polish, Swedish, and Irish
as well as more recent arrivals from
Laos, Mexico, and Somalia,” said
Radzilowski, a nationally recognized
expert in immigration history.

The group’s first project was a highly
successful booth at the Lyon County
Fair for which they received front page
coverage in the Marshall Independent.
The group 1s working to dispel myths

about newcomers. According to
Marianne Zarzana, another spokesper-
son for the group, the number one
myth is that immigrants come here to
take advantage of the welfare system.
“But that’s just not true,” she said.
“The majority, by far, are hard work-
ing individuals.”

Worthington: Focus on Education

Twenty Worthington teachers partici-
pated in a B.ILA.S. Project workshop
in September organized by Minnesota
Advocates board member, Polly Maier,
and World of Difference Education
Coordinator Linda Loverude. The
three hour session facilitated the teach-
ing of refugee and immigration materi-
als in the classroom.

In its effort to disseminate accurate
information and positive images of
refugees and immigrants, the B.1.A.S.
Project provides extensive youth edu-
cation programming including curricu-
lum materials, posters, fact sheets,
videos, speakers and activities. The
Project has compiled an annotated bib-
liography of educational materials
which is available to teachers.

In several trips to Worthington, the
B.ILA.S. Project statt and volunteers
also worked with the Cultural Diver-
sity Coalition, social service represen-
tatives and employers and industry
representatives.

Fargo, ND/Moorhead, MIN

Immigrationattorney Rose Grengs will
present the work of the B.I.A.S. Project
at a strategy conference in Fargo/
Moorhead on October 14-15. The
Fargo/Moorhead area 1s struggling to
respond to its foreign-born newcomer
populations.  Ms. Grengs also will
teach volunteer attorneys how to handle
pro bono asylum cases.

continued on page 4
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B.I.A.S. Project

“Charitable giving

”

should begin now ...

Nancy Etzwiler

My previous work in estate planning
and my nonprofit volunteer work has
taught me the importance of estate
planning generally, and the inclusion
of charitable bequests specifically.

Typically, we associate charitable be-
quests only with the estates of older
persons, perhaps of those with chil-
dren long grown.

I am in my mid-thirties; presently my
will provides for the division of my
(albeit very limited) estate to my im-
mediate family members and to desig-
nated Twin Cities organizations.

Iincluded Minnesota Advocates in my
will because of its tremendous impact
on our community and the world, its
ability to maximize every dollar it
receives, and my own personal in-
volvement as a volunteer.

Charitable designations may shift with
one’s interests over a lifetime, but [
suggest that the importance of includ-
ing such charitable bequests never
changes.

Formoreinformation aboutmaking planned
¢ifls to Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights, please contact Curt N. Peterson,

CFRE al 612-341-3302. &
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Death Penalty Defense Project

The Death Penalty Defense Project
welcomed 1994-95 Legal Fellow Greg
Gisvold, who will be devoting the
majority of his time to energizing the
Project.

Project members plan to do a great deal
of outreach in the coming months, so
watch your mailboxes. The Project
will continue its efforts to recruit firms
of all sizes to undertake the representa-
tion of a death row inmate. Inaddition,
Project coordinators hope to involve
those lawyers, law students, and oth-
ers, who cannot make the commitment
to take a case, by offering opportuni-
ties for shorter term efforts.

Capital Defense Attorney
Bryan Stevenson to Speak
in the Twin Cities

The Project has several events in the
planning stage, but the most imminent
function will be staged by the Minne-
sota Justice Foundation (MJF).

MIJF is a statewide organization of 750
lawyers and law students committed to
providing hands-on legal experience
for law students and making available
quality legal services to lower income
Minnesotans. Law students volunteer-
ing through MJF frequently aid volun-
teer attorneys on a variety of Minne-
sota Advocates projects, including the
Death Penalty Defense Project.

This year, MJF’s annual fundraiser
will feature Bryan Stevenson as key-
note speaker. Mr. Stevenson, a 1985
Harvard Law School graduate, directs
the Alabama Capital Defense Resource
Center. He has spent the past decade
representing death row inmates and
has become a nationally recognized
authority on the subject, appearing on
television shows such as 60 Minures
and The MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour.

In addition to being interesting and
benefitting an excellent cause, the MJF
fundraiser provides an opportunity for
current and prospective Project volun-
teers to mingle, learn about the Project’s
plans, and volunteers. Please mark it
on your calendars. The event will take
place on October 28 at the Azur Ball-
room at the top of Gaviidae plaza. For
more information, please call Dawn
Trnka at 612-625-1584.

Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers are needed to draft research
memos on unusual issues, draft briefs
or petitions for certiorari for time-
pressed attorneys at one of the Death
Penalty Resource Centers, or analyze
the record of a recently sentenced case
to determine likely avenues for appeal.
If you would like to help, please call
Greg Gisvold at 612-341-3302. B

DEATH PENALTY
DEFENSE PROJECT

T-SHIRTS

ONLY $12.00

(artwork by Joe Monnens of the
Minneapolis College of Art & Design)

For information about
purchasing shirts please
call Greg Gisvold
at 612-341-3302
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B.L.A.S. Project continued from page 3
UN High Commission for
Refugees Promotes B.l.A.S.
Project

Representatives of the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) have
been so impressed with the work of the
B.I.A.S. Project that they asked Nancy
Arnison, Project Director, to present
the methodology at the annual UNHCR
meeting with non-governmental agen-
cies. Arnison described the grassroots
strategies as a pilot project adaptable
for use in other communities. She
focused on using education, media,
posters, myth/fact sheets, and volun-
teers to disseminate accurate informa-
tion as well as the human face of
immigration in local communities.

Twin Cities Speaker
Training

In November, the B.I.A.S. Project
will hold a workshop in the Twin
Cities for persons interested in being
on a Speakers Bureau. Interested per-
sons will be provided with the neces-
sary information and strategies to ef-
fectively speak about immigration
policy, the numbers of immigrants and
refugees, where they come from and
why they come, and their impact on the
economy, labor market and welfare
system. Participants will be asked to
handle occasional speaking engage-
ments, as their schedules permit, at
schools, religious and community or-
ganizations.

The workshop will be sponsored by
Minnesota Advocates, the Minnesota
State Bar Association Immigration Sec-
tion, and the local chapter of the Ameri-
can Immigration Lawyers section. For
the date, time, location and further
information call Saiko Mclvor at 612-
332-1877.

continued on next page






