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Committee Publishes Findings on
Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico and Tunisia

Guatemala: Another Look at Habeas Corpus

The Minnesota Lawyers Committee's second report on
Guatemala finds that the government lacks the political
will, as well as the capability, to guarantee the enjoyment
of human rights. Political killings, kidnappings, and dis-
appearances persist in Guatemala, and illegal, armed
groups continue to operate.

The report, Justice Suspended: The Failure of the Ha-
beas Corpus System in Guatemala, calls the judicial
Systema poor protector of humanrights. Specifically, the
habeas corpus procedure is an ineffective means to re-
solve cases of the disappeared. It fails to locate persons
illegally detained and, in some cases, the courts do not
even pretend to comply with the statutory obligation to
search for the subject of habeas corpus petitions.

The habeas corpus system is further weakened by judici-
ary limited by pressure from the executive branch and the
military. The judiciary and the police are especially
passive in the countryside due to the omnipresent army
and its extension--the civil patrols.

Justice Suspended, continuing the MLC 1988 study of
habeas corpus in Guatemala, is based on a Committee
lawyer's interviews with government officials, church
leaders, members of the Guatemalan Bar judiciary, and
military, and nongovernmental human rights activists.

Child Domestic Labor in Haiti

The August 1990 report, Restavek: Child Domestic
Labor in Haiti, documents the prevalent practice of res-
tavek, where children are given by poor parents to more
affluent families who use them as domestic servants.
Restavek children usually perform most houschold labor
without pay, are treated as servants rather than family,
and are often victims of physical and sexual abuse.

The report acknowledges the complex economic, cul-
tural, and historical forces contributing 1o restavek but
reccommends that restavek be abolished because it de-
prives a child of the most basic cconomic and civil rights:

rights to family, education, health care, childhood, lei-
sure and, in many cases, shelter and nutrition.

Authors Leslie Anderson, E.J. Kelley, and Zara Kivi
Kinnunen traveled to Haiti in December to complete
their research. Anderson recently testified beforethe
Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery at
the U.N. in Geneva and distributed copies of the report.

The MLC will continue its study of children’s rights in
Haiti, next focusing on the juvenile justice system.

Mexican Citizens Fear Police Abuse

“The Mexican criminal justice system, prided for its
protection of human rights on paper, in reality helps
foster widespread use of torture and abuse of authorityby
Mexican police and security forces,” concludes a new
MLC report. Paper Protection: Human Rights Viola-
tions and the Mexican Criminal Justice System docu-
ments human rights abuses in Mexico and the legal
system's failure to protect citizens from such abuses.

The report finds that judicial police forces, particularly
the Federal Judicial Police, have the worst record of
using torture to force confessions. This is implicitly en-
couraged by the Mexican criminal justice system because
the first confession -- usually the coerced confession -- is
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MLC Cable
"Human Rights:

the Minnesota Connection"

Channel] 6:
Sunday, September 2: Mock Trial : Genocidein Cambo-

dia (2:30-4:00 p.m.)
Sunday, September 9: Mock Trial (2:30-4:00 p.m.)

Jews in the

Monday, September 17: Human Rights:
Soviet Union (7:00-7:30 p.m.)

Channel 34:
Tuesday, September 4: Human Rights: Jews in the
Soviet Union (8:00-8:30 p.m.)

Monday, September 10: Mock Trial: Genocide in Cam-
bodia (6:30-8:00 p.m.)

Friday, September 21: Soviet Union (7:30-8:00 p.m.)
Monday, September 24: Mock Trial (6:30-8:00 p.m.)

Programs are hosted by MLC Board member Wood
Foster and produced by MLC volunteer Mavis Doten.

The Human Rights Observer is a publication of the Minnesota
Lawyers Inicrnational Human Rights Committee, a non-profit,

organizatién committed to promoting human rights and investi-
gating human righits violations in the United States and abroad.
The Committee advocates against individual human rights
abuses, researches and investigates human rights conditions in
other countrics, encourages the adoption of international hu-
man rights standards by all countries, and educates the member-
ship, the Bar, political leaders and the publicabout human rights.
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Bouza vs. J ohson
Death Penalty: Pro and Con

Former Police Chief Tony Bouza and
County Attorney Tom Johnson
with Audience Participation
October 3, Wednesday
Hennepin County Board Room

24th Floor Government Center
Noon to 1:30 p.m.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Asylum Refugee Director - The Minnesota Lawyers
Committee secks a lawyer with expertise in refugee law
and policy to run its Asylum/Refugee Policy Project.
Positionavailable November 1,1990. Salary $25,000 plus
benefits. Call MLC office for full job description.

Secretary/Receptionist - MLC. Must have excellent
lyping, be independent, and enjoy working with a variety
of people in a dynamic environment. Duties are ex-
tremely varicd. Salary and benefits negotiable. Send
resumes immediately to the MLC ofice.

International Seminar

"Arms Trade and Human Rights"
Sponsored by Amnesty International Swiss Scction
November 10 and 11, 1990
Laussane, Switzerland
Additional information at the M1.C office, 341-3302.
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given high evidentiary value in a court of law.

Unofficial agents called “madrinas”, civilians who work
in an unofficial capacity for police agents, act as spies and
informants for the judicial police. They commit abuses
with the acquiescence of police agents and receive pro-
tection from the Federal Judicial Police. The “war against
drugs” is used to justify uncontrolled police practices:
arbitrary arrests, prolonged detentions, and killings.

The report is based on information gathered from three

missions to Mexico over the past two years. Itwas written
by Daniel Gerdts, assisted by Jean Boler and Sonia Rosen.

Tunisia Moves to Protect Human Rights

The abolition of the State Security Court and the Office
of Prosecutor General in Tunisia removes an institu-
tional source of humanrights violations, according to the
MLCreport, Tunisia: Human Rights Reportof 1989. A
sequel to a 1987 report on Tunisia, it describes human
rights conditions in Tunisia in March 1989, based on the
investigation of lawyers John Borman and Inger Tang-
born who visited Tunisia in March 1987 and March 1989.

The new report finds that several of the 1987 report's
concerns, including the use of garde-a-vue (detention
without charge), the State Security Court, and torture,
have been addressed by President Zine el-Abidine Ben
Ali who took office on November 7, 1987, in a bloodless
coup d’etat.

Despite positive changes, certain features of Tunisian

law prevent full compliance with its obligations under
international human rights treaties. Preventive deten-
tionisstill allowed, political criticism is controlled by the
press code and penal code, and freedom of assembly is
restricted by laws on public gatherings and association.

The Committee has entered a dialogue with the govern-
ment of Tunisia regarding the recommendations in its
most recent report.. A letter from the Tunisian Ambas-
sador to the U.S,, appended to the report, expresses
“Tunisia’s determination to move forward, in good faith,
with .....democratization......” The MLC will continue to
monitor human rights in Tunisia.
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Justice Suspended: The Failure of the Habeas Corpus System in Guatemala ($7.00)

Restavek: Child Domestic Labor in Haiti ($7.00)

Paper Protection: HTuman Rights Violations and the Mexican Criminal Justice System (87.00)

Tunisia: Human Rights Report of 1989 ($7.00)
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